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PUBL1SH ER,” 


-©crafioced'byichs! Eriticomett :edidicn laß ds 
DUNCIAD.” 


T is with pleaſure I hear, that yon have procured 
a correct copy of the Duynciap, which the many 
ſurreptitious ones have rendered ſo neceſſary ; and 
it is yet with more, that I am informed it will be at- 
tended with a COMMENTARY : a work ſo requiſite, that I 
cannot think the author himſelf would have omitted it, 
had he approved of the firſt appearance of this poem. 
Such Notes as have occurred to me I herewith ſend 
you. . You will oblige me by inſerting them amongſt 
thoſe which are, or will be, tranſmitted to you by others; 
&nce net only the Author's friends, but even ſtrangers, 
appear engaged by humanity, to take Tome care of an 
orphan of ſo much genius and ſpirit, which its parent 
ſeems to have abandoned from the very beginning, and 
ſuffered to ſep into the world naked, unguarded, and 
unattended. 
A 2 | It 
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It was upon reading ſome of the abuſive papers late- 
ly publiſhed, that my great regard to a perſon, whoſe 
Fefteem as one of the chief honours of my 
life, and a much greater reſpe& to truth, than to him 
or any man living, engaged me in inquiries, of which 
the incloſed Votes are the fruit. 7 
I perceived that moſt of theſe. authors had been 
(doubtleſs very wiſely) the firſt aggreſſors. They had 


tried, till they were weary, what was to be got by rail- _ 
ing at each other. No body was either concerned or 


ſurpriſed, if this or that ſeribbler was proved a dunce. 
But every one was curious to read what could be ſaid 
to prove Mr. Pope one, and was ready to pay ſome- 
thing for ſuch a diſcovery: a ſtratagem which would 
they fairly own, it might not only reconcile them to 


me, but ſcreen them from the reſentment of their law- 


ful ſuperiors, whom they daily abuſe, only (as I cha- 


ritably ap to get that by them, which they cannot 
a ; | 


get from f c 
J found this was not all. Ill ſucreſs in that had 


m. 


tranſported them to perſonal abuſe, either of himſelf, 
or (what I think he could leſs forgive) of his friends. 
They had called men of virtue and honour bad men 


long before he had either leiſure or inclination to call 
them bad writers :* and ſome had been ſuch old of- 


fenders, that he had quite forgotten their perſons as 


well as their flanders, till they were pleaſed to revive 


them, | 


| Now, what had Nr. Po+s done before, to incenſe | 
them? He had publiſhed thoſe works which are in the 


hands of every body, in which not the leaſt mention is 
made of My of them. And what has he done fince ? 
He bas 


the public bad ſaid before, that they were dull: and 
what it had no Tooner ſaid, but they themſelves were 
at great pains to procure, or even purchaſe room in 
the prints, to teſtify under their hands to the truth of 


it, "4 | 
wy | ſhould ſtill have been ſilent, if either” T had ſeen 


any 


has that ſaid of them? A very ſerious truth, which 


r e 


all wk I r * 


— .. 


Pors; and had often declared it was not his oy 
ua 
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any inclination. in my friend to be ferious with ſuch 
accuſers, or if they had only meddled with his writ- 
ings; ſince whoever publiſhes, puts himſelf on his 
trial by his country. But when his moral character 
was attacked, and in a manner from which neither 
truth nor virtue can ſecure the moſt innocent; in a 
manner, which, though it anaihilates the credit of the 
accuſation with the juſt and impartial, yet aggravates 
very much the guilt of the accuſers; I mean by au- 
thorPqwithout names ; then I thought, ſince the danger 
was common to all, the concern ought to be fo; and 
that it was an act of juſtice to detect the authors, not 
only on this account, but as many of them are the 
ſame who for ſeveral years paſt have made free with 
the greateſt names in church and ſtate, expoſed to the 
world the private misfortunes of families, abuſed all, 
even to women, and whoſe proſtituted papers (for one 
or other party, in the unhappy divifions of their coun» 
try) have inſulted the fallen, the friendleſe, the exiled, 


and the dead. 


Beſides this, which I take to be a public concern, 1 
have already confeſſed I had a private one. I am one 
of that number who have long loved and eſteemed Mr. 


or writings, (which we ever thought the leaſt valuable 
part of his character), but the honeſt, open, and bene- 
ficent man that we moſt eſteemed, and loved in him. 


Now, if what theſe people ſay were believed, I muſt 


appear to all my friends either a fool or a knave ; either 
impoſed on myſelf, or impoſing on them; ſo that I am 
as much intereſted in the confutation of theſe calum- 


mies, as he is himſelf. | 


1 am no author, and conſequently not to be ſuſpect - 
ed either of jealouſy. or reſentment againſt any of the 
men, of whom ſcarce one is known to me by ſight : 
and as for their writings, I bave ſought them (on this 
one occaſion) in vam, in the cloſets and libraries of 
all my acquaintance. I had ſtill been in the dark, if 
a gentleman had not procured me (I ſuppoſe from 


ſome of themſelves, for they are generally much more 


+ i dangerous 


+ 1 
$ -r erer 
dangerous friends than enemies) the paſſages I ſend 
you. I ſolemnly proteſt I have added nothing to the 
malice or abſurdity of them: which it behoves me to 
declare, fince the vouchers themſelves will be ſo ſoon 
and fo irrecoverably loſt. 'You may in ſome meaſure 
prevent it by preferring at Jeaft their titles “, and diſ- 
covering (as Far as you can depend on the truth of 
your information} the names of the concealed authors, 
ue firſt objection I have heard made to the poem, 
is, That the perſons are too. ohſcure for ſatire” The 
perſons themſelves, rather than allow the objection, 
would forgive che ſatire; and if one could be tempt- 
ed to afford it 'a ſerious anſwer, were not all affaſſi- 
mates, popular inſurrections, the inſolence of the rab- 
ble without doors, and of domeſties within, moſt 
wrongfully chaſtiſed, if the meanneſs of offenders in- 

_ demnified' them from puniſhment? On the contrary, 
ebſcority renders them more dangerous, as leſs * 
of. Law can pronounce judgment only on open facts; 
morality alone can paſs cenſure on intentions of miſ- 
chief: ſo that for r or the arrow flying 
in the dark, there is no public puniſhment left, but 
What a good writer inflicts. | 

 * "The next objection is, That theſe ſort of authors 
are poor. That might be pleaded as an excuſe at the 
Old Bailey, for leſſer crimes than defamation, (for it 
is the caſe of almoſt all who are tried chere); but ſure 
it cat be none here: for who will pretend, that the 
robbing another of his reputation ſupplies the want of 
it in Fimſelf ? I queſtions not but fuch authors are 
Poor, and heartily wiſh the objection were removed 
by any honeſt livelihood. But poverty 1s here the ac- 
eident, not the ſubject. He who deſcribes 'malice:and 
villany to be pale and meagre, expreſſes not the leaſt 
anger againſt paleneſs or leanneſs, but agaiat malice 
and villany. The apothecary in Romeo and Juliet is 
poor; but is he therefore juſtified'in vending poiſon ? 


n 
= . 


| 9 Which we have done 10 a lift printed in the Appendix, = 
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Not but poverty itſelf becomes a juſt ſubject of ſatire, 
when it is the conſequence of vice, prodigality, or ne- 
& of one's lawful calling; for then it increaſes the 
blic burden, fills the ſtreets and highways with rob- 
rs, and the. 2 with clippers, coiners, and week 
Iy journaliſts 

But admitting that two or three of theſe offend leſs 
in their morals, than in their writings; muſt poverty 
make nonſenſe ſacred ? If fo, the fame of bad authors 
would be much better conſulted than that of all the 

ood ones in the world; and not one of an hundred 
LN been called by his right name. 

They miſtake the whole matter. It is not charity 
to encourage them in the way they follow, but to 
get them out of it; for men are not bunglers be- 
cauſe they are poor, but they are poor becauſe won are 
bunglers. 

Is it not pleaſant mongh to ap” our authors eryin 
out on the one hand, as if their ns and characters 
were too ſacred for ſatire; and «og public objecting on 
the other, that they are too mean even for ridicule? 
But whether bread or fame be their end, it muſt be 
allowed, our author, by and in this poem, has merei- 
fully given them a little of both. 

here are two or three, ho by their rank and for 
tune have no benefit from the former objectiona, 
poking e ood ; and theſe I was ſorry to ſee in ſuch 

ut if, without any provocation, two or 

—— gentlemen will fall upon one, in an affair where- 
in his intereſt and reputation are equally. embarked; 
they cannot certainly, after they have been content to 
print themſelves his enemies, complain of 2 put of 75 
to the number of them. 

Others, 1 am told, pretend to ele 
friends. Surely they are their enemies who ſay fo, ſinee 
nothing can be more odious than to treat a friend a5 
they have done. But of this I cannot perſuade myſelf, 
when I conſider the conſtant and ner ur of all 
bad er to a 33 


Such 


8 A I. E TT E X 


. Such as claim a merit from being his admirers, I 
would gladly aſk, if it lays him under a perſonal obli- 
2 At that rate he would be the moſt obliged bum - 

e ſervant in the world. I dare ſwear for theſe in par- 
ticular, be never deſired them to be his admirers, nor 
promiſed in return to be theirs. That had truly been 
a ſign he was of their acquaintance ; but would not 
the malicious world have ſuſpected ſuch an approbation 
of ſome motive worſe than ignorance, in the author 


of the Eſſay on Criticiſm? Be it as it will, the reaſons . 


of their admiration and of his contempt are equally 
fubſiſting ; for his works and theirs are the very ſame 
that they were. 12 | * 1 

One, therefore, of their aſſertions I believe may be 
true. That he has a contempt for their writings.” 
And there is another, which would probably be ſooner 
allowed by himſelf than by any good judge beſide, 


4% That his own have found too much ſucceſs with the 


„ public.” But as it cannot conſiſt with. his modeſty 


to claim this as a juſtice, it lies not on him, but entire- 


ly on the public, to defend its own judgment. | 

There remains what, in my opinion, might ſeem 
a better plea for theſe people, than any they have made 
uſe of. If obſcurity or poverty were to exempt a man 
from ſatire, much more ſhould folly. or dulneſs, which 
are ſtill more/involuntary-;/ nay, as much ſo as perſo- 
nal deformity. But even this will not help them. De- 


formity becomes an object of ridicule when a man ſets 


up for being handſome; and ſo muſt dulneſs when he 
fets up for a wit. They are not ridiculed, becauſe ri- 
dicule in itſelf is, or ought to be, a pleaſure ; but be- 
_ cauſe it is juſt to undeceive and vindicate the honeſt and 
unpretending part of ' mankind from impoſition, be- 
-cauſe-particular intereſt ought to yield to general, and 
a great number who are not naturally 2 ought ne- 
ver to be made ſo, in complaiſance to a few who are. 
Accordingly we find, that, in all ages, all vain pre- 
tenders, were they ever ſo poor, or ever ſo dull, have 
been conſtantly the topics of the moſt candid ſatiriſts, 


from 


* 
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To rut PUBLISHER „ 
from the  Codrus of Juvenar. to the Damon of Bo 


-LEAD- 4 
Having mentioned BorLEav, the greateſt poet, and 
moſt judicious critic of his age and country, admirable 
for his talents, and yet perhaps more admirable for his 
judgment in the proper application of them; I cannot 
help remarking the reſemblance betwixt him and our 
author, in qualities, fame, and fortune; in the diſ- 
tinctions ſhown them by their ſuperiors, in the gene- 
ral eſteem of their equals, and in their extended repu- 
tation amongſt foreigners; in the latter of which ours 
has met with the better fate, as he has had for his 
tranſlators, perſons of the moſt eminent rank and abi- 
lities in their reſpe&ive nations.*. But the reſemblance 
holds in nothing more, than in their being equally. 
abuſed by the ignorant pretenders to poetry of their 
times: of which not the leaſt memory will remain but 
in their own writings, and in the notes made upon 
them. What  Bort,zau has done in almoſt all his 
8s, our author bas only in this. I dare anſwer for 
im he will do it in no more; and on this principle, 
of attacking few but who had ſlandered him, he could 
not have done it at all, had be been confined from 
cenſuring obſcure and worthleſs perſons, for ſcurce any 
other were his enemies. However, as the parity is fo 
remarkable, I hope it will continue to the laſt; and if. 
ever he ſhould give us an edition of this poem himſelf, 
I may ſee fome of them treated as gently on their re- 


Eſſay on Criticiſm, in French verſe, by General Hamilton; 
the fame, in verſe alſo, by Monſieur Roboton, Counſellor and Pri- 
vy Secretary to King George I.; after by the Abbe Reynel, in 
verſe, with notes. Rape of the Lock, in French, by the Princeſs 
of Conti, Paris, 1728 ; and-in Italian verſe, by the Abbe Conti, a 
Noble Venetian; and by the Marquis Rangoni, Envoy-extraordi- 
nary from Modena to King George II. Others of his works by 
Salvini of Florence, &c. A1. Eſſays and Differtations on Homer, 
ſeveral times tranſlated into French. Eſſay on Man, by the Abbe 
Reynel, in verſe, by Monſieur Silhouet, in proſe, 1737, and ſince 
by others in French, Italian, and Latin. 


pentance 
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pentance or better merit, as Perrault and Quinault were 
at laſt by Boiteav. © | SITS 
In one point I muſt be allowed to think the charac- 
ter of our Engliſh poet the more amiable. He has not 
been a follower of fortune or ſucceſs; he has lived with 
the great without flattery ; been a friend to men in 
3 without penſions; from whom, as he aſked, ſo 
received no favour, but what was done him in his 
friends. As his ſatires were the more juſt for being 
delayed, ſo were his panegyrics; beſtowed only on 
ſach-perſons as he had familiarly known, only for ſuch. 
vartues as he had long obſerved in them, and only at 
ſuch times as others ceaſe to praiſe, if not begin to ca- 
lumniate them; I mean, when out of power, or out 
of faſhion “. A ſatire, therefore, on writers To notori- 
ous for the contrary practice, became no man ſo well 
as himſelf ; as none, it is plain, was fo little in their 
friendſhips, or fo much in that of thoſe whom they had 


' moſt abuſed, namely, the greateſt and beſt of all par- 


ties. Let me add a further reaſon, that, thongh en- 
gaged in their friendſhips, ke never eſpouſed their ani- 
moſities; and can almoſt ſingly chatlenge this honour, 
not to have ritten a line of any man, which, through 
guilt, through ſhame, or through fear, through man 
of fortune, or change of intereits, he was ever unwil- 

ling to own. i 7 701 4 
my Fal conclude with remarking, what a pleaſure it 
muſt be to every reader of humanity, to ſee all along, 
that our author, in his very laughter, is not indulging 
his own ill- nature, but only puniſhing that of ethers, 
As to his poem, thoſe alone are capable of doing it 
jultice, who, to uſe the words of a great writer, know 


As Mr. Wycherley, at the time the town declaimed againſt 
his book of poems; Mr. Walſh, after his death; Sir William 
Trumbull, when he had reſigned the office of Secretary of State; 
Lord Bolingbroke, at his nb. England, after the Queen's 
death; Lord Oxford, in his laſt decline of life; Mr. Secretary 
Craggs, at the end of the South Sea year, and after his death; 
others only in epitaphs. n | 


how 
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how hard it is (with regard both to his ſubject and his 


manner) VETUSTIS DARE NOVITATEM, OBSOLET1S NI-- 
TOREM, OBSCUKIS LUCEM, FASTIDITLIS GRATIAM. * 


- 1 


St. Fames's, Your moſt humble ſervant, 
Dec. 22, 1728. 


WiLLiam CLELAnDE, 


* This gentleman was of Scotland, and bred at the Univerſity 
of Utrecht, with the Earl of Mar. He ſerved in Spain under 
Earl Rivers. After the peace, he was made one of the Commil- 
ſioners of the Cuſtoms in Scotland, and then of taxes in Eng- 
land; in which, having ſhewn himſelf for twenty years diligent, 
punctual, and incorruptible, though without any other aſſiſtance 
of fortune, he was ſuddenly diſplaced by the miniſter, in the 
ſixty- eighth year of his age; and died two months after, in 1741. 
He was a perſon of univerſal learning, and an enlarged converfa- 
tion; no man had a warmer heart for his friend, or a ſincerer at- 
tachment to the conſtitution of his country, —And yet, for all 
this, the public will not allow him to be the author of this letter. 
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DENN1s, Remarks on Pr. ARTHUR, | 


CANNOT but think it the moſt reaſanable thing in 
the world, to diſtinguiſh good writers, by diſcou- 
raping the bad. Nor is it an /{-natured thing, in re- 
lation even to the very perſons upon whom the reflec- 
tions are made, Tt is true, it may deprive them, a 
little the ſooner, of a ſhort profit and a tranftory reputa- 
tion ; but then it may have a good effect, and oblige 
them (before it be too late) to decline that for which 
they are ſo very wnft, and to have recourſe to ſemething 
in which-they may be more ſucceſsful. 


CHARACTER of Mr. P. 1716. 

The per/ons whom Boileau has attacked in his writ- 
ings, have been for the moſt part authors, and moſt 
of thoſe authors, poets : and the cenſures he hath paſſed 
vpon them, have been coufirmed by all Europe. 


G1LDON, Pref. to his NRW- REntarsAL. 


It is the common cry of the poetafters of the town, 
and their fautors, that it is an H natured thing to expoſe 
the pretenders to wit and poetry. The judges and ma- 
giſtrates may with full as good reaſon be reproached 
with ilnature for putting the laws in execution againſt 
a thief or impoſtor.— The ſame will hold in the repub- 
lic of letters, if the critics and judges will let every ig- 
norant pretender to ſeribbling paſs on the world. 


THEOBALD, Letter to Miſt, June 22, 1728. 


Attacks may be levelled, either againſt failures in 
Feniius, or againſt the preten/ions of writing without one. 


B 2 | Con- 
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Concanen, Dedication to the Author of the 
. DUNC14aD. 
A ſatire upon dulneſs is a thing that as been ꝝſed 
and allowed in all ages. | 


* Out of thine own mouth will Tj udge thee, * ſerib- 
bler ! 
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ans 19 
CONCERNING- 


Our PozT and his Worts. 


M. SCRIBLERUS Leftori 8. 


EFORE ve preſent thee with our exercitations on 
B this moſt deleQable poem (drawn from the many 
volumes of our adverſaria on modern authors) we ſhall 
here, according to the laudable uſage of editors, col- 
le& the various judgments of the learned concerning 
our poet: various indeed, not only of different au- 
thors, but of the ſame authors at different Teaſons. Nor 
ſhall we gather only the teſtimonies of ſuch eminent 
wits, as would of courſe deſcend to poſterity, and eon- 
ſequently be read without our collection; but we ſhall 
likewiſe with incredible labour ſeck out for divers 
others, which, but for this our diligence, could never 
at the diftance of a few months, appear to the eye of the 
moſt curious. Hereby thou mayſt not only receive the 
delectat ion of variety, but alſo arrive at a more certain 
judgment, by a grave and circumſpet compariſon of 
the witneſſes with each other, or of each with himſelf. 
Hence alſo thou wilt be enabled to draw refle&ions, not 
only of a critical, but a moral nature, by being let 
into many particulars of the perſon as well as ge- 


B 3 nius, 


—— 
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nivs, and of the fortune as well as merit, of our author, 
In which if I relate ſome things of little concern per- 
adventure to thee, and ſome of as little even to him; I 
intreat thee to conlider how minutely all true critics 
and commentators are wont to inſiſt upon ſuch, and 
how material they ſeem to themſelves, if to none other. 
Forgive me, gentle reader, if (following learned exam- 
ple) I ever and anon become tedious. Allow me to 
take the ſame pains to find whether my author were 
good or bad, well ar ill natured, modeſt or arrogant; 


as another, whether his author was fair or brown, 


ſhort or tall, or whether he wore a coat or a caſſock. 
We propoſed to begin with his life, parentage, and 
education. But as to theſe, even his cotemporaries 
do exceedingly differ. One faith (a), he was educat- 
ed at home; another (5), that he was bred at St. 
Omer's by Jefuits ; a third (c), not at St. Omer's, but 
at Oxford; a fourth (d), ge no umverſity + 
education at all. Thoſe who allow him to be bred at 
home, differ as much concerning bis tutor. One ſaith 
e), he was kept by his father on purpoſe ; a ſecond 
, that be was an itinerant prieſt ; a third (g), that 
he was a parſon: one (+) calleth him a ſecular clergy- 
man of the church of Rome; another (j), a monk, 
As little do they agree about his father; whom one (4) 
ſuppoſeth, like the father of Heſiod, a tradeſman or 
merchant ; another (J, a huſbandman; another (2), 
a hatter, &c. Nor has an author been wanting to give 
our Poet ſuch a father, as Apuleius hath to Plato, 
12388 to Pythagoras, and divers to Homer, name- 
y a dzmon. For thus Mr. Gildon (2): “ Certain it 
| | 66 is, 


(a) Giles Jacob's lives of poets, vol. ii. in his life. (3) Den- 
nis's reflections on the eſſay on crit. () Dunciad diſſected, p. 4. 
(% Guardian, No. 40. (e) Jacob's lives, &c. vol. ii. (/) Dun- 
ciad diſſected, p. 4. (g) Farmer P. and his fon. (5) Dunc, 
diſſect. () Characters of the times, p. 45. (4) Female 
Danc. p. ult. (7) Dunc. diſſect. (-:) Roome, paraphraſe on 
the ivth of Geneſis, printed 1729, = (=) Character of Mr. P. 
and his writings, in a letter to 2 friend, printed for S. Popping, 
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« ig, that his original is not from Adam, but the de- 
« vil; and that he wanteth nothing but horns and tail 
<« to be the exact reſemblance of his infernal father.“ 
Finding, therefore, ſuch contrariety of opinions, and 

whatever be ours of this ſort of generation) not being 
lp to enter ,into controverſy, we ſhall defer writing 
the life of our poet, till authors can determine among 
themſelves what parents or education he had, or whe- 
ther he had any education or parents at all. 

Proceed we to what is more certain, his works, 
though not leſs uncertain the judgments concerning 
them; beginning with his Es2ay on CRIricisu; of 
which hear firſt the moſt ancient of critics, 


Mr. Joun Dennis. 


« His precepts are falſe or trivial, or both; his 
« thoughts are crude and abortive, his expreſſions ab · 
„ {urd, his numbers harſh and unmuſical, his rhymes 
e trivial and common ;—inſtead of majeſty, we have 
t ſomething that. is very mean; inſtead of gravity, . 
„ ſomething that is very boyiſh ; and inſtead of per- 
« ſpicuity and lucid order, we have but too often ob- 
« ſcurity and confuſion.” And in another place: 
© What rare numbers are here! Would not one ſwear, 
<« that this youngſter had eſpouſed ſome antiquated 
«© Muſe, who had ſued out a divorce from ſome ſuper- 
% annuated finner, upon account of impotence, and 
« who being poxed by the former ſpouſe, has got the 
% gout in her decrepid age, which makes her hobble ſo 
© damnably ?” (6) | | 

No leſs peremptory is the cenfure of our hypercriti- 
cal hiſtorian, - 


1716, p. 10. Curl in his key to the Dunciad, (firft edit. faid to be 
printed for A, Dodd), in the Ioth page declared Gildon to be au- 
thor-of that libel ; though in the ſubſequent editions of his Key 
he left out this aſſertion, and affirmed (in the Curliad, p. 4. & 8.) 
that it was written by Dennis only. 

() Reflections critical and ſatirical, on a rhapſody, called, an 
Eſſay on Criticiſm. Printed for Bernard Lintot, octavo. 


Mr. 
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Mr. OLDmixon. 
% I dare. not ſay any thing of the Z/ay on Criticiſm in 
«© verſe; but if any more curious reader has diſcoyered 
e in it ſomething ne, which is not in Dryden's pre- 
« faces, dedications, and his eſſay on dramatic poetry, 
« not to mention the French critics, I ſhould be very 
« op to have the benefit of the diſcovery (v).“ 
e is followed (as in fame, ſo in judgment) by the 
modeſt and ſimple- minded | 


Mr. Leoxarp WersTep, 
Who, out of great reſpect to our poet, not naming him, 
doth yet glance at his eſſay, together with the Duke of 
Buckingham's, and the Criticiſms of Dryden, and of 
Horace, which he more openly taxeth (2): © As to 
« the numerous treatiſes, eſſays, arts, &c. both in 
% verſe and proſe, that have been written by the mo- 


&« derns on this ground-work, they do but hackney the 


% ſame thoughts over again, making them ſtill more trite. 
% Moſt of their pieces are nothing but a pert, inſipid, 
4% heap of common place. Horace has even in his art 
« of poetry thrown out ſeveral things which plainly 
© ſhew, he thought an art of poetry was of no 12 even 
« while he was writing one.” a | 

To all which great authorities, we can only oppoſe 

that of 1 | 
Mr. Avpn1s0x. 

« (7) The Art of Criticiſm (faith he) which was 
« publiſhed ſome months ſince, is a maſterpiece in its 
% kind. The obſervations follow one another, like 
© thoſe in Horace's art of poetry, without that metho- 
% gical regularity which would have been requilite in 
« a proſe writer. They are ſome of them (uncommon, 
but ſuch as the reader maſt affent to, when he ſees 
« them explained with that eaſe and perſpicuity in 


(4) Eſſay on criticiſm in proſe, octave, 1728, by the author of 
the Critical Hiſtory of England. (2) Preface to his poems, 
P- 18, 53. (Y) Spectator, No. 253. 
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which they are delivered. As for thoſe which are 
the mt known and the moſt received, they are placed 
in ſo beautiful a light, and illuſtrated with ſuch apt 
alluſions, that tbey have in them all the graces of 
novelty; and make the reader, who was before ac- 

uainted with them, {till more convinced of their 
truth and ſolidity. And here give me leave to men- 
tion what Monſieur Boileau has fo well enlarged upon 
in the preface to his works: That wit and fine writ- 
ing doth not conſiſt ſo much in advancing things 
that are new, as in giving things that are known an 
agreeable turn. It 1s impoſſible for us who live in 
the latter ages of the world, to make obſervations.ia 
criticiſm, morality, or any art or ſcience, which 
have not been touched upon by others; we have lit- 
tle elſe left us, but to repreſent the common ſenſe of 
mankind in more ſtrong, more beautiful, or more 
uncommon lights. If a reader examines Horacc's art 
of poetry, he will find but few precepts in it which he 


may not meet with in Ariſtotle, and which were not 


commonly known by all the poets of the Auguſtan 
age, His way of expreſſing, and applying them, not 
his invention of them, is what we are chiefly to ad- 
mire.“ 3 

« Longinus, in his reflections, has given us the 
ſame kind of ſublime, which he obſerves in the ſe- 
veral paſſages that occaſioned them. I cannot but 
take notice, that our Engliſh author has after the 
ſame manner exemplified ſeveral of the precepts in 
the very precepts themſelves.” He then produces 


ſome inſtances of a particular beauty in the numbers; 
and concludes with ſaying, that © there are three 


cc 
£6 
66 
66 


the affirmative 


poems in our tongue of the ſame nature, and cach a 
maſterpiece in its kind; the Effay on Tranflated 
Verſe; Effay on the Art of Poetry; and the Eſſay 
on Criticiſm,” 

Of Winpsor Forts, poſitive is the judgment of 


Mr. 
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| Mr. Joux Detxx1s, | 
& (;) That it is a wretched rhapſody, impudently 
< writ in emulation of the Cooper's Hill of Sir John 
«© Denham ; the author of it is obſcure, is ambiguous, 
is affected, is temerarious, is barbarous ().“ 


But the author of the Diſpenſary, 


| Dr. Gaz ru, 5 . 
in the preface to his poem of Claremont, differs from 
this opinion; © Thoſe who have ſeen thoſe two excel- 
«lent poems of Cooper's Hill, and Windſor Foreſt, the 
« one written by Sir John Denham, the other by Mr. 
«© Pope, will ſhew a great deal of candour if they ap- 
“ prove of this.” | 

Of the epillle of Exo0184, we are told by the obſcure 
writer of a poem called Sawwny, © That becauſe Prior's 
% Henry and Emma charmed the fineſt taſtes, our au- 
* thor writ his E/ciſe, in oppoſition to it ; but forgot in- 
** nocence and virtue. If you take away her tender 
* thoughts, and her fierce defires, all the reſt is of no 
6% value.” In which, methinks, bis judgment reſem- 
bleth that of a French tailor on a villa and gardens by 
a ir, „ All this is very fine, but take away 


„ tMyxiver, and it is good for nothing.“ 
But very contrary hereunto was the opinion of 
| | Mr. Paiox 

lumſelf,* ſaying in bis Alma (u), | 

O Abelard ! ill-fated youth, 
Thy tale will juſtify this truth. 

But well I weet, thy cruel wrong 
Adorns a nobler poet's ſong : 
Dan Pope, for thy misfortune griev'd, 
With kind concern and ſkill has weav'd 
A ſilken web; and ne'er ſhall fade 
Its colours : gent] has he laid 14 
The mantle o'er thy ad diſtreſs, 
And Venus ſhall the texture bleſs, &c. 


(i) Letter to B. B. at the end of the Remarks on Pope's Homer, 
1717. (#) Printed 1728, p. 13. 


\ Come 
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Come we now to his tranſlation of the ILrap, OT hd 
brated by numerous pens z. yet ſhall. it ſuffice to men- 
tion the indefatigable 


Sir RrenAxp Bracxuokt, Kt. 
Who (though otherwiſe a ſevere cenſurer of our au- 
thor) yet ſtyleth this © a laudable tranflation (x).“ 
That ready writer 


Mr. Oupnmixon, 
in his forementioned effay, frequently eommends the 
ſame. And the painful. f 


Mr. Lewrs Turogarp 

thus extols it (): „The ſpirit of Homer dresses all 
« through this tranſlat ion. I am in doubt whether I 
66 ſhould moſt admire the juſtneſs of the original, or the 
« force and beauty of the language, or the Tone 
6 variety of the numbers. But when I find all the 
« meet, it puts me in mind of what the poet ſays of 
one of his heroes, That he alone raiſcd and flung 
« with eaſe a weighty ſtone, that two common men 
« could not lift from the ground: juſt ſo, one ſingle 
© perſon has performed in this tranſlation, what I once 
« deſpaired to have ſeen done by the force of ſeveral 
* maſterly hands.” Indeed the ſame gentleman ap- 
pears to have changed his ſentiment in his Ey on the. 
art of ſinking in reputation, (printed in Miſt's Journal, 
March 30, 1728), where he ſays thus: “ In order to 
& fink in reputation, let him take it into his head to de- 
„ ſcend into Homer, (let the world wonder, as it will, 
„% how the devil he got there), and pretend to do bim 
into Engliſh, ſo his verſion denote his neglect of the 
„manner how.” Strange variation! We are told in 


MisT's Jouxnar, June 8. 
© That this tranſlation. of the Iliad was not in all re- 
i ſpets conformable to the fine taſte of his end 


(x) In his Eſſays, vol. i. printed for E. Curl. 
£3). Cenſor, wo No. 33- 


% Mr. 
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«-Mr. Addiſon ; inſomuch that he employed a younger 


„ muſe in an undertaking. of this kind, which he ſu- 


« perviſed himſelf.” Whether Mr. Addiſon did find 
it conformable to his taſte, or not, beſt appears from 
kis own teſtimony the year following its publication, in 
theſe words: 


Mr. Appison, FxttnoLDER, No. 40. 


&« When I conſider myſelf as a Britiſh freeholdery 
% J am in a particular manner pleaſed with the labours 
* of thoſe who- have improved our language with the 
„ Tranſlations of old Greek and Latin Authors. — 
« We have already molt of their hiſtorians in our own 
tongue, and what is more for the honour of our 
language, it has been taught to expreſs with ele- 
„ gance the greateſt of their pocts in each nation. 
tos The illiterate among our own countrymen may learn 
to judge from Dryden's Virgil of the moſt perfect 
« epic performance. And thoſe parts of Homer 
« which have been publiſhed already by Mr. Pope, 
« give us reaſon to think that the Iliad will appear in 
* Engliſh with as little diſadvantage to that immortal 
« poem.“ mr | 

As to the reſt, there is a fight miſtake ; for this 
younger muſe was an elder ; nor was the | gentleman- 
(who is a friend to our author) employed by Mr. Ad- 
diſon to tranſlate it after him, fince he faith himſelf 
that he did it before (2). Contrariwiſe, that Mr. Ad- 
diſon engaged our author in this work, appeareth by 
declaration thereof in the preface to the Iliad, printed 
ſame time before his death, and by his own letters of 
Oct. 26, and Nov. 2, 1713; where he declares it is his 
opinion, that no other perſon was equal to it. 

Next comes his Shakeſpeare on the ſtage. © Let 
* him” (quoth one, whom I take to be 


Mr. TaxzoBALD, Miſt's Journal, June 8. 1728) 
* publiſh ſuch an author as he has leaſt ſtudied, and 


* 


15 () Vid. pref. to Mr. Tickel's tranſlation of the firſt book of the 


Uiad, 4to, 
» forget 
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rr forget to diſcharge even the dull duty of an editor. 
« Ju this project let him lend the bookſeller his name 
« (for a competent ſum of money) to promote the ere - 
« dit of an exorbitant ſubſcription.” Gentle reader, 
be pleaſed to calt thine eye on the propoſal below quot- 
ed, and on what follows (ſome months after the for- 
mer aſſertion) in the ſame Journaliſt of June 8. The 
« bookſeller propoſed the book by ſubſcription, and 
« raiſed ſome thouſands of pounds for the ſame. I 
<« believe the gentleman did nat ſhare in the profits of 


this extravagant ſubſcription.” 


« After the had, he undertook (faith 


Misr's Jovanxar, June 8, 1728) 
*© the ſequel of that work, the Odyſſey; and having 
e ſecured the ſucceſs by a numerous ſubſcription, he 
«« employed ſome N to perform what, accord - 
« ing to his propoſals, ſhould come from his own 
* hands.” To which beavy charge we can in truth 
oppoſe nothing but the words of 


Mr. Poyz's Prorosxt for the Ovprsszr, 


(Printed by J. Watts, Jan. 10, 1724). 
« ] take this occaſion to declare, that the ſubſerip - 
« tion for Shakeſpeare belongs wholly to Mr. Tonſon; 
“and that the benefit of % propoſat is not ſolely for 
« my own ufe, but for that of #wo f my friends, who 
„ have afified me in this work.” But theſe very gentle- 
men are extolled above our poet himſelf in another of 
Miſt's Journals, March 30, 1728, ſaying, That he 
« would not adviſe Mr. Pope to try the experiment 
t again of getting a great part of a book done by aſſiſt- 
« ants, left thoſe extraneous parts ſhould unbappily 
« afcend to the ſublime, and retard the declenfion of 
« the whole.” Behold! theſe underlingt are become 
writers ! | 

If any ſay, that before the ſaid propoſals were print - 
ed, the ſubſcription was begun withont declaration of 
fuch affiſtance ; verily thoſe who ſet it on foot, or (as 
the term is) ſecured it, to wit, the Right Honourable 

Vos. III. C | 


*. TESTIMONIES 


the Lord Viſcount Hax court, were he living, would 
teſtifpr, and the Right Honourable the Lord Ba- 
 THURST, now living, doth teſtify, the ſame is a falſe- 
hood. | 

Sorry I am, that perſons profeſſing to be learned, or 


of whatever rank of authors, ſhould either falſely tan, 


or be falſely taxed. Yet let' us, who are only report- 
ers, be impartial in our citations, and proceed. 


Misr's Jovrnat, June 8, 1728. 


« Mr. Addiſon raiſed this author from obſcurity, ob- 
* tained him the acquaintance and. friendſhip of the 


„ avhole body of our nobility, and transferred his power- 


ful intereſts with thoſe great men to this riſing bard, 
* who frequently levied by that means unuſual contri - 
« butions on the public.” Which ſurely cannot be, if, 


as the author of the Duneiad diſſected reporteth, © Mr. 


„ Wycherley had before introduced him into a familiar 
« acquaintance with the greatg/? peers and brighteſt wits 
« then living.“ #5 * 
% No ſooner” (faith the ſame Journaliſt) © was his 

« body lifeleſs, but this author, reviving his reſent- 
«© ment, libelled the memory of his departed friend 
% and, what was ſtill more heinous, made the [ſcandal 


% public,” Grievous the accuſation! unknown the 


accuſer ] the perſon accuſed no witneſs in his own 
cauſe; the perſon, in whoſe regard accuſed, dead! But 
if there be living any one nobleman, whoſe friendſhip, 
yea, any one gentleman; whoſe ſubſcription Mr. Addiſon 
pracured to our author, let him ſtand forth, that truth 
may appear! Amicus Plats, amicus Socrates ; ſed magis 
amica veritat. In verity, the whole ftory of the libel 
is a lie: witneſs thoſe perſons of integrity, who, ſeve- 
ral years before Mr. Addiſon's deceaſe, did ſee and ap- 
rove of the ſaid verſes, in nowiſe a libel, but a friend» 
Fr eb ſent privately in our author's own hand to 
Mr. Addiſon himſelf, and never made public till after 
their own Journals, and Curl had printed the ſame. 
One name alone, which I am here authoriſed to de- 
| 
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elare, will ſufficiently evince this truth, that of the 
Right Honourable the Earl of BuxLinGToON. 

Next he is taxed with a crime, (in the opinion of 
fome anthors, I doubt, more heinous than any in mo- 
rality), to wit, plagiariſm, from the inventive and 
quaint-conceited ; 


James-Mooxe Surg, Gent. 


(4) Upon reading the third volume of Pope's miſ- 
« cellanies, I found five lines which I thought excel- 
« Jent ; and happening to praiſe them, a gentleman 
*« procured a modern comedy, (the Rival Modes), 
„ publiſhed laſt year, where were the ſame verſes to a 
« tittle. | 

« Theſe gentlemen are undoubtedly the firſt plagia- 
„ ries that pretend to make a reputation by ſtealing, 
« from a man's works in his own lifetime, and. out of 
ce a public print.” Let us join to this what is written 
by the author of the Rival Modes, the ſaid Mr. James- 
Moore Smith, in a letter to our author himſelt, who 
had informed him, a month before that play was ated, 
Jan. 27, 1726-7, that * theſe verſes, which he had be- 
© fore given him leave to inſert in it, would be known 
* for his, fome copies being got abroad. He deſires, 
« nevertheleſs, that fince the lines had been read in his 
comedy to ſeveral, Mr. P. would not deprive it of 
* them,” &c. Surely, if we add the teſtimonies of 
the Lord Boringzroxet; of the lady to whom the ſaid 
verſes were originally addreſſed; of Hugh Bethel, Eſq; 
and others who knew them as our author's, long be- 
fore the (aid gentleman compoſed his play ; it is hoped, 
the ingenuous that affect not error, will rectify their 
opinion by the ſuffrage of ſo honourable perſonages. 

And yet — another charge, inſinuating no 
leſs than his enmity both to church and ſtate, whicli 
could come from no other informer than the ſaid 


(a) Daily Journal, Ilarch 18, 1728. 
C2 
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Fi Mr. Janzs-Moors Smithy, _ | 

(5) “ The Memoirs of a pariſh-clerk was a very dull 
© and unjuſt abuſe of a perſon who wrote in defence 


© of our religion and conſtitution, and who has been 


«« dead many years.” This feemeth alſo moſt untrue; 


-it being known to divers, that thefe Memoirs were 
written at the ſeat of the Lord Harcourt. in Oxford- 
- ſhire, before that excellent perſon (Biſhop, Burnet's) 


death, and many years before the appearance of that 
hiſtory, of which they are pretended to be an abuſe. 
Moſt true it is, that Mr. Moore had ſuch a defign, and 
was himſelf the man who preſſed Dr. Arbuthnot and 
Mr. Pope to affiſt him therein; and that he borrowed 
thoſe Memoirs of our author, when that hiſtory came 
forth, with intent to turn them to ſuch abuſe. But be- 
ing able to obtain from our author but one ſingle hint, 


and either changing his mind, or having more mind 


than ability, contented himſelf to keep the ſaid Me- 
moirs, and read them as his own to all his acquain- 
tance. A noble perſon there is, into whoſe company 
Mr, Pope once chanced to introduce him, who well re. 
membereth the converſation of | Mr. Moore to be 


turned upon the © contempt he had for the work of 
„ that Reverend Prelate, and how full he: was of a 


% deſign he declared himſelf to have of expoſing it.“ 
This noble perſon is the Earl of PETIT ABO. 
-. Here in truth ſhould we crave pardon of all the fore- 


ſaid Right Honourable and worthy perſonages, for 


having meutioned them in the fame page with ſuch 
weekly riff-raff railers and rhymers ; but that we had 
their ever-honoured commands for the ſame; and that 
they are introduced, not as witneſſes in the controverſy, 
but as witneſſes that cannot be controverted; not to 
diſpute, but to decide. 4 *$. wt 

Certain it is, that dividing our writers into two claſ- 
ſes, of ſuch who were acquaintance, and of ſuch who 
were ſtrangers to our author; the former are thoſe 


4) Daily Journal, April 3, 1728. 
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who ſpeak well, and the other thoſe who ſpeak evil of 
him. Of the firſt claſs, the Moſt noble 


: Jou Duke of BuckinGHany 


fums up his character in theſe lines: 
„ (c) And yet ſo wond*rous, - ſo ſublime a thing, 
« As the great lliad, ſcarce could make me ſing; * 
« Unleſs F. juſtly could at once commend 
„A good companion, and as firm a friend. 
6% One moral, or a mere well. natur 4 deed, 
« Can all deſert in ſciences exceed.” | 
So alſo is he decyphered by the Honourable 


Simon Harcourt. | 


&« (d) Say, wondrous youth, what column wilt thou 
chuſe, * 
„% What laurel'd arch for thy triumphant Muſe ? 
„ Tho? each great ancient court thee to his ſhrine, 
« Tho' ev* rs, Mat thro* the dome be thine— 
« Go to the good and Jas, an awful train! 
% Thy 9 / zug delight. 
Recorded in like manner for his virtuous difpolition, | 
and gentle bearing, by the ingenious 


Mr. Walter Har, 


in this apoſtrophe ;; ; 

© e) O! ever worthy, ever crown'd with pate 
„ Bleſs'd in thy /fe, and bleſs'd in all thy /ays: 

Add, that the Siſters ev'ry thought refine,. 

« And ev'n thy % be faultleſ as thy line. 

« Yet Envy ſtill with fiercer rage purſues, 

« Obſcures the virtue, and detames the Muſe. 

«© A ſoul like thine, in pain, in grief, reſign'd, 

« Views with juſt ſcorn the malice-of mankind,” _ 


The 1 and moral ſatiriſt. 


Dr. EpwaRD YouxG; 


wiſhing ſome check to the corruption and evil manners 


(e) Verſes to Mr, P. on his tranſlation of Homer, vol. i. p. 10. 
(7) Poem prefixed to his works, vol. i. p. 21. 
0 In his poems, printed for B. Lintot. 
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of the times, callerh out upon our poet to undertake 2 
talk ſo worthy of his virtue: 
N Why flumbers Poyz, who leads the Moſes' 


train, 


Nor hears that Virtue which be les, — 


Mr. Matter, 


in bis Epiſtle on Verbal Criticiſm : 


«+ Whoſe life ſeverely ſcann'd, tranſcends his lays 
For wit fopreme is bot his ſecond praiſe.” 


Mr. Hanmonn, 
that delicate and correct imitator of Tibullus, in his 


| Love-elegies, elegy xiv. - 


Now fir'd by Port and Virtus, leave the age, 
* In low purſuit of ſelf-undoing wrong; 
% And trace the author through bis moral pa 
Whole blameleſs life fill een to tis fo ong.“ 


Mr. Taouson, 


n his elegant and philoſophical poem of the RN 2 


„ Altho” not ſweeter his own Homer fings, 
« Yet is his /i/e the more endearing Jong.” 


To the ſame tune alſo fogeth 12 7 — clerk of 


Suffol k, | | 


Mr. ien BO. R If 


20 Thus, nobly riſing in fair Virtuc's eauſe 
rom thy own 7ife tranſeribe th* unerring laws.” 
4 to cloſe all, hear the Reverend Dean [0G Pa- 
trick's: | N 

«« A foul with ev*ry virtue fraught, 

« By patriots, prieſts, and poets . 

„% Whoſe filial piety excels | 

© Whatever Greeian ſtory tells: - FE 

A genius for each bus'neſs fit, lis af 
_ * Whoſe meanelt talent is his wit,” Sc. 


Let us now recreate thee by turning to the other 


ade, and ſhowing his character drawn by thoſe with 


Univerſal paſſion, fat 5. In his Poems, and at the 
22 n 
whom 


K 
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whom he never converſed, and whoſe countenances he 
could not know, though turned againſt him: Firſt 
again commencing with the high- voiced, and never- 
enough quoted, ; 


Mr. Joux Denxis; 
who in his Reflections on the Eſſay on Criticiſm. thus 
deſcribeth him: A little affected hypocrite, who bas 
« nothing in his mouth but candour, truth, friendſhip, 
« 900d-nature, humanity, and maguanimity. He is 
« {o great a lover of falſehood, that, u henever he 


„„ has a mind to calummate his cotemporaries, he 


« brands them with ſome defect which is juſt contrary 
„ to ſome good quality, for which all their friends and 
* acquaintance commend them. He ſeems to have 
« a particular pique to people / quality, and authors of 
„that rank, He muſt derive his religion from St. 


4 Omer's.“ — But in the character of Mr. P. and his 


writings, (printed by 8. Popping, 1716), he ſaith, 
« Though he is a profeſſor of the worlt religion, yet 
« he laughs at it; but that, ** nevertheleſs, he is a 
« virulent Papiſt ; and yet a pillar for the church of 
% England. : | 

Of both which opinions 


Mr. Lewis Tusosarp BOL 
ſeems alſo to be; declaring, in Miſt's Journal of June 
22, 1718, © That if he is not ſhrewdly abuſed, he 
© made it his practice to cackle to both parties in their 
© own ſentiments.” But, as to his pique againſt people 
of quality, the fame Journaliſt doth not agree; but 
ſaith, (May 8, 1728), “ He bad, by ſome means or 
other, the acquaintance and /riendfſhip of the whole 
% body of our nobility.” SIP 

However contradictory this may appear, Mr, Den- 
nis and Gildon, in the character laſt cited, make it all 
plain, by aſſuring us, That he is a creature that re- 


* conciles all contradictions; he is a beaſt, anda man; 


« a Whip, and a Tory; a writer (at one and the ſame 
44+ U time) 
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= time) of (5) Guardians and Examiners; an __— 


liveriana, p. 14, 16. (/) Gulliveriana, p. 332. (] Anne 
1723. (n) Anno 1729, (o) Preſace to Rem. on the Rape of 


* of libert5, and of the diſpenſing power of kings; a 
« Teſuitical profeſſor of truth; a baſe and foul pre- 


tender to candour.*” 80 that, upon the whole ac- 
count, we mult conclude him either to have been a 


great hypocrite, or a very honeſt man ; a terrible im- 


poſer upon both parties, or very moderate to either. 


Be it as to the judicious reader ſhall ſeem good. Sure 


it is, he is little favoured of certain authors, whoſe 


wrath is perilous: For one declares he ought to have a 
ice ſet on his head, and to be hunted down as a wild” 
beaſt (i). Another proteſts, that he does not know 
what may happen ; adviſes him to inſure his perſon ; ſays. 
he has bitter enemies, and expreſsly declares it will be 
well if he eſcapes with his lie (H. One deſires he would 
eut hit own throat, or hang himſelf (1). But Paſquin 
feemed rather inclined it ſhould be done by the govern- 
ment, "repreſenting him engaged in grievous deſigns 
with a lord of parliament, then under proſecution (m); 
Mr. Dennis himſelf hath written to a mini/er, that he 
is one of the moſt dan Nei perſons i in this kingdom (n); 
and aſſureth the public, that he is an open and mortal 


enemy to his country; a monſter, that will, one day, 


ſhew as daring a-ſoul as a mad Indian, who rang a mruck: 
to kill the firtt Chriſtian he meets (o). Another gives- 
information of treaſon diſcovered in his poem (p). Mr. 
Curl boldly ſupplies an imperfe& verſe 3 kings and 
princeſſes (9). And one Matthew Concanen, yet more. 
impudent, publiſhes at length the two moſt 83 CRED) 


N 


(5 W of two weekly papers. (i) Theobald, Letter 
in Miſt's Journal, June 22, 1728. ) Smedley, Pref. to Gul: 


the Lock, p. 12. and in the laſt page of that treatiſe, | (p) Page 

6, 7, of the Preface; by Concanen, to a book, intitled, A Calls 
tion of all the Letters, Eſſays, Verſes, and Advartifiments. occa- 
fiened by Pope and Swift's Miſcellanies, printed for A. Moore, 
etavo, 712. (2) * 3d edit. p. 18. | 
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Names im this nation, as members of the Dun- 
ciad (r)! bj | 

This is prodigions ; yet it is almoſt as ſtrange, that 
in the midſt of theſe invectives his [greateſt enemies 
have (I know not how) borne teſtimony to ſore merit 
in him. | | 

Mr. Turosard, 

in cenſuring his Shakeſpeare, declares, “ He has fo 
„great an ecm for Mr. Pope, and ſo high an opinion 
4 Of his genius and excellencies ; that, not withſtandin 
« he profeſſes a veneration almoſt rifing to idolatry for 
&« the writings of this inimitable poet, he would be ve- 
<« ry loth even to do him juſtice, even at the expence of 
« that other gentleman's character ().“ 


Mr. CrHarles G1ilDON, 
after having violently attacked him in many ee at 
laſt came to wiſh from his heart, That Mr. Pope 
would be prevailed upon to give us Ovid's Epiſtles 
„ by his hand; for it is certain we fee the original of 
„ Sappho to Phaon with much more life and likeneſs 
* in his verſion, than in that of Sir Car. Scrope.. And 
„this (he adds) is the more to be wiſhed, becauſe in 
« the Engliſh tongue we have ſcarce any thing truly 
« and naturally written upon love (/).“ He allo, in 
taxiag Sir Richard Blackmore for his heterodox opi- 
nions of Homer, een e. him to anſwer what Mr. 


Pope hath ſaid in his preface to that poet. 


Mr. Orůö nixon 


calls him a great maſter of our tongue 3 declares © the 
« purity and perfection of the Englifh language to be 
„found in his Homer; and ſaying there are more 
good verſes in Dryden's Virgil than in any other 
« work, excepts this of our author only (f).“ 


(r) A liſt of perſons, r. at the end of the forementioned Col- 
lection of all the Letters, Eflays, e. () Introduction to his 
Shakeſpeare reſtored, in quarto, p. 3. (/) Commentary 
on the Duke of Buckingham's Eſſay, octavo, 1721. p. 97, 98. 

C) In his proſe Eſſa on Criticiſm. The © 

| 2 
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5 The author of a letter to Mr. Cipnen 
ava, * (4) Pope was ſo good a verſiſier [once], that 
* his predeceſſor, Mr. Dryden, and his cotemporary 
Mr. Prior excepted, the harmony of his numbers ir 
« equal to any body's; and that he d all the merit 
„ that a man can have that way.” And 


Mr. Tronas Cooks. . 


after much blemiſhing our author's Homer, crieth out, 
„But in his other works what beauties ſhine, 
While fweeteſt muſic dwells in ev'ry line! 

„ Theſe he admir'd, on theſe he ſtamp'd his praiſe, 
And hade them live to brighten future days (x).“ 

So alſo one who takes the name of 


— 


— 


H. Sravnorr, | 


the maker of certain verſes to Duncan Campbell 605 
in that poem, which is wholly a ſatire upon Mr. Popes, 


confeſſeth, 
. Pis true, if fineſt notes alone coutd ſhow 
( Tun'd juſtly high, or regularly low) | 
% That we ſhould fame to theſe mere vocals give 
% Por more than we can offer ſhould receive: 
For when ſome gliding river is his theme, 
« His lines -run ſmoother than the ſmoorbeſ 


ſtream, Ce. 


| 4 Misr“ 5 ee June 8, 1728. 
Although he ſays, The ſmooth numbers of the Dun- 


« ciad are all that recommend it, nor has it any other 


„ merit;z”” yet that fame paper hath theſe words; 
The author is allowed to be a perfect maſter of an 
*« eaſy and elegant verſification. In all his works we 
find the moſt happy turns.and natural gen . 
fully ſhort and thick ſown,” 
The Effay on the Dunciad alſo owns, p. 2 5. It is 


00 Printed by J " WARE 1742, p. 11. (x) Battle of ninth 
folio, p. 18. (3) Printed under the title of the Progreſs of 


very 


Dulneſs, n 1728. 
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very full of beautiful images. But the panegyric which 


crowns all that can be ſaid on this poem, is beſtowed 


by our Laureat, 


Mr. Cor IE Cinncr ; 


who © grants it to be a better poem of its kind than 
„ever was writ:“ but adds, © it was a victory over a 
0% parcel of poor wretches, whom it was almoſt cowar- 
% dice to conquer. 
« for having killed ſo many filly flies that offended 
„% him, Could he have let them along, by this time, 
« poor ſouls ! they had all been buried in oblivion (z).“ 
Here we ſee our excellent Laureat allows the juſtice 
of the ſatire on every man in it, but himſelf; as the 
great Mr. Dennis did before him. . 
The ſaid * | | 
Mr. Dexx1is and Mr. Gir pox, 


in the moſt furicus of all their works (the forecited 
character, p. 5) do in concert (a) confeſs, © That 


(2) Cibber's letter to Mr. Pope, p 9, 12. (a) [Tr concert] 
Hear how Mr. Dennis hath proved our miſtake in this place. As 
© to my writing in concert with Mr. Gildon, I declare upon the 
© honour and word of a gentleman, that I never wrote ſo much 
« as one line in concert with any one man whatſoever. And theſe 
« two letters from Gildon will plainly ſhow, that we are not writers 
« in concert with each other. | 


«8 1; | 2 8 | 
The height of my ambition is to pleaſe men of the beſt 
judgment; and finding that 1 have entertained my maſter agree- 
« ably, I have the extent of the reward of my labour.” 4 


48 I R, ep 


<< I had not the opportunity of hearing of your excellent pam- 


« phlet till this day. I am infinitely fatisfied, and pleaſed with it, 
and hope you will meet with that encouragement your admirable 
performance deſerves,” G . | 
| | | Cn, Gitpox.” 
„Now, is it not plain, that any one who ſends fuch compli- 
* ments to another, has not been uſed to write in partnerſhip with 
him to whom he ſends them?“ Dennis, Rem. on the Duac. 
; 50 Mr. Dennis is therefore welcome to take this piece to 
elf. | | 


„% ſome 


A man might as well triumph 


W 
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«© ſome men of underſlanding value dias for his 


66 rhymes; and (p. 17.) © moms he bas got, like Mr. 


“% Bays in the Rehearſal, (that is, like Mr. Dryden), 


„„ a notable knack at rhyming, and writing ſmooth 


t verſe. ? 
Of his Aſay on Man, numerous were the praiſes be- 
ſtowed by bis avowed enemies, in the imagination that 
the ſame was not written by packs as it was Fe 
anonymouſly. | | | 
Thus ung of i it even 1 
| Daa Moaais. 
Er Aufpi icious bard! while all admire thy e 
e bon the ſelfiſh, ignorant, and vain ; 
% I, whom no brihe to ſervile flatt ry drew, © 
6 Muſt pa pay the tribute to thy merit due 


* Thy Muſe ſublime, ſignificant, and clear, 
« Alike en the bow and charms the ear.” 


— 


Add 


i; LEONARD Wins 
thus (5) wrote to the unknown author, on the firſt 
publication of the faid' effay : „ muſt own, after the 
* reception which the vileſt and moſt immoral ribal- 


% dry hath lately met with, I was ſurpriſed to ſee what 


U had long defpaired of, a performance deſ the 
* name of a poet. Such, Sir, is your work. It is, 
tc indeed, above all commendation, and ought to have 
©« been publiſhed in an wars, wer country more worthy 
'< of it. lier teſti of weight any where, you 
„ are ſure to Re it in the ampleſt manner, Sc. 
Ge. Se. ar 

Thus we ſee every one of his works hath been ex» 
tolled. by one or other of his moſt inveterate ene- 
mies; and to the ſucceſs of them all they do una- 
nimouſſy give teſtimony. - But it is ſufficient, in/tar 
omnizm, to behold the great critic, Mr. Dennis, 


ſorely lamenting it, even. from the Eſſay on Eri- 


&) In a liter vader bi ows had, dated March 12, 179% 
ucilm 
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ticiſm to this day of the Dunciad ! © A moſt notorious - 


„ inſtance (quoth he) of the depravity of genius and 
« taſte, the approbation this eſſay meets with (c). I 
« can Yafely affirm, that I never attacked any of theſe 
« writings, unleſs they had ſucceſ infinitely beyond 
« their merit. —This, though an empty, has been a 


e popular ſeribbler. The epidemic madneſs of the times 


« has given him reputation (4).—If, after the crycl 
treatment fo many extraordinary men (Spenſer, Lord 
« Bacon, Ben Johnſon, Milton, Butler, Otway, and 
* others) have received from this country, for theſe 
« laſt hundred years, I fhould ſhift the ſcene, and ſhow 
« all that penury changed at once to riot and.profuſe- 
&« neſs; and more ſquandered away upon one object, 
% than would have ſatisfied the greater part of thoſe 
« extraordinary men; the reader to whom this one 
« creature ſhould be unknown, would fancy him a 

« digy of art and nature, would believe that all the 
« great qualities of theſe perſons were centered in him 
„ alone, —But if I ſhould venture to aſſure him, that 


* the PeoFLE of EnGLanD had made ſuch a choice— © 


* the reader would either believe me a malicious enemy 
& and //anderer, or that the reign of the laſt (Queen 
% Anne's) miniſtry was deſigned by fate to encourage 
«© fools (e).“ | 1 
But it happens, that this our poet never had any 
place, penſion, or gratuity, in any ſhape, from the 
{aid glorious Queen, or = of her miniſters. All he 
owed in the whole courſe of his life to any court, was 
a ſubſcription for his Homer, of 2col. from King 
George I. and tool. from the Prince and Princeſs, 
However, leſt we imagine our author's ſucceſs was 
conſtant and univerſal, they acquaiut us of certain 
works in a leſs degree of repute, whereof, although 
owned by others, yet do they aſſure us, he is the writer, 


(c) Dennis, Pref, to his Refle&. on tl. Eſſay on Criticiſm; 
(4) Pref. to his Rem. on Homer. | 
( Rem. on Homer, p. 8, 9. 
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Oft this ſort Mr. Dæxxis (J) aſeribes to him ? /arcer, 


whoſe names he does not tell, but aſſures us that here 
is not one jeſt in them; and an imitation of Horace, 
whoſe titlg he does not mention, but aſſures us 1 7, 
much more execrable than all his works (g). The Di- 
LY Journal, May 11, 1728, aſſures us, He is be- 
low Tom Durfey in the Drama, becauſe (as that 
% writer thinks) the Marriage-hater matched, and the 
% Beoarding-ſcheol are better than the ¶ Hat · dye · call it; 
which is not Mr. Pope's, but Mr. Gay's. Mr. Gil pon 
aſſures us, in his New Rehearſal, p. 48. That he 
« was writing a play of the Lady Jane Grey ;” but it 
afterwards proved to, be Mr. Rowe's. . We are aſſured 
by another, “ He wrote a pamphlet called Dr. Andrew 
% Tripe ();“ which proved to be one Dr. Wag- 
Raff's. Mr. TxzoBaLp aſſures us, in Miſt of the 27th 
of April, * That the treatiſe of the Profound is very 
% dull, and that Mr. Pope is the author of it.“ The 
writer of Gulliveriana is of another opinion; and ſays, 
% the whole, or greateſt part of the merit of this trea- 
4 tiſe, muſt and can only be aſcribed to Gulliver (i).“ 
| Here, e reader ! cannot I but ſmile at the ſtrange 
blindneſs and poſitiveneſs of men; knowing the ſaid 
treatiſe to appertain to none other but to me, Martinus 
Scriblerus.] 

Me are aſſured in Miſt of June 8, That his own 
% plays and farces would better have adorned the Dun- 
% cjad, than thoſe of Mr, Theobald; for he had nei- 
„ ther genius for tragedy nor comedy.” Which, 
whether true or not, it is not eaſy to judge; in as 
much as he had attempted neither. Unleſs we will 
take it for granted, with Mr. Cibber, that his being 
once very angry at hearing a friend's play abuſed, was 
an infallible proof the play was his own; the ſaid Mr. 


Cibber thinking it impoſſible for a man to be much 


concerned for any but himſelf : «© Now let any man 


;\( f) Ibid. p- 8. (g) Character of Mr. Pope, p. 7. 
(5 Ibid. p. 6. (5) Gul. p. 336. - 
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« judge (faith he) by this concern, who was the true 
« mother of the child (4). 

But, from all that hath been ſaid, the diſcerning 
reader will colle&, that it little availed our author to 
have any candour, ſince, when he declared he did not 


write for others, it was not credited; as little to have 
any modeſty, ſince, when he declined writing in any” 


way himſelf, the preſumption of others was imputed to 
him. If he ſingly enterprized one great work, he was 
taxed of boldneſs and madneſs to a prodigy (/). If he 
took aſſiſtants in another, it was complained of, and 
repreſented as a great injury to the public 0 The 
loftieſt heroics, the loweſt ballads, treatiſes againſt 
the ſtate or church, ſatires on lords and ladies, raillery 


on wits and authors, {quabbles with bookſellers, or even 


full and true accounts of monſters, poiſons, and mur- 
ders; of any hereof was there nothing ſo good, nothing 
fo bad, which hath not at one or other ſeaſon been to 
him aſcribed. If it bore no author's name, then lay 


he concealed : if it did, he fathered it upon that author 
to be yet better concealed. If it reſembled any of his 
ſtyles, then it was evident; if it did not, then diſguit- 


ed he it on ſet purpoſe. Yea, even direct oppoſitions 
im religion, principles, and politics, have equally been 


ſuppeſed in him inherent. Surely a moſt rare and 


ſingular character-! Of which let the reader make what: 
he can. 


Doubtleſs moſt commentators would hence take oc- 
cation to turn all to their author's advantage, and from 


the teſtimony of his very enemies would affirm, That 


his capacity was boundleſs, as well as his imagination; 


that he was a perfect maſter of all ſtyles, and all argu- 
ments; and that. there was in thoſe times no other 


writer, in anykind, of any degree of excellence, ſave he 
himſelf, But as this is not our own ſentiment, we ſhall 


(z) Cibber's Letter to Mr. Pope, p. 19. 
(/) Burnet's Homerides, p. I. of his tranſlation of the Iliad. 


( The London aud Miſt's Journals, on his undertaking the 


Odylley. 
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determine on nothing; but leave thee, gentle reader, | 
to ſteer thy judgment equally between various opi- | 
nions, and to chuſe whether thou wilt incline to the 
teſtimonies of authors avowed, or of authors conceal- 
ed; of thoſe who knew him, or of thoſe who knew 
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OF THE POEM, 


HIS poem, as it celebrateth the moſt grave and- 


ſo is it of the moſt grave and ancient kind. Homer 
(ſaith Ariſtotle) was the firſt who gave the form, and 
(faith Horace) who: adapted the meaſure, to heroie 
poeſy. But even before this, may be rationally pre- 
fumed from what the ancients have left written, was a 
piece by Homer compoſed, of like nature and matter 
with this of our poet.. For of epic ſort it appeareth to 


have been, yet of matter ſurely not unpleaſant ; wit- - 


neſs what is reported of it by the learned Archbiſhop 
Euſtathius, in Oayſſi x. And accordingly Ariltotle, in 
his Poetic, chap. iv. doth further ſet forth, that as the 
Hiad and Odyſſey gave example to tragedy, fo did 
this poem to comedy its firſt ide. 

From theſe authors alſo it ſnould ſeem, that the be- 
ro, or chief perſonage of it was no leſs obſcure, and his 
underſtanding and ſentiments. no leſs qaaint| and 
ſtrange (if indeed! not more ſo) than any of the actors 
of our poem. MaxGiTEs was the name of this-perſon- 
age, whom antiquity recordeth to have been Dunce 
the Fir; and ſurely from what we hear. of him, not 
unworthy to be the root of ſo ſpreading a tree, and fo 
numerous a poſlerity. The poem therefore celebrating 


him was properly and abſolutely a Darnciad ; which, 


though now unhappily loſt, yet is its nature ſufficient- 
ly known by the infallible tokens-aforeſaid; And thus 
it doth appear, that the firſt Dunciad was the fir 
epic poem, written by Homer himſelf, and anterior 
even to the Iliad or Odyſſey. 

Now, foraſmuch as our poet hath tranflated thoſe 


two famous works of Homer which are yet left, he did 


D-.q - - Conet*;n 


ancient of things, Chaos, Night, and Dulneſs; 
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conceive it in ſome ſort his duty to imitate that alſo 
Which was loſt : and was therefore induced to beſtow | 
on it the ſame form which Homer's is reported to have 
had, namely, that of epic poem; with a title alſo 
of Dunciad. | ö | | 

Wonderful it is, that ſo few of the moderns have 
deen ftimnalated to attempt ſome Dunciad ! ſince, in the 
opinion of the multitude, it might coſt leſs pain and 
toilthan an imitation of the greater epie. But poſſible 
it is alfo, that, on due reflection, the maker might find 
it eaſier to paint & Charlemagne, a Brute, or a God- 
frey, with juſt pomp and dignity heroic,- than a Mar- 
gites, a Codrus, or a Fleckno. 

We ſhall next declare the occaſion and the eauſe 
which moved our poet to this particular work. He li- | 
ved in thoſe days when (after Providence had permit- | 
ted the invention of printing as a ſcourge for the fins of 
the learned) paper alſo became ſo cheap, and printers | 
ſo numerous, that a deluge of authors covered the land: | 
whereby not only the peace of the honeit unwriting | 
ſubje&t was daily _ moleſted, but unmerciful — 4 
were made of his applauſe, yea of his money, by fuch 
as would neither earn the one, nor deſerve; the other. 
At the ſame time, the licence of the preſs was ſuch, that 
it grew dangerous to refuſe them either: for they would 
forthwith publiſh ſſanders unpuniſhed; the authors be- 
ing anonymous, and ſculking under the wings of pub- 
liſhers, a ſet of men who never ſcrupled to vend either 
calumny or blaſphemy, as long as the town would call 
for it. | 
(a) Now our author, living in thoſe times, did con- 

ceive it an endeavour well worthy an honeſt ſatiriſt, to 
diſſuade the dull, and puniſh the wicked, the only way 
that was left. In that public ſpirited view he laid the 
plan of this poem, as the teſt ſervice he was capa- 
ble 3 hurt, 32 ſlain) to render his 
dear country. Firſt, taking things from their ori- 
ginal, he conſidereth the cauſes creatize of ſuch au- 

{a} Vide Boſſu, du Poeme Epique, ch. vin. | ; 
| 7 thors, | 
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: thors, namely, Dulneſs and Poverty; the one born with 


them, the other oontracted by neglect of their proper 
talents, through ſelf· conceit of greater abilities. This- 
truth he wrappeth in an allegory (b), (as the conſtrue- 
tion of Epic Poefy requireth); and- feigns that one of 
theſe goddeſſes had taken up her abode with the other, 
and that they jointly inſpired all- ſuch writers and ſuch- 
works: (c) He proceedeth to ſhew the qualities-they 
beſtow on theſe authors, and the efeds they pro- 
duce (4) ; then the materials, or ſtock, with which they 
furniſh them (e) : and (above all) that eie (F 
which cauſeth it io ſeem-to-themfelves vaſtly greater 
than it is, and is-the prime motive of their ſetting up 
in this ſad and ſorry merchandiſe. . « The great power 
of theſe goddeſſes acting in alliance (whereof as the one 
is the mother of Induſtry, ſo is the other of Plodding) 
was to be exemplified in ſome one, great and remarkable 
action (g): And none could be more ſo than that 
which our poet hath choſen, viz. the reſtoration of the 
reign of Chaos and Night, by the miniſtry of Dulneſs. 
their daughter, in the removal- of her imperial ſeat 
from the city to the polite. world, as the action of the 
Eneid is the reſtoration of the empire of Troy, by the 
removal of the race from thence to Latium. But as 
Homer finging only the wrath of- Achilles, yet in- 
eludes in his poem the whole hiſtory of the Trojan war; 
in like manner our author. hath drawn into this ingle 
action the whole hiſtory of Dulneſs and her children. 

A perſon malt next be fixed upon to ſupport this ac- 
tion, This phantom in the poet's mind muſt have a 
name (hb); He finds it to be ; and he becomes 
of courſe the hero of the poem. 

The fable being thus, according to the beſt example, 
one and entire, as contained in the propolition ; the 
machinery is a continued chain of allegories, ſetting 


forth the whole power, miniſtry, and empire of Dul- 


(5) Boſſa, chap. vii (e) Book 1. ver. 33, Us. (h Ver. 
45, to 54. (e) Ver. 57,to 77. (/) Ver. 80. (g) Ibid. chap. 


vil, vl. (5) Boſſu, chap. vii. vide Atiſtot. poctic. cap. ix. 
neſs, 
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nefs, extended through her ſubordinate inſtruments, | it 


all her various operations. 


This is-branched into epiſodes ; each of which bach 


us moral apart, though all conducive to the main end. 


The crowd aſſembled in the ſecond book, demonſtrates 
the delign to be more extenſive than to bad poets only, 


and that we may expect other epiſodes of the patrons,. 
encouragers,. or paymalters of ſuch authors, as occa-- 


fion ſhall bring them forth. And the third book, if 


well conſidered, ſeemeth to embrace the whole world, 


Each of the games relateth to ſome or other vile claſs 
of writers. The fitſt concerneth the plagiary, to whom- 
he giveth the name of More; the ſecoud the libellous 
novelliſt, whom be ſtyleth Eliza; the third, the flat- 
tering dedicator; the fourth, the bawling "critic, or 
noiſy poet ; the fifth, the dark and dirty party- writer ; 
and ſo of the reſt; aſſigning to each ſome proper nams 
or other, ſueh as 4 could find. 
As for the characters the public: hath already ac- 
knowledged how juitly they are drawn. The manners 


are ſo depicted, and the ſentiments: ſp peculiar to thoſe 
to whom applied, that ſurely to transfer them to any 
other wiſer perſonages, would be, exceeding difficult. 


And certain it is, that every perſon concerned, being 
conſulted apart. hath readily owned the reſemblance of 
every portrait, his own excepted. So. Mr. Cibber calls 
them, * a parcel of poor wretches, ſo many filly flies “. 


but adds, our © author's wit is remarkably more bare 


«© :nd barren, whenever it would fall foul on Litter, 


„ than upon any other perſon whatever (7).”? 


Ihe | deſcriptions are ſingular, the compariſens very 
quaint, the narration various, yet of one colour: the 
purity and chaſtity of dickion, is fo preſerved, that in the 
places moſt ſuſpicious, not the word, but only the 
images, have been cenſured; and yet are thoſe images 
no other than have been ſandified by ancient and claſ- 


ſeal authority, (though, as was the manner of thoſe 


good times, not ſo-.curiouſly wrapped. up), yea, and 


commented upon by the moſt grave doctors, and ap- 


proved critics. 


(i) Cibber's letter to Mr. P. p. 9, 12, 41. A, 
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As it beareth the name of Epic, it is thereby ſub- 
Red to ſuch ſevere indifpenfible rules as are laid on 
all neoterics, a ſtrict imitation of the ancients ; inſo- 
much that any deviation, accompanied. with whatever 
poetic beauties, hath always been cenſured by the ſound 
critic. How exact that limitation hath been in this 

iece, appeareth not only by its general ſtructure, but 
by particular alluſions infinite, many whereof have 
eſcaped both the commentator and poet himſelf; yea, 
divers by his exceeding diligence, are ſo altered and 
interwoven with the reft, that ſeveral have already 
been, and more will be, by tbe ignorant abuſed, as al- 
together and originally his own, 

Fn a word, the whole poem proveth itſelf ts be the 
work of our author, when his faculties were in full vi- 

our and perfection; at that exact time when years 
— ripened the 2 without diminiſhing the 
imagination: which, by good critics, is held to be 
punctually at forty., For at that feaſon it was that Vir- 
gil finiſhed his Georgics ; and Sir Richard Blackmore 
at the like age compoſing his Arthurs, declared, the 
ſame to, be the very acme and pitch of life for epic 
poeſy ; though ſince he hath altered it to ii, the year 
in which he publiſhed his Alfred (4). True it is, 
that the talents for critici/m, namely, ſmartneſs, quick 
cenſure, vivacity of remark, certainty of aſſeveration, 
indeed all but acerbity, ſeem rather the gifts of youth 
than of riper age. But it is far otherwiſe in paetry ; © 
witnels the 5 of Mr. Rymer and Mr. Dennis, who, 
beginning with criticiſm, became afterwards ſuch poets 
as no age hath paralleled. With good reaſon therefore 
did our author chuſe to write his effay on that ſubjeR. 
at twenty, and reſerve for his maturer years this great 
and wonderful work of the Dunciad. | 


(4) Sce his Eſſays. 
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P the nature of Dunciad in general, whence de- 


" rived, and on what authority founded, as well 
as of the art and conduct of this our poem in particu-- 


lar, the learned and laborions Scriblerus hath, accord- 
ing to his manner, and with tolerable ſhare of Judg- 


ment, diſſertated. But when he cometh to ſpeak of the 
perſon of the hero fitted for ſuch poem, in truth he mi- 
ſerably halts and hallucinates. For, miſled by one 
Monſieur Boſſu, a Gallic critic, he prateth of I cannot 
tell what phantom of a hero, only raifed up to ſupport 
the fable. A putid conceit ! as if Homer and Virgil, 
like modern. undertakers, who firſt | build their houſe, 
and then ſeek out for a tenant, had contrived the ſtory 
of a war and a wandering, before they once e 
either of Achilles or Kuens. We ſhall therefore ſet 
our good brother and the world alſo right in this par- 
ticular, by affuring them, that, in the greater Epic, 


the prime intention of the Muſe is to exalt heroic vir= | 


tue, in order to propagate the love of it among the chii- 
dren of men; and conſequently that the poct's firit 
thought muſt needs be turned upon a real ſubject meet 


for laud and celebration; not one whom he is to make, 


g 


but ene whom he may find, truly illuſtrious. This is 
the primum mobile of his poetic world, whence every 
thing is to receive life and motion. For this ſubject 
being found, he is immediately ordained, or rather ac- 
knowledged an hers, and put upon ſuch action as befit- 
teth the diguity of his character. 

But the Muſe ceaſeth not here her eagle flight. For 
ſometimes ſatiated with the contemplation of theſe 
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fun: of glory, ſhe turneth downward on her wing, and 
darts with Jove's lightning on the g29/e and /erper? 
kind. For we may apply to the Muſe in her various 
moods, what an ancient maſter of wiſdom affirmet h of 
the gods in general: Si Dii non iraſcunter impiis et in- 
Juſtis, nec pios utique Juſtoſque diligunt. In rebus enim ' 
diverſit, aut in utramque partem moveri neceſſe eff, aut in 
neutram. ITtaque qui bonos diligit, et males odit ; et qui 
males non odit, nec bonus diligit. Quia et diligere bonos 
ex odio malorum ventt ; et malos odifſe ex bonorum caritate 
deſcendit. Which in our vernaculzr idiom may be thus 
interpreted : “ If the gods be not provoked at evil 
«© men, neither are they delighted with the good and 
« juſt. For contrary objects mult either excite contra- 
* ry affections, or no affections at all. So that he who 
* loveth good men, muſt at the ſame time hate the 
c bad; and he who hateth not bad men, cannot love 
* the good: becauſe to love good men proceedeth from 
« an averſion to evil; and to hate evil men from a 
te tenderneſs to the good,” From this delicacy of the 
Muſe aroſe the little Epic, (more lively and -choleric 
than her elder fiſter, whoſe bulk and complexion in- 
celine her to the flegmatic); and for this, ſome notorious 
vehicle of vice and folly was ſought out, to make there- 
of an example, An early inſtance of-which (nor could 
it eſcape the accurate Scriblerus) the father of epic 
poem himſelf affordeth us. From him the practice de- 
ſcended to the Greek dramatic poets, his offspring ; 
who, in the compoſition of their zetralogy, or ſet of 
four pieces, were wont to make the laſt a 2 tragedy. 
Happily, one of theſe ancient Dunciads (as we may well 
term it) is come down unto us, amongſt the tragedies 
of the poet Euripides. And what doth the reader ſup- 
pole may be the ſubje& thereof? Why, in truth, and 
it is worthy obſervation, the unequal conteſt of an cd, 
dull, debauched buffoon Cyclops, with the heaven - directed 
Javourite of Minerva; who, after having quietly borne 
all the monſter's obſcene and impious ribaldry, endeth 
the farce in puniſhiog him with the mark of an inde- 

| lible 
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lible brand in his forehead. May we not then be excul-. 
ed, if for the future we conſider the Epics of Homer, 
Virgil, and Milton, together with this our poem, as a 
complete tetralogy, in which the laſt worthily holdeth 
the place or ſtation of the ſatiric piece? 
Proceed we therefore in our ſubject. It hath been 
long, and, alas for pity ! ſtill remaineth a queſtion, 
whether the hero of the greater Epic ſhould be an ng 
man; or, as the French critics expreſs it, an honn#te 
homme (a)? But it never admitted of any doubt, but that 
the hero of the /ittle Epic ſhould be juſt the contrary, 
Hence, to the advantage of our Dunciad, we may 
obſerve how much juſter the moral of that poem muft 
needs be, where ſo important a queſtion is previouſly 
decided. 4 
But then it is not every knave, nor (let me add) 
every fool, that is a fit ſubjeR for a Dunciad. There 
muſt ſtill exiſt ſome analogy, if not reſemblance of qua- 
lities between the heroes of the two poems ; and this in 
order to admit what neoterie critics call the parody, one 
of the livelieſt graces of the little Epic. Thus it being 
2 that the conſtituent qualities of the greater 
Epie Hero, are wiſdom, bravery, and love, from | 
whence ſpringeth heroic virtue; it followeth, that thoſe 
of the leſſer Epic Hero ſhould be vanity, aſſurance, and 
debauchery, from which happy aſſemblage reſulteth 
heroic dulneſy, the never-dying ſubject of this our 


. m. 

"This being ſettled, come we now to particulars. | 
& is the character of true 4vi/dem, to ſeek its chief 
ſilpport and confidence within itſelf ; and to place 
that ſupport in the reſources which proceed from a 
conſcious rectitude of will. And are the advan- 
tages of vanity, when ariſing to the heroic ſtandard, 
at all ſhort of this ſelf-complacence ? Nay, are they 
Mot, in the opinion of the enamoured owner, far be- 
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yond it? „Let the world (will ſuch an one ſay) im 
« pute to me what folly or weakneſs they pleaſe; but 
« till wiſdom can give me ſomething that will make me 
« more heartily happy, I am content to be 64235 
« ar (b).” This; we ſee, is vanity, according to the 
her:ic gage or meaſure; not that low and ignoble ſpe- 
cies which pretendeth to virtues we have nat; but the 
jaudable ambition of being gazed at for glorying in 
thoſe vices, which every body knows we habe.. The 
«- world may aſk ſaree why 1 make my follies pub- 
«lic? Why not? 1 have paſſed my time very pleaſant- 
« ly with them (c).“ In ſhort, there is no ſort of va- 
nity ſuch a hero would ſeruple, but that which might 
go near to degrade him from his high ſtation in this. 
our Dunciad ; namely, Whether it would not be va- 
« nity in him to take ſhame to himſelf for not being ae 
"© nue man (di 
Bravery, the ſeeond attribute of the true hero, is 
courage manifeſting itſelf in every limb; while its cor- 
reſpondent virtue in the mock hero, is, that ſame cou- 
rage all collected into the g And as power, when 
drawn together, muſt needs have more force and ſpi- 
rit than when diſperſed, we generally find this kind of 
courage in ſo high and heroic a degree, that it inſults 
not only men, but gods. Mezentius is, without doubt, 
the braveſt character in all the Eueis: But how? His 
bravery, we know, was an high courage of blaſphe- 
my. And can we-ſay leſs of this brave man's, whe 
having told us, that he placed“ his ſammum bonum in 
** thoſe follies, which he was not content barely to poſ- 
©«-ſeſs, but would likewiſe glory in,” adds, % am 
te miſguided, iv is NATURE'S FAULT, and ] follow 
* HER (e).“ Nor can we be miſtaken in making this 
happy quality a ſpecies of courage, when we conſider 
thoſe illuſtrious marks of it, which made his race 
more known (as he juſtly baaſteth) than moſt in 
**the kingdom ;”” and his /anguage to conſiſt of what 


(3) Dedication to the life of C. C. c) Life, p. 2. N vo. edit. 
(4) Life, ibid. (e) Life, p. 23. Fa, : - | 
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_. ſcore. How doth his modeſty herein leſſen the merit 
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we muſt allow to be the moſt: daring. figure .of- ſpeech, 
that which is taken from the name of: G. 
Gentle love, the next (ingredient in the true hero's 
compoſition, is a mere bird of paſſage, or (as Shake. ſo 
ſpeare calls it) ſummer-teeming luſt, and evaporates in * 
| x 6 heat of youth 5 doubtleſs by that refinement it ſuf | 
fers in paſſing through thoſe certain flrainers which our th 
poet ſomewhere ſpeaketh of. But. when it is let alone 
to work upon the les, it acquireth ſtrength by old age, 
and becometh a laſting ornament to the Jitle Epic. It 
is true, indeed, there is one objection to its fitneſs for 
ſuch an uſe; for not only the ignorant may think it 
common, but it is admitted to be even by him who 
beſt knoweth its value. Don't you think (argueth 
he) to ſay only a man bat his whore (J), ought to. i 
« go for little or nethong ?. becauſe de/endit. numerus ; 
« take the firſt ten thauſand men you meet, and I be- 
„ Heve you would be no. loſer if you betted ten to one, 
4 that every ſingle ſinner of them, one with another, 
« had been guilty of the ſame frailty (g ).” But here 
he ſeemeth not to have done juſtice to himſelf, The 
man is ſure enough a hero, who hath his lady at four-⸗- 


of a whole wwell-ſpent life; not taking to himſelf the 
commendation (which Horace accounted the greateſt 
in a theatrical character) of continuing to the very 

dregs, the ſame he was from the beginning. | 


| b 
— Servetur ad iuun pie 


But here, in juſtice both to the poet and the hero, let ; 


us farther remark, that the calling her hit whore, im- 4 
plieth ſhe was his ow7, and not his zeighbour's. Truly the 
a commendable continence ! and fuch as Seipio himſelf tho 
. Alluding to theſe lines in the epiſt. to Dr. Arbuthnot, vol. i, " 
And bas not Colley (till bis lord and whore, | = 


His butchers Henly, bis free maſons More? 
(s) Letter to Mr. P. P · 46. | 


muſt | 


* 
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muſt have applauded. For how much ſelf-denial was 
neceſſary not to covet his neighbour's whore? and what 
diſorders muſt the coveting her have occaſioned in that 
ſociety, where (according to this political calculator) 
zine in ten of all ages have their concubines ! 

We have now, -as briefly as we could deviſe, gone 
through the three conſtituent qualities of either hero, 
But it is not in any, or in all of theſe, that heroiſm 
properly or eſſentially reſideth. It is a lucky reſult ra- 
ther from the colliſion of theſe lively qualities againit 
one another. Thus, as from wiſdom, bravery, and 
love, ariſeth magnanimity, the object of admiration, 
which is the aim of the greater Epic; , from vanity, 
aſſurance, and debauchery, ſpringeth bufoonery, the 
ſource of ridicule, that “ laughing ornament,” as he“ 
well termeth it (5), of the little Epie. 5 0. 

He is not aſhamed (God forbid he ever ſhould be 
aſhamed!) of this character; who deemech, that not 
reaſon, but ri/biity diſtinguiſhetb the human _ 
from the brutal. As Nature (ſaith this profound 
40 philoſopher) diſtinguiſhed our ſpecies from the mute 
% creation by our riſibility, her deſign musT have 
„ been by that faculty as evidently to raiſe our narri - 
* NEBS, as by ou Or ſablime (oui RED FACES) 
6 to lift the dignity of our Fox above them (i.)“ All 
this conſidered, how complete a hero muſt he be; as 
well as how bappy a- man, whoſe riſibility lieth not 
barely in his »w/cles, as in the common ſort, but (as 
himſelf informeth us) in his very ſpiritt? And whofe 
Os ſublime is not ſimply an ere&# face, but a brazen 
head; as ſhould ſeem by his preferring it to one of iron, 
ſaid to belong to the late King of Sweden (&). 

But whatever perſonal qualities a bero may have, 
the examples of Achilles and Eneas ſhew us, that all 
thoſe are of ſmall avail, without the conftant aſitance _ 


) Letter to Mr. P. p. 31. 95 
(4) Letter, p. 8. p. 3 ()-Life, p. 23, 24. | 
| VT 
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.of the Gods: for the ſubverſion and erection of em- 
pires have never been adjudged the work of man. 1 
How greatly ſoever then we may eſteem of his high 
talents, - we can hardly conceive: his -perſonal proweſs 
alone ſufficient to. reſtore the decayed empire of Dul- 
_ . neſs. So weighty an atchievemeat malt require the par- 
- - ticular favour and protection of the r; who being 
the natural patrons and ſupporters of /ztters, as the an- 
. cient gods were of Trey, mult firſt be drawn off, and en- 
gaged in another intereſt, before the total ſubverſian 
_ of them can be accompliſhed. To ſurmount, therefore, 
this laſt and great difficulty, we have, in this excel- 
lent man, à profeſſed favourite and intimado of the 
great. And look, of what force ancient piety was to 
draw the gods into the party of ZEneas; that, and 
much ſtropger is modern incenſe, to engage the great 
in the party of Dcinels. . 2 5 
Thus have we eſſayed to pourtray or ſhadow opt 
- this. noble imp of Fame. But now the impatient rea- 
der will be apt to ſay, If ſo many and various graces go 
to the making vp of a hero, what, mortal ſhall ſvffice to 
bear his character? Ill hath he read, who ſeeth not, in 
every trace of this picture, that individual, ALL-Accom- 
- PLISHED- PERSON, in whom theſe rare virtues and lucky þ 
circumſtances have agreed to meet and concentre with 
the ſtrongeſt luſtre and fulleſt harmony. | | 
_ * The good Sctiblerus indeed, nay the world itſelf, 
may be impoſed an, in the late ſpurious editions, by I 
cannot tell what ſham bers or phantom but it was not 


. ſo: eaſy to impoſe on nin whom this egregious error f 
moſt of all concerned. For no ſooner had the ſourth . 
- book laid open the high and ſwelling ſcene, but he re- 
cogniſed his own heroic acts: and when he came to the * 
words, ; 1, | Þ 
Soft on her lap her laureat ſon reclines, x, 
(though /aureat imply no more than one crowned with | 1 
. laurel, as befitteth any aſſociate or conſort in empire), | 
he loudly reſented this indignity to violated Majeſty. of 


Indeed | 
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Indeed not without cauſe, be being there repreſented | 


7/2 aſleep ; ſo miſbeſeeming the eye of empire, which, 
IP Providence, ſhould-never doze nor ſlumber, 
« Hah! (faith he), faſt aſleep, it ſeems ! that's alittle 
«< too ſtrong. Pert and dull-at leaſt you might have 
« allowed me, but as ſeldom afleep-as-any fool (/).“ 
However, the injured hero may comfort himſelf with 
this reflection, that though it be a Jeep, yet it is not 
the /[:ep of death, but of immortality. Here he will () 
live at leaſt, though not-awake, and in no worſe con- 
dition than many an inchanted warrior before him. 
The famous Durandarte, for inſtance, was, like him, 


caſt into a lang {lumber by Merlin the Britiſh bard aud 


necromancer ; and his example for . ſubmitting to it 
with a good grace, might be of -uſe to our hero. For 
that diſaſtrous knight being ſorely preſſed or driven to 
make his anſwer by ſeveral perſons of quality, only re- 
-plied with a ſigh, Patience, and ſhuffle the cards. (n). 

- But now, as nothing in this world, no not the moſt 
ſacred or perfect things, either of religion or govern- 


ment, can eſcape the ſting of envy, methinks I already 


hear theſe carpers objecting to the elearneſs of our he- 


ro's title. % e | 
It would never {ſay they) have been eſteemed ſuf- 
ficient to make an hero for the Iliad or ÆEneis, that 


Achilles was brave enough to overturn one empire, or 


Eneas pious enough to - raiſe another, had they not 
been goddeſs- born, and princes bred. What then did 
this author mean, by erecting a player inſtead of one 
of his patrons, (a perſon never a hero even on the 
« ſtage (o), to this dignity of colleague in the em- 
pire of Dulneſs, and atchiever of a work that neither 


old Omar, Attila, nor John of Leyden eould entirely - 


bring to paſs. 41 ' 

Io all this we have, as we conceive, a ſufficient an- 
ſwer from the Roman hiſtorian, Fabrum eſſe ſuæ quem- 
.que fortunz : That every man it the ſmith of his own fore 


(/) Letter, p. 53. (e) Ibidp. 1. () Don Quixotte, part 
. book 2. chap. 22. (o) See Life, P · 148. ; 


E 3 tune. 
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tune. The politic Florentine, Nicholas Machiavel, 
oeth ſtill farther, and affirmeth, that a man needeth 
— to believe himſelf” a hero to be one of the worthieſt. 
«© Let bim (faith he) but fancy himſelf capable of the 
«© higheſt things, and he will of courſe be able to 
„ atchieve them.” From this principle it follows, that 
nothing can exceed our hero's proweſs, as nothing ever 
cqualled the greatneſs of his conceptions. Hear how he 
_ conſtantly paragons himſeif; at one time to Arts xan- 
ts the Great, and Craries XII. of Sweden, for the 
_ exceſs and delicacy of his ambition (); to HENRY IV. 
of France, for honeſt policy (4) ; to the firſt Bau rus, 
for love of liberty (7); and to Sir RozexT Warrorz, 
for good government while in power (2): At another 
time, to the godlike SocaArEs, for his diverſions and 
amuſements (f); to Horace, MonTaicne, and Sir 
Wittianm TENrrx, for an elegant vanity that maketh 
them for ever read and admired (u); to-Two Lord 
" *CHANnCELLORS, for law, from whom, when confederate 
againſt him at the bar, he carried away the prize of 
eloquence (x); and, to ſay all in a word, to the Right 
Reverend the Lord Bis hor of London himſelf, in the 
art of writing paſtoral letters (3). | | 
Nor did his actian: fall ſhort of the 


face to face in Nottingham, at'a time when his betters 
contented themſelves with /o//owing her. It was here 
he got acquainted with G{d Battle-array, of whom he 
hath made ſo honourable mention in one of bis immor- 
tal odes. But he ſhone in courts as well as in camps: 


he was called up, when the nation fell in labour of this | 


revolution (a): and was a goſſip at her chriſtening, with 
the Biſhop and the ladies (6). 2 * 


As to his birth, it is true, he pretended no relation 
either to heathen god or goddeſs; but, what is as 


(O See Life, p. 149. (7) P. 425. (r) P. 366. () P. 457. | 


(%) P. 425. (x) P. 436, 437. 


92 P. 18. 
5 (a) P. 57. () P. 58, 59. 


(3) P. 52. 
( P. 47. 8 
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„ he was deſcended from a maker of both (c). 
And that he did not paſs himſelf on the world for a he- 
ro, as well by birth as education, was his own fault: 
ſor his > he bringeth into his life as an anecdote, 
and is ſenſible he had it in his power to be thought no 
body's fon at all (d): and what is that but coming into 
the world a hero? 7 | 

But be it, (the punctilious laws of epic poeſy ſo requir- 
ing), that a hero of more than mortal birth muſt needs 
be had; even for this we have 2 remedy. We can 
eaſily derive our hero's pedigree from a goddeſs of no 
ſmall power and authority amongſt men; and legiti- 
mate and inſtal him after the right claſſical and authen- 
tic faſhion : for, like as the ancient ſages found a ſon of 
Mars in a mighty warrior; a ſon of Neptune in a ſkil- 


ſul ſeaman; a ſon of Phœbus in a harmonious poet; fo 


have we here, if need be, a ſon of Foa runs in an art- 
ful gameſter. And who fitter than the Offspring of 
Chance to aſſiſt in reſtoring the empire of - Night and 
Chags ? 1 | | 
There is in truth another objection of greater weight, 
namely. That this hero ſtill exiſteth, and hath not 
yet finiſhed his earthly courſe. | For if Solon ſaid 
« well, That no man could be called happy till his 
« death, ſurely much leſs can any one, till then, be 
„ pronounced a hero: this ſpecies of men being far 
more ſubject than others to the caprices of fortune 
„% and humour.” But to this alſo we have an anſwer, 
that will, we hope, be deemed deciſive, - It cometh 
from himſelf, who, to cut this matter ſhort, hath ſo- 
lemnly proteſted, that he will never change or amend. 
With regard to his vanity, he declareth that no- 
thing ſhall ever part them. Nature (faith he) hath 
*« amply ſupplied me in vanity ; a pleaſure which nei- 
ther the pertneſs of wit, nor the gravity of wiſdom, 
«© will ever perſuade me to part with (e).“ Our poet 
had charitably endeavoured to adminiſter a cure to it: 
but he telleth us plainly, 4 My ſuperiors perhaps may 


(e) A tatuary, (4) Life, p. 6. (e) P. 424. 
be 
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« be mended by him; but for my part I own my yſelf 
1 incorrigible. I look upon my ſollies as the beſt part 
« of my fortune (/).“ And with good reaſon : we ſee 
to what they have brought himm 

Secondly, as to buffoonery, Is it (faith be) a time 
“ of day for me to leave off theſe fooleries, and ſet up 
4 a new character? I can no more put off my follies 
« than my ſkin ; I have often tried, but they ſtick too 
« cloſe to me: nor am I ſuremy friends are diſpleaſed 
« with them, form this light I afford them frequent 
« matter of mirth, &c. — C).“ Having then ſo 
publicly declared himſelf incorrigible, he is become dead 
in law, (I mean the /aw „ en and devolveth 
upon the as his property; who may take him, and 
Far with him as if he had been dead as long as an 
old Egyptian hero nf is to ſay, embonvel anc embalm 

him for poſlerity.. © + 
_ » Nothiny, therefore, (we conceive) eln in den * 
der his own prophecy of himſelf from taking immediate 
effect. A rare felicity ! and, what few prophets have 
had the ſatisfaction to ſee, alive] Nor can "we conclude 
better than with that extraordinary one of his, which 
is conceived in theſe oraculous words, Mv 4 1050 
WILL FIND ume, ro DO ir RIGHT (#)- 400 3% 
1 — Phebus ade, ky fins inferre en | 
| ele er patulos, ut erant, INDURAT hiatus 0. 


7 Life, p. 1g (OP. 17. (4) Ibid. p. 243. 80.edit. 
- {2 Ovid; Regs) munen | 


BY AUTHORITY: 


By virtue of the authority in Us veſted by the 2. 
- for ſubjedting Poets to the power of à licenſer, We have 
reviſed this piece; where: finding the ſtyle and app&d- 
lation of KixG to have been given to a certain preten- 
der, pſcudo- poet, or phantom, of the name of Warn; 
and apprehending the ſame may be deemed in ſome 
ſort a reflection on Majefty, or at leaſt an inſult on that 
legal authority which has beſtowel on another perſon 
the Crown of pogfy :* We have ordered the ſaid pretender, - 
- pſeudo-poet, or phantom, utterly to vaniſh and evaporate - 
out of this work: And do declare the ſaid throne of 
ely from henceforth to be abdicated and vacant, un- 
els duly and lawfully ſupplied by the Lauzear bin- 
ell. And it is hereby enacted, that no other perſon 
do preſume. to fill the ſame. ; 
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A R G M ENT. 


The propaſition, the invocation, and the infeription. Ther 
the original of the great Empire of Dulneſs, and cauſe 
of the continuance thereof. The College of the Goddeſs 
in the city, with ber private academy fer poets in par- 
ticular : the Governors of it, and the our Cardinal 
_ Virtues. Then the poem haſtes into the midſt of things, 
preſenting ber on the evening. of a Lord Mayor's day, 
revolving the long ſucceſſion of her Sons, and the glories 
paſt and to come. She fixes her eye on Bays to be the 
inſtrument of that great event, which ir the ſulject of the 
Frem. He is deſcribed pen/rue among his boole, giving 
up the cauſe, and apprehending the period of her em- 
ire : After debating whether to betake himſelf to the - if 
" church, or ts gaming, or to party auriting, be raiſes . 
an altar of proper baoks, and (making firſt his ſolemm 
prayer and declaration) purpoſes thereon to ſacriſce all 
his unſucceſsful writings. As the pile is kindled, te. 
Goddeſs, bebolding_the flame from her ſeat,” flies and 
puts it out by caſting upon it-the poem of Thule, She 
forthwith reveals: herſelf to him, tranſports him to ber- 
temple, unfelds ber arts, and-initiates him into her my ]- 
frteries ; then announcing the death of Euſden the Poet / | 
 Laureaty anotnts him, carries bim to Court, and pro- 
claims him ſurceſſer. | 
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r 
THE mighty Mother, and her Son, who brings 
The Smithficld Muſes to the ear of kings, 
] fing. Say you her inſtruments the great! 
Call'd to this work by Dulneſs, Jove, and Fate; 
| | You 
| VARIATIONS. 

Ver. I. The mighty Mother, &c.] In the firſt edition it was thus ; 
Books and the Man I ſing, the firſt who brings 
The Smithfield Mufes to the ear of kings. 

Say, great Patricians ! ſince yourſelves inſpire 
Theſe wondrous works, (ſo Jove and Fate require) 
Say, for what cauſe, in vain derry'd and curſt, 


— — 
> | "REMARKS. | 1 

It is an inconvenience, to which writers of reputation are ſubs 
ject, that the juſtice-of-their reſentment is not always rightly» un- 
derſtood. For the calumnies of dull authors being ſoon forgotten, 
and thoſe whom they aimed to. injure, not. caring to recal to me- 
mory the particulars of falſe and ſcandalous abuſe, their neceſſary 
correction is ſuſpected of ſeverity unprovoked. But, in this caſe, 
it would be but candid to eſtimate the chaſtiſement-on the general 
character of the offender, compared with that of the perſon injur- 
ed. Let this ſerve with the candid reader, in juſtification of the 
fot ; and, on occaſion, of the editor. W-- a 7 

The Duxc1ap, fic MS... It may well be diſputed whether this 
be a right reading. Qught it not rather to be ſpelled Dunceiad, 
as the etymology evidently. demands? Drnce, with an e, there- 
fore Dunceiad with an e. That accurate and punctual man of let- 
ters, the reſtorer of Shakeſpeare, conſtantly obſerves the preſetva- 
tion of this very letter e, in ſpelliag the name of his beloved author, 
and not like his common careleſs editors, with the omiffion of 
one, nay ſometimes of two cs, (as - Shakſpear), which- is utterly 
unpardonable, * Nor is the neglect of a /ing/e letter ſo trivial as 
to ſome it may appear; the alteration whereof in a learned 
language is an atchievement that brings honour to the critic who 
* advances it; and Dr, Bentley will be remembered to poſterity 
for his performance of this fort, as long as the world ſhall have 

Vor, III, F 
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You by whoſe care, in vain decry'd and curſt, 
Still Dunce the Second reigns like Dunce the Firſt ; 
| Say, 


REMARKS, 
any eſteem for the remains of Menander and Philemon.“ Tazo- 
BALD. 5 

This is ſurely a flip in the learned author of the foregoing note, 
there having been ſince produced, by an accurate antiquary, an 
autograph of Shakſpeare himſelf, whereby it appears that he ſpell- 
ed his own name without the firſt e. And upon this authority it 
was, that thoſe moſt critical curators of his monument in Weſt- 
minſter-abbey eraſed the former wrong reading, and reſtored the 
true ſpelling on a new piece of old Egyptian granite. Nor for this 
only do they deſerve our thanks, but for exhibiting on the ſame 
monument the firſt ſpecimen of an edition of an author in marble ; 
where (as may be ſeen on comparing the tomb with-the book) in 
the ſpace of five lines, two words in a whole verſe- are changed; 
and it is to be hoped will thert ſtand, and outlaſt whatever hath 
been hitherto done in paper. As for the future, our learned ſiſter- 
univerſity (the other eye of England) is taking care to perpetuate 
a total new Shateſpear, at the Clarendon preſs. BenTLey. 

It is to be noted, that this great critic alſo has omitted one cir- 
cumſtance; which is, that the inſcription with the name of Shate- 
ſpear was intended to be placed on the marble ſcroll to which he 
points with his hand; inſtead of which it is now placed behind his 


back, and that ſpecimen of an edition is put on the ſcroll, which 


indeed Shakeſpear hath great reaſon to point at. AnoN 

Though I have as juſt a value for the letter e as any marian 
living, and the ſame affetion for the name of this poem as any 
critic for that of his author; yet cannot it induce me to agree 
with thoſe who would add yet another e to it, and call it the Dun- 
cciade; which being a French and foreign termination, is no way 
proper to a word entirely Engliſh, and vernacular. One : there- 
fore in this caſe is right, and, two ces wrong. Yet, upon the 


whole, I ſhall follow the manuſcript, and print it without any e at | 
all; moved thereto by authority, (at all times, with eritics, equal, 
ff not ſuperior to reaſon). In which method of proceeding, I can 


never enough praiſe my good friend, the exact Mr. Tho. Hearne; 
who, if any word occur, which to him and all mankind is evident- 
ly wrong, yet keeps he it in the text with due reverence, and on- 
ly remarks in the margin, {- MS. In like manner we ſhall not 
amend this error in the title itſelf, but only note it obiter, to evince 
to the learned that it was not our fault, nor any effect of our igno- 
rance or inattention, SCRIBLERUS. Oy F, 
„ IMITATIONS. 

Say, great Patricians ! ſince yourſelves inſpire 

J heſe wond'rous works | | 

Di ceptis ( nam vos mutaſtis et las ). : Ovid. met. J. 
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gay, how the Goddeſs bade Britannia ſleep, 
And pour'd her ſpirit o'er the land and deep. 
In eldeſt time, ere mortals writ or read, 
'Fre Pallas iſfu'd from the Thund'rer's head, 10 
| Dulneſs 


* 
* 


REMARKS. 
This poem was written in the year 1726. In the next year an 
imperfect edition was publiſhed at Dublin, and reprinted at Lon- 
don in twelves; another at Dublin, and another at London in oc- 
tavo, and three others in twelves the ſame year. But there was no 
perfect edition before that of London in quarto which was at- 
tended with notes. We are williag to acquaint poſterity, that this 
poem was preſented to King George II. and his Queen, by the 
hands of Sir Robert Walpole, on the 12th of March 1728-9. . 
: 1 Schott. VET. 

It was expreſsly confeſſed in the preface to the firſt edition, that 
this poem was not publiſhed by the author himſelf. It was pi int- 
ed originally in a foreign country. And what foreign country ? 
Why, one notorious for blunders; where finding blaoks only in- 
ſtead of proper names, theſe blunderers filled them up at their 
pleaſure. oF N 

The very Hero of the poem hath been miſtaken to this hour; 
ſo that we are obliged to open our notes with a diſcovery who he 
really was, We learn from the former editor, that this picce was 
preſented by the hands of Sir Robert Walpole to King George II. 
Now, the author directiy tells us, his hero is the man 

| «* who brings 
The Smithfield muſes to the ear of kings.“ 
And it is notorious who was the perſon om whom this prince con- 
ferred the honour of the /aurel. 8 | 

It appears as plainly from the apsſfrephe to the great in the third 
verſe, that Tibbald could not be the perſon, who was never an 
author in faſhion, or careſſed by the great; whereas this ſingle 
charaQteriſtic is ſufficient to point out the true hero; who, above 
all other poets of his time, vas the peculiar delight and choſen cem- 
fanion of the nobility of Engtand ; and wrote, as he himſelf tells 
us, certain of his works at the earneſt defrre of perſons of quality. 

Laſtly, The 6th verſe affords full proof; this port being the 
only one who was univerſally known to have had a /on fo exactly 
like him, in his poetical, theatrical, political, and moral capacities; 
that it could juſtly be ſaid of him, 

* Still Dunce the Second reigns like Dunce the Firſt.” BzxTL. 

| IMITATIONS. 

Ver. 6. Alluding to a verſe of Mr. Dryden, not in Mac Fleckno 
(as is faid — in the Key to the Dunciad, p. I.), but in his 
verſes to Mr. Congreve, Toy 
* And Tom the Second _— like Tom the Firſt,” 

2 


| | - 
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Dulneſs o'er all poſfſeſs'd her ancient right, 
Davghter of Chaos and eternal Night : 
Fate in their dotage this fair idiot gave, 
Groſs as her wy and as her mother grave, 


Laborious, 


ane 


ver. 1. -er fon, who brings, &c,} Wonderful is the Rookies of 
all the former critics and commentators on this work! it breaks 
forth at the very firſt line. The author of the critic prefixed to 
Satoney, a poem, p. 5. hath been ſo dull as to explain tbe man 2050 
brings, &c. not of the here of the piece, but of our poet himſelf, 
as if he vaunted that 4ings were to be his readers; an honour, 
which though this poem hath had, yet knoweth he how to reecive 
it with more modeſty. 

We remit this ignorant to the firſt lines of the Aneid, aſſuring 
him that Virgil there ſpeaketh not of bimſelf, but of Zee: : 


Arma virumgque cauo, Troje qui Primus ab oris 
Ttaliam, fato profugus, Lavinaque venit 
Littora: multum ille et terris jadtatus et alto, &c. 1 


1 cite the whole three verſes, that I may by the way offer a con» 
_Jeftural emendation, purely my own, upon each. Firſt, ori, ſhould 
be read aris, it being, as we fee, A». Ii. 513. from the altar of 
Jupiter Hercæus that A®neas fled as foon as he ſaw Priam ſlain. In 
Wee Ton T wand nand fav for fate, m gta * is moſt clear it 
was by winds that he arrived 22 eh. Sas ef > zh. Fare, ia 
the third, is ſurely as improperly applied to terris, as proper to 
alto; to fay a man is 1 on land, is much at one with faying he 
walks at ſea: Ries, tencotis; avis Correct it, as I doubt not it 
ought to be, vexatus. 8enIBI. Ste Vi irgilivs Reflauratns, vol. iv. 
Ver. 2. The Smithfield Muſes] Smithfield is the place where Bar- 
tholomew Fair was kept, whoſe ſhows, machines, and dramatical 
entertainments, formerly ble only to the taſte of the rabble, 
were, by the Hero of this poem, and others of equal genius, 
brought to the theatres of Covent-garden, Lincolns-inn-ficlds, and 
the Hay-market, to be the reigning pleafures of the court and town. 


This happened in the reigns of King N r IG See book 
Ut. ver. 231, Cc. 


Ver. 4. By Dulneſs, Joe, and Fate; * i. e. By their Judgments | 


their intereſts, and their inclinations. 

Ver. 7. Say, how the Godd:ſs, &e.] The poet renturtth/ to ſing 
the attion of the goddeſs : but the paſſion the impreſſeth on her it- 
luſtrious votaries, he thinketh can be oaly told by themfelves. 

SCRIBL. 

Ver. 12. Daughter of Chaos, &c.} The beauty of the whole al- 

legory. being purely of the poetical kind, we think it not our pro- 
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Laborious, heavy, buſy, bold, and blind, 15 


She rul'd, in native anarchy, the mind. 
Still her old empire to reſtore ſhe tries, 
For, born a goddeſs, Dulneſs never dies. 
O thou! whatever title pleaſe thine ear, 
Dean, Drapier, Bickerſtaff, or Gulliver! 20 
Whether thou chuſe Cervantes? ſerious air, 
Or laugh and ſhake in Rab']Jais“ eaſy chair, 
Or praiſe the court, or maguify mankind, 


Or thy griev'd —_— s copper chains unbind'; 
From 


VARIATIONS; 


After ver. 22 in the MS. 

Or in the graver gown inſtruct mankind; 

Or ſilent let thy morals tell thy mind. 
But this was to be underſtood, as the poet ſays; ironic?, like tlie 
23d verſe. 

Ranancs: 

ſhall in general all ſuch) to the reader; remarking only that Chaot 
(according to Heals ®46y0re), was the progenitor of all the 
gods. SCRIBL.- 


Ver. 15. Laboriout, heavy, buſy, bold, &c.] I wonder the learned 
Seriblerus has omitted to advertiſe the reader, at the opening of 
this poem, that Dulneſs here is not to be taken contractedly for 
mere ſtupidity, but in the enlarged ſenſe of the word, for all flow- 
neſs of apprehenſion, ſhortneſs of ſight, or imperfect ſenſe of things. 
It includes (as we ſee by the poet's own words) labour, induſtry, 
and ſome degree of activity and boldneſs: a ruling principle nt 
inert, but turning topſy-turvy the ynderſtanding, and inducing an 
anarchy or confuſed ſtate of mind. This remark ought to be ca- 


ried along with the reader throughout the work; and without this 


caution he will be apt to miſtake the importance of many of tha 
characters, as well as of the deſign of the poet. Hence it is, that 
ſome have complained he chuſes too mean a ſubject, and imagined 
he employs himfelf, like Domitian, in killing flies; whereas thoſe 
who have the true key will find he ſports with nobler quany, and 
embraces a larger compaſs; or (as one ſaith, on a like occaſion) 

„% Will ſee his work, like Jacob's ladder, riſe, . | 

* Its foot in dirt, its head amid the ſkies.” BenTL. 

Ver. 20. Drapier, Bickerftaff, or Gulliver !] The ſeveral names 


and characters he aſſumed in his ludicrous, his enn, or hi; 


party-writings ; which take in all his works. 


Ver. 23. Or praiſe the court, or magnify mankind,} Tronic:, allud- 
ng to Gulliver's repreſentations of both, The 2 oo 


F z 
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From thy Bœotia tho? her pow'r retires, 4125 
Ml ourn not, my Swirr, at avght our realm acquires, 
Here pleas'd behold her mighty wings outſpread, 
To hatch a new Saturnian a 
Cloſe to thoſe walls where Folly bolds her throne, 
And laughs t to think Monro would take her down, 30 
. 


ename * 
. 29. Cle to thoſe walls, &c.] in the former editions thus: 

Where wave the tatter'd eniigns of Rag-fair, ' 

A yawning ruin hangs and nods in air; 
Keen, hollow winds howl thro the bleak receſs, 
Emblem of muſic eaus'd by emptineſs ; 
Here in one bed two ſhiv'ring liſters lie, 
The cave of Poverty and Poctry. 


Var. Where wave the tatter'd en enfigns of of Arge, Rag-fair is a 
ed Tower of London, clothes and frippery ate 


ſold. 


Var. 4 yaroning ruin Langs and nods in air j—— — 
Here in one bed tauo ſbiv' ring ſiſters lie, 
The' cave of Poverty and Poctry.] 


- Hear upon this place the foxecited Critic on the Dunciad, ** Theſe 
lines have no conſtruction, or are nonſenſe. The two ſhivering 
ſiſters muſt be the ſiſter- caves of Poverty and Poetty, or the 
bed and cave of Poverty and Poetry muſt be the ſame, {queſtion 
Ae, if they lie in one bed]; and the two filters the knows 
« who.” O the conſtruction of grammatical heads! Firgil wiite 
eth thus, Zn. i. | 


- « Fronte ſbb adverſa ſcopulis pendentibus antrum 5; 
« Intus aquz dulces, vivoque ſedilia ſaxo; © 
6 a I EW: domus.”'—— 
RzemarKs. 


relates to the papers of the Drapice againit the currency of Me 
copper coin in Ireland, which, upon the great diſcontent of the 
people, his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to recal. - 

Ver. 26. Mourn not, my SwitT, at aught aur realm ecquires.) 
Tronice iterum. The politics cf England and Ireland were at this 

time by ſome thought to be oppolite, or mterfering with cach 
other. Dr. Swift of courſe was in the intereſt of the latter, our 
author of the former. 

Ver. 28. To batch a new Saturiics age of lead.] The 2 
golden age is by poets ſtyled Saturnian, as being under the reign of 
Saturn ; but in the chemical language Saturn is lead. She is faid 
here only to be ſpreading her wings to hatch this age; which is not 
produced het te till the fourth book. 
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Where o'er the gates, by his fam'd father's band, 
Great Cibber's brazen, brainleſs brothers ſtand ; 

One cell there is, conceaPd from vulgar eye, 
The cave of Poverty and Poetry | | 
Keen, hollow winds howl thro” the bleak 35 
Emblem of muſic caus'd by emptineſs, - | | 
Hence bards, like Proteus, long in vain ty'd down, 
Eſcape in monſters, and amaze the town. ; 
Hence Miſcellanies ſpring, the weekly boaſt 

Of Curl's chaſte preſs, and Lintot's rubric poſt: 40 


_- 


VARIATIONS, 


May we not ſay in like manner, The nymphs muſt be the waters 

« and the ſtones, or the waters and the ſtones muſt be the houſes 
« of the nymphs? Inſul/e/ The ſecond line, Zntus ague, &c. 

is a parentheſis (as are two lines of our author, Xeen, hollozww winds, 
&c.) 5 and it is the Antrum, and the ya toni ruin, in the line before 
that parentheſis, which are the domus and the cave. 

_ Let me again, I beſeech thee, reader, preſent thee with another 
conjectural emendation on Virgil's © ſcopulis pendentibus.” He 4 
ts here deſcribing a place, whither the weary mariners of /Zncas 
repaired to dreſs their dinner. Fefli—frugeſque receptas et tor - 
rere parant flammis.” What has ** ſcopulis pendentibus” here to- 
do? indeed the © aquz dulces and © ſedilia are ſomething ; /eveet 
<vaters to drink, and ſeats to reſt on: The other is ſurely an error 
of the copyiſts. Reſtore it, without the leaſt ſcruple, populis 
« prandentibus. | | 

But for this, and a thouſand more, expect our Firgil Reftored, 

vol. itt, SCRIBL. | | Tarn 


REMARKS. 


Ver. 3t. By bis fam'd father's band,] Mr. Caius-Gabriel Cib- 
ber, father of the Poet-laureat. The two ſtatues of the Lunatics 
over the gates of Bedlam-hoſpital were done by him, and (as the 
ſon ' Wi ſays of them, are no ill] monuments of his fame as an 
artiſt, 

Ver. 34. Poverty and Poetry.) 1 cannot here omit a remark that 
will greatly endear our author to every one, who ſhall attentively 
obſerve that humanity and candour, which every where appears 
in him towards thoſe unhappy objects of the ridicule of all man- 
kind, the bad poets. He here imputes all ſcandalous rbymes, 
ſcurrilous weekly papers, baſe flatteries, wretched elegies, ſongs 
and verſes, (even from thoſe ſung at court, to ballads in the 
ſtreets), not fo much to malice or ſervility, as to Dulneſs; and not 
ſo much to Dulneſs as to neceſſity. And thus, at the very com- 
mencement of his ſatire, he makes an apology for all that are to 
be ſatiriſed. #7 | 


Hence 


—w 
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I 

Heuce hymning Tyburn's elegiac lines, | 1 

Hence Journals, Medleys, Merc'ries, Macazinzs: ( 

Sepulchral lies, our holy walls to grace, ( 

And new-year odes, and all the Grub- ſtreet race. \ 

In clouded majeſty here Dulneſs ſhone ; 45 ] 

Four grending Virtues, round, 1 oy her throne : ] 

Fierce \ 

| VARIATIONS. 

Ver. 41. in the former edit. 1 

Hence hymning Tyburn's elegiac lay, ' 

Hence the ſoft ſing: ſong on Cecilia's day. 

Ver. 42. Alludes to the annual ſongs compoſed to muſic on 85 b 

Cecilia's feaſt. ] 

| | REMARKS. | 
Ver. 40. Curls chafle preſs, and Lintot's rubric- 7 5 Two 

bookſellers, of whom Book II. The former was fiaed by the f 


court of King's Bench for publiſhing obſcene books; the latter uſu- 
ally adorned his ſhop with titles in red letters. 
Ver. 41. Hence bymning Tyburn's-elegiac lines,] It is an ancient 
Engliſh cuſtom for the malefactors to ſing a pſalm at their execu- 
tion at Tyburn ; and no leſs cuſtomary to 90 5 elegies on their 
deaths, at the ſame time, or before. | 
Ver. 4%. Macazines:] The common Leda of thoſe upſtart 
eolleCtions in proſe and verſe ; where Dulneſß aſſumes all the va- 
vious ſhapes-of Folly to draw in and cajole the rabble. biy s erup- 
tion of every miſerable ſcribbler ; the dirty ſcum of every ſtagnant 
newſpaper; the rags of worn- out nonſenſe and ſcandal, picked up 
from every dunghill; under the title of Eſſays Reflections 
« Queries, Songs, Epigtams, Riddles, e.“ equally the diſgrace of 
 Kuman wit. morality, and common ſenſe. P. 
Ver. 43. Sepulchral lies F is a juſt fatire on the flatteries and 
falſchoods admitted to be inſcribed on the walls of churches, is: 
_ epitaphs; which occationed the following epigram. 
Friend ! in your epitaphs, 7 i'm griev'd,. 
So-very much is faid : 
One half will never be believ'd;. 
434 The other never read. 
444 Ver 44. New0-year oden,] Made by the Poet-laureat for the 
11 time being, to be ſung at court on every new-year's day, the words 
We N of which are happily drowned in the voices and inſtruments. The 
| | neww=year odes of the hero of this work were of a caſt diſtinguiſhed 


| 104 N  IMTTATIONS, . 
Ver. 41, 42. Hence bymning Tyburn's—— ence, &c.] 
e ee Genus unde Latinum, 


* Albanjque * altæ mœnia Rome.” * En. = 
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Fierce champion Fortitude, that knows no fears 
Of hiſſes, blows, or want, or Joſs of ear: 
Calm Temperance, whoſe bleſſings thoſe partake | 
Who hunger, and who thirſt for ſcribbling ſake: 50 
Prudence, whoſe glaſs preſents th* approaching jail : 
Poetic Juſtice, with her lifted ſcale, 
Where, in nice balance, truth with gold ſhe weighs, 
And ſolid pudding againſt empty praiſe. | 

Here ſhe beholds the Chaos dark and deep, 55 
Where nameleſs Somethings in their cauſes ſleep, 
Till genial Jacob, or a warm third day, 
Call forth each maſs, a poem, or a play ; 
How hints, like ſpawn, ſcarce quick in embryo lie, 
How new-born Nonſenſe firſt is taught to cry, 


REMARES. > 


from all that preceded him, and made a conſpicuous part of his 
character as a writer, which doubtleſs induced our author to men- 
tion them here fo particularly. | 

Ver. 50. Who hunger, and who thirfl, &c.) © 'This is an ally» 
« ſon to a text in ſcripture, which ſhews, in Mr. Pope, a delight- 
« in profaneneſs, ſaid Curl upon this place. But it is very fas 
miliar with Shakeſpeare to allude to paſſages of ſcripture. Out of. 
a great number I will ſcle a few, in which he not only alludes ; 
to, but quotes the very text from holy writ, In All's well hac 
ends well, © 1 ami no great Nebuchadnezzar, I have not much 
« {kill in grafs.” Ibid. They are for the flowery way that 
leads to the broad gate and the great fire,” Matth. vii. 13. In 
Much ado about Nothing, All, all, and moreover God faw him 
« when he was hid in the garden,” Gen. iii. 8. (in a very jocoſe 
ſcene.) In Love's labour loſt, he talks of Samſon's carrying the 
gates on his back; in the Merry Wives of Windſor, of Goliah 
and the weaver's beam; and in Henry IV, Falſtaff s foldiers are 
campared to Lazarus and the Prodigal Son. | 

The firſt part of this note is Mr. Conr's, the reſt is Mr. Tuzo- 
BALD's, Appendix to Shakeſpeare Reſtor'd, p. 144. | 

Ver. 57. Genial Jacob,] Tonſon. The famous race of bookſcl- 
lers of that name. ; * 


IMI TATITONS. 


Ver. 45. I clouded majeſty] | | 
| 2 
Riſing in clouded Majeſty Milton, book iv: 
Ver. 8. 26 fears 
Of bifſes, blows, or want, or loſs of cart: 
+ Quem neque pauperies, neque mors, neque vincula N 
Maggots 
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| Maggots half form'd in rhyme exactly meet, 


And learn to crawl upon poetic feet. 
Here one poor word an hundred clenches makes, 


And ductile Dulnefs new meanders takes; 


There motley images her fancy ſtrike, 65 
Figures ill: pair'd, and ſimiles unlike. | 
She ſees a mob of metaphors advance, 


| Pleas'd with the madneſs of the mazy dance; 


How Tragedy and Comedy embrace; | 
How Faree and Epic get a jumbled-race; - 70 
How Time bimſelf ſtands ſtill at her command, 


Realms ſhift their place, and ocean turns to land. 


- 
or 


REMARKS. : 

Ver. 63. Here one poor word a hundred clenches males, ] Wt may 
not be amiſs to give an inſtance or two of theſe operations of Dul- 
neſs out of the works of her ſons, celebrated in the poem. A great 
eritic formerly held theſe elenehes in ſuch abhorrence, that he de- 


. clared, © he that would pun, would pick a pocket.“ Yet Mr. Den- 
nis's works afford us notable examples in this kind: Alexander 
Pope hath ſent abroad into the world as many Bulls as his 


« nameſake Pope Alexander. Let us take the initial and final 
« letters of his name, viz. A. P—E, and they give you the idea 


© of an Ape.—Pope comes from the Latin word Popa, which ſig- 
niſies a little wart; or from peppy/iza, becaule he g 
* popping out ſquibs of wit, or rather Popy/mata, or Popyſmus.”* 


Dennis on Hom. and Daily Journal, June II, 1728. 
Ver. 70. Kc. How Farce and Abi. How Time himſelf, &c.] 


Allude to the tranſgreſſions of the Unities in the plays of ſuch 


poets. For the miracles wrought upon Time and Place, and the 


mixture of tragedy and comedy, farce and epic, ſee Pluto and Pro- 


ſerpine, Penelope, &c. if yet extant. 
| Yu IMITATIONS. 
Ver. 55. Here foe beholds the Chaos dark and deep, 
% 5 Where nameleſs Something, &c.] | 1 
That is to ſay, unformed things, which are either made into poems 
or plays, as the bookſellers ar the players bid moſt. Theſe lines 


allude to the following in Garth's Diſpenſary, cant. vi. 


« Within the chambers of the globe they ſpy 
The beds where ſleeping vegetables lie, 


=; Jill the glad ſummons of a genial ray 


« Unbinds-the glebe, and calls them out to-day.” — 
e Here 
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Here gay deſcription Egypt glads with ſhow'rs, 


Or gives to Zembla fruits, to Barca flow'rs ; 
Glitt'ring with ice here hoary hills are ſeen, 75 
There painted vallies of eternal green, 

In cold December fragrant chaplets blow, 

And heavy harveſts nod beneath the ſnow. 

All theſe, and more, the cloud-compelling Queen 
Beholds thro? fogs, that magnify the ſcene. — 80 
She, tinſel'd o'er in robes of varying hues, 
With ſelf-applauſe her wild-creation views 
Sees momentary monſters riſe and fall, 

And with her own fools-colours gilds them all. 


'T'was on the day, when ““ rich and grave, 85 
Like Cimon, triumph'd both on land and wave: 
| (Pomps 
VARIATIONS. 


Ver. 86. in the former editions, 
Twas on the day when Thorold, rich and grave. 
Sir George Thorold, Lord Mayor of London, in the year 1720. 


REMARKS, 

Ver. 73. Egypt glads with fbow'rs,] Im the Lower Egypt rain 
is of no uſe, the overflowing of the Nile being ſufficient ro im- 
pregnate the foil. —Theſe fix verſes repreſent the inconſiſtencies in 
the deſcriptions of poets, who heap together all glittering and gaw- 
dy images, though incompatible in one ſeaſon, or in one ſcene. 

See the Guardian, No. 40. parag. 6. See alſo Euſden's whole 
works, if to be found. It would not have been unpleaſant to have 
given examples of all theſe ſpecies of bad writing from theſe au- 
thors, but that it/is already done in our treatiſe of the Bathos. 
SCRIBL, 

Ver. 85, 86, *Twas on the day, when ** rich and grave, Like 
Cimon, triumph'd) Vi. a Lord Mayor's day; his name the author 


had left in blanks, but moſt certainly could never be that which 


the editor foiſted in formerly, and which no way agrees with the 
chronology of the poem. BEgxTL. | 
The proceſſion of a Lord Mayor is made partly by land, and 


partly by water, Cimon, the famous Athenian General, obtained 


Fl 
IMITATIONS. 


Ver. 64. And duftile Dulneſs, &c.] A parody on a verſe in 
Garth, cant, i. | 


How ductile matter new meanders takes. 
Ver. 79. The cloud-compelling Queen.] From Hower's epithet ef 
Jupiter, re@tAny3gere Z sig. 
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(Pomps without guilt, of bloodleſs ſwords ond maces, 


Glad 


chains, warm furs, broad banners, and broad 


faces) 5 


Now Night deſcending, the proud ſcene was o'er, 
But liv'd, in Settle's numbers, one day more. 

Now May'rs and Shrieves all haſh'd and ſatiate lay, 
Vet eat, in dreams, the cuſtard of the day; - 


While 


nſive poets painful vigils keep, 


Sleepleſs themſelves, to give their readers i 
Much to the mindful Queen the feaſt recals 95 
What city-ſwans once ſung within the walls; 

Much ſhe revolves their arts; their ancient praiſe, 
And ſure ſucceſſion down from Hey woods days, 

She ſaw, with joy, the line immortal run, 

Each fire impreſs'd, and glaring in his fon n 


30 
REMARKS. 


a victory by ſea, and another by land, on the fame day, over the 
Perſians and Barbarians. 

Ver. 88. Glad chains,] The ignorance of theſe moderns! This 
was altered in one edition to Gold chains, ſhewing more regard to 
the metal of which the chains of aldermen are made, than to the 


beauty of the Latiniſm and Græciſm, nay of figurative ſpeech it- 
ſelf : Letas ſegetes, glad, for making glad, A 80 


SCRIBL, 


Ver. 90. But liv'd, in Settle's numbers, one day more.] A iful 
manner of ſpeaking, uſual with poets in praiſe of poetry; in which 
Kind nothing is finer than thoſe lines of Mr. Addiſon : | 


« Sometimes, miſguided by the tuneful 

look for ſtreams immortaliz'd in ſong, + 
That loſt in ſilence and oblivion lie, 

< Dumb are their fountains, and their channels dry; 
Vet run for ever by the Muſes ſkill, | 
And in the ſmoath deſcription murmur till.” 


Thid. But liv'd, in Setile s numbers, one day more.] Settle was poet 
to the city of London. His office was to compoſe yearly panegy- 
rics upon the Lord Mayors, and verſes to be ſpoken in the pageants; 
but that part of the ſhows being at length frugally aboliſhed, the 
employment of city poet ceaſed ; fo that upon Settle's demiſe there 
was no ſueceſſor to that place. ot | 

Ver. 98. Jobn Heywood, whoſe interludes were printed in the 


time of Henry VII. 
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go watchful Bruin forms, with plaſtic care, 
Each growing lump, and brings it to a bear. 
She ſaw old Pryn in reſtleſs Daniel ſhine; 
And Euſden eke out Blackmore's endleſs line ; 
| | She 


ReMarts. 
Ver. 103. Old Pryn in reſtleſs Daniel] The firſt edition had it, 
She ſaw in Norton all his father ſhine : 4 | 
a great miſtake ! for Daniel de Foe had parts, but Norton de Foe 
was 2 wretched writer, and never attempted poetry. Much more 
juſtly is Daniel himſelf made ſucceſſor to W. Pryn, both of whom 
wrote verſes as well as politics ; as appears by the poem De jure 
divino, &c. of de Foe, and by theſe lines in Cowley's miſcellanies, 


on the other: . 


(Without the Muſes leave) to plant verſe here. 

But it produc'd ſuch baſe, rough, crabbed, hedge- 

Rhymes, as een ſet the hearers ears on edge: 

Written by William Prym, Ehyuire, the 

Year of our Lord, fix hundred thirty-three. 

Brave Jerſey Muſe ! and he's for his high ſtyle 

Call'd to this day the Homer of the ile. | | 
And both theſe authors had a reſemblance in their fates as well as 
their writings, having been alike ſentenced to the pillory. | 

Ver. 104. And Euſden che out, &c.] Laurence Euſden, 'poet« 
laureat. Mr. Jacob gives a catalogue of ſome few only of his 
works, which were very numerous. Mr. Cooke, in his battle of 
poets, ſaith of him, F | ; E 

.« Euſden, a laorePd bard, by fortune rais'd, | 

« By very few was read, by fewer prais d. 
Mr. Oldmixon, in his Arts of Logic and Rhetoric, p. 413, 414, 
affirms, That of all the Galimatias he ever met with, none 
« comes up to ſome verſes of this poet, which have as much of 
the ridiculum and the faſtian in them as can well be jumbled 
together, and are of that ſort of nonſenſe, which fo perfectly 
« confounds all ideas, that there is no diſtin one left in the 
mind.“ Further he ſays of him, That he hath propheſied 
„his ow poetry ſhall be ſweeter than Catullus, Ovid, and Ti- 
* bullus; but we have little hope of the accompliſhment of it, 
from what he bath lately publiſhed.” Upon which Mr, Oldmix- 


on has not ſpared a reflection, That the putting the laurel on 

the head of one who writ ſuch verſes, will give futurity a very 

lively idea of the 1 and juſtice of thoſe who beſtowed 
ut 


« it.” JTbid, p. 417. the well-known learning of that noble 
perſon who was then Lord Chamberlain, might have ſarcencd him 


Vor. III. ; G 
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She ſaw flow Philips creep like Tate's poor Ic 
And all the mighty mad in Dennis rage. 2 5 | 6. 


In 


: . Remarks. | 
frem this unmannerly refleftion. Nor Mr. Oldmixon to 
complain fo long after, that the laurel would have better become 
his own brows, or any others. It were more decent to acquieſce 
in the opinion of the Duke of Buckingham upon this matter: 


% An ruſh'd Euſden, and cry'd, Who ſhall have it, 
But l, the true laureat, to whom the King gave it? 
% Apollo begg'd pardon, and granted his claim, : 
-« But yow'd that till then he ne'er heard of his name.“ 
p Seffion of P ceis. 


The ſame plea might alſo ſerve for his ſucceſſor, Mr. Cibber; 
and is further ſtrengthened in the following epigtam, made on that 
« In merry old England it once was rule, 
The King had his poet, and alſo his fool: 5 
« But now we're ſo frugal, I'd have you to know it, 
That Cibber can ferve both for fool and for poet.” 


Of Blackmore, ſee book ii. Of Philips, book i. ver. 262. and 
book iti. prope fir. | Fives x 
Nahum Tate was poet-laureat, a cold writer of no invention; 
but ſometimes tranſlated tolerably when befriended by Mr. Dry- 
den. In his ſecond part of Abfalom and Achitephel are above 
vo hundred admirable. lines together af that | ay" Sand, which 
ſtrongly ſhine through the inſipidity of the reſt. Something pa- 
rallel may be obſervedof another author here mentivned. 
Ver. 106. And all the mighty mad] This is by no means to be 
underſtood literally, as if Mr. Dennis were really mad, accord- 
to the narrative of Dr. Norris in Swift and Pope's miſcellanies, 
vol. iii. No—it is ſpoken of that excel/ent and divine madueſi, 
ſo often mentioned by Plato; that poetical and enthuſiaſm, 
with which Mr. D. bath, in his time, been highly poſſeſſed; and of 
thoſe extraordinary hints and motions whereof he himſelf fo feel- 
ingly treats in his preface to the Rem. on Pr. Arth. [See notes 
on book ii. ver. 268. ] | 9 
Ibid. And all the mighty mad in Dennis rage.) Mr. Theobald, 
in the Cenſor, vol. ii. No. 33. calls Mr. Dennis by the name of 
Fyrius. The modern Furius is to be looked upon as more an 
object of pity, than that of which he daily provokes, laughter 


— 


* and contempt. Did we really know how much this poor man 


40 [ I wiſh that reflection on poverty bad been ared,] ſuffers by be- 


« ing contradicted, or, which is the fame thing in effect, by hear- | 
« ing another praiſed; we ſhould, in compaſſion, ſometimes 
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In each ſhe marks her image full expreſt, 
But chief in Bavs's monſter-breeding breaſt; 
| Bays, 
VARIATIONS. 
Ver. 103. But chief in Bays, &c.] In the former edit. thus, 
But chief, in Tibbald's monſter-breeding breaſt ; 
Sees gods with demons in w_ league engage, 
And earth, and heay'n, and hell her battle wage. - 
She ey'd the bard, where ſupperleſs he fat, 
And pin'd unconſcious of his riſing fate; 
Studious he fat, with all his books around, 
Sinking from thought to thought, G. 5 
Var. Tibbald] Author of a pamphlet intitled, Shakeſpeare reflor'd. 
During two whole years while Mr. Pope was preparing his edition 
of Shakeſpeare, he publiſhed advertiſements, requeſting aſſiſtance, 
and promiſing ſatisfaction to any who could contribute to its great 
er perfection. But this reſtorer, who was at that time ſoliciting 
favours of him by letters, did wholly conceal his deſign, till after 
its publication: (which he was ſince not alhamed to own, in a 
Daily Journal of Nov. 26, ya.) And then an outcry was made 
in the prints, that our author had joined with the bookſeller to 
1aiſe an extravagant ſubſcription; in which be had no ſhare, of 
which he had no knowledge, and againſt which he had publicly, 
advertiſed in his o- propoſals for Homer. Probably that pro- 
cecding elevated Tilßald to the dignity he holds in this poem, 
which he ſeems to deſerve no other way better than his bre thren; 
vnleſs we impute it to the ſhare he had in the Journals, cited among 
the Teftimonies of Authors prefixed to this work. 


Remarks .. . 
© attend to him with a ſilent nod, and let him go away with the 
„ triumphs of his lll-nature—Poor Furius, [again] when any. of 
his cotemporaries ate ſpoken well of, quitting the ground of 
the preſent diſpute, ſteps back a thouſand years to call in the 
ſuccour of- the ancients: His very panegyric is ſpiteful, and he 
uſes it for the ſame reaſon as ſome ladics do their commenda- 
tions of a dead beauty, who- would never have had their good 
* word, but that a living one happened to be mentioned in their 
„company. His applauſe is net the tribute of his heart, but the 
* ſacrifice of his revenge.” Indeed his pieces againſt our poet 
are ſomewhat of an angry character, and as they are now ſcarce 
_ extant, a taſte of his yle may be ſatisfactory to the curious. © A 
young, ſquab, ſhort gentleman, whoſe outward form, though it 
* ſhould be that of downright monkey, would not differ ſo much 
from human ſhape as his unthinking immaterial part does from 
human underſtanding.—He is as ſtupid and as venon-ous as a 

G 2: 


\ 
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Bays, form'd by nature and town to bleſs, 
er act, and be, a with ſucceſs. 10 
\ Dulneſs: 


_ , * hnnech-backed toad. book ' which folly and igno- 
* rance, theſe brethren fo lame and impotent, do ridiculouſly 
OUT I TING Bone <8 9 
« joul, with their arms on kimbo, being led and ſupported, and | 
« bully-backed by that blind Her, Impudeace.” Reflef?. on: 
the Eſſay on Criticiſin, p. 26, 29, 30. 
It would be unjuſt not to add his r the legs hhrmee | 
fo ſtrong and ſo coercive : © I regard him (faith he) as an ene 
* net ſo much-to me, as to my'Ling, to my country, to my r 
3 , and to that liberty which has been the ſole fe licity of my 
e. A vegary of fortune, who. is ſometimes pleaſed to be fro- 
« licſome, and the epidemic: madneſs of the times habe given him 
« reputetion, and reputation (as Hobbes fays) is power, and that 
„bas made bim dengerous. "Therefore | look on it as my duty to 
2 Kiag George, whoſe faithful ſubjſect I am, to my country, of 
| « whick I have appeared a conſtant lever; to the laws, under 
Wl - * whoſe protection I fo long lived; and to the liberty of my coun- 
4 « try, more dear to me than life, of which 1 have now for forty 
* hy er a conſtant aſſertor, &c. I look upon it as my duty, 
| | * I fay, to da—you fall foe wobat—to pull the lion's (kin from 
4 « this little aſs, which popular error has thrown round him; and 
1 to ſhow that this author, who has lately been ſo much in vogue, 
Wl has neither ſenſe in his thoughts, nor ee e r 
1 DExNISs, Rem. on Hom. 1, &c. F 
1 , prefe p. 2,9 , 
7 Beſides theſe public ſpirited reaſons, Mr. D. had a private one; 
. which, by his manner of expreſſing it in p. 92, appears to have 
4 been equally ſtrong. - He was even in bodily fear of his life from 
5 the machinations of the ſaid Mr. P. The ſtory (ſays he) is too 
4 long to be told, but who would be acquainted with it, may hear 
1 « it from Mr. Curl, my bookſeller. —— However, what my reaſon 
« has ſuggeſted to me, that I have in juſt confidence faid, in de- 
« fiance of his two clandeſtine weapons, his fender and his poifon,” 
Which laſt words of his book plainly difcover Mr. D's ſuſpicion 
was that of being poi/oned, in like manner as Mr. Curl had been 
before him : of ich a de A full and true account of a 
| « horrid and barbarovs revenge, by poiſon, on the body of Ed- 
4 „ mund Curl,” printed in 1716, the year antecedent to that 
. wherein theſe remarks of Mr. Dennis were publiſned. But what 
puts it beyond all queſtion, is a paſſage in a very warm treatiſe, in 
which Mr. D. was alfo concerned, price two-pence, called, A 
true character of Mr. Pope and his writings,” printed for 8. 
Popping, 27x63 e e 6 e ee 
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Dulneſs with tranſport eyes the lively dunce, 
Rememb'ring ſhe herſelf was Pertnels once. 
| Neb Now- 


REMARKS. 

© ſulted people on thoſe calamities and diſeaſes which he himſclf 
&« gave them, by adminiſtering poiſon to them; and is called 
(p- 4.) © a lurking way-laying coward, and a ſtabber in the dark.“ 
Which (with many other things moſt lively ſet forth in that piece) 
muſt have rendered him a terror, not to Mr. Dennis only, but to 
all Chriſtian people. This charitable warning only provoked our 
incorrigible poet to write the following epigram : - 

Should Dennis publiſh, you had ſtabb'ꝗᷓ your brother, 

Lampoon'd your monarch, or debauch'd your mother: 

Say, what revenge on Dennis can be had ? 

Too dull for laughter, for reply too mad; 

On one ſo poor you cannot take the law; 

On one ſo old your ſword you ſcorn to draw : - 

Uncag'd then let the harmleſs monſter rage, 

Secur d in dulneſs, madneſs, want, and age. - | 

For the reſt ; Mr. John Dennis was the ſon of a fadler in Lon-" 

don, born in 1657. He paid court to Mr. Dryden; and having 
obtained ſome correſpondence with Mr. Wyckerley and Mr. Con- 
greve, he immediately obliged the public with theic letters. -He 
made himſelf known to the government by many admirable ſchemes 
and projets; which the miniſtry, for reaſons beſt known to-them- 
ſelves, conſtantly kept private. For his character, as a writes, it 
is'given us as follows: Mr. Dennis is-exce//ent at Pindaric writ- 
« ings, perfectly regular in all his performances, and a perſon of 
« ſound learning: hat he is maſter of a great deal of penetration 
« and judgment, his criticiſms ( particularly on Prince Artbur) do 
« ſufficiently demonſtrate.” From the ſame account it alſo ap- 
pears that he writ plays © more to get reputation than money." 
Dzxx1s of himſelf. See Giles Jacob's lives of dram. poets, P- 
68, 69, compared with p. 286. 

Ver. 109. Bays, form d by nature, &c. ] It is hoped the poet here 
hath done full juſtice to his kero's character, which it were a great 
miſtake to imagine was wholly ſunk in ſtupidity : he is allowed to 
have ſupported it with-a wonderful mixture of vivacity. This 
character is heightened according to his own deſire, in a letter he 
wrote to our author. Pert and dull at leaſt you might have al- 
«lowed me. What | am 1 only to be dull, and dull ſtill, and 
again, and for ever?” He then ſolemnly appealed to his own 
conſcience, that © he could not think himſelf fo, nor believe that 
our poet did; but he ſpoke worſe of him than he could poſſibly 
think; and concluded it muſt be merely to ſhew his «it, or for 


G 3. 3 ; 
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improvement of the other. Scxtar. 
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Now (ſhame to Fortune!) an ill run at 

Blank'd his bold viſage, and a thin third day: 
Swearing and ſupperleſs the hero ſat, 115 
Blaſphem'd his gods, the dice, and damn'd his fate, 
Then gnaw'd his pen, then daſh'd it on the ground, 


Sinking from thought to thought, a vaſt profound 


Plung'd for his fente, but found no bottom there, 
Yet wrote and flounder'd on, in mere deſpair. 120 
1 | Round 


| ReManxs. | a 
« ſome profit or lucre to himſelf. Life of C. C. chap. vii. and 
Letter to Mr. P. p. 15, 40, 53. And to ſhew his claim to what the. 
poet was fo uhwilling to allow him, of being pert as well as dull, he 


_ declares he would have the /off word; whi occaſioned the fol 
lo wing epigram : © og 17 


Quoth Cibbet to Pope, Tho' in verſe you forecloſe, 
„I' have the laſt word; for, by G—, I'Il write proſe.” 
Poor Colly, thy reas' ning is none of the ſtrongeſt, _ 

For know, the laſt word is the word that laſts longeſt. 


Ver. 113. ſbame to Fortune!) Becauſe ſhe uſually ſhews favour to 


_ perſons of this character, who have a threefold pretence to it. 


Ver. IIS. fufyerleſs the bero ſat,] It is amazing how the ſenſe of 
this hath been miſtaken by all the former commentators, who 
moſt idly ſuppoſe it to imply that the hero of the poem wanted a 
ſupper. In truth, a great abſurdity! Not that we are ignorant that 
the hero of Homer's Odyſſey is frequently in that cireumſtance, 
and therefore it can no way te from the grandeur of epic 
poem to repreſent ſuch hero under a calamity, to which the great- 
eſt, not only of critics and poets, but of kings and warriors, have 
been ſubject. But much more refined, 1 wil venture to ſay, is 
the meaning of our author: it was to give us obliquely, a curicts 
precept, or what Boſſu calls, « difgviſed-ſentence, that * temperance 
„ is the life of ſtudy.” The language of poeſy brings all into 


action; and to repreſent a critic encompaſſed with books but with- 


out a ſupper, is a picture which lively expreſſeth how much the 
true critic prefers the diet of the mind to that of the body, one of 
which he always caſtigates, and often totally neglects for the greater 
But ſince the diſcovery of the true hero of the poern, may we 
not add, that nothing was fo natural, after fo great a loſs of money 
at dice, or of reputation by his play, as that the poet ſhould have 
no great ſtomach to eat a ſupper ? Beſides, how well has the pat 
conſulted his heroic character, in adding, that he ſtoore all the 
time? Br. | 
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Round him much embryo, much abortion lay, 

Much future ode, and abdicated play : : | 

Nonſenſe precipitate like running lead, 

That ſlipt through cracks and zig: zags of the head; 
All that on Folly Frenzy could beget, 10 % 
Fruits of dull Heat, and ſooterkins of Wit. 
Next o'er his books his eyes began to roll, 
In pleaſing memory of all he ſtole, 


Ho here he ſipp'd, how there he plunder'd ſnug, 


And ſuck'd all o'er like an induſtrious bug. 130 
Here lay poor -Fletcher's half · eat ſcenes, and here 
The frippery of erucify d Moliere ; . 

'] here bapleſs Shakeſpeare, yet of Tibbald ſore, 
Wiſh'd he had blotted. for himſelf before. * 


| VARIATIONS. . 3 

Ver. 121. Round Bim much embryo, &c.] In the former editions 
He roll'd his eyes that witneſs d huge diſmay, 
Where yet unpawn'd, much learned lumber lay; 
Volumes, whoſe ſize the ſpace exactly fild, » 
Or which fond authors were ſo good to gild, * 
Or where, by ſculpture made for ever known, - 
The page admires new beauties not its own. 
Here ſwells the ſhelf, G... 


 IviTATIONS. 

Var. He roll d bis eyes that witneſi'd huge diſmay,] 

round he throws his eyes, g | 

That witneſs'd huge affliftion and diſmay.” MIT r. b. i. 
The progreſs of a bad poet in his thoughts, being (like the progreſs 
of the devil in Milton) through a chaos, might probably ſuggeſt this 
imitation. 

| "Rxymarxs. 449 

Ver. 131. por Fletcher's balf-eat ſeenes,] A great number of 
them taken out to patch up his plays. 

Ver. 132. The frippery] © When I fitted up an old play, it was 
* as a good houſewife will mend old linen, when ſhe has not bet- 
ter employment.” Life, p. 217, octavo. 

Ver. 133. Bale Shakeſpeare, &c.] It is not to be doubted but 
Bays was a ſubſcriber to 'Tibbald's Shakeſpeare. He was frequently 
liberal this way; and, as he tells us, © fubſcribed to Mr. Pope's 
Homer, out of pure generoſity and civility ; but when Mr. Pope 
did fo to his Nonjuror, he concluded it could be nothing but a 
joke.“ Letter to Mr. P. p. 24. | 


. 
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The reſt on outſide merit but preſume, 195 
Or ſerve (like other foels) to fill a room; 2. 
Such with their-ſhelves as due proportion hold, 
Or their fond parents dreſs'd in red and gold; 
Or where the pictures for the page atone, 
And Quarles is fav'd by beauties not his own: 140 
Here ſwells the ſhelf with Ogilby the great; 
There, ſtamp'd with arms, Neweaftle ſhines complete: 
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. | REMARKS.” 
This Tibbald, or Theobald, publiſhed an edition of Shakeſpeate, 
of which he was ſo proud himſelf as to fay, in one of Miſt's Jour. 
nals, June 8. That to expoſe any errors in it was impratti- 
« cable.” And in another, April. 27. That. whatever care 
« might for the future be taken by any other editor, he would 
* 9 give above five hundred emendations, that fall eſcape them 
66. 55 | 
Ver. 134. Vid be. bad blotted] It was a ridiculous praiſe 
which the players gave to Shakeſpeare, © that he never blotted à 
« line.” Ben Johnſon honeſtly wiſhed he had blotted a thouſand; 
and Shakeſpeare would certainly have wiſhed the fame, if he had 
lived to ſee thoſe alterations in his works, which; not the actors 
only (and eſpecially the daring hero of this poem) have made on 
the fage, but the preſumptuous critics of our days in their editions. 
Ver. 135. The reſt on outſide merit, &c.] This library is divided 
into three parts; the firſt conſiſts of thoſe authors from whom he 
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the ſhelves, or were gilded for ſhew, or adorned with pictures; 


- R k 


old commentaries, old Engliſh printers, or old Engliſh tranſlations : : 
all very voluminous, and fit to erect altars to Dulneſs. 
Ver. 141. Ogilby the great; ] John Ogilby was one, who from 
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* 6: well ſtyle him the prodigy of his time! ſending into the world 
«fv many large volumes His tranſlations of Homer and Virgil 


« done to the life, and with ſuch excellent ſculptures and (hat 


* added great grace to his works) he» printed them all on ſpecial 


gogd paper, and in a very good letter.” WINSTANLY, Lives of _ 


„ Poets. 
Ver. 142. There, flamp'd with arms, Newcaftle ſbines complete +] 
„ The Ducheſs of Newcafile was one who buſted herſelf in the ra- 
'<« yiſhing delights of poetry ; leaving to poſterity to print three 
1  & ample volumes of her ſtudious endeavours.” WINnSTANLY, ib. 


' Langbaine reckons up eight folios of her Grace's; which were 
uſually adorned with gilded covers, and her coat of arms upon 


them. 


rY 


ſtole, and whoſe works he mangled ; the ſecond, of . fitted 
e P 
- the third claſs our author calls ſolid rr bodies of divinity, 


nA late initiation into literature, made ſuch a progreſs as might 
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Here all his ſuff ring brotherhood retire, | 
And *ſcape the martyrdom of jakes and fire: 

A Gothic library of Greece and. Rome 145 
Well purg'd, and worthy Settle, Banks, and Broome. 

| But high above, more ſolid learning ſhone, 
The claſhes of an age that heard of none; 


There 


VARIATIONS. 


Ver. 146. In the firſt edition it was 
Well purg'd, and W—y, W—s, and BI. 

And in the following altered to Withers, Quarles, and Blome, on 
which was the following note : | b 

It was printed in the furreptitious editions, #—ly, W—s, who 
were perſons eminent for good life; the one writ the life of Chriſt 
in verſe, the other ſome valuable pieces in the lyric kind on pious | 
ſubjects. The line is here reſtored according to its original. 

« George Withers was a great pretender to political zeal againſt 
« the vices of the times, and abuſed the great perſonages in 
« power, which brought upon him frequent correftion. The Mar- 
« fealſea and Newgate were no ſtrangers to him.” WIxSTANIV. 
$verles was as dull a writer, but an honeſter man. Blome's books are 
remarkable for their cuts. ; @ 7 


| REMARKS. * 
Ver. 146. worthy Settle, Banks, and Broome.) The poet has 
mentioned theſe three authors in particular, as they are parallel to 
our hero in his three capacities: 1. Settle was his brother-laureat ; 
only indeed upon half pay, for the city inſtead of the court; hut 
equally famous for unintelligible flights in his poems on public 
occaſions, ſuch as ſhows, birth-ddys, . 2. Panks was his rival 
in tragedy, (though more ſucceſsful) in one of his tragedies, the - 
Earl of Ee, which is yet alive: Anno Boleyn, the Queen of 
Scots, and Cyrus the Great, are dead and gone. Theſe he dreſſed 
in a ſort of beggars velnet, or a happy mixture of the Lick fuſtian 
and thin proſaic ; exactly imitated in Perolla and Tjidora, Ceſar in 
Exypt, and the Heroic Daughter. 3. Broome was a ſerving- man 
of Ben Johnſon, who once picked vp a comedy from his betters, or 
from ſome caſt ſcenes of his maſter, not entitely contemptible. | 
Ver. 147. Mare felid learning] Some have objected that books \ 
of this fort ſait. not ſo well the library of our Bays, which they 


b IAITATIONS. 
Ver. 140. In the former editions, 
The page admires new beauties not its own. 
* Miraturque novas frondes et non ſua poma.”” Virg, Georg. ii. 
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82 T HE DUNCIAD Boos J. 
There Caxton ſlept with Wynkyn at his ſide, 149 


One claſp'd in wood, and one in ſtrong cow - hide; 


There, ſav'd by ſpice, like mummies, many a year, 


Dry bodies of divinity appear 
De Lyra there a dreadſul front extends, | 
And here the groaning ſhelves Philemon bend. 


REMARKS, 


- imagined conſiſted of novels, plays, and obſcene books; but they 
are to conſider, that he furniſhed” his ſhelves only for ornament, 


and read theſe books no more than the dry bodies of divinity, which, 
no doubt, were purchaſed by his father when he deſigned -him for 
the gown. See the note on ver. 200. 

Ver. 149. Caxten] A printer in the time of Edward IV. Richard 
III. and Henry VII.; Wynkyn de Word; his ſucceſſor, in that of 
Henry VII. and VIII. The former tranſlated into proſe Virgil's 
Encis, as a hiſtory ; of which he ſpeaks, in his own proem, in 
a very ſingular manner, as of a book hardly known. © Happen- 


ed that to my hande came a lytyl booke in french, whiche late 


Vas tranſlated out of latyn by fome noble clerke of fraunce, 


< which booke is named Exzeydos (made in latyn by that noble 


« pocte and grete elerke Vyrgyle) which book I fawe over and 
« redde therein, How after the generall deſtruccyon of the grete 
% Troy, Eneas departed berynge his old fader Anchiſes upon his: 
« ſholders, his lytyl fon yolas on his hande, his wyfe with moche 
other people followynge, and how he ſhipped and departed; 
wythe all the ſtorye of his adventures that he had er he cam to 
the atchievement of his conqueſt of ytaly, as all alonge ſhall be 
ſhewed in this preſent booke. In-whiche bookeThad grete play ſyt, 
by cauſe of the fayr and haneſt termes and wordes in frenche, 
whiche I never fawe to fore ly ke, ne none ſo playſant ne fo well 
ordred; whiche booke, as me ſeemed ſhuld be moch requyſite to 
noble men to ſee, as wel for the eloquence as the hyſtores. 
How wel that many hundred yerys paſſed was the faid booke of 
Eneydos wyth other. workes made and lerned dayly in ſcolis, 
eſpecially in ytaly and other places, which hiſtorye the ſayd 


« Vyrgyle made in metre.” Tibbald quotes a rare paſſage from 


bim in Mi. Fournal of. March 16, 1728, concerning a. flrange 


- and mervayllouſe beaſſe called ' Sagittarye, which he |would have 
_ Shakeſpeare to mean rather than Teucer, the archer celebrated by 


* Homer. * 


Ver. 153. Nick. d. Lyra, or Herpsficld, a very voluminous 
commentator, whoſe works, in five vaſt folios, were printed in 
1472. How | 

Ver. 154. Philemon Holland, Doctor in phyſic. He tran{- 
& lated ſo:meny books, that a man would think he had done 30 


« ihing elſe ; inſomuch that he might be called Tranſlator gene 
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Of theſe twelve volumes, twelve of ampleſt ſize, 155 
Redeem'd from tapers and defrauded pies, 
Inſpir'd he ſeizes : theſe an altar raiſe : 
An hecatomb of pure, unſully'd lays 
That altar crowns: a folio common-place _ 
Founds the whole pile, of all bis works the baſe ; 160 
Quartos, octavos, ſhape the leſs'ning pyre; 
A twiſted birth-day ode completes the ſpire. 

Then he: great Tamer of all human art! 
Firſt in my care, and ever at my heart; 
Dulneſs! whoſe good old cauſe I yet defend, 165 
With whom my Muſe began, with whom ſhall end, 
Fer ſince Sir Fopling's periwig was praiſe, 
To the laſt honours of the butt and bays ; 


O thou 


VARIATIONS, 
Ver. 162. A twiſted, &c.] in the former edit. 
And laſt, a little Ajax tips the ſpire. 


Var. a little Ajax] in duodecimo, tranſlated from Sophocles by 
Tibbald. 


REMARkSs. 


5a of bit age. The books alone of his turning into Engliſh are 
« ſufficient to make a country=gentleman u —_— library.” 
WINSTANLY, 
Ver. 167. E'er ſince Sir Fopling's ig] The firſt viſible 
cauſe of the paſſion of the town fag bur ero, was a fair flaxen full- 
bottomed periwig, which, he tell us, he wore in his firſt play of 
the Fool in faſbion. It attracted, in a particular manner, the 
friendſhip of Col. Brett, who wanted to purchaſe it. Whatever 
« contempt (ſays he) philoſophers may have for a fine periwig, 
* my friend, who was not to deſpiſe the world, but to live in it, 
„ knew very well that ſo material an article of dreſs upon the 
« head of a man of ſenſe, if it became him, could never fail of 
* drawing to him a more partial regard and benevolence, than 
* could poſſibly be hoped for in an ill made one. This, perhaps, 
may ſoften the grave cenfure, which ſo youthful a purchaſe 
„ micht otherwiſe have laid upon him. In a word, he made 


ImITaTIONS. 

Ver. 166. With whom my Muſe began, wwith whom all La 
A te principium, tibi deſinet.— Virg. eccl. viii. 

Ex Adds ae us, xs tis Ala rysrs Mögt. Theoe, 

Prima difte mihi, ſumma dicende Camozna. Hon. 


.-% TRE DUNCIAD:. Booxk 


O thou ! of bugneſs the directing ſoul! - 

To this our head like bias to the bow], 170 
Which, as more pond'rous, made its aim more true, 

Obliquely wadling to the mark in view: 

O! ever gracious to perplex*d mankind, 

Still ſpread a healing miſt before the mind ; | 

And, left we ere by Wit's wild daneing light, 175 

Secure us kindly in our native night. 

Or, if to wit a coxeomb make pretence, 

Guard the ſure barrier between that and ſenſe ; 

Or quite unravel all-the-reas'ning thread, 

And hang ſome curious cobweb in its ſtead! 186 

As, forc'd from wind- guns, lead itſelf can fly, 

And pond'rous. flugs cut ſwiftly thro? the ſky ; 


#4 VPVAIIATTOoNs. 
Ver. 177. Or, if i mit, &c.] In the former edit. 
Ah! Mill o'er Britain ſteetch-that peaceful wand, 
Which lulls th* Helvetian and Batavian land; - _ 
Where rebel to thy throne if Science riſe, | 
She does but ſhew her coward face and dies: 
There thy good ſcholiaſts with unweatied pains 
Make Horace flat, and humble Maro's ſtrains : 
Here ſtudlous I unlucky moderns fave, | 
Nor fleeps one error in its father's grave, on 
Old puns reſtore, loſt blunders nicely ſeek, 
And crucify poor Shakeſpeare once a week, 
Por thee ſupplying, in the worſt of days, 
Notes to dull books, and prologues to dull plays; 
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' 8 ReMARKs- BE 
his attack upon this periwig, as your young fellows generally do 
upon a lady of pleaſure, firſt by a ferr familiar praiſes of her per- 
n, and then à civil inquiry into the price of it; and we finiſ- 
* ed our bargain. that niht over a bottle.” See Zife, odtavo, p. 
303. This remarkable peiiwig uſually made its entrance upon the 
rage in a ſedan, brought in by two chaumen, with wn Hines 

Ver. 178, 179. Guard the ſure barrier er quite unravel, &c.] 
For tvit or reaſoning are never greatly hurtful to Dulneſs, but when 
*the firſt is founded in truth, and the other in gefl. | 

Ver. 181. A. forc'd from wind-guns, &c.] The ght of theſe ' 
four verſes is found in a poem of our author's of a very early date 
| (namely written at fourteen years old, and ſoon after printed) 39 
the author of a poem called Szcreffo, 


SS 8 


ese. 
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As elocks-to weight their nimble motion owe, 

The wheels above urg'd by the ſoad below: 

Me Emptinefs, and Hulneſs could iaſpire, 155 
And were my-elafticity, and fire. | | 
Some Demon ſtole my pen, (forgive th? offence), 

And once d me into common ſenſe ; 

Elſe all my profe and verſe were much the ſame; 
This, proſe on ſtilts ; that, poetry fall'n lame. 190 
Did on the ſtage my fops appear confin'd-? 7 5 
My life gave ampler leſſons to mankind. 

Did the dead letter unſueceſsful prove? 

The briſk example never fail'd to move. 

Yet ſure, had Heav'n decreed to ſave the ſtats, 195 
Heav'n had decreed theſe works a longer date. 


'- VARIATIONS. 


Not that my quill to critics was confin'd, 
My verſe gave ampler leſſons to mankind ; 
So graveſt precepts may ſucceſslefs prove, 
But fad examples never fail to move. 

As fore'd from wind- guns, W r. 


Var. Nor fleeps one error—0ld puns „ boft Blenders, Kc. 
As where he [Tibbald] laboured to prove Shakeſpeare guilty of ter- 
tible anachronſms, or low conundrums, which time had covered: 
and converſant in ſuch authors as Caxtorand Wynhyn, rather than 
in Homer or Chawcer. Nay, ſo far had he loſt his reverence to this 


incomparable author, as to fay in print, He deſtrved to be whipt. | 
An inſolence which ing ſure can parallel! but that of ' Dennis, 
who can be proved to have declared before company, that 


„ Shakeſpeare was a raſcal.” © tempera! O mores! Scart. 
Var. And crucify poor Shakeſpeare once -er] For ſome time, 
once a-week-or a fortnight he printed in Mr Journal à ſingle re- 
mark or poor conjecture on ſome word or pointing of Shaketpeare, 
either in his own name, or in letters to himſelf as from others with- 


out name. Upon theſe ſomebody made this epigram, 


Tis gen'rous, Tibbald! in thee and thy brothers, 
* To help us thus to read the works of others: 
Never for this can juſt rewards be ſhown ; 

For who will help us e'er to read thy own !? 


Var. Notes 10 dull books, and prologues to dull plays ;} As to 


Coal, Hfiod, where ſometimes a note, and ſometimes even batf a 
note, are carefully owned by him: and to Moore's comedy of the 


Rival Modes, and other authors of the fame rank: theſe were 


people who writ about the year 1726. 


Vol. III. H Could 
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6 THE DUNCIAD: Boox l. 


Could Troy be ſav'd by any ſingle hand, 

This grey- gooſe weapon mult have made her Rand, 

What can I now, my Fletcher caſt aſide? +7 / 
Take up the Bible, once my better guide? /200 

Or tread the path by. vent'rous heroes trod, 

This box fa, e this right herd my 47 


8 5 ; 


Ver. 195. Yet ſure had Heav'n, &c.] In the former editions, 
Had Heav'n decreed fuch works a longer date, 
Heav'n had decreed to ſpare the Grubſtreet-ſtate. | 
But ſee great Sertle ro the duſt deſcend, 

And all thy cauſe and empire at an end?! 
Gn Nen * I — — 


CY 


- 
1 


ATE” 


Ver. 198 ere gooſe weapon] Alluding to the ola begin wen- 
Pon, the arrow of the long- bow, which was A with the fea- 
thers of the grey-gooſe, 

Ver. 199. my Fletcher] A familiar manner of ſpeaking, uſed by 
modern critics, of a favourite author. Bays might as,juſtly ſpeak 
thus of Fletcher, as a French wit did of Tully, ſeeing his works 
in a library, « Ah! mon cher Ciceron! je le connois bien; c'eſt 
« Je meme que Marc Tulle.” But he had a better title to call 
Fletcher bis own, having made ſo free with him. 

Ver. 200. Take up the Bible, once my betttr guide v When, ac- 
cording to his father's intention, he had been a Clergymony or (ns 

de thinks himſelf) a Biſbep of the church of England. Hear his 
dun words: © At the time that the fate of K. James, the Prince 
« of Orange, and myſelf were on. the anvil, Providence thought 
« fit to — mine, till theirs were determined: But had my 
« father carried me a month ſooner to the univerſity, who knovs 
« but that pou fountain might have waſhed my imperfections into 


© a capacity 2 inſtead of plays and annual 8 ſermons 
« and poſtal laters? ? Arden for bis iv, oP. Hil, 
: ITA Flons. N 1125 


Ver. 125 Had Heav'n decreed, & c.] 
- « Me ſi cclicolæ voluiſſent ducere . 
Has mihi ſerraſſent ſedes. — 341 An. 
Ver. 197, 198. Could Trey be ſav ere The r, ner 
« 81 Pergama dextra 


<« Defendi poſſent, etiam hacdefenſa faiſſent.” . vu ibid. 


| Vier. 202. This box my thunder, this right hand my god ?} 
Dextra mihi 28 ct telum ** miſſile libro. 
| - ©, „ vg oC the pls of Mexetn 
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Or 


Or chair'd at White's amidſt the doRors fit, 

Teach oaths to gameſters, and to nobles wit? | 
Or bidſt thou rather Party to embrace? ' 205 
(A friend to party thou, and all her race; 

Tis the ſame rope at diff rent ends they teil; 

To Dulneſs Ridpath is as dear as Miſt ). 

Shall I, like Curtius, deſp'rate in my zeal, 

Oer bead and ears plunge for the dommonweal; 210 
Or rob Rome's ancient geeſe of all their Fuerte 

And cackling ſave the cf of Tories? 


Remanes.. 
Ver: 203. At White"; amidſt the doftors] Theſe doctors had a- 


modeſt and upright appearance, no air of over-bearing ; but, like 


true maſters of arts, were only habited in 4/ac4 and z0bite: they 
were juſtly ſtyled /ubtiles and graves, but not always irrefragibiles, 


being ſometimes examined, and, by a nice diſtinction, divided and 


laid open. SCRIBL, 
This learned critie is to 2+ bibles ieh the 


DocTors in this place mean no more than fa/{ſe dice, a cant 
phraſe uſed ash of - ax So the meaning of theſe four ſo- 


noreus lines is an « Shall I play fair or foul ? 


Ver. 208. —— George Ridpath, author of a Whig 


paper, called the-Flying-poſt} Nathaniel Miſt, of -a famous Lory 
Journal. 

Ver. 211: Or rob Rome's ating geeſe of all their gloriec,] Re 
lates to the well-known ſtory of the gow that robs: Wan ; 
of-which Virgil} En. „H. 1 


« Atque-hic auratis eee anſer 5 
« Porticibus Gallos in limine adeſſe canebat. 4 


A paſſage I have always fuſpected. Who. ſees not the antitheGs.. 
of auratis and argenteus tp be unworthy the Virgilian majeſty "of 
And what abfurdity*o ſay a-gooſe /ings ? canebat. Virgil gives a 
. bird in Eccl. ix. 


argues inter ftrepere anſer olores.” 
Read it, therefore adefſe firepebat. And why auratis porticibus p- 
does not the very verſe preceding this inform us, 


10 Rornileoque' recens horrebat regia culmo? 
Is this ?batch in one line, and gold in another, conſiſtent? I ſeru- 
2d not (“ repugnantibus omnibus manuſeriptis) to cotrect it au- 
DU 


H. 2. 


8 . 2 


„ THE. DUNCIAD. Boon 


1 Hold to the miniſter I more incline; e 
| To ſerve his cauſe, © Queen ! is ſerving thine. 
And ſee! thy very Gazetteers give oer, 216 
Ev'n Ralph repents, and Henley writes no more. 
What then remains? Ourſelf. Still, ſtill remain 
Cibberian forehead, and Cibberian brain. 
This brazen brightneſs, to the ſquire ſa dear; 

This poliſh'd hardneſs, that reſſects the peer: 2210 
This arch abſurd, that wit and fool delights 
This meſs, tols'd up of Hockley-hole aud White's 3. 


ft + R—oA MN. 4H ted 


IMITATIONS, | BEL wheel wy 
Ver. 213. Hold—to the miniſter] In the former editions, 
Les, to my country I my pen conlign, 
Yes, from this moment, mighty Miſt ! am thine, . 


2 7 _ Remwanrts. e 
. 4; ſidibus canoris To 
T Duerris quereus.” 


And to ſay that walls have cars,” is commot even to 2 pro- 
verb. SCRIBL. | | | 
Ver. 212. And tackling ſave the of Tories ?] Not out 
of any preference or aſſection to the Tofies. For what Hobbes 
ſo ingenuouſly confeſſes of himſelf, is true of all miniſterial writ- 
ers whatſoever : That he defends tlie ſupreme powers, as the 
« geeſe by their caclling defended the Romans, who hejd the Ca- 
« pitol ; for they favoured them no more than the Gauls, their 0 
« enemies, but were as ready to have defende.1 the Gauls, if they F 
2 been poſſeſſed of the Capitol. Epiſt. dedic. to the Lexis- 
Ver. 215. Gazetteers] A band of miniſterial writers, hired at 
. the price mentioned in the note on Book n- ver. 316. who, on the 
5 very day their patron quitted his poſt; laid down - their paper, and 
+  - declared they would never more meddle in politics. ,., _ 
Ver. 218. Cibberian forebead,] So indeed all the MISS. read, but 
2 I make no ſcruple to pronounce them all wrong, the | Laureat be- 
ing elſewhere celebrated by our poet for his great © modeſty 
«© modeſt Cibber.”—Read, therefore, at my peril, & Cerberian 
* forehead." This is perfectly claſſical; and, what is more, He- 
_ merical ; the dg was the ancient, as the bitch is the modern, 
ſymbol of impudence : (Kreg dear d, fays Achilles to 
Agamemnon), which, when in a ſuperlative degree, may well be 
dienominated from Cerberus, the dog with three heads —But as to 
the latter part of this verſe, © Cibberian brain,” that is certainly 
the genuine reading. BERT. | 
N Where 


—_ 
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Where dukes and/butchers join to wreathe my crown, 

At once the bear and fiddle — the town, f * 
O born in ſin, aud forth in folly brought! 225 

Works damn'd, or to be damn'd ! (your fa ther's fault) 3 3 5 

Go, purify'd by. flames aſcend the ſky, 

My better and more Chriſtian progeny! 

Vaitain d, untouch d, and yet in maiden ſheets; _ - 

While all your Win ſiſters walk the ſtreets. 2430 


| Vauzations.” 


Ver. ESO Sas ln the former dee, 
Adieu, my children ! better thus expire 
Unſtall'd, "fold ; thus glorious mount in fire, 
Fair, without ſpot ; ths greas d by grocers' hands, 
Or ſhipp'd with Ward to Ape-and-monkey lands, 
Or wafting ginger, round the ſtreets to run, 
And viſit alehouſe, where ye fr{t'begun. 
Wich that he lifted thrice the ſparkling hd,” 


DTA Tons. 
Var. And viſit alchouſe) Waller on the navy, 
| Thoſe tow'rs of oak o'er fertile plains may go, 7 pon: © 
pe 29 n < & 


Nimannee⸗ a 


Ver. 153. 0 bebe in fin, &c.] This is a uber end paſſionate 
apbſtrophe to his own works, which he is geing to facrifice, agree- 
able to the nature of man in great afflition ; and reflecting like k 
parent on ub er nr e 


be ſubject. 

Ver. 228. My better and more Chriſtian ogeny /] «It way do 
« obſervable; that my Muſe and my e were equally prolific ; | 
* that the one was ſeldom the mother of a child, but in the fame + 


« year the other made me tlie father of a play. I think we had a 1 
dozen of each ſort between us; of both which kinds ſome die f 


* in their infancy,” Ke. Life of C. C. p. 217. R 


"A Lit ATT N. 


vor. 229. Unſlain'd, untouch'd, Kc. 
« Felix Priameia virgo? 
:8 mori: quz fortitos non pertulit ullos, 
ee victoris heri tetigit captiva cubile : 
Nos, pattia incenſa, direrſa per æquora vets,” &c. 
Virg. En. ii. 
H 3 Ve 


n 1 2 * » 


my eyes.” P. 149. of his life, oclavo. 


— 
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Ye ſhall not beg, like gratis-given Bland, 

Sent with a — and vagrant thro” the land; 

Nor fail with Ward, to Ape-and monkey climes, ' 
Where vile Mundungus trucks for viler rhymes : N 
Not ſulphur- tipt, mn, Fries alehouſe- fire; 235 
Not wrap up oranges, to pelt your fire !* 

O! paſs more innocent, in infant-ftate,- 


To the mild limbo of our father Tate 
Or peaceably forgot, at once be bleſt 
In Shadwell's boſom with eternal reſt! 246; 


Soon tò that maſs of nonſenſe to return 
Where things deſtroy'd are ſwept to things unborn. 
With that, a tear {portentous fign of grace!) 
Stole from the maſter of the ſev'nfold face: 

5 
Ver. 231. gratis given Bland.— Sent 2 a paß, It was 3 
practice ſo to give the Daily Gazetteer U eee 


(in which this B. was a writer), and to ſend them poſt-free to all the 


- 


towns in the kingdom. | 

Ver. 233.—wuith Wurd, to Ape-and-monkey climes.} © Edward 
„Ward, a very-voluminous poet in Hudibraſtic verſe, but beſt 
„ known by the London Spy, in proſe. He has of late years kept 
* a public houſe in the city, (but in a genteel way, and with his 
« wit, humour, and good liquor (ale), afforded his gueſts a plea- 
« ſurable entertainment, eſpecially thoſe of the high church par- 
« ty.” Jacos, lives. of poets, vol. ii. p. 225. Great. numbers 
of his works werk yearly ſold into the plantations —Ward, in a 
book called Apollo's MAaggot, declared this account to be a great 


. Fallity, proteſting that his public houſe was not in the city, but in 
 Moorfeelds.. | 


Ver. 238,—240: | Tate-$batwell] Two of his predeceſſors in 
the laurel. | ! 4 \ 13 7 1 
Ver. 243. With that, a tear (partentous fign of grace ! } &e.] | 


is to be obſerved, that our poet hath made his hero, in imitztion 


of Virgil's, obnoxious to the tender paſſions. He was indeed fo 
given to weeping, that he tells us, whea Goodman the player 
ſwore, if he did not © make a good actor, he would be damn'd;" 
« the ſurpriſe of being condemned by one, who had been himſelf 
« ſo eminent on the ſtage, and in ſo poſitive a manner, was more 
than he could ſupport. In a word, (fays he) it almoſt took 2 
* way my breath, and (hugh if you pleaſe) fairly drew tears from 


Yo 
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And thrice he-lifted high the birth-day brand, . 6 

And thrice be dropt it from his quiv'ring hand; 

Then lights the ſtructure, with averted; eyes 5 

The rolling ſmokes involve the ſacriſice. 

Tue op' ning clouds diſcloſe: each work by turns, 

Now flames the Cid, and now Perolla buras ; . 2 50 
reat © 


VARIATIONS. 


ver. 250. Noe flames the Cid, &.] In the former editioms, 
Now flames old Memnon, now Rodrigo burns, | 
- In one quick flaſh ſee Proſerpine expire, 
And laſt, his own cold Æſchy lus took fre. 
Then guſh'd the tears, as from the 9 . 
When the laſt blaze, Wc. . 
Var. Now flames old Memnon, now Rodrigo FIR : 

In one quick flaſs ſee Proſerpine expire. ] | 
Memnon, a hero in the E Perfian Princeſs, very apt to take fire, as 
appears by theſe lines, with which he begins the play, 

By Heaw'n, it fires my. frozen blood with 7 
And makes it ſcald my aged trunk.” —— 
Rodrigo, the chief perſonage of the Perfidious Brother, (a play 


. written between Tibbald 67% a watchmaker). The Rape of Proſer- 


fine, one of the farces of this author, in which Ceres, ſetting fire 
Po CUI burning of * rer | 


— 


| Rewanrs. . 

"ve. 250. NS flames the Cid, &c.] In the firſt notes on the 
Dunciad it was ſaid, that this author was particularly excellent at 
tragedy. © 'Fhis (fays he) is us unjuſt as to fay 1 could not dance 
* on a rope.“ But certain it is that he had attempted to dance on 
this rope, and fell moſt ſhamefully, having produced no leſs than 
four tragedies (the names of which the poet preſerves in theſe few 
lines): the three firſt of them were fairly printed, ated, and dam- 
ned; CER AE the like treatment. | 


= - + +) JnciTATIONS. 

Ver: 245. ' And thrive be lifted bigh the birth-day brand,] N ot 
Althæa, on a like occaſion, burning her offspring: 
| Tum conata quater flammis imponere torrem, 
a « Cwpta quater tenuit.“ 

Ver. 230. Now flames the Cid, &c.] 
Jam Deiphobi dedit ampla ruinam, 
% Vulcano — * proximus — 
« Ucalegon.” ak 


„ THE DUNCIAD. Bowls: 


| Great Czſer' roars, and hiſſes in = ire har 
Kivg : John in-filence modeſtly expiress s 
No merit nos the dear Nonjurortelaims, © 1 ; 
Moliere's old ſtubble in a moment flames 
Tears guſh'd again, as from pale Priam's eyes, 255 
eng Wa lat Blase ſent lion to the ſkies. | 
e 


| |  WarnarIONs.' 
Var.. And loft,” bis own cold Richylus took fire :) | He had been 
(to uſe an expreſſion of out poet )-about M h¹euf for ten years, and 
had received ſubſcriptions for the ſame, but ther went about other 
books? The character of this tragic poet is fire and boldneſs in 3 
high degree; but ous author ſuppoſes it very much cooled by the 
1 ry e ae pere k cen 


| gram, - 2 Fed «37 — 
il S, 7 „Alas! poor” ZBylu 7 unlücky dog! A Lag 
* « Whom once a Joifter Ei d, and now a ., 
| Dat this h 5 prievourercor. oy 28/3/47 wh" wt Wend 5 the f 
#4 of a lobſter on his head, Anu. . . 
141 bs 12. nne ON 
1 | | | 1611 5. 11 wh * 4 mM 
| | =_—_ bee ente, . 
„1 brebed oxtof Moliere's Tan F the t Mator's fa- 
| | = vourite, that he aſſures us all our author's dillike t it could only 
ariſe from diſafeftion to the government. 1 | | 
Te © Qui mepriſe Cotinꝭ n r 
* Et n'a, felon Cotin, ui Dien, ui foi, ai loi.” Bon. 


He affores us, that When he Had the honour to kiſs his Mise | 
* ty's hand upon preſenting his dedication of it; he was graciouſly 
* pleaſed, out of his royal bounty, to order him two hundred pounds | 
4 for it.” Arid this he doudts not grieved Mr. P.“ 
ns Ver. 256. When the laſt blaze ſent Tlien to the ſkies:] See Virgil, * 
7 En. ii. where 1 would adviſe the reader to peruſe the ſtory of / 
144 Troy's deſtruction, rather than in Wynkyn. But I caution bim 
4 alike to beware of a: moſt grievous: error, 'that of thinking it was - 
brought about by I know not what. Trojan horſe; there having 
never been any ſuch thing. For, firſt, it was not Trajan, being 
made by the Greeks ; and, ſecondly, it was not a borſe, but a mare. 
This is clear from many -verſes in Virgil: 


Led dauere net comple, — | 
« Incluſos utero Danaos''—— - 


Ta AKA 


7 <. 
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Rous'd by the light, old Dulneſs heav'd aha head, 
Then ſnatch'd a ſheet of Thule from her bed; 0 
Sudden ſhe flies, and whelms it Oer the pyre, 1 
Dawn ſinks the flames, and with a hiſs expire. 260 

Her ample preſence fills up all the place: 
A veil of fogs dilates her awful face: 

Great in her charms} as when on ſhrieves and wales 
She looks, and breathes herſelf into their airs. - 

She bids: him wait her to her facred dome: 265 
Well pleas'd be enter'd, and confeſs'd his hom. 


REMARKS. n 
Can a horſe be ſaid Utero gerere® Again, * 
Uteroque recufſo,,  - * ae nas, 1 


« 12 cavæ 
« Atque utero {ns quater arma deter?” 


Nay, it it is expreſsly faid, 


6 Scandit fatalis aba R 
c Fota armis 


6 How is it poſſible the word feta can jos wa e And in 


deed can it be conceived that the chaſte and virgin goddeſs Palla - 
would employ herſelf in forming and faſhioning the male of that 
ſpecies ? but this ſhall be proved to a demonſtration in our Virgil 
Reſtored. SCR1BL. 

Ver. 258. Thule] An unfiniſhed poem of that name, of which 
one ſheet, was printed many years ago, by Amb. Philips, a nor- 
thern author. It is an uſual: method of putting out a fire, to caſt 
wet ſheets upon it. Some critics have been of opinion that this 
ſheet was of the nature of the Aſbeſtos, which cannot be conſumed 
by fire: but I rather think it an ical anion to the coldneſs 
and heavineſs of the writing. 

Ver. 265. ſacred dome :} Where he no-ſooner enters, but he re- 
connoitres the place of his original ; as Plato ſays the ſpirits ſhall, 


| at their entrance into the 2 regions. 


re ; | 
Ver. 263. Great in ber charms ! as when on forieves and may'rs - 
She looks, and breathes herſelf into their 4 goy 


« Alma-parens conſeſſa Deam ; qualiſque videri : 
+ Caricolis, et quanta ſolet Virg. En. it. 
WS. + Et Lztos oculis afarit howores.” Id. En. i. 


So... 
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So, A ending their terreſtrial race, 7 . 
Aſcend, and recognize their nati ve — 2 ; 
This the great mother dearer held ama 2 


Here ſtood: her opium, here ſne nurs'd her owls, 
And here ſhe vlann'd th' imperial ſeat of fools. 
Here to her choſen all her works ſhe ſhews,,  * 
Proſe ſwell'd to verſe, verſe loit'ring into proſe: . 
How random thoughts now meaning chance to find; 


* 


Now leave all memory of ſenſe behind: 276 


How prologues into prefaces decay, 

Aud theſe to notes are fritter'd quite away: 
How index- learning turns no ſtudent pale, 

Vet holds the cel of ſcience by the * 

How, with leſs reading than makes felons "{cape, ; 
Leſs human genius than God gives an ape, 


Small thanks to France, and none to Rome or Greece, 


A. palt, vamp'd, future, * reer new piece, | 


— 


— 


L * | wi 3 1 


; Alter ver. 268. in the former edit. bed tl ehe. 


Raprur'd, he. gazes round the dear retreat, 
And in ſweet 3 celebrates the ſeats 


Var. And in feocet aumbert celcbrates the Set] Tibbald writ a. 


poem called the Cave of Poverty, waich conclades with a very ex- 


traordinary wiſh, * That ſome great genius, or man of diſtinguiſh- | 


% ed merit may be 3 in order to celebrate her Power, and 
« deſcribe her cave, * it ad roo in octavo 1775. 


Remargs. 


Ver. bs; Great mother] Magna voter, here applied to Beh. | 
The | Ouidnuncs, a name given to the ancient members of certain 


political clubs, who were e n karte n 


neu 


e 
aaa This the great mather, Np Lot 4.47 
« Urbs antiqua ſuit | 
* Quam Juno fertur terris mags omnibus unam 
Poſthabita coluiſſe Samo: hic regnum Dea gentibus eſſe 
* 0 qua ſata —_— your? tum 3 fovetque.” 


* 
I=- 


A f Pig. En. l. 


, 


2 WoW ” ['wixt 


The-clubs of Quidnuncs,.or her own Guildhall: 270 


280 
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'Twixt Plautns, Fletcher, Shakeſpeare, and Corneille, 

Can make a Cibber, Tibbald, or Ozell. 286 
The Goddeſs then o'er his anointed head, 

With myſtic words, the ſacred opium ſhed. 


7 5 * RxMAnks. 4-4 
Ver. 286.  Tibbald,] Lewis Tibbald, (as pronounced), or 

bald (as written), was bred an attorney, and fon to an attorney 
(ys Mr. Jacob) of Stittenburn in Kent. He was author of ſome 
forgotten plays, tranſlations, and other pieces. He was concerns 
ed in a paper called the Cenſar, and a tranſlation of Ovid. There 
« js a notorious ideot, one hight Whachum, who, from an un- 
« der-ſpur-leather to the law, is become an under-ftrapper to the 
« play-houſe, who bath lately burleſqued the Metamorphoſes of 
Ovid by a vile tranſlation; . This fellow is concerned in an 
« impertinent paper called the Cenſor.” DEN IS, Rem. on Pope's 
Hom. p. 9, 10. * 


Ibid. Od] „ Mr. John Ozell (if we credit Mr. Jacob) dd go 


to ſchool in Leiceſterſhire, where ſomebody left him /omethi 
to live on, when he. ſhall retire from buſineſs. He was deſign 
to be ſent to Cambridge, in order for prieſthood; but he choſe 
rather to be placed in an office of accounts, in the city, being 
qualified for the ſime by his {kill in arithmetic, and writing the 
neceſſary hands. He has obliged the world with many tranſla- 
tions of French plays.”  Jacos, lives of Dram. Poets, p. 198. 
Mr. Jacob's character of Mr. Ozell ſeems vaſtly ſhort of his me- 
rits, and he ought to have further ſo done him, having ſince 
fully confuted all farcaſms on his learning and genius, by an ad- 
vertiſement of Sept. 20, 1729, in a paper called the Weekly Med- 
ley, Kc. As to my learning, this envious wretch knew, and 
every body "knows, that the whale bench. of biſbopr, net long 
©. ago, were pleaſed to give me a' purſe of guineas, for diſcover- 
ing the erroneous tranflations of the Common Prayer in Por- 
* tugueſe, Spaniſh, French, Italian, e. As for my genius, let 
« Mr. Cleland ſhew better verſes in all Pope's works, then Ozell's 


« verſion of Boileau's Lutrin, which the late Lotd Halifax was fo 


« pleaſed with, that he complimented him with leave to dedicate 
„it to him, c. Let him ſhew better and truer poetry in the 
* Rape of the Lock; than in Ozell's Rape of the Bucket (/ Sa 
« chia rapita . And Mr. Toland and Mr. Gildon publicly declar- 
« ed Ozell's tranſlation of Homer to be, as it was prior, ſo like wiſe 
« ſuperior to Pope's —Surely, ſurely, every man is free to deſetve 
« well of his country!” Jon Ozent. © © MT by 

We cannot but ſubſcribe to ſuch reverend teſtimonies, as thoſe of 
the bencb of biſvepr, Mr. Toland, and Mr. Gildan; 
ö b : "£10 ta LEE 
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Ale ber bird ( mender of a fort!, 


Something betwixt a heideggre and o 290 
Perch'd on his cron. All hail! and hail again, 
My ſon ! the-promis'd land expects thy reign. {4 
Know, Euſden thirſts no more for ſack or — of ; 

He ſleeps among the dull of ancient days; 
Safe, where no critics damn, no duns moleft, - 
Where wretched Withers, Ward, and Gildon reſt, 
And high-born Howard, more | 


; 


n fire, A 
With Fool of Quality completes t | 


Thou, Cibber ! thqu, is laurel ſhalt e. 
Folhy, ** abe nil a friend at « court. 300 


18 n | 


W - Knoro Euſdlen, &c.] In the former 


editions, 
Know, Settle, doy'd with cuſtard and with praiſe, i 6 ing 


« Os, 8 15 er'd to the dull of ancient days, 


e, where no eritics damn, no duns moleſt, 


6 Where Gillon, Banks, and high- -born Howard reſt. 


1 fee x King! who leadz my choſen ſuns i. 
To lands that flow with clenches ind with pf 
Till each fam'd theatre my empire own ; 
Til Albion, as Hibernia, bleſs my throne 
4.1 et et e eee 
| "God fave King Tibbald ! ILA 
Py „eee e e. f | | | 
| 4 Remarks. ee ee 
* 290. 4 J. A ſtrange bird from POTS and 
not (as ſome — poſed) the name of an eminent perſon who 
rn 26; was aid. of Petronius, Arbiter Ale- 
gantiarum. | N 
Ver. 296. Withers.) see on vet 146. 
bid. Gi/dsn} Charles Gildon,' a writer of criticiſms und libels 
of the laſt age, bred at St. Omer's with the Jeſuits; but renoun- 


cing Popery, he publiſhed, Blount's books againſt the divinity of 


Chriſt, the Orackes of -Reafon, tr. He Ggnalized | himſelf as a 
critic, having written ſome very bad plays; abuſed Mr. P. very 
uſly in an anonymous pamphlet of the life f Mr. Wy⸗ 
cherley, —— by Curl; in another called the New Rehearſal, 
printed in 1714; in a third, nnn 
Poetry, in two volumes; and ot | 
Ver. 297. Howard,] Hon. ines author of the Bri- 
tiſn Princes, and a great number of wonderful pieces, celebrated by 


dhe late Eails of Dorſet and Rocheſter, Duke of Buckingham, Mr. 


Waller, Or. 


Lift 


| 
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Lift up your gates, ye princes, ſee him come! 

Sound, ſound ye viols, be the cat-call dumb 

Bring, bring the madding bay, the drunken vine; 

The creeping, dirty, courtly ivy join. 

And thou! + 

Light arm'd with points, antitheſes, and puns. 

Let Bawdry, Billingſgate, my daughters dear, 

Support his front, — oaths bring up the rear: 

And under his, and under Archer's wing, ' 

Gaming and Grub. ſtreet ſkulk behind the king. 30 
O! when ſhall riſe a monarch all our own, 

And I, a nurfing- mother, rock the throne; 

*Pwixt prince and people cloſe the curtain draw, 

Shade him from light, and cover him from law; 

Fatten the courtier, ſtarve the learned band, 315 

And ſuckle armies, and dry-nurſe the land: 

Till ſenates nod to lullabies divine, 


And all be fleep, as at an ode of thine.” 4 


She _ Then ſwells the chapel. royal throat: 
God ſave King Cibber ! mounts in ev'ry note. 320 


REMARKS. 


Ver. zog, 310. under Archer's wing,—Gaming, &c.] When 
the ſtatute againſt gaming was drawn up, it was repreſented, that 
the king, by ancient cuſtom, plays at hazard one night in the 
year; and therefore a clauſe was inſerted, with an exception as to 
that particular. Under this pretence, the Groom-porter had a 
room appropriated to gaming all the ſummer the court was at Ken- 
ſington, which his Majeſty, accidentally being acquainted of, with 
a juſt indignation prohibited. It is reported the ſame practice is 
yet continued wherever the court reſides, and the hazard-table 
there open to all the profeſſed gameſters in town. 

oe r and jufeſt Sov RKI N; know you this? 

« Alas! no more, than Thames calm head can know, 
„% Whoſe meads his arms dtown, or whoſe:corn o'erflow.” 
Donne to Queen Eliz. 
IMITATIONS.. | | 


Ver. 304. The creeping, dirty, _——_ ivy join.] 
| * —_—_— imagines lambunt 
'« Hederz ſequaces.” Perl. 
Ver. 311. 0/ when ſoall riſe a monarch, Kc. Boileau, Lutria, 
Chant. ii. 
« Helas! qu'eſt devenu ce tems, cet 833 tems, 
« Od les Rois s honoroient du nom de Faineans: &e. 


Vor. III. , I Familiar 


is aid de camp, lead on my ſons, 305 


* Y * 2 
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| Familiar White's, God ſave King Colley ! eries; 
God ſave King Colley ! Drury-ſane replies: 
To Needham's quick the voice-triumphal rode, 
But pious Needham dropt the name of God; 
Back to the Devil the latt echoes roll, | 
And Coll! each butcher roers at Hoekley-hole. gzz 
S8o when Jove's block deſcended from on high, 
(As ſings thy great forefather Ogilby) y: 25 
| Loud 


„ * Remanrs, | » 4 

Ver. 319. Chapeb-royal] The voices and inſtruments uſed in the 
ſervice of the chapel-royal being alſo employed in the performance 
of the birth-day and new-year odes. 
Ver. 324. But pious Needham] A matron of great fame, and 
very religious in her way; whoſe conftant prayer it was, that ſhe 
might © get enough by her profeſſion to leave it off in time, and 
„ make her peace with God.” But her fate was not ſo happy; 
4 for being convicted, and ſet on the pillory, ſhe was (to the laſting 
" ſhame oſ all her great friends and-votarics) ſo ill uſed by the popu- 
lace, that it put an end to her days. - 

Ver. 325. Back'to the Devil] The Devil tavern in Pleet- ſtreet. 
where theſe odes are uſually rehearſed; before they are performed 
at court. Upon which a wit of thoſe timès made this epigram, 


When laureats make odes, Do you afk of what fort? - 
* Do you alk if they're good, or are evil? Sg 
« You may judge From the Devil they come to the tourt, 
„And go from the court to the Devil.“ hl 
Ver. 328, — Ogilby )—God /rve King Log /] See Opgilby's Aifop's 
fablcs, where, in the ſtofy of the frogs and their king, this excel- 
lent hemittic is to he found. 3 
Dur author manifeſts here, and elſew here, a [prodigious tender- 
neſs for the bad writers. We ſte he ſclefts the only 
perhaps, in all that ever Ogilby writ; which ſhews how candid 
and patient a leader he muſt have been. What can be more kind 
and affectionate than theſe words in the preface to his poems, 
Where he labours to call up all our humanity and forgiveneſs to- 
wards theſe unlucky men, by the moſt moderate repreſentation of 
their caſe that has ever been given by any author? Much may 
« be ſaid to extenuate the fault of bad ports: What we call a 
« genius is hard to be diftingnifhed, by a man himſelf, from a 
« prevalent inclination :. and if it be never h great, he can at firlt 
« - aifcover it no other way than by that ſtrong propenſity which 
* renders him the more liable to be miſtaken, He has no other 
« method hut to make the experiment by writing, and fo appcal- 
ing to the judgment of others: and if he happens to wie ill, 
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Loud thunder to its bottom ſhook the bog, 


And the hoarſe nation croak'd, God fave King Log! | 


(which is certainly no ſin in itſelf), Ja is immediately made the | 


object of ridicule! I wiſh we had the humanity to reflect, that 


« even the worſt authors might endeavour to pleaſe us, and, in 


« that endeavour, deſerve ſomething at our hands. We have no 
« cauſe to quarrel with them, but for their obſtinacy in perſiſting, 


and even that may admit of alleviating circumſtances : for their 


« particular friends may be either ignorant, or unſincere; and the 

« reſt of the world too well bred to ſhock them with a truth which 

generally their bookſellers are the firſt that inform them of.” 
But how much all indulgence is loſt upowtheſe people, may ap- 


pear from the juſt reflection made on their conſtant conduct and 


conſtant fate, in the following epigram: 


« Ye little wits, that gleam'd a while, 
„When Pope vouchſaf d a ray, 

« Alas! depriv'd of his kind ſmile,. 
„% How ſoon ye fade away! 


« To compaſs Phabus* car about, # 


„„ Thus empty vapours riſe; 
Each lends his cloud, to put him out, 
66 That rear'd him to the ſkies. 
« Alas! thoſe ſkies are not your ſphere; 
There he ſhall ever burn: 
« Weep, weep, and fall! F 
2 And mult to carth return.“ 


* 


„ 


End of the Fust Boox. 
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ARG UM E NT. 


The king being proclaimed, the folemnity is graced with 
public games and ſports of various kinds ; not inſtituted 
by. the Hero, at by Aeneas in Virgil, but for greater ho- 
our by the Goddeſs in perſon, (in like manner as the 
games Pythia, Mbmia, &c. were anciently ſaid to be 
crdained by the god, and an Thetis herſelf appearing, 
arcording to Homer, Odyfſ xxiv. propoſed” the prizes in 
honour of her ſan Achilles, Hither flock the poets and 
critics, attended, as it is but juſt, with their patrons 
and boikſellers. The Goddeſs is firſt pleaſed, for her di. 
ſpurt, to propeſa games to the bookſellers, and ſetteth up 
the phantom of a poet, which they contend to overtake. 
The races deferibsd, with their divers accidents. Next, 
the game for a poetefs. Then'fallow the- exerciſes for 
the poets of tickling, vociferating, diving: The firſt: 


belds forth the arts and pradtices e dedicators, the ſe-- | 


cond of diſputants and fuſtian poets, the third of pro- 
found, dark, aud dirty party-writers.. Laſtly, for the 
critics, the Goddeſs propoſes (with great propriety ) an 
exerciſe, not of their parts, but their patience, in hear-- 
ing the works of two voluminous authors, one in verle,. 
and the other in proſe, deliberately read, without /leep- 
ing: The various effetk of which, with the: ſeveral de. 
rees and manners of their operation, are here ſet forth ;; 
till the «whole number, not of critics only, but of ſpecta- 
tors, actors, and all preſent, fall faſt aſleep; which na- 
turally and nec:farily ends the games. 
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IGH on a gorgeous ſeat, that far outſhone 
Henley's gilt tub, or Fleckno's Iriſh throne, 
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| REMARKS: 
Two things there are, upon the ſuppolition of which the 


| very- 
baſis of all verbal criticiſm is founded and ſupported : the firl, that 


an author could never fail to uſe the beſt word on every occaſion; 
the ſecond, that a critic cannot chuſe but know which that is. This 
being granted, whenever any word doth not fully content us, we 
take upon us to conclude, firſt, that the author could never baue 
uſed it; and, ſecondly that he muſt have uſed that very one, 
which we conjecture, in its ſtead. 

We cannot, therefore, enough ad mire the learned Scriblerus for 
bis alteration of the text in the two laſt verſes: of the preceding 
book, which in all the former editions ſtood thus: : 


Hoarfe thunder to its bottom ſhook the bog, 
And the loud nation croak*d, God fave King Log! 


He has, with great judgment, tranſpoſed theſe two epithets; put- 
ting loarſe to the nation, and /oud to the thunder: and this being 
evidently the true reading, he vouchſafed not ſo much as to men- 
tion the former; for which aſſertion of the juſt right of a critic, he 
merits the acknowledgement of all ſound commentators. 

Ver. 2. Henley's gilt tub,] The pulpit of a Diſſenter is uſually 
called a tub; but that of Mr: Orator Henley was covered with vel- 
vet, and adorned. with gold. He had alſo a fair altar, and over it 
this extraordinary inſeription, The Primitive Eucharifl, See the 
hiſtory of his. perſon, book iii. 


IMITATIONS. 


Ver. 1. High on a-gorgeous ſeat,] Parody of Milton, bock ii 
« High on a throne of royal ſtate, that far 
« Outſhone the wealth of Ormus and of-Ind; 
Or where the gorgeous Eaſt with richeſt hand 
* Show'rs on her kings Barbaric pearl and gold, 
- © Satan exalted fat.” 


or 
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Or that where on her Curls the Public pours, 
All- bounteous, fragrant grains and golden ſhow'rs, 


Great Cibber ſat : the proud Parnaſſian ſneer, 5 


The conſcious fimper, and the jealous leer, 
Mix on his look: all eyes direct their rays | 
On him, and crowds turn coxcombs as they gaze; 


REMARKS. ; ; 

Thid. or Fleckno's Triſs throne] Richard Fleckno was an Iriſh: 
prieſt, but had laid aſide (as himſelf expreſſed it) the mechanic 
pait of prieſthood. He printed ſome plays, poems, letters, and 
travels. I doubt not, our author took occaſion to mention him in 
reſpect to the poem of Mr. Dryden, to which this bears ſome re- 
ſemblance, though of a character mere different from it than that 
of the Eneid from the Iliad, or the Lutrin of Boikeau from the 
Defait de Bouts rimees of Sarazin. 8 
n may be juſt worth mentioning, that the eminence from 
whence the ancient ſophiſts entertained their auditors, was called 


by the pompous name of a throne ix} 9gors- 7135 LAu 


PERL” re 1a; Ko reg Themiſtius, orat. . N 
Per. 3. Or that. where en ber Curls the Public pours,} Edmund 


Curl ſtood on the pillory at Charing-ctofs, in March 1727-8. 
„% This (faith Edmund Curl) is a falſe aſſertion.—1 had indeed the 


« corporal puniſhment of whaz the gentlemen of the long robe are 
ce pleaſed jocoſely to call mounting the roftrum for one hour: 
s but that ſcene of action was not in the month of Marc, but in 
% February:” | Curliad, 12mo. p. 19. And of be bifory of his 
Being toſſed in a blanket, he faith, © Here Scriblerus / thop leeſeth 
« in what thou aſſerteth concerning the blanket; it was not a 
„ planket, but a rug.” p. 25. Much in the fame manner Mr, 
Cibber Are! . his brothers, at Bedlam, mentioned 
book i. were not brazen, but bloc; yet our author let it paſs un- 
altered, as a trifle that no way altered the relationſhip. 

We ſhould think (gentle reader) that we but ill performed our 
part, if we correfted not as well our own errors now, as formerly- 
thoſe of the printer. Since what moved us to this work, was 
ſolcly the love of trutb, not in the leaſt any vain glory, or deſire 
to contend with great authors. And further, our miſtakes, ve 
conceive, will the rather be pardoned, as ſcarce poſſible to be 
avoided in writing of ſuch perſons and works as do ever: ſhun the 
light. However, that we may not any way ſoften or extenuate 
the ſame, we give them thee in the very words of our antagoniſts : 
not defending, but retrafting them from our heart, and craving 
excuſe of the parties offended : for ſurely, in this work, it hath 
been above all things our deſue, t prevel: ne man. Sci. 
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His peers ſhine round him with reflected grace, 
New edge their dulneſs, and new bronze their face. 10 
So from the ſun's broad beam, in ſhallow urns 
Heav'n's twinkling ſparks draw light, and point their 
horns. | 
Not with more glee, by hands Pontific crown'd, 
With ſcarlet hats wide-waving circled round, 
Rome in her capitol ſaw Querno fit, _ 15 
Thron'd on ſeven hills, the antichriſt of wit. | 
And now the Queen, to glad her ſons, proclaims 
By herald hawkers, high heroic games. 
They ſummon all her race: an endleſs band 
Pours forth, and leaves unpeopled half the land. 26 
A motley mixture ! in long wigs, in bags, 4 * 
In ſilks, in crapes, in garters, and in rags, - 
From drawing-rooms, from colleges, from garrets, e 
On horſe, on foot, in hacks, and gilded chariots ; 4 
All who true Dunces in her cauſe appear'd, 25 
And all who knew thoſe Dunces to reward. 
Amid that area wide they took their ſtand, 
Where the tall may-pole once o'erlook'd the Strand, 
But now (ſo Axxe and Piety ordain) | 
A church collects the faints of Drury-lane. 30 
With authors, ſtationers obey'd the call, | 
(The field of glory is a field for all.) 


| REMARKS. 7 1 

Ver. 15. Rome in her Capitol ſaw Dub; no it,] Camillo Querns 4 
was of Apulia, who hearing the great encouragement which Leo X. 
gave to poets, travelled to Rome with a harp in his hand, and 
ſung to it twenty thouſand verſes of a poem called Alexias. He 
was introduced as a buffoon to Leo, and promoted to the honour of 
the Laurel; a jeſt which the court of Rome and the Pope himſelf | 
entered into ſo far, as to cauſe him to ride on an elephant to the | 
Capitol, and to hold a folemn feſtival on his coronation; at which 
it is recorded the poet himſelf was fo tranſported as to zweep for joy. g 
He was ever a conſtant frequenter of the Pope's table, drank abun- | 
dantly, and poured forth verſes without number. PavLus Jovivs, 
Elog. vir. doct. cap. Ixxxii. Some idea of his poetry is given by 
Fam. Strada, in his Proluſions. | | 


* See Life of C. C. cap. vi. P. 149. 
ww Glory 


— n Fa 
— 22 — — 1 — — N — - "0 b-4 2 , p PTY 
r e 3 
— . TE - — : | — — 
FE. . Ad OE OOO AT 


* 


With pert flat 


A eee: 3 Soy 1:45 a 


16 HT DUN CIA 5. Deg 


Glory and gain, th* induſtrious tribe provake-3 :? 

And gentle Dulneſs ever loves a joke, | 

A poet's form {he plac'd before thee eyes, 35 
And bade the nimbleſt racer ſeize the prize; 


No meagre, muſe- rid mope, adult and thin, 


In a, dun night-gown of bis own looſe ſin; 


But ſuch a — pied as no twelve bards could raiſe; 

Twelve ſtarv'ling bands of theſe degen' rate days. 49 

All as a partridge dpe plump. full-fed $a fair, * i 

She ſorm ' d this * web-body'd air; 
window'd well its bead ; 

A brain of fee, and a PR - lead ; | | 

And e words ſhe gave, and ſounding ſtrain, 

But Cott lifeleſs ! 14 idol void and vain! * 

Never was daſh'd out, at one lueky hit, 


”w 


_ FT — 
Ver. 44. 4 brain of feathers, and 4 heart of lead ;} "76 
2 trifling bead, and a contracted. heart 
as the poet, bo is, aornwurs the actompryecd — 'of Dulpeſi; of 
whom this is only an image, or ſcarterdqu, and ſo ſtuffed out a 
theſe correſponding materials. Scars. 
Ver. 47. Newer nas daſo'd out, ab tn lily bir} Our author 
here ſeems willing to give ſome account of the pollibility of Hul. 


IMiTATIONS. 


ar ſhe plac before heir od This is what 


| 232 does to r 


« Tum Dea nube cava, tenuem /ni viribus ambram 
in faciom ner (viſu mirabiſe monſtrum!) 


« range en chun: 11 222 


The reader will obſerve how exactly 2 0 theſe verſes ſuit with 
their allegorical application here to a plagiary : - there ſeems to me 


a great propriety in this epiſode, where ſuch an one is imaged by a 


phantom that deludes the graſp of the expecting bookſeller. 
Ver. 39. But ſuch a bulk as no twelve bards could raiſe,] 
„ Vix illud lecti bis ſe— 


« Qualia tellus.” 
18 nunc hominum produit corpora te Ver 4 * 
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So like, that critics ſaid, and courtiers ſwore, 
A Wit it was, and call'd the phantom More. 50 


REMARKS. | 
n:/; making u wit, (which could be done no other way than by 
chance). The fiction is the more reconciled to probability, by the 
known ſtory of Apelles, who. being at a loſs to expreſs the foam 
of Alexander's horſe, daſhed his pencil in deſpair at the picture, 


and happened to do it by that fortunate ſtroke. 


Ver. 50. and call d the phantom More.] Curl, in his key to the 
Dunciad, affirmed this to be James-More Smith, Eiq; and it is pro- 
bable (conſidering what is ſaid of him in the T:ffimonies) that ſome 
might fancy our author obliged to repreſent this gentleman as a 
plagiary, or to paſs for one himſelf. His caſe, indeed, was like that 
of a man I have heard of, wha, as he was ſitting in company, per- 
ceived his next neighbour had ſtolen his handkerchief. © Sir, (faid 
« the thief, finding khimſelf detected), do not expoſe me, I did it for 
« mere want; be ſo good but to take it privately out of my pocket 
« again, and fay nothing.” The boneft man did fo, but the other 
exied out, Sce, Gentlemen, what a thief we have among us! 
„ look, he is ſtealing my handkerchief !”? | | 

Some time before, he had borrowed of Dr. Arbuthnot, a paper 
called an Hiſtorico-phyſical account of the Southsſea, and of Mr. 
Pope, the Memoirs of a patiſh clerk, which for two years be: kept, 
and read to the Rev. Dr. Young—F#. Billers, Eſq; and many 


others, as his on. Being applied to for them, he pretended they 


were loſt; but there happening to be another copy of the latter, it 
came out in Swift and Pope's Miſcellanies. Upon this, it ſeems, 
he was ſo far miſtaken as to confeſs his proceeding by an endeavour 
to hide it: unguardedly printing (in the Daily Journal of April 3, 
1748), That the contempt -which he and others had for thoſe 
pieces {which only bimſelf had ſhewn, and handed about as his 
own) © occaſioned their being loſt, and for that cauſe only not 
returned. A fact, of which as none but he could be conſcious, 
none but he could be the publiſher of it. The plagiariſins of this 


perſon gave occaſion to the following epigram : 


More always ſmiles whenever he recites; 
He ſmiles (you think) approving what he writes. 

* And yet in-this no vanity is ſhewn ; | 

A modeſt man may like what's not his own,” 


This young gentleman's whole misfottune was too inordinate 2 


paſſion to be thought a wit. Here is a very ſtrong in ſtance atteſted 
by Mr. Savage, ſon of the late Earl Rivers ; who having ſhewn 
ſome verſes of his in manuſcript to Mr. More, wherein Mr. Pope 


vas called jirft of the tuneful train; Mr. More the next morning 
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All gaze with ardour: ſome a poet's name, 
Others a ſword knot and lac'd ſuit inflame. 

But lofty Lintot in the circle roſe : 

„% This prize is mine; who tempt it are my foes; 

4% With me began this genius, and ſhall end.“ 55 
He ſpoke: and who with Lintot ſhall contend ? 


REMARKS. | 
ſent to Mr. Savage to deſire him to give theſe verſes another turn, 
to wit, That Pope might now be the frf, becauſe More had left 
„ him unrivalled in turning his ſtyle to comedy.” This was dur- 
ing the rehearſal of the Rival Modes, his firſt and only work; the 
town condemned it in the action, but he printed it in 1726-7, with 
this modeſt motto, 


Hic cæſtus, artemque repono.” 


The ſmaller pieces which we have heard attributed to this author 
are, An Epigram on the bridge at Blenheim, by Dr. Evans : Co, 
melia, by Mi. Pitt, Mr. Jones, fc. The Mock Marriage of a 


Mad Divine, with a Cl— for a parſon, by Dr. . The Saw-pit, 


a ſimile, by a friend. Certain phyſical works on Sir James Baker ; 


and ſome unowned letters, advertiſements, and epigrams, againſt 


our author in the Daily Journal. 

Notwithſtanding what is here collected of the perſon imagined 
by Curl to be meant in this place, we cannot be of that opinion ; 
ſince our poet had certainly no need of vindicating half a dozen 


. . verſes to himſelf, which every reader had done for him; ſince the 
name itſclf is not ſpelled Moore, but More z and laſtly, ſince the 


learned Scriblerus has fo well proved the contrary. 
Ver. 50. the phantom More) It appears from hence, that this 
is not the name of a real perſon,” but fictitious. More from 


5 


| hey. fultus, rewgice, fultitia, to repreſent the folly of a plagiary. 


hus Eraſmus, Admonuit me Mori cognomen tibi, qued tam 
„ad Moriæ vocabulum accedit quam es ipſe a re alienus. Dedi- 
ration of Moriz Encomium to Sir Tho. More; the Farewell of 
which may be our author's to his plagiary, Vale, More! et mo- 
« riam tuam gnaviter defende.” Adieu More! and be ſure ſtrong- 


ly to defend thy own folly. Sczrsc. 


Ver. 53. But hefty Lintst] We enter here upon the epiſode of 


the bookſellers : perſons, whoſe names being more known and ; 


famous in the learned world than thoſe of the authors in this poem, 
do therefore need leſs explanation. The action of Mr. Lintot 
here imitates that of Dares in Virgil, riſing juſt in this manner to 
lay hold on a ball. This eminent bookſeller printed the Rival 
Mads before mentioned, W 

Fear 
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Fear held them mute. Alone, untaught to fear, 
Stood dauntleſs Curl; “ Behold that rivalthere ! 
« The race by vigour, not by vaunts is won; 


So take the hindwioft, Hell,” (he ſaid), and run. 


RemanKs. 


Ver. 58. Stood dauntleſt Curl ;} We come now to a character of 
much reſpe&, that of Mr. Edmund Curl. As a plain repetition 
of great actiens is the beſt praiſe of them, we ſhall only ſay of 
this eminent, man, that he carried the trade many lengths beyond 
what it ever before had arrived at; and that he was the envy and 
admiration of all his profeflion. He poſſeſſed himſelf of a com- 
mand over all authors whatever; he cauſed them to write what he 
pl-aſed ; they could not call their very names their own. He was 
not only famous among theſe ;, he was taken notice of by the fate, 
the church, and the law, and received particular marks of diſtinc- 
tion from each. | | - 

It will be owned, that he is here introduced with all poſſible dig- 
nity : he ſpeaks like the intrepid Diomed ; he runs like the ſwift- 
footed Achilles; if he falls, it is like the beloved Nifus; and 
(what Homer makes to be chief of all praiſes) he is favoured o 
the god; he fays but three words, and his prayer is heard; a god- 
deſs conveys it to the ſeat of Jupiter: though he loſes the prize, 
he gains the victory; the great Mother herſelf comforts him, ſhe 
inſpires him with expedients; the honours him with an immortal 
preſent, (ſuch as Achilles receives from Thetis, and Eneas from 
Venus), at once inſtructive and prophetical: aftet this he is unri- 
valled and trtamphant.. | 4 

The tribute our author here pays him is a grateful return for ſe- 
veral unmerited obligations: many weighty animadverſions on the 
public affairs, and many excellent and diverting pieces on private 
perſons, has he given to his name. If ever he owed two verſes 
to any other, he owed Mr. Curl ſome thouſands. He was every 
day extending his fame, and enlarging his writings: witneſs innu- 
merable inſtances; but it ſhall ſaffice only to mention the court- 

vems, which he meant to publiſh as the work of the true writer, 2 
lady of quality; but being firſt threatened, and afterwards puniſh- 
ed for it by Mr. Pope, he generouſly transferred it from her to bim, 
and ever ſince printed it in his name. The ſingle time that ever 
he ſpoke to C. was on that affair, and to that happy incident he 
-owed all the favours ſince received from him : fo true is the ſaying 
of Dr. Sydenham, that any ene ſhall be, at ſome time or other, 
the better or the worſe, for having but /eex or /poken to a good 


„ or bad man.“ 


Iurrarioxs. 
Ver. 60. So tale the bindmieft, Hell,] 1135 19,058 
7 pet extremum ſcabies; mihi turpe relinqui eſt.” 
1271 4 4 : Hor, de Arte. 
vor. III. Kk Swift 
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Swift as a bard the bailiff leaves behind, G1 


He left huge Lintot, and outſtript the wind. 
As when a dab-chick waddles thro? the copſe 


On feet and wings, and flies, and wades, and hops 
80 lab*ring on, with ſhoulders, hands, and head, . 


Wide as a windmill all his figure ſpread, 
With arms expanded Bernard rows his ſtate, 


And left-legg'd Jacob ſeems to emulate. 


Full in the middle way there ſtood a lake, - 
Which CurP's Corinna chanc'd that morn to make: 70 


REMARKS. 


Ver. 70. Curl's Corinna] This name, it ſeems, was taken by one 
Mrs. T , who procured ſome private letters of Mr. Pope, 
-while almoſt a boy, to Mr. Cromwell, and fold them without the 
conſent of either of thoſe gentlemen to Curl, who Printed them 
in 12mo, 1727. He diſcovered her to be the publither, i in his Key, 
p. IT. We only take this opportunity of mentioning the manner 
in which thoſe letters got abroad, which the author was aihamed 
.of as very trivial things, full not only of levities, but of wrong 
judgments of men and books, and only excuſable from the youth 


and inexperience of the writer. 


\ 

IMIPATIONS, | 
Ver. 61. &'. Something like this is in Homer, II. x. ver. 220. of 
Diomed. Two different manners of the ſame author in his ſimi- 
les are alſo imitated in the two following ; the firſt, of the bailiff, 
is ſhort, unadorned, and (as the critics well know) from familiar 
life ; the ſecond, of the water-fowl, more extended, pictureſque, 
and from rural life. The 59th verſe i is likewiſe a literal tranſlation 

.af one in Homer. , 
Ver. 64, 65. On feet and e and flies, and wades, and Bops ; 
So lab ring on, with ſhoulders, hands, and was 


* $o eagerly the fiend | 
Ober bog, o'er ſteep, thro' ſtreight, rough, denſe, or rare, 
« With head, hands, wings, or feet, purſues bis way, 


« And m__ or wer or er e e or flies. 
| Milton, book ii. 


Ver. 67, 68. With arms expanded, „ rows bis fates 
| And left-legg'd Jacob ſeems to emulate. ] 
Milton, of the motion of the ſwan, 
— rs, | 
« His ſtate with oary feet.” 
And Dryden, of another's, —W;th two leſt-leg.— 


(Such 


G0 
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Such was her wont, at early dawn to drop 
Jer ev*ning-cates before his neighbour's ſhop ;) 
Here fortun'd Curl to flide';; ; loud ſhout the band, 


And Bernard! Bernard! rings through all the Strand. 
Obſcene with filth the miſcreant lies bewray'd, 75 


Fall'n in the plaſh his wickednefs had laid: 
Then firſt (if poets aught of truth declare) 
The caitiff Vaticide conceiv'd a pray'r. 
Hear Jove !. whoſe name my bards and I adore, 


As much at.lealt as any god's, or more; 80 


REeMARKS. 


Ver. 75. O8feene with filth, &c.] Though this incident may ſeem” 


too low and baſe for the dignity of an epic poem, the learned very 
well know it to be but a copy of Homer and Virgil; the very- 


words 70% = and fmus are uſed by them, though our poet (in 


compliance te modern aicety) has remarkably enriched and colour- 


ed his language, as well as raiſed the verſification, in this epiſode, - 


and in the following one of Eliza. Mr. Dryden in Mac Fleckno, 


has not ſcrupled to mention the morning-torff at which the fiſnes 


bite in the Thames, © Piſſing Alley, relics of the bum, ts. but 


our author is more Fares and (as a fine writer ſays of Virgil in 


his Georgics) “ tolſes about his dung -with-an air of - majeſty.” If 


we conlider that the exerciſes of his authors could with juitice be / 
it was 
no caſy matter to invent ſuch games as were proportioned to the 


no higher than © tickliag, chattcring, braying, or diving, 
meaner« degree of boadellers, In Homer and Virgil, Ajax and 
Niſus, the perſons drawn in this plight, are heroes, whereas here 


they are ſuch with whom it had been great impropriety to have 
joined any but vile ideas; belides the natural connection there is 


between libellers and common nuifances. Nevertheleſs I have 


heard our author own, that this part of his poem was (as it fre- 
quently happens) what coſt him moſt trguble, and pleaſed him 


leaſt ; but that he hoped it was excufabie, fince levelled at ſuch as + 


underſtand no delicate fatire : thus the politeſt men are ſometimes 
oblized to fwwear, when they-happen to have to do with . and 
oyfter-wenches. - 


IMITATIONS. 
Ver. 73. Here fortun'd Curl to flide,] 
_ « Labitur infelix, cæſis ut forte juvencis 
Fuſus humum virideſque ſuper madefecerat herbag— 
« Concidit, immundoque- fimo, facroque cruore.” 
| Virg. An. v. of Niſus. 
Ver. 74. And Bernard! Bernard / ] 


att, littus, Hyla, Hyla, omne fonaret,” Virg, Eccl. vi. 
K 2 b And 4 
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112 THE DUNC IA D. Boon II. 


And him and his, if more devot ion warms, 


Down with the Bible, up with the Pope's arms 

A place there is, betwixt earth, air, and ſeas, 
Where, from Ambrofia, Jove retires for caſe. | 
There in his ſeat two ſpacious vents appear, 8, 


On this he fits, to that he leans his car, 


And hears the various vows of fond mankind ;_ 
Some beg an eaſtern, ſome a weſtern wind ;. 


All vain petitions, mounting to the ſky, 


With reams abundant this abode ſupply 5 . . 90 


Amus'd he reads, and then returns the bilts. 


Sign'd with that ichor which from gods diſtils, 


In office here fair Cloacina ſtands; . 
And miniſters to Jove with pureſt hands. 


Forth from the heap ſhe pick'd her vot'ry's Py. 95 


And plac'd it next him, a diſtinction rare! 
Oft had the goddeſs heard her ſervants call, 


From her black grottoes near the T emple - wall, 


Liſt' ning delighted to the jeſt un clean | 

Of link- boys vile, and watermen obſcene x 100 
Where as he fſh'd her nether realms for wit, | 

She oft- had favour'd him, and Favours r. 


REMARKS. ; 


Ver. 82. Down with tho Bible, up with the Popo. ahve] The 


Bible, Curl's ſigu; the Croſs-keys, Lintot's. 


Ver. 83. See Lucian's Icaro-Menippus, where this tion is more 


extended. 
Ver. 92. Alludes to Homer, Iliad v. 
— 1 aus gore, alleæ Olo 
7 xe, 01 Tio Ts pe54 HAXLEETTE Steets, 
« A ſtream of nect rous humour iſſuing flow d, 


Sanguine, ſuch as celeſtial ſp'rits may bleed. Milton. 


ver. 93. Cloacina] The Roman goddeſs of the common-fewers. 


Ver. or. Where as be fiſt 4 Ke. See the preface to Swift's and 


Pope's miſcellanies. 
" » Y * 4 a 
IMrTATIONS. 408 
Ver. 83. A place there is, betwixt earth, air, ahd Teas,] 
Orbe locus medio eſt, inter” terraſque, fretumque, 


« Caelcſteſque plagas — Ovid. Met. xii. 


| Renew'd 


. 
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Bbox II. THE DUNCIA D. 113 
Renew'd by or dure's ſympathetic force, 4 

As oil'd with magic jaices for the courſe, 

Vig'rous he riſes ; from th* effluvia cr 105 
Imbides new life, and ſcours and ſtinks along; 

Repaſſes Lintot, vindicates the race, 

Nor heeds the brown diſhonours of his face. 

And now the victor ſtretch'd his eager hand ; 
Where the tall nothing ſtood, or ſeem'd to ſtand; 116 
A ſhapeleſs ſhade, it melted from his fight, 

Like —— in clouds, or viſions of the night. 

To ſeize his papers, Curl, was next thy care; 

His papers light, fly diverſe, toſs'd in air ; 

Songs, ſonnets, epigrams, the winds uplift, 1155 

And whiſk 'em back to Evans, Young, and Swift. 

Th' embroider*d ſoit at leaſt he deem'd his prey, 

That ſuĩt an unpaid tailor ſnatch'd away. | 
Ne 

| ; REMARKS. 

Ver. 104. As oil'd vith magic juices} Alluding to the opinion 
that there are ointments uſed by witches to enable them to fly in - 
the air, te. a N 

Ver. 116. Evans, Young, and Swift.] Some of thoſe perſons, - 
whoſe. writings, epigrams, or jeſts he had owned. See note 0n 
ver. 59. 

Ver. 118. an wnpaid tailor] This line has been boldly com- 
plained of in Miſt, June 8. Dedic. to Sawney and others, as a moſt 
inhuman ſatire on the poverty of poets ; but it is thought our au- 
thor will be acquitted by a jury of tailors. To me this inttance 
ſeems unluckily choſen ; if it be a fatire on any body, it muſt be 
on a bad paymaſter, ſince the pexion to whom they have here ap- 
plied it, was a man of fortune. Not but poets may well be jea- 
lous of ſo great a prerogative as non- payment; which Mr. Denuis - 

IMITATIONS,* | 

Ver. 108: Nor heeds the brown diſbonours of Lis face.] 
« faciem oftentabat, et udo 

« Turpia membra imo“ WOE Vug. En. v.. 
Ver. 111. A big Sade, &c.] 


Etffugit _— . | | 
„Par levibus ventis, volucrique ſimillima ſomno.“ 
| | | "72. En. vi. 


Ver. 114. His papers, light, fly diverſe, teſi d in air ; | 
Virg. Zn. vi. of the Sibyl's leaves, 
Carmina 
„ Turbata volent rapidis ludibria ventis.“ 
K 3 
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No rag, no ſerap, of all the bean, or wit... 
That once ſo flutter'd, and that once ſo writ. 120 
Hcav'n rings with laughter; of the laughter vain, 
Dolneſs, good Queen, repeats the jelt again. 
Three wicked imps, of her own Grab-freet choir, 
She deck'd like Congreve, Addiſon, and Prior; 


Mears, Warner, Wilkins run: delufive thaught ! 125. 


Breval, Bond, Bezaleel, the varlets caught, 

Curl ſtretches after Gay, but Gay is gone, + 

He graſps an empty Joſeph for a John: 

So Proteus, hunted in à nobler ſhape, 
Became, when ſeiz'd, a puppy, or an ape. 130 


| REMARKS. \ Gd 


fo far aſſerts, as boldly to pronounce, that, if Homer himſelf 
vas not in debt, it was becauſe. nobody would truſt him.” Pref. 


to Rem, on the Rape of the Lock, p. 15. 


Ver. 124. like Congreve, Addiſon, and Prior ;] Theſe authors 


being ſuch whoſe names will reach poſterity, we ſhall not give any 
account of them, but proceed to thoſe of whom it is neceſſary, 


—Bexaleel Morris was author of ſome fatires on the tranſlators - 


of Homer, with many other things printed in news-papers——- 
« Bond writ a fatire againſt Mr. P—. Capt. Breval was author of 


« the Confederates, an ingenious dramatic performance to expoſe - 


« Mr. P. Mr. Gay, Dr. Arb. and ſome ladies of quality,” ſays 
Curr, Key, p. II. % Tagh quali | 


Ver. 12. Mears, Warner, Wiltine,] Bookſellers, and printers 


of much anonymous ſtuff, 


Ver. 126. Breval, Bond, Bezalzel,] I foreſee it will be objected 


from this line, that we were in au error in our aſſertion on ver, 
50. of this book, that More was a fictitious name, ſince theſe per- 
ſons are equally repreſented by the poet. as. phantoms. So at firſt 
fight it may ſeem; but be not deceived, reader ; their alſo are not 
real perſons: It is true, Curl declares Breval, a captain, author of 
a piece called The Confederates ; but the faid Curl firſt faid it was 
written by Joſeph Gay: is his ſecond aſſertion to be credited any 
more than his firſt ? He likewiſe affirms Bond to be one who writ 
a ſatire on our poet: but where is ſuch a ſatire to be found? where 
was ſuch a writer ever heard-of ? As for Bezalcel, it carries for- 
gery in the very name; nor is it, as the others are, a ſurname. 
Thou mayſt depend upon it, no ſuck authors ever lived; all phan- 
toms. SCRIBL-:, 7 | 
Ver. 122. Jo/zph Gay, a fiftitions name put by Curl before ſe- 
veral pamphlets, which made them paſs with many for Mr. Gay's. 
The ambiguity of the word Joſeph, which likewiſe ſignifies a 
looſe upper coat, gives much to the idea, 


To 


* 
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To him the Goddeſs: Son! thy grief lay down, 

And turn this whole illuſion on the town: 

As the ſage dame, experienc'd in her trade, 

By names of toaſts retails each baiter'd jade; 
(Whence hapleſs Monfieur much complains at Paris 

Of wrongs from ducheſſes and Lady Maries); 136 

Be thine, my ſtationer! this magie gift; = 

Cook ſhall be Prior, and Concanen, Joik : 


— — — —o be 


- On — 
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So ſhall each hoſtile name become our own, - 
And we too boaſt-our-Garth and Addiſon. 140 
Lot 5 With 
4 Ranks. 2 


Ver. 132. And turn thi cobole illuſion on the town ] It. was + 
common piaQice of this bookſeller to publiſh vile pieces of ob- 
ſcure hands under the names of eminent authors. 

Ver. 137. — this magic gift] In verity (faith Scrillerus) a very 
bungling trick. How much better might our worthy brethren of 
Grub-ſtreet be taught (as in many things they have already been) 
by the modern maſters of Polemics ? who, when they make free 
with their neighbours, ſeize upon their good works rather than 
their good name; as knowing that thoſe will produce a name of their 
own. | | 
Ver. 138. Cook be Prior; The man here ſpecified writ 2 

thing called -The battle of Poets, in which Philips and Welſted 
were the heroes, and Swift and Pope utterly routed. He alſo 
publiſhed ſome malevolent things in the Britiſh, London, and Dai- 
ly Journals; and at the-ſame time wrote letters to Mr. Pope, pro- 
teſting his-innocence.. His chief work was a tranſlation of Heſiod, 
to which Theobald writ notes and half notes, which he carefully 
owned, 

Ver. 138. and Concanen, Swift :] In the firſt edition of this poem 

+ there were only aſteriſks in this. place, but the names were ſince - 

inſerted, merely to fill up the verſe, and give eaſe to the ear of the 
reader. 
Ver. 140. And we too boaſt our Garth and Addiſon.) Nothing is 
more remarkable than our author's love of praiſing good writers. 
He has in this very poem celebrated Mr. Locke, Sir Haac Newton, 
Dr. Barrow, Dr. Atterbury, Mr. Dryden, Mr. Congreve, Dr. 
Garth, Mr. Addiſon; in a word, almoſt every man of his time 
that deſerved it; even Cibber himſelf, (preſuming him to be 
author of the Careleſs Huſband). It was very difficult to have that 
pleaſure in a poem on this ſubject, yet he has found micans to in- 
ſert their panegyric, and has made even Dulneſs out of her own 
mouth pronounce it. It muſt have been particularly agreeable to 
him to celebrate Dr. Garth; both as his conſtant friend, and as 
he was his predeceſſor in this kind of fatire, The Diſpenfary at- 
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- With that ſhe gave him, (piteous of his caſe, 


A 
| Yet ſmiling; at his rueful length of face) r L364 O 
|| | | REMARKS. - | | | 
fp tacked the whole body of apothecaries, a much more uſeful one Jer 
| utidoubtedly than tliat of the bad poets; if in truth this can be a « 
(| dy, of which no two members ever agreed. It alſo did, what « 
i Mr. Theobald fays is unpardonable, drew in parts of private cha- 10 
5 rafter, and introduced perſons independent of bis ſubjet. Much « 
| more would Boileau have incurred his-ceafure, who left all ſubjects « 
? [| | what ver, on all occaſions, to fall upon the bad poets, (which, it « 
1 is to be feared, would have been more immediately his concern). « 
1 F But certainly next to commending good writers, the greateſt ſer- « 
. vice to learning is to expoſe the bad, who can only that way. be « 
4 made of any uſe to it. Ibis truth is very well ſet forth in theſe-: « 
. lines addrefled to our author: „ : « 
Þ - « 
i «-'The craven rook; and pert jackdaw, of 
(Tho? neither birds of moral kind), 
Vet ſerve, if hang'd, or ſtuff d with ſtraw; :, 10 
% To ſhew us which way blows the uind. it 
«- Thus dirty knaves, or chatt'ring fools; « 
“ Strung up by dozens in thy lay, 0” | 
«Teach more by half than Dengis' rules, 1 
And point inſtruction every way, b il 
«© With Egypt's art thy pen may ſtrive; $4 - 
One potent drop let this but ſhed, 10 
« And ev'ry rogue that ſtunk alive, 
«Becomes a precious mummy dead.“ . 
Ver. 142. ruefal higth of face] * The decrepit perſon or figure 5 


* of a man are no reflections upon his genivs an honeſt mind p 
« will love and eſteem a man of worth, though he be deformed : 8 
« or poor. Yet the author of the Dunciad hath libelled a perſon 
« for his rueful length of face ”* Miſt's Journal, June 8. This k 
genius and man of worth; whom an honeſt mind ſhould Hove, is 


Mr. Curl. True it is, he ſtood in the pillory, an incident which t 
will lengthen the face of any man, though it were ever fo comely, - 
therefore is no reflection on the natural beauty of Mr. Curl. But 


as to reflections on any man's face, or figure, Mr. Dennis faith. 


4 IMIiTATIONS. - 
Ver. 141, I42.——pitcous of his caſe, 
Yet ſmiling at bis rueful length of face, 
Riſit pater optimus illi—— 
& Me liceat caſum miſereri in ſontis amici | 
Sic fatus, tergum Gztuli immane leonis,” Ge. | 
* Vir g- En. v. 5 
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A ſhaggy tap'ſtry, worthy to be ſpread. 
On Codrus' old, or Dunton's modern bed; 
| | Inſtructive 


RE MARKS, 


excellently : * Natural deformity comes not by our fault; it is 
« often occaſioned by calamities and diſeaſes, which a man can 
« no more help than a monſter can his deformity. There is no 
« one misfortune, and no one diſeaſe, but what all the reſt of man- 
« kind are ſubject to. Rut the deformity. of 'this autor is viſible, 
« preſent, laſting, vualterable, aud peculiar to himſelf, It is the 
% mark of God and nature upon him, to give us warning that we 
« ſhould hold no ſociety with him, as a creature not of our origi- 
« nal, nor of our ſpecies: and they who have refuſed to take this 
« warning which God and nature have given them, and have, in 
« ſpite of it, by a ſenſeleſs preſumption ventured to be familiar 
« with him, have ſeverely ſuffered, c. It is certain his original 
« 3s not from Adam, but from the devil,” Oc. Dennis character 
of Mr. P. octavo, 1716. 
Admirably it is obſerved by Mr. Dennis againſt Mr, Law, p. 33. 
“ That the language of Billingſgate can never be the language of 
charity, nor conſequently of Chriſtianity.“ I ſhould elſe be 
tempted to pſe the language of a critic; for what is more provok- 
ing to a commentator, than to behold his author thus pourtrayed? 
yet I eonfider it really hurts not him; whereas to call ſome others 
dull, might do them prejudice with a world too apt to believe it: 
therefore, though Mr. D. may call another à little 4% or a young 
toad, far be it from us to call him a tcotble/s lion, or an old ſerpent. 
Indeed, had 1 written theſe. notes (as was once my intent) in the 
learned language, I might have given him the appellations of balutro, 
calceatum 9 ſcurra in triviis, being phraſes in good eſteem and 
frequent uſage among the beſt learned : but in our mother tongue, 
were I to tax any geatleman of the Dunciad, ſurely it ſhould be in 
words not to the vulgar intelligible ; whereby Chriſtian charity, 
decency, and good accord among authors, might be preſerved. 
SCRIBL., *' | | 
The good Seriblerus here, as on all occaſions, eminently ſhews - 
his humanity. But it was far otherwiſe with the gentlemen of 
the Dunciad, whoſe ſcurrilities were always perſonal, and of that 
nature which provoked every honeſt man but Mr. Pope; yet never 
to be lamented, ſince they occaſioned the following amiable verſes: 
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« While Malice, Pope, denies thy page 

E lts own celeſtial fire; | 

* While critics, and while bards in rage, 
« Admicing, won't admire ;- 
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InftruRive work ! whoſe wry-mouth'd portraiture 
Biſplay'd the fates her confeſſors endure. 146 


REMARKS. 
« While wayward pens thy worth aſſail, 
And envious tongues decry ; 
« Theſe times tho' many a friend bewaik; 
« Theſe times bewail not I. 


« But when the world's loud praiſe is thine, 
« And ſpleen no more ſhall blame, 
When with thy Homer thou ſhalt ſhine 
« In one cſtabliſh'd fame : 


When none ſhall rail, and ev'ry lay 
Devote a wreath to thee ; 
That day (for come it will) that day 


ml tim Op TTAQS>SH © 


[: « Shall kdament to fee.” a, 

. Ver. 143. A Baggy tab ey, A ſorry kind. of tapeſtry frequent — 
3 in old inns, made of vo ſted or ſome coarſer ſtuff: like that which, = 

1 is ſpoken of by Doone—* Faces as frightful as theirs who whip - 

J * Chrift in old hangings.” The imagety-woven in it alludes to 8 
'Þ the mantle of Cloanthus, in En. v. 4 
[ml Ver. 144. O Codrus old, or Dunton's modern bed ;] Of Codrus 
1 the poct's bed, fee Juvenal, deſcribing his poverty very copioutly, 2 
'Þ fat. Ui. ver- 103, iFc. | 2 a th 
| f | | a ow: Tedtut erat Codro, Sc. . E 
(4 h | * Codrus had but one bed, ſo ſhort to boot; | of 
j | « That his ſhort wife's ſhort legs hung dangling out. | a 
' « His cupboard's head 6x earthen pitchers grac d, * 
1 | * Beneath them was his truſty tankard plac'd ;. | 
= | And to ſupport this noble plate, there lay en 


# A bending Chiron, raft from honeſt clay. 

15 His fe Greck books a\rotten cheſt contain'd, 

11 * Whoſe covers much of mouldineſs complain'd, 

« Where mice and rats devour'd poetic · bread, 
And on heroic verſe luxuriouſſy were fed. 
« Tis true poor Codrus nothing had to boaſt,” 
And yet poor Codrus all that nothing loſt” Du vDENY. 


But Mr. Concanen, in his dedication of the letters, advertiſements, 

e. to the author of the Dunciad, aſſures us, © that Juvenal never 0¹ 

& ſatiriſed the poverty of Codrus.“ ; . 
John. Dunton was a broken bookſeller, and abuſive ſeribbler : 

He wrote Neck or nothing, a violent fatire on ſome miniſters of 


ſtate; a libel on the Puke of Devonſhire, and the Biſhop of Pc- 
tecborough, r. x 
| Earleſs 


Boox II. THE DUNCIAD, 119 


Earleſs on high, ſtood unabaſh'd De Foe, 
And Tutchin flagrant from the ſcourge below. 
There Ridpath, Roper, cudgell'd might ye view, 
The very worſted (till look'd black and blue. 150 
Himſelf among the ſtory'd chiefs he ſpies, 
As, from the blanket, high in air he flies, 
And oh! (he cry'd), what ſtreet, what lane but knows 
Our purgings, pumpings, blankettings, and blows ? 
In ev'ry loom our labours ſhall be ſeen, 155 
And the freſh vomit run for ever green! 
See in the circle next, Eliza plac'd, 


Two babes of love cloſe cliuging to her waiſt ; 


Fair 


; Remarks. 
Ver. 148. And Tutchin flagrant from the ſcourge] John Tutchin, 


author of ſome vile verſes, and of a weekly paper called the Ob- 
ſervator : he was ſentenced to be whipped through ſeveral towns 


in the weſt of England, upon which he petitioned King James II. 
to be hanged. When that prince died in exile, he wrote an invec- 


tive againſt his memory, occaſioned by ſome humane elegies on his 


death. He lived te the time of Queen Anne. | 
Ver. 149. There Ridpath, Roper, ] Authors of the Flying Poſt 
and Poſt-boy, two ſcafidalous papers on different ſides, for which 
they equally and alternately deſerved to be cudgelled, and were ſo. 
Ver. 15 1. Himſelf among the ftory'd chiefs he ſpies,] The hiſto- 
ry of Curl's being toſſed in a blanket, and whipped by the ſcholars 
of Weſtminſter, is well known. Of his purging and vomiting, ſee 
a full and true account of a horrid revenge on the body of Edm. 
Curl, tc. in Swift and Pope's miſcell. 1 | 
Ver. 15 7. See in the circle next, Eliza plac d,] In this game is 
expoſed, in the moſt contemptuous manner, the profligate licen- 


. 1 IMITATIONS,. 51 
Ver. 15 1. Himſelf among the ſlory'd chiefs be ſpies,] 


© Se quoque principibus permixtum agnovit Achivis— 
1% Conſtitit, et lacrymans : Quis jam , inquit, Achate ! 
« Quz regio in terris noſtri non plena laboris ?” Virg. En. i. 


Ver: 156. And the freſs vomit run for ever green /] A parody 
on theſe lines of a late noble author: — * 


« His bleeding arm hath furniſh'd all their rooms, 
* And tun for ever purple in the looms.” 
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ws THE DUNCIAD. Beoxll, 
Fair as before her works ſhe bande cotifeſs'd, 


In flow'rs and pearls by bounteous Kirkall areſv'd. 160 


The goddeſs then: Who beſt ean ſend on high | 

The ſalient t, far ſtreaming to the iy; 

« His be yon Juno of majeſtic fize, ' 

„% With cow-like udders, and with ox-like eyes. 

% This china jordan let the chief o'ercome - 165 
138 N not ubm at home. 


Oſorne 


EY" 


os Fin 


which ought leaſt to be capable of ſuch malice or impudence) who, 

in libellous memoirs and novels, reveal the faults or misfortunes of 

both ſexes, to the ruin of public fame, or diſturbance of private 

happineſs. Our good poet (by the whole caſt of his wofk being 

obliged not to take off the irony) where he could not ſhew his in- 

| — hath ſneun his contempt as much as poſſible ; having 

here drawn as vile a picture as could be repreſented in the colours 
of epic pacſy. 'Scrx1BL. q 

Ibid. Elize Haywood ; this woman was authoreſs of thoſe moſt 

ſcandalous books called the Court of Carimania, and the new 
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whatever reflection he is pleaſed to throw upon this lady, furely 
it was what from him ſhe little deſerted, who had celebrated 
Carl's undertakings for Reformation of manners, and declared her- 
0 lf to be ſo perfectly acquainted with the feen | of bis diſ 
= << pofttion, and that tendernefs with which he conſidered the J 
ö j « fellow creatures ; that, though ſhe ſhould” find the Lite inad- 
« vertencies of her oton Bfe recorded in his papers, the was certain 
« jt would be done in ſuch a manner as the could not but approve.” 
_ Mrs. Harwoon, TR: of Char. printed in the Female Duaciad, 
18. $i 
” Ver. 160. Kirkall] The name of an engraver. Some of this 
lady's works were printed in four volumes i in Lame, with her - 
ture thus dreſſed up before them. 


IMITATTONS. | 


ver my Tus babes of love choſe clinging to ker xv 
Creſſa genus, . 1 ub ubere * "oy 


* 2 
W 163. 5 


With cow-like 1 with . eYes. * 
In alluſion to Homer's, Berg r Er- | 


Ver. 165. This china jordan | „ 
« Tertius Argolica hac galca contentus abits,” Virg. En. vi, 
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Oſborne and Curl accept the glorious ſtrife, 
(Tho? this his ſon diſſuades, and that his wife). 
One on his manly confidence relies, 

One on his vigour and ſuperior ſize. 170 

Firſt Oſborne lean'd againſt his letter'd poſt; 

It roſe, and labour'd to a curve at moſt. 

So Jove's bright bow'diſplays its wat'ry round, 

{Sure ſign, that no ſpectator ſhall be drown'd); 

A ſecond effort brought but new diſgrace, 175 

The wild Meander waſu'd the artiſt's faces 

Thus the ſmall jet, which haſty hands unlock, 

Spirts in the gard'ner's eyes wao turns the cock. 
| ; Not 


Remanks «+ 


Ver. 167. Oftorne, Thomas] A bookfeller in Gray's-inn, very 
well qualified by his impudence to act this part; therefore placed 
here inſtead of a leſs deſerving predeceſſor. This man publiſhed 
advertiſements for a year togetber, .pretendin to ſell Mr. Pope's 
ſubſcription-books of Homer's Iliad at half the price: of which 
books he had none, but cut to the ſize of them (which was quar- 
to) the common books in folio, without copper-plates,- on a worſe 
paper, and never above half the value. . rtf 

Upon this advertiſement the Gazetteer harangued thus, July 6, 
1739. How melancholy muſt it be to a writer to be ſo unhap- 
* py as to ſee his works hawked for fale in a manner & fatal to 


IMITATIONS. | 
In the games of Homer, Iliad  xxiii. there are ſet together, as 
prizes, 1 and à kettle, as in this place, Mrs. Haywood and 
a jordan. But there the preference in value is given to the ket- 
tle, at which Mad. Dacier is. juſtly diſpleaſed. Mrs.- H. is here 
treated with diſtinction, and acknowledged to be the more valuable 
of the two. - 
Ver. 169, 170. One on his manly confidence re. ict, 


- One on hir vigour] ! 
© Tle—melior motu, fretuſque juventa ; 
„Hic membris et mole valens.” VPirg. En. v. 
Ver. 17) 174. So Ju bright bow \ 
Sure fin ——— % 


The words of Homer, of the rainbow, in Tliad xi. 
Be Te K 2oriwy ; 

"Er vip gigikt, rigæs utęd c erbewrev. | 
« Que le fils de Saturne a fondez dans les nies, pour ẽtte dans 


* tous les ages une ſigne a tous les mortels,” Dacies, 
Vol. III. L * 
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Not fo from ſhameleſs Curl: impetuous ſpread 


-*© tue has not 
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The ſtream, and ſmoking flouriſh'd o'er his head. 186 
So (fam'd like thee for turbulence and e 
Eridanus his humble fountain ſcorns;. 

Thro' half the heav'ns he pours th exalted urn; 


His rapid waters in their paſſage burn. 


Swift 


mange Nen 85 


44 His fame! How, with honour to yourſelf, and juſlier to your 


« ſubſcribers, can this be dene] What an ingratitude to be charged 
on the only honeſt poet that lived in 1738! and than whom Vir 

a ſbriller trumpeter for many apes ! That you 
* were once generally admired and efleemed, can be denied by 
% none; but that you and your works are now deſpiſed, is verified 

« by this fact :” which being utrerly falſe, did not indeed much 
humble the author, but drew . on the book- 
ſeller. 

Ver. 183. Thro' half the beav'ns be pours th* . I pag ] In a 
manuſcript Dunciad (where are ſome marginal corrections of ſome 
gentlemen ſome time n I have found anAher . of 
theſe lines, thus: 

And lifts his urn, thro? half the heav'ns to flow ; 

Bis rapid waters in their paſſage g/dw. - 


This I cannot but think the right: for, firſt, though the Uifſerence 


between burn and glow may ſeem not very material to others, to 
me I confeſs the latter has an elegance, a je ne ſcay guey, which is 
much eaſier to be conceived than explained. Seco dly, every 
reader of our poet muſt. have obſerved how frequently he uſed 
this word glow in other parts of his works. To hence only in 


bis Homer: 4 
„ k a Mara ron. 
Ver. 181, 182. Se / fem 4 like thee for turbulence and borns } 


Eridanus ] 


"Virgil mentions theſe two qualiGcations of Eridanus. Georg. ir. 


Et gemina auratus taui ino cornua vultu, | 
% Eridanus, quo non alivs per pinguia culta 
In mare purpureum violentiur influit amnis. 
The poets fabled of this river Eridanus, that it flowed Ard a the 
lies. Denham, Cooper's Hill: | 
% Feav'n her Eridanus no more ſhall boaſt, 
« Whoſe fame in thine, like leſſer currents loft ; 7 
Thy nobler ſtream ſhall viſit Jove's abodess 
<4 To ſhing'among the n bathe the gods. 


| 
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Swift as it mounts, all follow with. their eyes: 185 
Still happy impudence obtains the prize. | 
Thou triumph'ft victor of the high-wrought day, 
And the pleas'd dame, ſoft-ſmiling, leadſt away. 
Oſborne, thro? perfect modeſty o' ercome, 5 
Crown'd with the jordan, walks contented home. 199 

But now for authors nobler palms remain; N 
Room for my Lord ! three jockeys in his train; 
3ix huntſmen with a ſhout precede his chair: 
He grins, and looks broad Nonſenſe with a-ſtare, 
His Honour's.meaning Dulneſs thus expreſt, 195 
« He wins this patron, who can tickle beſt.” 

gi; at | He- 


: RieMARKES, 
(1) lliad ix. ver. 726.—With one reſentment glows. 
(2) Iliad xi. ver. 626.— There the battle glows. N 
(3) Ibid. ver. 985. The cloſing fleſh that inſtant ceas'd to glow-- 
(4) Hiad xii. ver. 45.—Encompals'd Hector glows. 
(5) Ibid. "yy. 475 Kis beating. breaſt with gen'rous ardour-* 
lows. | 
(6) Iliad xviil. ver. 591.—Another part glow'd with refulgent 
arms. 
(7) Ibid. ver. 654—And curl'd en ſilver props in order glow. 
1 am afraid of growing too luxuriant in examples, or I could 
ſtetch this catalogue to a great extent i but theſe are enough to 
prove his fondneſs for this beautiful word, which, thereforc, let ai 
future editions replace here. Way 
I am aware, after all, that burn is the proper word to convey / 
an idea of what was faid to be Mr. Curl's condition at this time. 
But from that very reaſon I infer the direct contrary. . For ſurely 
every lover of.our author will conclude he had more bumanity than 
to inſult a man on ſuch a misfortune or calamity, which could 
never befal him purely by his own fault, but from an unhappy 
communication with another. This note is half Mr. TnOBALD, 
half Scart. ; | 


Ver. 187. 'The bieh-wroug5t day,] Some affirm, this was origi- 
nally, wwell-p—ft day ; but the poet's decency would not fuffer it. 


Here the learned Sctiblerus manifeſts great anger; he exclaims 
againſt all ſuch conjectural emendations in this manner: © Let it 
** ſuſhce, O Pallas! that every noble ancient, Greet or Roman, 
* hath ſaffered the impertinent correction of every Dutch, Ger- 
*- man and Switz ſchoolmaſter ! Let our Engliſk at leaſt eſeape, 
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befal only the fprightlieſt wits that have written, and will befal 
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He chinks his purſe, and takes his ſeat of ſtate ; 
With ready quills the dedicators wait; - 
Now at his bead the dextrous talk commence, 


And, inſtant, fancy feels th' imputed tenſe ; 200 


Now gentle touches wanton o'er bis face, 
He ftruts Adonis, and affects grimace: 
Rolli the feather to his ear conveys, 
Then his nice taſte directs our operas: 
Bentley his mouth, with claſſic flatt'ry opes,. 20g 
And the puff d orator burſts out in tropes. 


| N REMARKS. . 
« whoſe intrinſic is ſcarce of marble fo ſolid, as not to be im- 
'& paired or ſoiled by ſuch rude and dirty hands. Suffer them to 
« call their works their own, and after death at leaſt to find reſt 
« and ſanctuary from critics! When theſc men have ceaſed to 
rail, let them not begin to do worſe, to comment Let them 
* not conjecture into nonſenſe, correct out of all correctneſs, and 
5 reſtore into obſcurity and confuſion. Miſerable fate! which can 


them only from ſuch dull ones as could never write!“ 

Ver, 203. Paolo Antonio Rolli, an Italian poet, and writer of 
many operas in that language, which, partly by the help of his 
genius, prevailed in England near twenty years. He taught Ita- 
lian to ſome fine gentlemen, who affected to direct the operas. 
Ver. 205. Bentley bis: mauth, &c.] Not ſpoken of the famous 
Dr. Richard Bentley, but of one Tho. Bentley, a ſmall critic, who 


uncle in 2 little Horace, The great one was intended to 
be dedicated to the Lord Halifax, but (on a change of the miniſtry) 
Vas given to the Earl of Oxford; for which reaſon the little one 


was dedicated to his ſon the Lord Harley. A taſte of his ſic 
c/ocution may be ſeen in his following panegyric on the peace of 
Utrecht. O cupimus patrem tuum, fulgentiſſimum illud orbis 


Anglicani jubar, adorare / O ingens reipublice noſtræ columen ! 
O fortunatam tanto Heroe Britanniam! Tui tali tantoque viro 


„Dum per omnia adfuiſſe, manumque ejus et mentem direxiſſe 
„ CenTiSSIMUM Es T. Hujus enim wnivs ferme opera, ægulſſi- 
« mis et perbonorificis conditionibus, diuturnoe, hey nimium! 
« bello, -finem impoſitum videmus. O Diem æterna memoria 
digniſſimum! qua terrores patriæ omnes excidit, pacemque diu 
<« exoptatam toti ſere Europæ reſtituit, ille populi Anglicani amor, 
„ Harleius. | | 
Thus critically (that is, verbally) tranſlated : 
« Thy father, that. moſt refulgent ſtar of the Angelican otb, 


- & we much deſire to adore / O mighty Column of our republic / 
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But Welſted moſt the poet's healing balm 

Strives to extract from his ſoft, giving palm; 

Unlucky Welſted! thy unfeeling maſter, 

The more thou tickleſt, gripes his fiſt the ſaſter. wa 
e 


OE Variations. 
Ver. 207. In the firſt edition, + 
But Oldmixon the poet's healing balm, &. 


2h | REMARKS. 

1 Oh Britain, fortunate in ſuch an Hero That to ſuch and & ? 
great a man Gop was ever preſent, in every thing, and all 
« along directed both his hand and his heart, is a nf abſolute 
« certainty { For it is in a manner by the operation of this mar 
% gone, that we behold a war (alas! how much too long an one!) 
brought at length to an end, on the moft jut and me honaurable- 
« conditions, Oh day eternally to be memorated ! wherein all the 
* terrors of his country were ended, and a Prack, (long wiiked 
„ for by almeſt all Europe) was reſtored by HarLzr, the love and 
delight of the people of England.” | 

But that this gentleman can write in a <different-ſtyle, may be 
ſeen in a letter he printed to Mr. Pope, wherein ſeveral noble 
Lords are treated in a moſt extraordinay language, particularly 
the Lord Bolingbroke abuſed for that very Prack which he here 
makes the ſingle work of the Earl of Oxford, directed by God A- 
mighty, 03 

To. 207. Welfted) Leonard Welſted, author of the Triumri- 
rate, or a letter in verſe from P:k-mon' to Celia at Bath, which! 
was meant for a ſatire on Mr. P. and ſome of his friends about the 
year 1718. He writ other things which we cannot remember. 
Smedley, in bis Metamorphoſis of Scriblerus, mentions one, the 
hymn of a gent/eman to his Creator and there was another in 
praiſe either of a cellar, or a garret. © L. W. characteriſed in the 
treatiſe T];1 Babe, or the Art of Sinking, as a Didapper, and 
after as an Eel, is ſaid to be this perſon, by Dennis, Daily Jeurral 
of May 17, 1728. He was alſo characteriſed under another ani- 
mal, a mole, by the author of the enſuing ſimile, which was handed 
about at the ſame time: | 4 


« Dear Welſted, mark, in dirty hole, 
« 'That painful animal, a mole : 
Above ground never born to grow; 

« What mighty ſtir it keeps below ? 

« To make a mole-hill all this ftrife ! * 
It. digs, pokes, undermines for life. . 
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While thus each band promotes the pleaſing pain, 
And quick ſenſations ſkip from vein to vein; 
A youth unknown to Phœbus, in deſpair, 
Puts bis laſt refuge all in Heav'n and pray'r. 


What force have pious vows ! The Queen of Love 215 


Her ſiſter ſends, her vot'reſs, from above. 

As taught by Venus, Paris learn'd the art 

To touch Achilles' only tender part; 

Secure, thro” her, the noble prize to carry, 

He marches off, his Grace's ſecretary. 220 


"4 


Now turn to diff rent ſports, (the Goddefs cries), 


And learn, my ſons, the wond*rous pow'r of noiſe. 
To move, to raiſe, to raviſh- ev'ry heart, 


With Shakeſpeare's nature, or with Johnſon's art, 
Let others aim: *tis yours to ſhake the foul 225 
With thunder rumbling from the muſtard- bowl; 


— 
— — 


| REMARKS. 
« How proud a little dirt to ſpread; 
« Conſcious of nothing o'er its head! 
4 Till, Jab'ring on for want of eyes, 
* It blunders into light and dies.” | 


You have kim again in book ii, ver. 169. 


Ver. 213. A youth 
epiſode being levelled at the ba: flatteries of authors to worthleſs 
wealth or greatneſs, concludes here with an excellent leſſon to ſuch 
men: that although their pens and praiſes were as exquiſite as 
they conceit of themſelves, yet (even in their own mercenary 
views) a creature unlettered, who ſerveth the paſſions, or pimpeth 
to the pleaſures, of ſuch vain, braggart, puffed nobility, ſhall with 
thoſe patrons be much more in ward, and of them much higher re- 
warded. SCR1BL. 5 | 

Ver. 226. With thunder rumbling from the muftard-bowl ;] The 
old way of making thunder and muſtard were the fame ; but ſince, 


it is more advantageouſly performed by troughs of wood with ſtops 


| IMITAT3}ONS, 
Ver. 223, 225. To move, to raiſe, &c. r 
| Let others aim : "tis yours to ſbale, &c.] 
„ Excudent alii ſpirantia mollius æra, 
* Credo equidem, vivos ducent de marmore vultus, &c. 
Tu regere imperio populos, Romane, memento, 
'* Hz tibi erunt artes. 1 


* 


With 


unknown to Phabus, &c.] The ſathe of this 


rere Yu. eee to 


Boox Il, THE DUNC IAD. 127 


With horns and trumpets now to madneſs ſwell, 

Now ſink in ſorrows with a tolling bell! 

Such happy arts attention can command, 

When fancy flags, and ſenſe is at a ſtand. 230 
Improve we theſe. Three cat- calls be the bribe 

Of him, whoſe chatt'ring ſhames the monkey- tribe: 
And his this drum, whole: hoarſe heroic baſe 

Drowns the loud clarion of the braying aſs. - 

Now thouſand tongues are heard in one loud din : 
The monkey-mimics ruſh diſcordant in; 236 
'Twas chatt'ring, grinning, mouthing, jabb'ring all, 
And Noiſe 1 Brangling and Breval, 
Dennis and Diſſonance, and captions Art, 

And Snip-ſnap ſhort, and Interruption ſmart, 240 
And Demonſtration thin, and Theſes thick, | 
And Major, Minor, and Concluſion quick. 

Hold, (cry'd the Queen), a cat-call each ſhall win; 
Equal your merits ! equal is your din! 5 
But that this well-diſputed game may end, 245 
Sound forth, my Brayers, and the Welkin reid. 

As when the long-car'd milky mothers wait 
At ſome fick miſer's triple-bolted gate, 

For their defrauded, abſent foals they make 
A moan ſo loud, that all the gild awake 250 


REMARKS, 


' ' 
in them. Whether Mr. Dennis was the inventor of that improve- 
ment, I know not; but, it is certain, that being once at a tragedy 
of a new author, be fell into a great paſſion at ing ſome, and 
cried, © *Sdeath ! that is my thunder.“ 8 r 
Ver. 228.—with à tolling bell; A mechanical help to the pa- 
thetic, not unuſual to the modern writers of tragedy. | 
Ver. 231. Three cat-calls] Certain mulical inſtraments uſed by 
one ſort of critics to confound the poets of the theatre. 
Ver. 238. Norton,] See ver. 417.—7J. Durant Breval, author 


of a very extraordinary book of travels, and ſome poems. See 
before, note on ver. 126. 


IMITATIONS. 


Ver. 243. A cat-call each ſball win, &c.] | 5 
„Non noſtrum inter vos tantas componere lites, 
Et vitula tu dignus, et hic“ Virg. Ecl. iii. 


Ver, 247. As when the, &c.) A ſmile with à long tail, in the 
manner of Homer. | 
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Sore ſighs Sir Gilbert, ſtarting at the bray, 

From dreams of millions, and three groats to pay. 
So ſwells each wind- pipe; aſs intones to aſs, 
Harmonic twarg ! of leather, horn, and braſs ; 


Such as from lab'ring lungs th* enthuſiaſt blows, 255 


High ſound, attemper'd to the vocal noſe ; 


Or ſuch as bellow from the deep divine; 


There, Webſter ! 
„„ ĩ OTTER | 
But far o'er all, ſonorous Blackmore's ſtrain ; 

Walls, ſteeples, ſkies, bray back to him again. 260. 
In L'otnam's fields, the brethren, with amaze, 

Frick all their cars up, and forget to graze; . - 


peaPd thy voice, and, Whitefield !* 


REMARKS.” „ 

Ver. 258. Webfan Whitcfie!d)] The one the writer of a news- 
paper called the Meelly Miſcelluny, the other a field preacher. This 
thought the only means of advancing religion was by the new- 
bisth of ſpiritual madneſs : that by the old death of fire and faggot : 
and therefore they agreed in this, though in no other earthly. 
thing, to abuſe all the ſober clergy. From the ſmall ſucceſs of 
theſe two extraordinary perſons, - we may learn how little hurtful * 
bigotry and enthuſiaſm are, while the civil magiſtrate prudently 
forbears to lend his power to the one, in order to the employing it 
againſt the other. | F 4/ | 

IMITATIONS, BY 
Ver. 260. Bray back to bim again] A figure of ſpeech taken from 
Et vox afſenſu nemorum ingeminata remugit. Georg. ili; 
«He hears his num'rous. herds low o'er the plain, 


«+ While neighb'ring bills (% back to them again.” Cowley. 


dhe poet here celebrated, Sir R. B. delighted much in the 
word bray; which he endeavoured to ennoble by applying it to the 


| ſound of armour, war, &c. In imitation of him, and ſtrengthened 
by his authority, our author has here admitted it into heroic 


Num... [ol 
Ver. 262. Priel all their ears up, and forget to grazt 2] | 
Inmemor herbarum ques g mirata juvenca. Virg. ecl. viii. 
The progreſs of the ſound from place to place, and the ſcenery 
here of the bordering regions, Tottenham- fields, Chancery-lane, 
the Thames, Weſtminſter-hall, and Hungerford-ſtairs, are imitated 
from Virgil, An. vii. on the founding the horn of AleQto. 
Audit et Triviæ longe lacus, audit amnis . 
„ Sulphurca Nar albus aqua, fonteſque Velini,” tc, 
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Long Chanc'ry-lane retentive rolls the ſound, 
And courts to courts return it round and round; 
Thames waft it thence to Rufus? roaring hall, 265 
And Hungerford re-echoes baw] for baul. 
All hail him victor in both gifts of ſong, 
Who fings ſo loudly, and who fings ſo long. 


1 REMARKS. | 
Ver. 263. Long Chanc'ry-lan:}, The place where the offices of 
chancery are kept. The long detention of clients in that court, 
and the difficulty of getting out, is humoroufly allegorized in theſe 


lines. | 

Ver. 268. Who fings fo loudly, and who ſings folong,' A juſt cha- 
racter of Sir Richard Blackmore, knight, who (as Mr. Dryden 
expreſſeth it) ö 


* Writ to the rumbling of his coach's wheels.“ 


and whoſe indefatigable Muſe produced no leſs than fix epic po- 
ems: Prince and King Arthur, twenty books; Eliza, ten; Alfred, 
twelve; the Redeemer, fix; beſides Job, in folio; the whole 
book of Pſalms; the Creation, ſeven books; Nature of Man, 
three hooks; and many more. It is in this ſenſe he is ſtyled af- 
terwards the ever/aſting Blackmore. Notwithſtanding all which, 
Mr. Gildon ſeems aſſured, that this admirable author © did not 
« think himſelf upon the /ame-+ foot with Homer.” Comp. Art of 
Poetry, vol. i. p. 108. 5 9 n e 

But how different is the judgment of the author of Characters of 
the times? p. 25 who fays © Sir Richard Black more is unfortu- 
nate in happening to miſtake his proper talents ; and that he has 
* not for many years been /o much as named, or even thought of 
among writers.” Even Mr. Dennis differs greatly from his 
friend Mr. Gildon :* Blackmore's a (faith he) has neither 
unity, nor integrity, nor morality, nor univerſality ; and con- 
« {equently he can have no fable, and no heroic poem: his narra- 
„tion is neither probable, wor ee. nor wonderful ; his charac- 


ters have none, of the neceſlary qualifications ; the things con- 


* tained in his narration are neither in their own nature delight-. 
ful, nor numerous enough, nor rightly diſpoſed, nor ſurprif- 
„ing, nor pathetic.” —Nay, he proceeds fo far as to ſay Sir Ri- 


chard has no genius ; firſt laying down, that genius is cauſed by 


a furious joy and pride of. ſoul, on the conception of an extre- 
ordinary hint. Many men (ſays he) have their hints, without 
* theſe motions of fury and pride of ſoul, becauſe they want fire 
enough to agitare their ſpuits; and theſe we call cold writers. 
* Others who have a great deal of fire, but have not excellent 
organs, feel the fore-mentioned motiens, without the extra- 
* ordinary hiuts; and theſe we call fuſtian writers. But be 
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"This labour paſt, by Bride well all deſcend, © 


(As morning-pray”r, and flagellation end), 270 


To 


REMARKS... 


— 


© declares that Sir Richard has neither the Zintr nor the motions,” 


Remarks on Pr. Arth. octavo, 1696. Preface. 


This gentleman, in his firſt works, abuſed the character of Mr. 


Dryden; and in his laſt, of Mr. Pope, acenſing him in very high 
and ſober terms of proſaneneſs and immorality, (Eſſay on Polite 
Writing, vol. ii. p. 270.), on a-mete report from Edm. Curl, that 
he was author of a Traveſtie on the firſt pſalm. Mr. Dennis took 
up the ſame report, but with the addition of what Sir Richard had 
neglected, an . argument to prove it;” which being very curious, 
we ſhall here tranſcribe. It was he who burleſqued the Pſalm. 


„ of David. It is apparent to me that pſal n was burleſqued by. 


« a Popiſb Rbymſter. Let rbyming perſons who have been brought 
« up Proteſtant: be otherwiſe what they will, let them be. rakes, 
jet them be ſcoundrels, let them be At5iefts, yet education has: 
made an invincible impreſſion on them in behalf of the facred. 
„ writings. But a Popifh Rbymfer has been brought up with a 
« .contempt for thofe ſacred writings; now ſhew me another Po- 
« pie  Rhymfter but he.“ This manner of argumentation is ufual- 


with Mr, Dennis; he has employed the fame. againſt Sir Richard 
himſelf, in- a like charge of impicty and. irre/igicn; “ All Mr. 


« Blackmore's celeſtial machines, as they cannot be defended fo 
„ much as by common received opinion, ſo are they directly 


o 


« .contrary to the doftrine of the Church of England; for the vi- 


« fible deſcent of an angel mutt be a miracle. Now, it is the 


* doftrine of the churclr of England, that miracles had ceaſed a 
+ long time before Prince Arthur came into the world. Now, if” 


the doctrine of the church of England be true, as we are obli- 
_ & ged to believe, then are all. the celeſtial machines in Prince 


Arthur unſufferable, as wanting not only: human, but divine 
« probability. But if the machines are. ſuſſerable, that is, if they 
© have fo much of divine probability, then it follows of neceſſit7 
& that the doctrine of the church is falſe. 80 I leave; tt to every. 
* .impartial.clergyman to conſider,” c. Preface: to the Remaks- 
on Prince: Arthur. £34 £1 | | 
Ver. 270. { At morning-pray'r, and flagellation end. )] It is be- 
tween eleven and twelve in the morning, after church ſervice, 
that the critninals are whipt- in Bridewell.— This is to mark punc- 


tually the time of the day: Homer does it by the circumſtances © | 


of the judges riſing from court, or of the labourer's diancr ; our” 


author by one very proper both to the perſons and the ſcene of 


his poem, which we may remember commenced in the evening of 
the Lord Mayor's day: the. firſt book paſſed in that night ; the 


next morning the games begin in the Stiaud, thence along _Fleet- 


: 


rect, (places inhabited by bookſellers), then they proceed, by. 
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To where Fleet - diteb with diſemboguing ſtreams _ 

Rolls the large tribute of dead dogs to Thames, 

The King of dykes! than whom no luice of mud 

With deeper ſable blots the ſilver flood. 

« Here ſtrip, my children ! here at once leap i in, 275 

„Here prove who beſt can daſh thro? thick and thin, 

« And who the moſt in love of dirt excel, 

« Or dark dexterity of groping well. 

« Who flings moſt filth, and wide pollutes around 

„% The ſtream, be his the Weekly Journals bound, 288 

« A pig of lead to him who dives the beſt ; 

« A peck of coals apiece ſhall glad the reſt,” 
In naked majeſty Oldmixon ſtands, | 

And Milc-like ſurveys his arms and hands; 


- 


ReMARKS. 


by Bridewell towards Fleet-ditch, and laſtly through Ludgate to 
the city and temple of the Goddefs. 

Ver. 276, 277, 278. daſs thro' | thick and. PETERS MY dirt 
dark dexterity} The three chief qualifications of party- writers: to 
ſtick at nothing, to delight in flinging dirt, and to flander in the 
dark by gueſs. 

Ver. 280. the weekly Journali] Papers of news and ſcandal i in- 
termixed, on different ſides and parties, and frequently ſhiftin 
from one fide to the other, called the London Journal, Britt 
Journal, Daily Journal,” Sc. the concealed writers of which, 
for ſome time, were Oldmixon, Roome, Arnall, re and 
others: perſons never ſeen by our author. 

Ver. 282, © A peck of coals a piece] Our indulgent poet, when- 
ever he has ſpoken of any dirty or low work, eonftantly puts us 
ia mind of the poverty of the offenders, as the only extenuation 
of ſuch practices. Let any one but remark, when a thief, a pick- 
pocket, an highwayman, or a knight of the polt are ſpoken' of, 
how much our hate to thoſe characters is leſſened, if they add a 
needy thief, a poor pick-pocket, an hungry highwayman, a flarving 
knight of the poſt, c. 

Ver. 283. 1n naked majefly Oldmixon flands,] Mr. Jouv, Otp- 
MIXON, next to Mr. Dennis, the moſt ancient critic of our na- 


tion: an unjuſt cenſurer of Mr. Addiſon in his proſe eſſay on 


-IMITATIONS: — 
Ver. 273. The King of dykes / &c.] 
Fluviorum rex Eridanus, 
© ——quo.non alius, per pinguia culta, ; 
ee parpurcm ufa inflt amis, Vitg. 
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Then ſighing thus, „ And am I now threeſcore ? 28; 
.66 Ah why, ye gods! ſhould two and two make four?” 


He 


ReMAnKs. 


- aiticiſm, whom alfo in his imitation of Bouhours (called © the 


Arts of Logic and Rhetor ie,) he miſrepreſents in plain matter 
of fact; for in p. 45. he cites the Spectator as abuſing Dr. Swift 
by name, where there is not the leaſt hint of it; and in p. 304, is 


| r that Mr. Addiſon himſelf writ that Tat- 


No 43, which ſays of his own ſimile, that “it is as great as 
« ever entered into the mind of man. In poetry he was hot fo 
« happy as laborions, and therefore characteriſed by the Tatler, 


„No. 62. by the name of Omicron the unborn poet.” Curl, Key, 
p. 13. © He writ dramatic works, and a volume of poetry. con · 


« ſiſting of heroic epiſtles, N.. ſome whereof are very well done,” 
faid that great judge Mr. Jacob, in his Lives of Poets, vol. ii. p. 


23. 
* In his Eſſay on Criticiſm, and the Arts of Logic and Rhetoric, 


| de frequently reflefts on our author. But the top of his character 


was a perverter of hiſtory, in that ſcandalous one of the Stuarts, 
in folio,” and his Critical Hiſtory of England, two volumes, oc- 
tavo. Being employed by Biſhop Kennet, in publiſhing the hiſto- 


Hans in his collection, * falſified DanicFs Chronicle in numberlefs 


places. Yet this very man, in the preface ta the firſt of theſe 
books, advanced a particular fat? to charge three eminent perſons 


of falſifying the Lord Clarendon's hiſtory ; which fact has been 


difproved by Dr. Atterbury, late Biſhop of 1 91 then the 
only furvivax of them; and the particular part he ded to be 


_ falfified; produced ſee, after almoſt ninety years, in that noble 


author's original manuſcript. - He was all his life a virulent party- 
writer for hire, and recelved his reward in a ſmall place, which he 
ed to his death. 
er. 286. © Ab, why, ye gods 1 ſbould two and tts mate four 7] 
Very - reaſonably doth this ancient critic complain : without doubt 
it was à fault in the conſtitation of things. For the world, as a 
great writer faith, being given to man for a ſubje& of difputa- 


4 tion,” he might think himſelf mocked with a penurious gift, 


were any thing made certain. Hence thoſe ſuperior maſters of 
wiſdom, the Sreptice and Arademics, reaſonably cane, that 
tuo and two do not make four.” Scx1pr. b 


| Bar we need not go s fr, to rem wut the Jet prin 


. IMTTATIONS. 
Ver. 285. Then fighing thus, © And am I now threefeate ! Kc. 
%% . Fletque 7 — ſenior, cum ſpectat inanes 
Herculeis ſimiles, fuides pendere lacertos.“ Ovid. 


— 
* 
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| He ſaid, and climb'd a ſtranded lighter's height, 

Shot to the black abyſs, and plung'd downright. - 

The ſenior's judgment all the crowd admire, | 

Who, but to fink the deeper, roſe the higher, 299. 
Next Smedley div'd ; flow circles dimpled o'er 

The quaking mud, that clos'd, and op'd no more. 

All look, all figh, and call on Smedley loſt; 

Bmedley in vain reſounds thro? all the coaſt. | 
Then * effay'd; ſcarce, vaniſh'd out of ſight, 295 

He buoys' up inſtant, and returns to light:: 

He bears no tokens of the ſabler treams, | 

And mounts far off among the ſwans of Thames, 


VarIaTiONs. 
After ver. 298. in the firſt edit. followed theſe, 
Far worſe unhappy Dr ſucceeds, 
He ſearch' d for coral, but he gather'd weeds.” 


| REMARKS. A. . 5 
pally intended, the abſurdity of complaining of old age, which 
mult neeeflarily happen, as long as we are indulged. in our deſires 
of adding one year to another. 5 L SH 5 
Ver. 291, Next Smedley div d;] In the ſurreptitious editions, 
this whole epiſode was applied to an initial letter E, by whom 
if they meant the Laureat, nothing was more abſurd; no part 
agreeing with his character. The evidently demands a 
perſon dipped in ſcandal, and deeply immerſed in dirty work: 
whereas Mr. Euſden's writings rarely offended but by their 
length and multitude, and accordingly are taxed in nothing elſe in 
book i. ver. 104. But the perſon here mentioned, an Iriſhman, was 
author and publiſher of many ſeurrilous pieces, a weekly White-- 
hall Journal, in the year 1922, in the name of Sir James Baker; 
and particularly 2 of Billingſgate againſt Dr. Swift 
and Mr. Pope, called Guliiueriana and Alexandriane, printed in 
oftavo, 1728. ol . 1 ; | 3 15 
Ver. 295. Then *** efay'd;]} A gentleman of genius and ſpirit, 
ho was ſecretly dipt 22. — — kind, on whom our 
poet beſtows a panegyric inſtead of a ſatire, as deſerving to be bet 
ter employed than in party - quarrels, and perſonal invectives. 
N IXAITATIoRS. 
Ver. 293. and call on Smedley loft ; &c.] 
« Alcides wept in vain b loſt, | 
% Hylas, in vain, reſounds thro? all the coaſt.” | 
DTDord Roſcom. tranflat. of Virgiłs 6th ecl. 
Vor. III. M True 
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True to the bottom, ſee Concanen creep, | 
A cold, long-winded, native of the deep; 300 
If perſeverance gain the diver's prize, i 
Not everlaſting Blackmore this denies: * 

No noiſe, no ttir, no motion canſt thou make, 

Th' unconſcious ſtream ſleeps o'er thee like a lake. 

Next plung'd a feeble, but a deſp'rate pack, gog 

With each a ſickly brother at his back!! 

Sons of a day! juſt buoyant on the flood, ..0 _ 
'Then number'd. with the peppies in the mud. 

Aſk ye their names? I could as ſobn diſcloſe n 
The names of theſe blind puppies as of thoſe. 310 
Faſt by, like Niobe, (her children gone), _ ; 
Sits Mother Oſborne, ſtupiſied to [tone ! 


: 
* 


ä | . 

Ver. 299. Voncanen] Marrusw Coxcaxzx, an lriſhman, 
bred to the law. Smedley (one of his brethren in enmity to Swift) 
in his Metamorphoſis of Scriblerus, p. 7, accuſes him of © having 
4 hoaſted of what he had not written, but others had reviſed and 
« done for him.” He was author of ſeveral dull and dead ſcut- 
rilities in the Britiſh and London Journals, and in a paper called 
the Speculatiſt. In a pamphlet, called A Supplement to the Pre- 
found, he dealt very unfairly with our poet, not only frequently 
imputing to him Mr. Broome's verſes, (for which he might indeed 
ſeem in ſome degree accountable, having corrected what that gen- 
« tleman did), but thoſe of the Duke of Buckingham! and others: 
to this rare piece ſomebody humourouſly cauſed him to take for 


his motto, De profundis clamavi.” He was fince a hired ſcrib- 


bler in the Daily: Courant, where he poured forth. much Billingſ- 
gate againſt the Lord Bolingbroke, and others; after which this 
man wusG ſurpriſingly promoted to adminiſter juſtice and law in Ja- 
maien. N as Irn +4 © 
Ver. 306, 305. With aach a fickly brother at bir back : Sons of a 
day! &c.] Theſe were daily papers, a number of which, to leſſen 

the expence, were printed one on the back of another. | 

Ver. 311. like, Niobe,] See the ſtory in Ovid, Met. vii. where 
the miſcrable:petrefation of this old lady is pathetically deſcribed.” 
Ver. 31a. Obere, A name aſſumed by the eldeſt and graveſt 
' of theſe writers, who at laſt being aſhamed of his pupils, gave his 

paper over, and in his age remained filent. 
| „ - ImiTATIONs. 

Ver. 302. Met eperlafling Blackmore], , {+ 
Nee benus Eurytion prælato inyidit honorig” G.. 
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And monbmeimal braſs this record bears, 
« There are-—ab no! thele were the Gazetteers !” 
t: 
REMARKS. 

Ver. 314, Gazetteers] We ought not to 3 . a 8 
critic here taxeth the poet with an anach:onitm, affirming theſe 
gazetteers not, to have lived within the, time of his poem, and 
challenging us to produce any ſuch paper of that date. But we 
may with equal aſſurance aſſert theſe gazetteers not to have lived 
ſince, and challenge all the learned world to produce one ſuch pa- 


per at this day. Surely therefore, where the point is ſo obſcure, 
our author ought not to be cenſured too raſhly. ScaisL. 


Notwithſtanding this affected ignorance of the good Scriblerus, | 


the Daily Gazetteer was a title given very properly: to certain pa- 
pers, each of which laſted but a day. Into this, as a common 
ſink, was received all the traſh, which had been before diſperſed 
in ſeveral journals, and circulated the public expence of the na- 
tion. The authors were the ſame obſcure: men; though ſometimes 
rciieved by occaſional eflays from ſtateſmen, courtiers, biſhops, 
deans, and doctors. The meaner fort were rewarded with mo- 

ncy ; others with places or benefices, from an hundred to a 4 


ſand a-year, It appears from the report of the ſecret committee- 


for inquiring into the conduct of R. Earl of O.“ That no lefs 
„than fifty thouſand ſeventy-ſeven pounds, eighteen ſhillings,” 
« were paid to authors and priaters of news-papers, fuch as Free- 
Eritons, Daily-Courants, Corn: cutter's Journals, Gazetteers, 
and other political papers, between Feb. 10, 1731, and Feb. 10. 
* 1741,” Which ſhews the benevolence of one miniſter to have 
expended, for the current dulneſs of ten years in Britain, double 
the ſum which gained Lewis XIV. ſo much honour, in annual 
penſions to learned men all over Europe. In which, and in a 
much longer time, not a penſion at court, nor preferment in the 
church or univerſities, of any conſideration, was beſtowed on any 


man diftinguiſhed for his learning ſeparately from party-merit, or 
| pamphl et writ ing. 


It is wort h a rc fleQion, that of all the pavegyrics beſtowed by 


theſe writers on this great miniſter, not one is at this day extant or 
remembered; nor even ſo much credit done to his perſonal cha- 


racter by all they have written, as by one ſhort occaſional Wee 
ment of our author : : 


« Seen him I have; but in his happier bour 
Of facial pleaſure, ill exchang'd for pgro'r / 

„ Seen him, uncumber'd by the venal tribe, 

«© Szile without art, and cn without a bribe,” © 
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Not ſo bold Arnall; with a weight of ſcull, 315 
Furious he dives, precipitately ul 5 
Whielpools and ſtorms his circling arms inveſt, 

With all the might of gravitation bleſt. 
No crab more active in the «dirty dance, 
Downward to climb, and backward to advance, 320 

He brings up half the bottom on his head, 

And loudly claims the journal and the lead. 

The plunging prelate, and his pond*rous. grace, 
With holy envy gave one layman placgcge. 
When lol a burſt of thunder ſhook the flood, 323 
Slow roſe a form, in majeſty of mud ; me 
Shaking the horrors of his ſable brows, 

And each ferocious feature grim with ooze. > 

Greater he looks, and more than mortal ſtares: 

Then thus the wonders of the deep declares. 330 

Firft he relates, how ſinking to the chin, 

Smit with his mien, the mud-nymphs ſuck'd him in: 

How young Lutetia, ſofter than the down, | 

Nigrina black, and Merdamante brown, 

| ble RENMA ARS. | 

Ver. 315. Arnall;] William Arnall, bred an attorney, was a 
perfect genius in this fort of work. He began under twenty with 
furious party-papers; then ſucceeded Concanen in the Britiſh Jour- 
nal. At the ſirſt publication of the Dunciad, he prevailed on the 
author not to give bim his due place in it, by a letter profefſing 

"His deteſtation of fach practices as his predeceſſor s. But ſince, 
by the moſt une xampled inſolence, and perſonal abuſe of ſeveral 
great men, the poct's particular friends, he moſt amply deſerved a 
niche in the temple of Infawy : witneſs a paper, called the Free 
"Briten; a dedication intitled, To the Genuine Blunderer, 1732, 
and many others. He writ for hire, and valued himſelf upon it; 
not indeed without cauſe, it appearing by the aforeſaid ReroxT, 
that he © received for Free Britons, and other writings, in the ſpace 
of four years, no leſs than ten thouſand nine bundred and ninety- 
« ſeven founds, fix Pilling: and cight pence, out of the treaſury.” 
But frequently, through his fury or folly, he exceeded all the 
-bounds of his commiſſion, and obliged his honourable patron to 
diſavow his ſcurrilities. | 04 


an a ww. .,j + << DD 


| e 
Ver. 329. Greater he looks, and more than mortal flares :] 
Virg. En. vi. of the Sibyl. | 
21 majorque videri, 
Nec moitale ſonans.— 


x | Vy'd 
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Vy'd for his love in Jetty bow'rs below, n 
As Hylas fair was raviſh'd long ago. | 
Then ſung, how ſhown him by the nut- bidet maids 
A branch of Styx here riſes from the ſhades. 
That tinctur'd as it runs with Lethe's ſtreams, 
And wafting vapours from the land of dreams, 340 
(As under ſeas Alpheus“ ſecret fluice 
Bears Piſa's ofPring to his Arethuſe) 
Pours into Thames: and hence the mingled wave 
Intoxicates the pert, and lulls the grave: 
Here briſker vapours oer the TrmeLE creep, 345 
There, all from Paul's to Aldgate drink and fleep. 

Thence to the banks where rev'rend bards repoſe, 
They led him foft ; each rev'rend bard aroſe ; 

cab a And 


Remarxs. 
Ver. 3 14 As Hylas fair] Who was raviſhed by the water- 
nymphs, and drawn into the tiver. The ſtory is told at largo 
by Valerius Flaccus, lib; iii Argon. See Virgil, ecl. vi. 


Ver. 338. 4 branch of Styx, &e.] 
Or 49 ilacę rox Teragncie boy FTPTTT 
05 p & ET? ge. v A¹ Be. 
O¹ 698 Lau TU rr fa. #4 yveeding, 
ANA Te PTL xeduTighsy f pits dr Axiom 


*Opxs dau Fat Dres £519 dA, h. 
6 ye Homer, II. i. PI 


Of the land of dreams in the ſame region, he makes mention; 
Odyſſ. xxiv. See alſo Lucian's true hiſtory. Letbe and the land 
of dreams allegorically repreſent the ffupeſaction and v ifronary mad- 
n:/; of poets, equally dull and extravagant. Of Alpheus s waters 
gliding ſecrerly under the ſea of Piſa, to mix with thoſe of Aro- 
thuſe in Sicily, ſee Moſchus, Idyll. viii. Virgil: ecl. x. | 


« Sic tibi, eum fluctus ſubter labere Sicanos, 1 
« Doris amara ſuam non intermiſceat undam.“ 1477 


IuITATION S. | , 5 


Ver. 347. Thence to the banks, &c. ] 
« Tum canit errantem Permeſſi ad flumina- Gallum,, 
% Utque viro Pheœbi chorus aſſurrexcrit omnis ; 
« Ut Linus hæc illi divino carmine paſtor, 
% Floribus atque apio criues ornatus amaro, 
Dinxerit, Hos tibi dant calamos en accipe, Muſæ, 
Aſcræo quos ante ſeni, &'s, 


M3 


4 : 
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g 1 And Milbourn chief, deputed by the reſt, 64 E 
1 Gave him the caſſock, ſurcingle, and veſt. 350 A 
= | %% Receive (he ſaid) theſe robes which once were mine, 
; # „ Dulneſs.is facred in a ſound divine.” 40 
W | He ceas'd, and ſpread the robe; the crowd confeſs 60 
= The rev'rend Flamen in his lengthen'd dreſs. | 6 
1 Around him wide a ſable army ſtand, n ou 6 
= A low- born, cell-bred, ſelfiſh, ſervile band, 6 
3 Prompt or to guard or ſtab, to ſaint or damn, 10 
4 Heav'n's Swiſs, who fight for any god, or man. 10 
4» Thro' Lud's fam'd gates, along the well-known 66 
1 Fleet | 10 
©; 4 Rolls the black troop, and overſhades the ſtreet, 360 10 
= Till ſhow'rs of fermons, characters, eſſays, 6 
4 Ja circling fleeces whiten all the ways 
= So clouds repleniſh'd from ſome bog below, T 
# Mount in dark volumes, and deſcend in ſnow. E 
1 | | | A 
Y | Fa REMARKS. - b : 
1 And again, En. iii. 1 
. « ——AJpheum-fams eſt hue, Plidls amnem 1 
W | « Occultas egiſſe vias ſubter mare, qui nunc 1 
| 1 Ore, Arethuſa, tuo Siculis confu vadis,” 7 


Ver. 349- And Milloura] Luke Milbourn a Alban, the 
faireſt of critics ; who, when he wrote againſt Mr. Dryden's Vir- 
gil, did him juſtice in printing at the ſame time his own trapfla- 
tions of him, which were intolerable. His manner of writing has 
a great reſemblance with that of the gentlemen of the Dunciad 
againſt our author, as will be feen 'in the parallel of Mr. Dryden 
and him. Append. N " 
Ver. 359. Lud's fam'd gates, } King Lud repairing the city, 
« called it after his own name, Lud 's toten; the ſtrong gate which 
e he built in the weſt part, he likewiſe, for his own honour, narm- 
* ed Zudgate. In the year 1260, this gate was beautifed with - 
« images of Lud and other kin Thoſe images in the reign of 
« Fdward VI. had their heads ſmitten off, and were otherwiſe de- 
« faced by unadviſed folks. Queen Mary did ſet new heads upon 
«« their old bodies again. The 28th of Queen Elizabeth, the ſame 
„gate was clean taken down, and newly and beautifully builded, 
with images of Lud and others, as aforc.” Stoto's Survey of 
London, T | 
Here 


40 
cc 


#. 
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Here ſtopt the Goddeſs ; and in pomp proclaims 365 


A gentler exerciſe to cloſe the games. 

« Ye.critics! in whoſe heads, as equal ſcales, 
« ] weigh what author's heavineſs prevails; 
«© Which moſt conduce to ſooth the foul in ſlumbers, 
« My H—ley's perieds, or my Blackmore's numbers; 
« Attend the trial we propoſe to make: 374 
« Tf there be man, who o'er ſuch works can wake, 
« Sleep's all- ſubduing charms who dares defy, 
« And boaſts Ulyſſes car with Argus' eye; 
« To him we grant our ampleſt pow'rs to fit 375 
« Judge of all preſent, paſt, and future wit; 
«© To cavil, cenſure, dictate, right or wrong, 
« Full and eternal privilege of tongue.” 

Three college ſophs, and three pert templars came, 
The ſame their talents, and their taſtes the ſame; 380 
Each prompt to query, anſwer, and debate, 

And ſmit with love of poeſy and prate. | 
The pond'rous books two gentle readers bring! 
The heroes fit, the vulgar form a ring. | 
The.clam'rous crowd is huſh'd with mugs of mum, 389 
Till all tun'd equal, ſend a,gen'ral hum. | 
Then mount the clerks, and in one lazy tone 
Thro' the long, heavy, painful page drawl on; 

; Soft 


| REMARKS. 
Ver. 374. See Hom. Odyſſ. xii. Ovid. Met. i. 


Ver. 388. Through ihe long, heavy, e page, &c.] „ All 
« theſe lines very well imitate the flow drowſinęſs with which 
they proceed. It is impoſſible to any one, who has a-poetical 


IMITATIONE, 


Ver. 330, 381. The ſame their talents, — Each prompt, c.] 
« Ambo forentes ætatibus, Arcades ambo, 
Et certare pares, et reſpondere . parati.” Virg. ecl. vi. 


Ver. 382. And ſmit with love of pocſy and prate.] 

4 Smit with the love of facred fong,” —— Milton, 

Ver. 384. The heroes fit, the vulgar form @ ring. | 
«© Conſedere duces, et vulgi ſtante corona,” Ovid, Met. xis. 
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Soft creeping, words on words, the ſenſe eompoſe, 

At ev'ry line they ftretch, they yawn, they doze. 390 
As to ſoft gales top- heavy pines bow low - 

Their heads, and lift them as they ceaſe to blow: 
Thus oft they rear, and oft the head decline, 

As breathe, or pauſe, by tits, the airs divine. 

And now to this fide, now to that they nod, 395 
As verſe, or profe, infufe the drowzy god. 
Thrice Budgel aim'd to ſpeał, but thrice ſuppreſt - 
By potent Arthur, knock'd his chin and breaft. 
Toland and Tindal, prompt at prieſts to jeer, 

Yet filent bow'd to Chri/?”s no kingdom here. 4e9 
Who fat the neareſt, by the words o'ercome, 

Step aa the e nodded to the hum. 


VARIATIONS. 
Ver. 399. in the firſt edition'it was, 


Callins and Tindal, prompt at prieſts to jeer. _ | 


REMARRS. 


ear, to read them without perceiving the heavineſs that lags in 
te the verſe, to imitate the action it de feribes. The ſimile of the 
1 pines is very juſt and well adapted to the ſubject;“ ſays an ene- 
my, in his eſſay on the Dunciad, p. 17. 
Ver. 397. Thrice Hangel aim d to ſpeat; ' Fal for kis 
ſpeeches on many occaſions about the South- ſca ſcheme, tc. He 
js a very ingenious gentleman, and hath written ſome excellent 
4 epilogues to plays, and one final piece on love, which is very 
« pretty.” Jacob! Lives of Pocts, vol. ii. p. 289. Bat this 

ntleman fince made bimſelf much more eminent, and perſonal- 
7 well known, to the greateſt ſtateſmen of all parties, as well as 
to all the courts of law in this nation. 

Ver. 399. Tolond and Tindal,, Two perſons, not to happy as 
to be obſcure, who writ againſt the religion of their country. To- 
land, the author of the Atheiſts Liturgy, called Pantheifticon, was 

a ſpy in pay to Lord Oxford. Tindal was author of the Firs 
of the Chriſtian Church, and Chriflianity as old as the creation. He 
alſo wrote an abuſive pamphlet againſt Earl $——-, which was 
_ ſappreſled, while yet in MS. by an eminent perſon, then out of 
the miniſtry, to whom he ſhowed it, expecting his approbation : 
this doctor afterwards publiſhed the ſame piece, mutatis mutundis, 
againſt that very perſon. 

Ver. 400. Chriſt's no kingdom, &c.] This is faid by Curl, Key 
the Dunciad, to allude to a ſermon of a Reverend biſhop. Thea 


„ 


| al — — 
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Then down are roll'd the books ; ſtretch'd o'er 'em hes 
Fach gentle clerk, and mutt'ring ſeals his eyes. 

As what a Dutchman pluaps into the lakes, 405 
One circle firſt, and then a — makes; 

What Dulneſs dropt among her ſons impreſt 

Like motion from one circle to the reſt: 

So from the midmoſt the nutation ſpreads. 

Round and more round, o'er all the * of heads. 410 
At laſt Centlivre felt her voice to fail, | 
Motteux himſelf unfiniſh'd left his tale, 

Boyer the ftate, and Law the ſtage gave ober, 


Morgan and Mandevil could prate no more; 


Norton, from Daniel and Oſtrœa ſprung, 415 
Bleſe'd with his father's front, and mother's tongue, 
Hung 
VARIATIONS, 


Ver. 413. in the firſt edit. it was, 
p s and T the church and ſtate gave o'er, 
Nor *** talk'd, nor S—— whilper'd more: 


REeMARKS. 


Ver. 411. Centlivre] Mrs. Suſannah Centlivre, wife to Mr. 
Centlivre, yeoman of the month to his Majeſty. She writ many 
plays, and a ſong (ſays Mr. Jacob, vol i. p. 32,) before the was 
ſeven years old. She alſo writ a ballad againſt Mr. Pope's Homer, 
before he began it. . N | 

Ver. 413. Boyer the flute, and Law the ae gave oer, ] A. Boy- 
er, a voluminous compiler of annals, political collections, &c.— 
William Law, A. M. wrote with great zeal againſt the ſtage ; Mr. 
Dennis anſwered with as great. Their books were printed in 1726. 
Mr. Law affirmed, that Ihe playhouſe is the temple of the 
« devil ; the peculiar pleaſure of the devil; where all they who 
© go, yield to the devil; where all the laughter is a laughter 
among devils; and all who are there are hearing mulic in the 
very porch of hell.” To which Mr. Dennis replied, that There 
is every jot as much difference between a true play, and one 
« made by a poctaſter, as between tee religious books, the Bible 
and the Alcoran. Then he demonſtrates, that * all thoſe whe 
had written againſt the ſtage were Facebites and Nonjurors ; 


IMITATIONS, 


Ver. 410. O'er all the ſea of heads.} 
A waving ſea of heads was round me ſpread, : 
And ſtill freſh ſtreams the gazing deluge fed. | 
— Blackm, Job. 
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Hung filent down his never-bluſking kekil; * 

And of was huſh'd, as Folly's felf lay dead. 

Thus the ſoft gifts of fleep AN the day, 

And ſtretch'd on n butks, as uſual, poets la. 420 


RrMARKS. 


« and did it always at a time when ſomething was to be done for 
* the Pretender. Mr. Collier publiſhed | his ſhort view, when 
« France declared for the Chevalier; and his Diduaſive, juſt at 
1% the great form, when the devaſtation which that hurricane 
* wrought, had amazed and aſtogilbed the minds of men, and 
made them obnoxions to melancholy and defponding thoughts, 
Mr. Law took the oppottunity to attack the ſtage upon the great 
preparations he heard were making abroad, and which the Face. 
* bites flattered themſelves were deboned. in their favour. And 
N as for Mr. Bedford's Serious Remonſtrance, though I know no- 
thing of the time of publiſhing it, yet I dare to lay odds it was 
either upon the Duke d'Aumont's being at Somerſet - houſe, or 
% upon the late retellien.” DERNISs, Stage defended againſt Mr. 
Law, p. alt. The fame Mr. Law is $x, . of a book, intitled, 
An appeal” 70 all that doubt of or di Zelieve the trith of the geſpel, 
in which he has detailed a ſyſtem of the rankeſt Spinoziſm, for the 
moſt exalted theology; and amongſt other things as lare, has in- 
formed us of this, that Sir Iſaat Newton ſtole the principles of his 
phbiloſophy from one Jacob Echmen, a 7 cobler. 
Ver. 414. . A writer againſt religion, diſtinguiſhed no 
* + otherwiſe-from the rabble of his tribe, than by the 1 
of his title; for having ſtolen his morality from Tindal, and his 
philoſophy from Spinoza, he calls himſelf, by the iy of 
England, a Moral Philoſe ber. 
did. Zfandevil] This writer, who prided himſelf as Woch in 
- the reputation of an Jmmoral Phileſepher, was author of a famons 
- book called The Fable of the Bees ; written to prove, that moral 
virtue is the invention of knaves, and Chriſtian virtue the impo- 
ſition of fools; and that vice\is neceſſary, and alone ſufficient to 
render ſociety flouriſhing and happy. 

Ver. 415. Norton] Norton de Foe, offspring of the famous Da- 
-niel. "Fortes, creautur fortibus. One of the authors of the Flying 
- Poſt, in which-well-bred-work Mr. P. had ſometimes the honour 

to be abuſed with his betters; and of many hired ig 095398 and 
| daily papers, to ere cakes never ſet his name. | 
1 } 
N 


Ver. 178 And all was huſ#d, as Folly's.felf lay dead. 1 Alludes 
to Dryden's verſe in the Indian Emperor: 


« All things are buſh'd, as nature's elf lay dead. · 
1 18 | N 
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Why ſhould I fing, what bards the nightly Muſe 


Did ſlumb'ring viſit, and convey to ſtews ; 

Who prouder march'd, with magiſtrates in ſtate, 

To ſome fam'd round- houſe, ever open gate! 

How Henley lay inſpir'd beſide a fink, 425 

And to mere mortals ſeem'd a prieſt in drink: 

While others, timely, to the neighb'ring Fleet 

(Haunt of the Muſes) made their ſafe retreat. 
REMARKS, : 


Ver. 426. And to mere mortals ſeem'd a prieſt in drink:) This 
line preſents us with an excellent moral, that we are never to paſs 
judgment merely by appearances ; a leſſon to all men, who may 
happen to ſee a reverend perſon- in the like ſituation, not to deter- 


mine too raſhly : ſince not only the poets frequently deſcribe a 
bard inſpired in this poſture, 


(On Cam's fair bank, where Chaucer lay infpir'd, 


and the like), but an eminent Caſuiſt tells us, that © if a prieſt be 
« ſeen in any indecent action, we ought to account it a deception of 
« ſight, or illuſion of the devil, who ſometimes takes upon him 
« the ſhape of holy men on purpoſe to cauſe ſcandal.” 


Ver. 427. Fleet] A priſon for inſolvent debtors on the bank of 
the ditch, 
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After the ather perſons are diſpoſed in their proper plates 
of reſt, the Geddeſs tranſports the king to her temple, 
and there lays him is flumber with his head on her lap: 

A poſition of marvellous virtue, which cauſes all the vi- 
ions of auiid enthufiaſts, projettors, politicians, inamo- 
ratos, caſtle-builders, chemiſts, au poets. He is im- 
mediately-carried on the wings of. Fancy, and led by 4 
mad poetical Sibyl, to the Elyſian thade 5 where, ou 
the banks of Lethe, tbe fouls of the dull are dipped by 
Bavius, before their, <ntranee-into this world. There 
he is met by the ghoſt of Seutle, and by him ine ac- 

' yuainted.avith the wonders of the place, and with theſe 
which he bimfelf” is deſtined to "perform. He tali him 
te a Monnt of Viſion, from whence he ſhows him the 
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© paſt triumphs of the Empire of Dulneſs, then the pre- 
*. and laſtly the Juture . bows, ſmall & part of the 
A was ever conquered by Science, Hau ſoon-:thoſe = 
conqueſts were flopptd, and thoſe very natitns again re- 3 4 
duced to her domi nion. Then Aa mhig the ifland 
of Great Britain, ſheu by what aids, by what per- 
ont, and by what degrees, it all be brought to her 
entire. Some of the perſons he cauſes to paſs in re- 
view before his eyes, deſcribing each by his proper figure, 
character, and qualifications;. On 'a Judden' the ſcene 
- ſhifts, and a vaſi number of miracles and prodigies 
fear, utterly ſurpriſing and unknown to the King him- 
ſelf, till they are explained to be the wonders of his own 
reign now commencing. On this ſubjed Settle breaks 
into a congratulation, yet not unmixed with concern, 
that his own times were but the types of theſe. He 
N 2  prophejies 


148 ARGUMENT. 
 prophefies how the firſt nation ſhall be over-run with 


4 farces, operas, and ſhows: how the throne of Dul. 
3 neſs ſhall be advanced over the theatres, and ſet up 

3 even at court : then how her ſons ſhall preſide in the 
ſeats of arts and ſciences : iving a glimpſe, or Pif- 
gab ſigbi of the future falnefe of her glory, the accom- 


pliſhment whereof is the ſubject of the fourth and last 
books # ; : 
4 
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B 0 1 K m. 
BY in her tewple's lat receſs inclos'd, 


On Dalneſs' lap th anointed head repos'd, 
cloſe ſhe curtains round with vapours blue, 
nd ſoft beſprinkles with Cimmerian dew, 2 
hen raptures high the ſeat of Senſe o'erflow, 5 
Which only heads refin'd from Reaſon know. 
Hence, from the ſtraw where Bedlam's prophet nods, 
He hears loud oracles, and talks with gods? ; 
Hence the fool's paradiſe, the ſtateſman's ſcheme, | 
The air-built caſtle, and the golden dream, n 10 
The maid's romantic wiſh, the chemiit's h | 
And poet's viſion of eternal fame. 
Aud now on Fancy's eaſy wing convey d, 
The "a SENG views th Elyſian thade. 


„ REMARKS. 

Ver, 5, 6, tos. Hereby it is intimated that 3 
is no more than the chimera of the drcamer's brain, {Not 2 
real or intended fatire an the preſent age, doubtleſs more, learned, 
more enlightened, and wore abounding with great geniuſes in divi- 
nity, politics, and whatever arts and ſciences, than all the preceding, 
For fear of any ſuch miſtake of our poet's honeſt meaning, he — 

again, at the end of the viſion, repeated this monition, ſnying, 
that it all paſſeg through the ivory gate, which (according to the 
— denoteth Falſity. Scxrsr. 

How much the good Seriblerus was miſtaken, may be ſeen hom 

the ae he had never ſcen. 


Bx. 


x IMITAT10NS, | 
Ver. 75 8. Hence from the firaw where Bedlam ; prophet ned, 
He bears loud oracles, and talks with gods :} 
Et varias audit voces, fruiturque deorum | ** 
*Colloquio =——— | Virg. An. viii. 
N; A flip- 
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A flip- ſnod Sibyl led his fleps along, | 15 


In lofty madneſs meditating ſong; 
Her treſſes ſtaring from poetic dreams, 
And never waſh'd, but in Caſtalia's ſtreams. 
Taylor, their better Charon, lends an oar, 
(Once ſwan of Thames, tho” now he ſings no more); 
Benlowes, propitious {till to bloc kheads, bows ; 21 
And Shadwell nods the poppy on his brows. 
Here, 


7 


REMARRKS. 


Ver. 15. A flip fad Sibyl] This allegory is extremely juſt, no 
conformation of the mind ſo much ſubjecting it to real madneſs, 
as that which produces real du/n;ſs. Hence we find the religious 
{as well as the poetical) enthuſiaſts of all ages were ever, in their 
natural ſtate, moſt heavy and lumpiſn; but on the leaft applica- 
tion of heat, they run like lead, which of all metals falls quickeſt 
into fuſion. ' Whereas fire in a genius is truly Promethean, it 
hurts not its conſtituent parts, but only fits it (as it does well tem- 
pered ſteel) for the neceſſary impreſſions of art. But the common 
people have been taught (I do not know on what foundation) to 
regard lunacy as a mark of vt, juſt as the Turks and our modern 
Methodiſts do of blineſs. Eut if the cauſe of madneſs aſſigned 
by a great philoſopher be true, it will pnavoidably fall upon the 
dunces. He ſuppoſes it to be the drve/ling over-long on one object 
or idea ; now as this attention is occaſioned either by grief or ſtu- 
dy, it will be fixed by dulneſs; which hath not quickneſs enough 
to comprehend what it ſeeks, nor force and vigour enough to divert 
the imagination from the object it laments. 

Ver. 19. Taylor] John IJ aylor, the water-poet, an honeſt man, 
who owns he learned not ſo much as the accidence; a rare exam- 
e pact 1 | 


« J muſt confeſs I do wank eloquence, 

« And never ſcarce did learn my accidence ; 
% For having got from pe//um to poſſet, 

* 1 there was gravell'd, could no farther get.” 


He wrote fourſcore books in the reign of James I. and Charles I. 
and afterwards (like Edward Ward) kept an alchouſe in Long · acre. 


He died in 1654. 
Ver. 21. Benlowes,} A country gentleman, famous for his own 


bad poetry, and for patroniſing bad poets, as may be ſeen from 


. 
Ver. 15. A fiip-fbod Siby!l]. | 
% Conclamat vates 
* ——furens antro ſe immiſit aperto. - Ving. 


r _—_— ws 


\ 
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Here, in a duſky vale where Lethe rolls, 

Old Bavius fits, to dip poetic ſouls, 

And blunt the ſenſe, and fit it for a ſcull 25 
Of ſolid proof, impenetrably dull: 

Inſtant, when dipt, away they wing their fliglit, 
Where Brown and Mears unbar the gates of light, 


Demand | 


* 
REMARKS. 
many dedications of Quarles, and others to him. Some of theſe 
anagrammed his name, Berlozwes into Benevelus : to verify which, 
he ſpent his whole eſtate upon them. 

Ver. 22. And Shadwell nods the poppy, &c.] Shadwell took 
opium for many years, and died of too large a doſe, in the year 
1692. ; 

Ver 24. Old Bavius fits,] Bavius was an ancient poet, ccle- 
brated by Virgil for the like cauſe as Bays by our author, though 
not in ſo Chriſtian-like a manner : for heatheniſhly it is declared 
by Virgil of Bavius, that he onght to be hated and deteted for his, 
evil works: Dui Bavium non odit; whereas we have often had 
occaſion to obſerve our poet's. great good-nature and mercifulneſs 
through the whole courſe of this poem. Skis. 

Mr. Dennis warraly contends, that Bavius was no Inconſiderable 
author; nay, that © he and Mzvins had (even in Auguſtus's days) 
« a yery formidable party at Rome, who thought them much 
« ſuperior to Virgil and Horace: for (faith he) I cannot believe 
* they would have fixed that eternal brand upon them, if they 
« had not been coxcombs in more than ordinary credit.“ Rem. 
on Pr. Arthur, part ii. c. 1. An argument which, if this poem 
ſhould laſt, will conduce to the honour of the gentlemen of the 
Dunciad. 

Ver. 23. Brown and Mears] Bookſellers, printers for any body. 
—The allegory of the ſouls of the dull coming forth in the form 
of books, dreſſed in calf's leather, and being let abroad in vaſt 
numbers by bookſellers, is ſufficiently. intelligible. 


7 


IufrATIONs. 
Ver. 23. Here, in a duſty vale, &c.] 
« Videt ZEneas in valle reducta 
« gSecluſum nemos——— 
Lethzumque domus placidas qui prænatat amnem, e. 
Hunc circum innumerz gentes, c.“ Virg. En. vi. 


Ver. 24. Old Bavius fits, to dip poetic ſouls,] Alluding to the 
ſtory of Thetis dipping Achilles to render him impenetrable: 


« At pater Anchiſes penitus convalle virenti 


AIncluſas animas, ſuperumque ad lumen ituras, 1 
Luſtrabat ——— Virg. An. vi. 


om OW,” OE OD TER RG RA 9 a ce ro 
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Demand new bodies, and in calf's array 

Ruſh to the world, impatient for the day. 30 
Millions and millions on theſe banks he views, 

Thick as the ſtars of night, or marning · de ws, 

As thick as bees o'er vernal bloſſoms fly, 

As thick as eggs at Ward in pillo rr. 


i. Wond'ring he gaz'd : when lo! a ſage appears, 35 


By his broad ſhoulders known, and length of cars, 
1 CV Known 


— 4 


975 Fs *  "RemManks. 1 5 
Ver. 34. Ward ia pillory.] John Ward of Hackney, Eſq; mem - 


ber of Parliament, being convicted of forgery, was firſt expelled 


the Houſe, and then ſentenced to the pillory on the 17th of Fe- 
bruary, 1727. Mr. Curl (having likewiſe ſtood there) looks upon 
the mention of ſuch a gentleman in a fatire, as a great ad of lar- 
barity ; Key to the Dunciad, 3d edit. p. 16. And another author 


thus upon it; Durgen, 8vo. p. 11, 12. How unworthy 


is it of Chriſtian charity to animate the rabble to abuſe a worthy 
nas in ſuch a ſituation ? What could move the poet thus to 
mention a brave ſufferer, a gallant priſoner expoſed to the view 
* of all mankind! It was laying aſide his /en/es, it was committing 
« a crime for which the /aw is deficient\not to punjſh him! nay, 


u crime which man can ſearce forgive, or time efface / Nothing 


« ſurely could have induced him to it but being bribed by a great 
« lady,” Wc. (to whom this brave, heneſt, worthy gentleman 
was guilty of no offence but forgery, proved in open court), But it 
is evident, this verſe could not be meant ef him; it being notori- 
that no eggs were thrown at that gentleman. Perhaps, theres 
„it might be intended of Mr Edward Ward the poet, when 

he ſtood there, SPE. | | 
Ver. 36. And length of cars,] This is a /opbifticated reading. 1 
woo I may venture to aſſirm all the copyiſts are miſtaken here: 
"believe I may fay the fame of the critics; Dennis, Oldmixon, 
Welſted, have paſſed it in filence. I have alſo ſtumbled at it, and 
wondered how an error fo manifeſt could eſcape ſuch accurate per- 
ſons. I dare aſlert it proceeded originally from the inadvertepcy 
of ſome tranſcriber, whoſe head ran on the pillory, mentioned 
two lines before : it is therefore amazing that Mr. Curl himſelf 


mould overlook it! Yet that ſcbaligſ takes not the Jeaft notice 


ImITATIONS. 


Ver. 28. unbar the gates of light,] An hemiſtie of Milton. 


Ver. 31, 32. Millions and millions — Thick as the flars, &c.] * 
* Quam multa in ſilvis autumni frigore primo 43 

- * Lapfa cadunt folia, aut ad terram gurgite ab alto 

; Virg. En. vi. 
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Known by the band and ſuit which Settle wore 

(His only ſuit) for twice three years before: 

All as the veſt, appear'd the wearer's frame, 

Old in new ſtate, another yet the ſame. 40 
Bland and familiar as in life, begun | 
Thus the great father to the greater ſon : 


. 


REMARKS, 


hereof. That the learned Miſt alſo read it thus, is plain from his 
ranging this paſſage among thoſe in which our author was blamed 
for perſonal ſatire on a man's face, (whereof doubtleſs he might 
take the ear to be a part); fo likewiſe Concanen, Ralph, the Fly- 
ing Poſt, and all tlie herd of commentators —+ Tota armenta ſe- 
« quuntur,”” 

A very little ſagacity (which all theſe gentlemen therefore want« 
ed) will reſtore us to the true ſenſe of the poet, thus, 


„ By his broad ſhoulders known, and length of years.” 


dee how eaſy a change; of one ſingle letter! That Mr. Settle was 
old, is moſt certain; but he was Thappily) a ſtranger to the pillory. 
This note partly Mr. TyeoBaLD's, partly Sci. 

Ver. 37. Settle] Flkanah Settle was once a writer in vogue, as 
well as Cibber, both for diamatic poetry, and politics. Mr. Den- 
nis tells us, that he was a formidable rival to Mr. Dryden, and 
« that in the univerſity of Cambridge there were thoſe who gave 
him the preference.” Mr, Welſted goes yet farther in his be- 
half: Poor Settle was formerly the mighty rival of Dryden; 
„ nay, for many years, bore his reputation abzve him;“ Pref. to 
his poems, 8vo, p. 31. Ard Mr. Milbourn cried out, How 
« 4fittle was Dryden able, even when his blood run high, to de- 
“ fend himſelf againſt Mr. Settle !'* Notes on Dryd. Virg. p. 175. 
Theſe are cemfortable opinions! and no wonder ſome authors in- 
dulge them. | 

He was author or publiſher of many noted pamphlets in the time 
of King Charles II. He anſwered all Dryden's political poems; and 
being cried up on one fide, ſucceeded not a little in his tragedy of 
the Empreſs of Morocco, (the firſt that was ever printed with 
cuts). % Upon this he grew inſolent; the wits writ againſt his 
play, he replied, and the town judged he had the better, In 
* ſhort, Settle was then thought a very formidable rival to Mr. 
* Dryden; and not only the town but the univerſity of Cam- 
* bridge was divided which to prefer; and in both places the 
* younger fort inclined to Elkanah.” Dexnrs, Pref, to Rem. on 
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-*Oh born to ſee what none can ſee-awake 1 -* 2 


Behold the wonders of th' oblivious lake. * 
Thou, yet unborn, haſt touch'd this ſacred ſhore; 45 
The hand of Bavius drench'd thee o'er and o'er. 
But blind to former as to future fate, 

What mortal knows his pre-exiftent Rate ? 

Who knows how Jong thy tranſmigrating ſoul 

Might from Beeotian to Bœotian roll? 50 
How many Strange the vouchſaf'd to thrid? 
How _ ges thro? old monks ſhe rid? 
Andal . ſince, i in wild benighted days, _ 


2 1 the owl's ivy with the poet's hays... SHE £3 | 


As man's meanders to the vital ſpring 665g 
Roll all their tides, then back their circles bring; 
Oc whirligigs, twirl'd round by ſkilfol ſwain, _ 15 
Suck the thread in, then yield it out àgain: | 
All nonſenſe thus, of old or. modern date, 3 
Shall i io the centre, from thee circulate. ++ 


or this our Queen unfolds to viſion tene 
_ . eye, for thou haſt much to view: 


r * 0 +! ai 05 $435 Db wh 
aw -% 5 == by + 
Ryan f f 


Ver. $0. Might from Bæotian, &c.) - Birotia lay under the vid · 
Se of the wits formerly, as Ireland does now i. though A | 


of the grepte} ports, and one 95 the Lb 2 
e. | 1 
„ Brotum ende jurates a 1K Batu.“ Hofrat. 
3323 8 ; . 

"Ver. 54 iir uu. u, ry with the poet's boys] Conti 


15 — ho ay 273 et 5 WS wy 


Ver. 10 65 For this our ween un faldi to viſion true g 
mental 252 for 7 54. 2. view : 


This has rail to the ther pugs in Milkon, hgh xl, whe. 


the angel - 

*« To noble Gghts from Adam's eye An 
*The film ; then purg'd with euphraſie and rue 
The viſual nerve—for be lad much to ſee," 


Day 


There i» grnea dite i what fllons 10 that whole epiſode. 
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Old ſcenes of 2 times long eaſt behind, 
Shall, firſt recall'd, ruſh forward te thy mind: 
Then ſtrcteh thy fight o'er all ber riſing reign, 63 


And let the paſt and future fire thy brain. F 
Aſcejd.this hill, whoſe cloudy point commands 
Her boundleſs empire over ſeas and lands. 


See, roufid the poles where keener fpangles ſhine, ' 
W here ſpices ſras ke beneath the burning line. 
{Earth's wide extremes), her fable flag ae, 
And alk the nations cover'd in her ſhade ! 

Far eaſtward caſt thine eye, from whence the ſon 
And brient ſeience their bright courſe begun: : 
Cne godlike monarch all that pride confounds, 75 
He, whoſe long wall the my Tartar bounds þ | 


2 


8 122 ' 
Ver. 73. in the former edition, 


Far eaſtward caſt thine eye, from whence the fun 
And orient fcjence at @ birth begun. 


He was thought to contradict that line ke as adi 
l elueſt times ere mortals writ or read,” : 


which ſuppoſes the ſan and ſcience did not fet ont together,” it "was 
altered to their bright courſe begun.“ _ this Een an | 
eſtaped the gentlemen of the Dunciad. FN 
2 N 5 9 
| REMARKS. 4 
„Ver. 67. Aſcend this bill, &c.] The ſcencs of this viſion are re- 
parkebls for the order of their appearance. Firſt, from ver. 67, 


to 73, thoſe places of the globe are ſhewn where Science never - 


toſe z then, from. ver. 74, to 33, thoſe where ſne was deſtroyed 
by Tyranny ; from ver. 85, to 95, by mundations of Barbarians ; 
from ver. 96, to 106, by Superſiition. Then Rome, the miſtreſs of 
arts, deſcribed in bet degeneracy ; and Jaſtly, Britain, the ſcene of 
the action of the poem: which forniſhes the oecaſion of drawing 
but the progeny of Dufneſs in review. 
Ver. 69. See round the poles, Kc. ] Almoſt the * ſouthern 
=, N continent wrapt in i ignorance: | 

er. 73. Our author favours the opinion that all ſciences came 
* the eaſtern nations. 
Ver. 55. Chi-Ho-am-ti Emperor of China, the ſame who built 
the great wall between China and N PILL SONY books 
and learned men of that e r | | 
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*Heav'ns! what a pile! whole ages periſh: there, 
And one bright blaze turns learning into air. 
Phbence to the ſouth extend thy gladden'd eyes 
There rival flames with equal glory riſe, 
From ſhelves to ſhelves ſee greedy Vulcan roll, 
And lick up all their phyfic, of the ſoul, 
Ho little, mark! that portion of the ball, 

Where, faint at beſt, the beams of ſcience fall ! 
Soon as the dawn, from Hyperborean ſkies 
Embody'd dark, what clouds of Vandals riſe ! 
Le! where Mrotis ſleeps, and hardly flows 
The freezing Tanais thro? a waſte of ſnows; 
Fhe north by myriads pours her mighty ſons, 
Great nurſe of Goths, of Alans, and of Huns-! 90 
See Alaric's ſtern port! the martial frame 
Of Genſerie! and Attila's dread name! 
| See the bold Oftrogoths on Latium fall; 
See the fizrce Viſigoths on Spain and Gaul! | 
See, where the morning gilds the palmy thore, 95 
(The ſoil that arts and infant letters bore), | , 
His conqu”ring tribes th? Arabian prophet dae. 
And ſaving ignorance enthrones by laws. 
See Chriitians, Jews, one heavy Sabbath keep, 


* 


\ 


And all the weſtern world believe and ſleep. 100 


Lo! Rome herſelf, proud miſtreſs now no more 
Of. arts, but thund'ring 14825 heathen lore; 
6 RUTA ET | Her 


n 


Ver. "OW Wh Thie Caliph, Omar I. having conquered Egypt; 
chuſed his general to burn the Ptolomzan library, on the gates of 


which was this inſcription; Y IX H x IATPEION, the Phyſic of: 
the ſoul. 

Ver. 96. { The foil that arts and infant letters bere J] Phœnicia) 
Syria, &c. where letters are faid to have been invented. In theſe 
countries Mahomet began his conqueſts. 

Ver. 102.. thund'ring againſt beathen lore ; ] A ſtrong inſtance of 
this pious rage is placed to Pope Gregory's account. John of Sa- 
liſbury gives a very odd encomium of this Pope, at the ſame time 
that he mentions one of the ſtrangeſt effects of this exceſs of zeal: 
in him: (Doctor ſanctiſſi mus ille Gregorius, qui malleo przdica-- 
tionis imbre totam rigavit et incbriavit eccleſiam; non modo Ma- 
theſin juſſit abaula, fed, ut traditur a majoribus, incendio didit 2 
batz lectionis ſcripta, Palatinus quæcunque tenebat Apollo. 9 


| 
| 
| 
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Her grey-hair'd ſynods damning books unread; 
And Bacon trembling for his brazen head. y | 
Padua, with ſighs, beholds ber Livy burn, 1056 | 
And even th' Antipodes Vir ilius mourns | 5 
See the cirque falls, th' unpillar'd temple nods, 
Streets pav'd with heroes, 'T'yber choak'd with gods: i 
Till Peter's keys ſome chriſt'ned Jove adorn, . 
And Pan to Moſes lends his pagan hora; 110 
See graceleſs Venns to a virgin turn'd, 
Or Phidias broken, and Apelles bura'd. . 
Behold yon iſle, by palers, pilgrims trod, 
Men bearded; bald, cowl'd, uncowl'd, ſhod, unſhod, 
peel'd, patch'd, and pyebald, linſey- wolſey brothers, 
Grave mummers ! ſleeveleſs ſome, and ſhirtleſs others. 
That once was Britain—Happy ! had ſhe ſeen 117 
No fiercer ſons, had Eaſter never been. 
| - In 
| REeMaARKs. 
in another place: * Fertur beatus Gregorius bibliothecam com- 
« buſſifle gentilem ; quo divinz paginz gratior eſſet locus, et major 
« authoritas, et diligentia ſtudioſior.“ Deſiderius, Archbiſhop of 
Vienna, was ſharply reproved by him for teaching grammar and 
literature, and explaining the poets; becauſe (ſays this Pope) © In 
« unoſe ore cum Jovis laudibus Chriſti laudes non capiunt: Et quam 
grave nefandumque fit Epiſcopis canere quod nec laico religiofo 
« conveniat, ipſe conſidera.” He is ſaid, ameng the reſt, to have 
burned Livy ; © quia in ſuperſtitienibus et ſacris Romanorum perpe- 
tuo veiſatur. Ihe fame Pope is accuſed by Voſſius, and others, 
of havigg cauſed the noble monuments of the old Roman magni- 
ficence to be deſtroyed, leſt thoſe who came to Rome ſhould give 
more attention to triumphal arches, &c. than to holy things. 
Bayle, Dict. robin of, Ts his 
Ver. 109. Till Peter's heys ſome chriſt ned Jove adorn,] After 
the government of Rome devolved to the Popes, their zeal was 
for ſome time exerted in demoliſhing the heathen temples and ſta. 
tues, ſo that the Goths ſcarce deſtroyed more monuments of an- 
tiquity out of rage, than theſe out of devotion, At length they 
ſpared ſome of the temples, by converting them to churches; and 
ſome of the ſtatues, by modifying them to images of faints. In 
much later times, it was thought neceflary to change the ſtatues of 
Apollo and Pallas, on the tomb of Sannazarins, into David and 
Judith; the lyre eaſily became a barp, and the Gorgon's head 
turned to that of Holofernes. 8 
Ver. 117, 118. Happy /——bad Eafter never been!] Wars 
in England anciently, about the right time of celebrating Eaſter, 
Vor. III. O a 2 ; 


— 
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In peace, great Goddeſs, ever be ador'd ; | 
How keen the war; if Dulneſs draw the ſword? 120 
Thus viſit not thy own ! on this bleſs'd age | 
Oh ſpread thy influence, but reſtrain thy rage. 
And ſee, my fon ! the hour is on its way, 40 
"That lifts our Goddeſs to imperial ſway ;- | 
This fav'rite iſle, long ſever'd from her reign, 1 15 
Dove- like, ſhe gathers to her wings 1 
ene ſhe aa 


Now look through fate ! bebold the 

What aids, what armies to aſſert her cauſe!  ' - / 

See all her progeny, illoſtrious ſight 1 _ | 
and count them, as they riſe to light. 130 


As Berecynthia, while her offspring vie 
In n to the mother of the ſly, | 


"Remarks. _- 77 = 


Ver. 126. Dove-lile, — This is fulfilled in the fourth 
book. 
Ver. 128. What aids, what armies to afſert Ber cauſe! | i. e. 


of 
poets, antiquaries, critics, divines, fr ers But as this re- 
the 


volution is only here ſet 9 claſſes, 

poets, they only are here particularly celebrated, and they only 
properly fall under the care and : of this colleague of Dul- 
neb, the Laureat. The others, who. finiſh the eat work, ate 
reſerved for the fourth book, uben Goddcis appears in 


beet agree | | i 1 


2455 
ver 1 1. W . 


or 10 Et fortundtamy 8 munquam armenta fuifſect.” | 
| | 8 


Ver. pa7, 129. Ne le fre e e Ke. 
| Ti . « Nune age, Dardaniam prolem quæ deinde ſequatur 


0 Gloria; al maneant Itala de gente nepotes, 


'« Iuſtres 3 in nomen a 


"(21 NEE | | ung 5. d. 
ne mee del | ety . 5 19 * 


Fell prole virüm, qualis Berecynthia water 
t & Tavehitur curru Phrygias turrita per urbes, 
Teta dedm partu, centum complexa de . 
wh * W W 
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Surveys around her, in the bleſe'd abade, 

An hundred ſons, and ev'ry ſog a god- | | 
Not with leſs glory, mighty Dulneſs 3 I 35 
Shall take thro* Grub-+ſtreet her triumphant round ; 
And her Parnaſſus glancing o'er at once, 

Behold an hundred ſons, and. each a Dunee, 

Mark fir that youth who takes the foremoſt place, 
And thruſts his perſon full into your face. 140 
With all thy father 's virtues blefs'd,. be born . 
And a new Cibber ſhall the ſtage an 

A ſecond ſee, by meeker manners known, 
And modeſt as the maid that fips alone 
From the ſtreng fate of drams if thou get free, 145" 
Another Durfey, Ward! ſhall fing in thee. 
Thee ſhall each alehouſe, thee ich gillhoufe mourn, 
And anſw'ring ginſhops ſourer ſighs return. 

Jacob, the fequrge of grammar, mark with awe, 
Nor helge dim dlupcydos of law. _ 


3 VARIATIONS, 


Ver. 149, In the firſt edition it was, 
Woollton,.the ſcourge of ſcripture, mark with awe!” 
| 4˙⁴ Fay d bluagerbubs c 


 Rtewanks: 
ver. 149. Faceb, — of -granmer, work with ewe ;þ 
* This gentleman is fon of a confiderable maitfier of Romſey, in 
« Southamptonſhire, and bred to the law under a very eminent at- 
* torney : who, between his more Jaborivus ſtudies, has diverted h 
« ſelf with poetry. He is a great admirerof poets and their wo 5. 
* which has occaſioned him to try bis genius that way.———He has 
* writ in proſe the live of the Poets, Hays, and a great many 
„ law-books, The Accomplif*d” Conveyancer, Modern ice, 
e. Girls Jacop of himfelf, Lives of Pots, vol. x. very 
gokly, and unproveked, abuſed ia that book, _ n en 
* 


ImTATIONS.. 
Ver. 139. Mart firſt that youth, &e,] 


„ile vides, pura juvenis qui nititur haſta, 2 
Proxima forte tenet lucis loca,” — _ Virg, Ku. vi- 


Ver. 141. With all thy father's virtues 5 45 be _ 44 Amas 
ner of expreſſion uſed by ecl; viii. 


* Naſcere! præ que diem yeniens age, Lycifo”— 
02. 


© - - 1 
1 
— « 94 211 3 7 
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_ Lo P—p—le's brow, tremendous to the town, 15 
Horneck's fierce eye, and Roome's funereal frown, 


Tut zun. Vanianons.”' | | 
| Ver. 151. Lo P-—p—le's brow, &. ] In the former edition, 


| | 1 Haywood, Centlivre, glories of their race, 
* 6% Lo Horneck's fierce, and Roome's funereal face.” 


: REMARKS. 
/ | Ver 249» £50. 111 fps; $1 Nef #3 
Jacob, the ſcourge of grammar, mark with awe; 
Nor leſs revere bim, blunderbuſs of lav. 
There may ſeem ſome error in theſe verſes, Mr. Jacob having 
proved our author to have a re/pe#? for him, by this undeniable 
argument: He had once a regard for my judgment; otherwiſe 
„ he would never have ſubſcribed two guineas, to me, for one 
* ſmall book in octavo.“ Jacob's letter to Dennis, printed in 
Dennis's Remarks on the Dunciad, p. 49. Therefore I ſhould 
think the appellation of &/underbuſt, to Mr. Jacob, like that of 
thunderbolt to Scipio, was meant in his honour. - © 
Mx. Dennis argues the fame way. My writings having made 
great imprefſion-on the minds of all ſenſible men, Mr. P. re- 
© pented, and, to give proof of his repentance,” ſubſcribed to 
« my two volumes of fcle& works,” and afterwards to my two 
“ volumes of letters.“ Ibid. p. 80. We ſhould hgnce believe, 
the name of Mr. Dennis hath alſo erept into this poem by ſome 
miſtake. But from hence, gentle reader! thou mayſt beware, 
when thou giveſt thy money to ſuch authors, not to flatter thyſelf 


D nene MH m»=© 


„ 


that thy motives are good · nature or charity. 


CLE 


£0 IMITATIONS. 
7 As alſo that of patriis virtutibus, Ecl. iv. Y | 
- It was very natural to ſhew to the hero, before all others, his 
own ſon, who had already begun to emulate him in his theatrical, 
poetical, and even political capacities. By the attitude in which 
| he here preſents himſelf, the reader may be cautioned againſt 
| * aſeribing wholly to the father the merit of the epithet , Cibberian, 
| which is <qually to be underſtood with an eye to the ſon. 
Ver. 145. From the firong fate of drams if thou get free,] 
* {i qua fata aſpera rumpas, , | 
Tu Marcellus ęris ; Virg. Mn. vi. 
Ver. 147. Thee foall each alebouſe, &c.] n 
Te nemus Anguitiæ, vitrea te Fucinus una 
J 4 Te liquidi flevere lacus. mE. vil 
fl Virgil again, Ecl. x. | TR VF 
| +: etiam lauri, etiam flevere myricz, &c. ' 
Ver. 150. Ving En. vi——* duo fulmina belli 
« Scipiadas, cladem Libyz !”” 9 


7 by 


ber IH. 


e 


Lo 
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Lo ſneering Goode, half malice and half whim, 
A fiend in glee, ridicutouſiy grim, | 
Each cygnet ſweet, of Bath and Tunbridge race, 155. 
Whoſe tuneful whiſtling makes the waters paſs: 
Each ſongſter, riddler, ev*ry nameleſs name, 
All croud, who foremoſt ſhall be dama'd to fame. 
Some train in rhyme z- the Mules, on theit racks, 
Scream like the winding of ten thouſand jacks: 169 
Some free from rhyme or reaſon, rule or check, 
Break Priſcian's head, and Pegaſus's neck ; 


443.5... VARIATIONS: | | | 

Ver. 157. Each ſong ſſer, riddler, &c.] In the former gdit. 

Lo Bond and Foxton, ev'ry nameleſs name. I 
Aſter ver. +58, in the firſt edit. followed, = 
How proud, how pale, how carneſt all appeac ! 
How rhymes eternal gingle in their car! * * 
| | REMARKS. - + Ws 

Ver. 15 2. Horneck and Rome] Theſe two were virulent party - 
writers, worthily coupled together, and one would think prophie-- 

lly, ſince, after the publiſhiag of this piece, the former dying, 
theilatter ſucceeded him in honor and . employment. The: firſt was 
Philip Horneck, author of a Billingfzate paper, called the High 
German Doctor. Edward Reoipe was fon of an undertaker far 
funcrals in Fleet Street, and writ ſome of the papers called Paſquin, 
where, by, malicious inuendoes, he endeavoured to repreſent our 
author guilty of malevolent practices with a great man then'under 
proſecution. of Parliament. Of this man was made the following 
epigram 2 i , : | | 

« You aſk why Roome diyerts you with his jokes, 
% Yet if he writes, as dull as other folks 
Von wonder at it—This, Sir, is the caſe, . 
« The jeſt is loſt unleſs he prints his face. | 
P—le was the author of ſome vile plays and pamphlets. He pub- 
liſhed abuſes on our author in a paper called he Prompter, 

Ver. 153: Googe,] An ill-natured critic, who writ a ſatire on our 
author, called The mock Z£/op, and many anonymous libels in neuſ- 
papers for hire. 6 * 

Ver. 156. Whoſe tuneful wwhifiling males the tonters paſs :] There 
were ſeveral ſucceſſions of theſe fort of minor poers, at Tunbridge, 
Bath, e. ſinging the praiſe of the annuals flouriſhing for that 
ſeaſon; whoſe names indeed would de nameleſs, and therefore the 
poct Hurs them over with others in general, | | 


O 3. Dowa, 


: 
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Down; down the larum. with impetuovs whirl, 
The Pindars, and the Miltons of a Curl. 
Silence, ye wolves ! while Ralph to Cynthia howls, 
And makes night hideous—A nſ{wer him, ye owls! 166 
Senſy, ſpeech, and meaſure, living tongues and dead, 
Let all give way—and Morris may be read. 
Flow, Welſted, flow ! like thine inſpirer, beer, 
Tho? ſtale, not ripe ; tho” thin, yet never clear; 170 
£ 1 N N 80 


* 4 


REMARKS. 


Ver. x65. Ralph] James Ralph, a name inferted after the firſt 
editions, not known to our author till he writ a ſweating piece cal- 
led Sawney, very abuſive of Dr. Swift, Mr. Gay, and himſelf, 
Theſe lines allude to a thing of his, intitled Night,, a Poem. 
This low writer attended his oun works with panegyrics in the 
Journals, and once in particular praiſed himſelf highly above Mr. 
Addiſon, in wretched remarks upon that author's account of Eng- 
- gliſh poets, printed in a London Journal, Sept. 1728. He was 
-wholly illiterate, and knew no language, not even French. Being 
adviſed to read the rules of dramatic poetry before he began a play, 
he ſmiled and replied, Shakeſpeare writ without rules.“ He 
ended at laſt in the common ſink of all ſuch writers, a political 
neus - paper, to which he was recommended by his friend, Arnal, 
and reccived a ſmall pittance for pay. 4 | 


Ver. 168. Morris,] Beaaleel. See book li. 


Ver. 169. Flow, Welfied. Kc. Of this author ſee the remark 
on book ii. ver. 209, But (to be itopartial) add to it the following 
different character of him: 

Mr. Welſted had, in his youth, raiſed fo great expectations of 
his future genius, that there was a ind , ſiruggle between the 
molt eminent of the two univerſities, which d have the b 
nour of his education. To compound this, he / Gully became 3 


IMITATIONS, 
Ot; 166. Ant! mates night hideous | . 
4 —— Viſit thus the glimpſes of the *. 
« making night hideous”  Shakeſd. 
Ver. 169. Flow, Welſted, flow / r Parody on Denbun, 


Cooper's Hill. 
NE... © could I flow like thee, and make thy PRI 
My great example, as it is my theme: 
& 'Tho' deep, yet clear; tho' gentle, yet not an;: 
bs OY without rage; without o'erflowing, full!“ 


*, 
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go ſweetly mawkiſh, and fo ſmoothly dull; 


Heady, not ſtrong; o*'erflowing, tho' not full, 
Ah, Dennis! Gildon, ah! what ill-ſtarr'd rage 
Divides a friendſhip long confirm'd by age? 
75 | Blockheads 


ReMARKS. 


member of both, and after having paſſed ſome time at the one, he 
removed to the other. From thence he returned ro town, where 
he became the darling expettatiox of all the polite writers, whoſe 
encouragement. he acknowledged in his occaſional poems, in'a 
manner that will make no ſmall part of the fame of his protectors. 
It alto appears from his works, that he was happy in the patro- 
nage of the moſt illuſtrious characters of the preſeat age. Encou- 
raged by ſuch a combination in his favour, he—publiſhed a book 
of poems, ſome in the Ovidian, ſome in the Horatian manner, in 
both which the moſt exquiſite judges pronounce he even rivalled 
bis maſter.— His love-veries have reſcued that way of writin 


from contempt—In bis tranſlations, he has given us the very fo 


and ſpirit of his author. His ode—his epiſtle—his verſes—his 


love-tale—all, are the moſt perfect things in all poetry. WELSTED 


of bimſelf, Char. of the times, $vo. 1728, page 23, 24. It ſhould 


not be forgot to his honour, that he received at one time the ſum 
of 509 pounds for ſecret ſervice, among other excellent authors 
hired to write anonymouſly for the miniſtry. See report of the 


Secret Committee, c. in 1742. 

Ver. 173. Ab, Dennis { Gilden, ab /] Theſe men became the 
public ſcorn by a mere miſtake of their talents. They would needs 
turn critics of their on country writers-(juſt as Ariſtotle and Lon- 


ginus did of theirs), and diſcourſe. upon the beauties. and defects of 


com poſition: 


« How parts relate to parts, and they to whole; 
« The body's harmony, the beaming ſoul.” 


Whereas had they followed the example of thoſe microſcopes of 
wit, Kuſter, Burman, and their followers, in verbal criticiſm on 


the learned languages, their acuteneſs and induſtry might have 


raiſed them a name equal to the moſt famous of the ſcholiaſts. We 
cannot therefore but lament the late apoſtaſy of the prebendary of 
Rcchefter, who beginning in ſo good a train, has now turned ſhort 
to write comments on the Firxe-91Þe, and Dx Aus upon Shake- 
ſpcare; where we find the ſpirit of Oldmixon, Gildon, and Dennis, 
all revived in his belaboured b/ſervations. SCRIBL. 

Here, Scriblerus, in this affair öf the Fixz-s10ex, I want thy 
uſual candbur. It is true Mr. Upton did write notes upon it, but 
with all the honour and good faith in the world. He took it to be 
a panegyric on his patron. This it is to have to do with wits: a 
commerce unworthy a ſcholiaſt of fo folil learning. Alls r. 
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—— Blockheads with reaſon: wicked wits abhor, 175. 


longeſt bodily life. 


deavours diſeouraged 


And in the fifth, 
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But fool with fool is harb'rous eivil war. 
Embrace, embrace, my ſons ! be foes no wore l 
Nor glad vile poets with true critics gore. | 
Behold yon pair, in ftri& embraces join'd ; 
How like in manners, and how like i in mind !. 180 
| f Equal 


| © 45 AY | 

ver. 173. Ab, Dennis &e.] The reader, e 
the courſe of theſe notes, what a-conſtant attendance Mr, Dennis 
paid to our author and all his works, may perhaps wonder he 
ſhould be mentioned but twiee, and fo lightly touched, in this 
But in truth he looked upon him wi a for hav- 
Ea generouſly than all the reft) ſt bis name to ſuch writ. 
ings. He was alſo a very old man at this time. By his own ac- 
count of himſclf in Mr, Jacob Lives, he muſt have been above 
threeſcore, and happily lived many years after. 80 that he was 
ſenior to Mr. Durfey, who hitherto of all. our poets enjoyed the 


Ver. 179. Behold yon pair, &c.] One of theſe-was author of a 
weekly paper. called The Grumbler, as the other was concerned in 
another called Paſquin, in which Mr. Pope was abuſed with the 
Duke of Buckingham, and Biſhop of Rocheſter. They alſo joined 
in a piece againſt his firſt undertaking to tranflate the Iliad, intitled 
Homerides, by Sir Iliad Doggrel, pri 
Of the other works of theſe gen 
more, than it would of Mr. Pope's, had their united laudable en- 
him from p his ſtudies. How few 
good works had ever appeared, (fince men of true merit are always 
the leaſt preſuming) had there been always ſuch champions to ſtifle 
them in their conception? And were it not better for the public, 
that a willion of monſtets ſhould come into the * which are 


ted 1715. 
en the world has heard no 


raten 
Ver. 177. 3 * my ſons . TM no more 1] I 
En. vi. 


Ne timtaaakploatigbits bella, 
Acu patriz validas in viſcera vertite vires: 


* Tuque prior, tu parce—ſanguis-meus!” | 
ver. 179. Behold yon 3 in His embraces 2 70 ;] Virg: Ms: 


« ez ater, parivv we. fulge cn ami 
Concordes anime,” —— 


« Furyalos, forma infignis viridique juventa, 
« Niſus amore pio pueri. 


on 
L 


1 


Equal in wit, and eFually polite, 

Shall this a Paſquin, that a Grumbler write 
Like are their merits, like rewards they ſhare, 
That ſhines a conſul, this commiſſioner, 


REMARKS. 
fare to die as ſoon as born, than that the ſerpents ſhould ſtrangle 
one Hercules in his cradle ? - INE. | 


The union of theſe two authors gave occaſion to this epigram: 


„and Ducket, friends in ſpite, 

Came hiſſing out in verſe; 

“ Both were fo forward, each would write, 
So dull, cach hung an a—. 

© Thus Amphiſbœna (I have read) 
At either end aſſails; 

« None knows which leads, or which is le 
« For both heads are but tails.” | 


After many editions of this poem, the author thought fit to omit 
the names of theſe two perſons, whoſe injury to him was of fo old 
a date. In the verics he omitted, it was faid that one of them 
had a pious paſſion for the other. It was a literal tranſlation of 
Virgil, Niſus amore pio pueri—and there, as in the original, ap- 
plied to friendſhip : that between Nys and Euryalus is allowed. 
to make one of the moſt amiable epiſodes in the world, and furely 
was never interpreted in a perverſe ſenſe. But it will aſtoniſn the 
reader to hear, that, 'on no other occaſion than this line, a dedi- 
cation was written to that gentleman to induce him to think ſome- 
thing further. © Sir, you are known to have all that affection 
for the beautiful part of the creation which God and nature de- 
* ſigned —Sir, you have a very fine lady—and, Sir, you have 
eight very ſine children,” He. [ Dedic. to Dennis Rem. on the 
Rape of ihe Lock.) The truth is, the poor dedicator's brain was 
turned upon this article : he had taken into his head, that ever 
ſince ſome books were written againſt the fage, and ſince the Ita- 
lian opera had prevailed, the nation was infected with a vice not 
fit to be named: he went fo far as to print upon the ſubject, and 
concludes his argument with this remark, © That he cannot help 
* thinking the obſcenity of plays excuſable at this juncture; ſince, 
« when that execrable fin is ſpread fo wide, it may be of uſe to 
the reducing mens minds to the natnral deſire of women.” DEN- 
vie, Stage defended againſt Mr. Zaw, p. 20. Our author folemn- 
ly declared, he never heard any perſon but the dedicator mention 
that vice and this gentleman togetheg. | 
Ver. 184. That ſhines a conſul, : commiſſioner. } Such places 
were given at this time to ſuch ſort of writers. 
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But who is be, in cloſet cloſely pent, 185 
Oft ſober face, with learned duſt 8 fl | 
Right well mine eyes arede the ! Worm wightt. 
On b ſcrapes y · fed, and Wormius hight, 
| To 
Rexancs. 


er. 187. arede] Read, or peruſe ; though fates. oh} 


_ * READE THY READ, take thy ceunfaile. Thomas Stern- 
hold, in his tranſlation. of the firſt Pſalm into Engliſh metre, 
« bath wiſely made uſe of this word, "a 


The man is bleſt that hath not bent 
« To wicked KEA his car.” 


„ But in the laſt ſpurious editions of theſe ſinging pfalms, the 


« word READ is changed into men. I fay ſpurious editions, be- 
« cauſe not only here, but quite throughout, the Whole book of 
« Pſalms, are ftrange alterations, all for the worſe; and_yet the 
title - page ſtands as it uſed to do! and all (which is abominable 
„ in any book, much more in a ſacred work) is aſcribed to Tho- 
„ mas Sternhold, John Hopkins, and others. I am confident, 
were Sternhold and Hopkins now living, they would 

«</ againſt the innovators as cheats.—A. liberty, which, to ſay no 


more of their intolerable alterations, ought, by no urns to A 


permitted or approved of by ſuch as are for uniformi 


_ 4, have any regard for the 0/d Engin Saxon tongne. 7 — 


Gloſſ. on Rob. of Gloc. artic. Rug. 

I do herein agree with Mr. Hearhs: little is it ol avail to object 
that ſuch words are become unintelligible ; Gnce they are truly: 
Engliſh, men ought to underſtand them; and ſuch as are for uni- 
fermity, ſbould think all alterations in a language, frange, abo- 
zinable, and unwarrantable. Rightly therefore, I fay again, hath» 
our poet uſed ancient words, and poured them forth as à precious 


aintment upon good old Wormius in this place. Scar. 


Ibid, er wight,]  Uncouth mortal. 

Ver. 188. |Worwins hizht,] Let not this name, purely babe, 
be coneeited to mean the learned Olaus Wormius ; much leſs (as it 
was unwarrantably foiſted into the ſurreptitious editions) our own 
antiquary Mr. Thomas Hearne, who had no way aggrieved our poet, 
but on the contrary publiſhed many curious tracts which he * 

IMITATIONS. \ 
. Quis procul ille autem ramis inſignis olive, FRY 


W . 3 24 
185. But who is be, &c. ] eee 
«- Sacra ferens ?—noſco crines, incanaque menta, . 


V. 
1 Numa ; 
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To future ages may thy dulneſs laſt, 
As thou preſervꝰſt the dulneſs of the paſt! 190 
There, dim in clouds, the poring ſcholiafts mark, 
Wits, who, like owls, ſee only i in the dark ; 

A lumberhouſe of books in ev*ry head, 

For ever reading, never to be read! | 
But, where each ſcience liſts its modern type, 195 
Hiſt'ry her pot, divinity her pipe, . : 


While a philoſophy repines to ſhow, 
Diſhonett fight! his breeckes rent below ; 
= 
oy VanrariIONs. - 
Ver. 197 in the feſt edition it was, 
And proud philofophy with breeches tore, 
And Engliſh mulic with a diſmal ſcore, 
Faſt by in darkoeſs palpable infbrin'd ld 
, Br, Mn, all the poring kind. 


; Rexanns. 

are ancient. 4vords here employed, in ſpeaking of 
ae greatly delight in the fame. We may fay 2 
nghthy but —— yea, excellently, inaſmuch as for the like prac- 
tice the like praiſe is given by Mr. Hearne himſelf, Gloſſar. to 
Rob. of Gloceſter, Artic. BeueTT; © Others fay BENIGHT, 
promiſed, and ſo it is uſed excellently vol by Thomas Norton, in 

6 is cs into metre of the xxr6th Plalm, ver. 14. 


oy I to the Lord will pay my vows, 
That I to him mant.“ 


Where the modern innovators, not underſtanding the Liopdety 
of the word, (which is oy n from the — have moſt 
« untoarrantably alxered it 


« I to the Lord will pay my vows 
With joy and great delight.” 

Ver. 188. Sigbt]! * th Cumberland they ſay to bight, for to pre- 
| 2 or bo but aner, uſually fi ronifies was called; and ſo it 
« does in the north even to this day, notwithſtanding what | is done 
in Cumberland.“ Hearne, ibid. 

Ver, 192. Wits, who, like owls, &c.] Theſe few lines exactly 


deſcribe the right verbal critic: the darker his author is, the better 


he is pleaſed ; like the famous quack doctor, who put up in his 


be delightel in matters of eo ty. Somebody ſaid well of 
men, that their heads were brarics out of order. 
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lIlqbrown'd with native bronze, lo ! Henley ſtands, 
Tuning his voice, and balancing his hands. 200 
. 8 | = How 


— 


* 


| 8 Remancs. 8 
Ver. 199. lo! Henley flands, &c.] J. Henley the orator; he 


_ preached on the Sundays upon theological matters, and on the 
Wedneſdays upon all other ſciences. Each auditor paid one fhil- 


ling. He declaimed ſome years againſt the greateſt perſons, and 
occaſionally did our author that honour. WeLsTED, in Oratoty 
Tranſactions, No. t. publiſhed by Henley himſelf, gives the fol. 
lowing account of him: © He w. born at Melton-Mowbray, in 
* Leiceſterſhire. From his own pariſh-ſchool he went to St. John's 


college in Cambridge. He began there to be uneaſy ; for it 


« Hoc led him to find he was commanded to believe againſt his own 
„judgment in points of religion, philoſophy, tc. for his genius 
46 leading him freely to diſpute all propoſitions, and call all points 
« to account, he was impatient under thoſe fetters of the free-born 
«© mind.—Being admitted to prieſt's orders, he found the exami- 
« nation very ſhort and ſuperficial, and that it was not neceſſary te 
& conform to the Chriſtian religion, in order either to deaconſoi 
« or pri. He came to town, and, after having for ſome 
years been a writer for bookſcllers, he had an ambition to be ſo 
for miniſters of ſtate The only reaſon he did not riſe in the 
church, we are told, was the envy of others, and a diſrelifh 
< entertained of him, becauſe: he. was not qualified to be a com- 


«© plete ſpaniel.” However, he offered the ſervice of his pen to 


two great men, of opinions and intereſts directly oppoſite ; by 
both of whom being rejected, he ſet up a new project, and ſtyled 
himſelf the Reflorer of ancient eloquence. He thought © it as law- 
« ful to take a licence from the King and Parliament at one place, 


« as another; at Hickes's Hall, as at Doctor's Commons; ſo ſet up 


his oratory in Newport-market, Butcher-row. There (ſays his 
«© friend) he had the a urance to form a plan, which no mortal 
« ever thought of; he had ſucceſs againſt all oppoſition ; challen- 
« ped his adverſaries to fair diſputations, and none would diſpute 
« with him; writ, read, and ſtudied twelve hours a day; compoſed 


n three diſſertations a-week on all ſubjeQts; undertook to teach in 


« one year what ſchools and; univerſities teach in ones was not 
« terrified by menaces, inſults, or fatires, but {till proceeded, 
„ matured his bold ſcheme, and put the church, and all that, in 


% danger.” WELSTED, Narrative in Orat. Tranſat. No. 1. 


After having ſtood ſome proſecutions, he turned his rhetoric to 
buffoonery upon all public and private occurrences. All this paſ- 
ſein the ſame room; where ſometimes he broke jeſts, and ſome- 
28 eucbariſ..— Thi 

wonderful perſon ſtruck medals, which he diſperſed as tickets to 
bis: ſubſcribers: the device, a ſtar riſing to the meridian, with 
this motto, 4D SVMM4 ; and below, INVENIAM via Ar 
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How fluent nonſenſe trickles from his tongue! 
How ſweet the periods, neither ſaid, nor ſung ! 
Still break the benches, Henley! with thy ſtrain, 
While Sherlock, Hare, and Gibſon, preach in vain. 
Oh great reſtorer of the good old ſtage, 205 
Preacher at once, and Zany of thy age ! | 
Oh worthy thou of Egypt's wife abodes, 
A decent prieſt, where monkeys were the gods! 
But fate with butchers plac'd thy prieſtly Tall 
Meek modern faith to murder, hack, and mawl; 216 
And bade thee live, to crown Britannia's praiſe, 
In Toland's, Tindal's, and in Woolſton's days. 

Vet oh, my ſons! a father's words attend: 
(So may the fates preſerve the ears you lend). * 
'Tis your's, a Bacon or a Locke to blame, 215 
A Newton's genius, or a Milton's flame: 


REMAKES. ; 
FACIAM., This man had an hundred pounds a year given him 
for the ſecret ſervice of a weekly papet of unintelligible nonſenſ, 
called the Hyp-dodtor. 


Ver. 204. Sherloch, Hare, Gibſon,] Biſhops of Saliſbury, Chi- 


cheſter, and London; whoſe Sermons and Paſtoral Letters did ho- 


nour to their country as well as ſtations. 

Ver. 212. Of Tolard, and Tindal, ſee book ii. Tho. N oolflon was 
an impious madman, who wrote in 2 moſt inſolent ſtyle againſt the 
miracles of the goſpel, in the years 1626, Cc. | 

Ver. 213. Yet ob, my ſons! &c.] The caution againſt blaſphe- 
my here given by a departed ſon of Dulneſs to his yet exiſtin 
brethren, is, as the poet rightly intimates, not out of tenderne 
to the ears of others, but their own. And ſo we ſee that when 
that danger is removed, on the open eſtabliſhment of the Goddeſs 


in the fourth beok, ſhe encourages her ſons, and they beg aſſiſtance - 
2 they 


to pollute the ſource of light itſelf, with the ſame vi 
had before done the pureſt emanations from it. 

Ver. 215. "Tis yours, a Bacon or 4 Locke. to blame, 
| * 3 Nxwro w'. genius, or Milton flame 23 * 
Thankfully received, and freely uſed, is this gracious Reence by 
the beloved diltipte of that Prince of Cabaliftic dunces, the tre- 
mendous Hutchinſon. Hear with what heneft plainneſs he gyeat- 
eth our great Geometer. As to mathematical demonſtration 
« (faith he) founded upon the proportions of lines and circles to 
each other, and the ringing of changes upon figures, theſe have 
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But oh! with ohe, immortal one, diſpenſe, 

The ſource of Newton's light, of Bacon's ſenſe. | 
Content, each emanation of his fires —_ 0. ue 
That beams on earth, each virtue he inſpires, © 270 
Each art he prompts, each charm he can create, 
Whate'er he gives, are giv'n for you to hate. 4365 


Perſiſt, by all divine in man unaw'd,* 
But, Learn, ye Duxcks! not to ſcorn your God 
Thus he, for then a ray of reaſon ſtole . 275 


Half thro? the folid darkneſs of his ſoul; 

But ſoon the cloud return'd—and thus the Site? hn, 

See now; what Dulneſs and her ſons admire 1 © | 

See what the charms, that ſmite the ſimple ber * 

Not touebꝰd b 8 and not reach'd by art. 230 
His never - bluſhing head he turn'd aſide, 

(Not half ſo pleas'd, when Goodman prophelydj . | 
| | And 

| Kiiddits. - 3 ; 

* no wore to do with the greateſt part of philoſophy, than Tt 

* have with the Man in the Moon. Indeed, the zeal for this fort 

*« of gibberiſh. [mathematical þ pringple) is greatly abated of late; 

« and though it is now upwa twenty years that the Dagon 

« of modern philoſophers, Six Isaac Nzxwrox, has lain with 

« his face upon the ground before the Ark of God, Scripture 


« Philoſophy; for ſo long Moszs's PRIxcirta have been publi- 


ed; and the treatiſe of power gſentiai and mechanical, in which 


„ Sir Ifaac Newton's philoſophy is treated with the UTMOST 


„ coxTEMPT, has been publiſhed a dozen of years; yet is there 
not one of the whole ſociety who hath had the cob to at- 


« tempt to raiſe him up. And let him lie.” —The philofophi- 


cal principles of Mofes aſſerted, e. p. 2. by Jorios BAT, 


A. M. Chaplain to the Right Honourable the Earl of Harrington. 
Ind. 1744. Octavo. ScxiBL. | 


V 1 God.” ] See 
„ net to ſtorm your ] this ſubject purſycd, in 


Ver. 232. {not balf fo pleat d, when Goodman beſy'd,)] Mr. 
Cibber tells us, in his ie, p. T49, that N being at the 
rehearſal of a play, in which he had a part, clapped him on the 


„ ee ca ah t2 ul 


9 * 
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eee DL fp, not to ſeorm your c 
« Diſcite juſtitiam moniti, et non temnere divos,” 11 


nner wp amet oo ww 
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And: looked, and ſaw a fable 8 rs 
Swift to whoſe hand a winged volume flies: 
All ſudden, gorgons hiſs, and dragons glare, 235 
And ten- horu'd fiends and giants ruſh to war. 
Hell riſes, heav'n deſcends, and dance on earth: 
Gods, 1 impa, and monſters, muſie, rage, and mirth, 
A fire, a Jigs a battle, and a ball, 
Till one wide conflagration fwallows all. 240 
Thence a new. world, to nature's laws vok own, | 
Breaks out refulgent, with, 2 heav'n its on: 
Another Cynthia her new journey. runs . 
And other planets circle other ſuns. 1 
The foreſis dance, the rivers upward rite, | 245 
Whales ſport in woods, and dolpbins in the ſkies ; / | 
And laſt, to give the whole creation grace, 
Lo! one vaſt egg produces human race. 
Joy fills his foul, joy innocent of thought; 
What pow'r, he cries, what 49255 r theſe wonders 
wrought ? ky 2 50 


| Renanns. | 

„ d- d. - And (fays- Mr. Cibber) I make ta abe hitler | 
„Alexander himfelf, or Charles XII. of Sweden, when at the 
* head of the firſt- victorious armies, could feel 2 greater tranf- 
port in their boſoms than I did in mine.” þ 
Ver. 233. a ſable fort rer] Dr. Fauſtus, the ſabject of a ſet of 
farces, which laſted in vogue two or three ſeaſous, in which both 
playhouſes ſtrove to outdo each other for ſome years. All the e- 
travagancies in the ſixteen lines following were introduced on the 
ſtage, 2200 rey Marin 1c on 
the twentieth and thirtieth time 

Ver. 237. Hell riſes, beav'n deſeends, and dance om earth :; This 
Due abſurdity was actually repreſented in Tibbald's Rape of 

erpine. 

Ver. 248. Lo/ one ] In another of theſe farces Harle- 
gin che won ie age, at of $i Oe. | a p44 


InM1TATIONS. | 


Ver. 224. U | | g' 
date le /- aun m r Ma, vi 


Ver, 246. Whales in 2woods, and delphine in the fie ; 
e N annere Hor. 
7 20. eie 1542S; 


4 
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Son; what thou ſeck'ſt is in thee ! look, aud find 
Each monfter meets his likeneſs in thy mind. 
Yet wouldſt thou more ? in yonder cloud behold, 
Whoſe ſars' net ſkirts are edg'd with flamy gold, a 
A matchleſs youth! his nod theſe worlds controuls, 2 55 
Wings the red lightning, and the thunder . | 
Angel of Dulneſs, ſent to ſcatter roand F 
Her magic chan Oer all unclaſſic * 11 
Yon ſtars, yon ſuns, he rears at e 
Illumes their light, and ſets their flames on fire. 260 
Immortal Rich! how calm he fits at eaſqqq, 
Midſt ſnows of paper, and fierce bail of peaſe . 

And, proud his miſtreſs” orders to perform . 
| Rides i in the whirlwind, and direQs the ſtorm... * 4 
But lo! to dark encounter in mid air 265 
New wizards riſe; I fee my Cibber tere? 
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Ver. 261. Immortal Rich] Mr. John Rich, maſter of the Thes- 
tre- royal in Covent - garden, was the firſt that excelled this way. 
Ver. 266. L ſer any Gibber {] The hiſtory of the ing: 
abſurdities is verified by hi f, in theſe words, (Life, chap. xv.); 
* Then ſprung forth that facceſon of monſtrous. medleys that 
« have fo long infeſted the Rage; which aroſe upon one another 
< alternatcly at both houſes; — other in /expence.” 
He then proceeds to excuſe bis on pan „them, as follow: 
* * A 7 


* 


| IMIT&T1ONS,.. ? 
Ver, 22. Son ; what: thew ſeek is in deed]. wh 
* Quod petis in te eſt— 3 

| * ——Ne te queſiveris extra.” | an 
Ver. 256: Wings the red lightalng,” Kc. Like eee 


« *Dum news fovis, et 'bajtos in i 


4 nimbos, ct non imitabile falmen, © © 

KEre et cornipedum curſu ſimulerat equorum.“ 

Ver. 258.—v'er all unclaſſic ground : 1 Aut to Mr. N 

verſe, in the praiſes of Italy: ef birds 
| © Poetic fields eneompaſs me CO 

| * And MILL Gem totem cm-l pow.” 


en, dy # ntl rn ofthe ms at 
The. and ver, 259, oy on two ſublime verſes of 


ON 
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Booth in his cloudy tabernacle ſhrin'd, - — -- 

On grinning dragons thou ſhalt mount the wind. 
Dire is the conflict, diſmal is the din, KI 
Here ſhouts all Drury, there all Lincoln's-inn; 270 
Contending theatres our empire raiſe, 

Alike their Jabours, and alike their praiſe. 2 
And are theſe wonders, Son, to thee unknown ? £ 
Unknown to thee ?, theſe wonders are thy own. 1 


* * * 


1 © VanrraTiIONs. 
After ver. 274, in the former editions followed, 
For works like theſe let deathleſs Journals tell, 
« None but thyſelf can be thy parallel.“ 3 
Var. None bet thyſelf ran be thy parallel.] A maryellous line of 
Theobald; unleſs the play called the Double Falſalood be (as he 
would have it believed). Sbalgſpeare s: But whether this line be- his 
or not, he proves Shakeſpeare to have written as bad, (which, me- 
thinks in an author for whom he has a veneration almoſt % 
to idolatry, might have been concealed); as for example, 
« 'Try what repentance can: what can it not? 
But what can it, when one cannot repent ? 
mn — For cogitation | 
« Relides not in the man who does not Li, '&c. 
N Mis r's Joux. 


* 


+ + Remarks. 

« If I am aſked why I aſſented? I have no better excuſe for my 
* error, than to cenfeſs I did it againſt my conſcience, and had 
not virtue enough to ſtarve. Had Henry IV. of France a bet- 
* ter for changing his religion? I was ſtill in my heart, as much 
* as he could be, on the fide of truth and ſenſe ; but with this 
difference, that I had their leave to quit them when they could 
not ſupport me.—But let the queſtion go whieh way it will. 
* Harry IV. has always been allowed a great man.” This mult 
be confeſſed a full anſwer; only the queſtion (till ſeems to be, 
1. How the doing a thing againſt one's conſcience is an excuſe tor 
it? and, 2. It will be hard to prove how he got the leave of truth 
and ſenſe to quit their ſervice, unleſs he can produce a certificate 
that he ever was in it. | 

Ver. 266, 267. Booth and Ciller were joint managers of the 
theatre in Drury-lane. . . | | 

Ver. 268. On grinning dragons thou ſoalt mount the wind.] In 
his letter to Mr. P. Mrs C. ſolemnly declares this not to be /ite-" 
rally trur. We hope therefore the reader will underſtand it 4/4. 
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Theſe Fate a to grace thy reign divide, x W 
Forelecn * me, but at . rom nine. 1 


Won 5 


| 53899108 
a vast rens. 


they we of al ofa piece, and oo marr doubts but here. 
in 2 is A to imitate Shakeſpeare, | 

Var. id. The former annotztor ne e that” 
the Double Falſaboad is not Shakeſpeare's, it is but joſtice to Sire 
Mr. Theobald's arguments to the oontrary: Firſt, that the MS. was 
above ſixty years old; Secondly, that once Mr. Betterton bad it it, 
or he hath heard ©: Thirdly, that ſomebody told lim the author 
gave it to a baſtard daughter of his: But 2 and above all, 
That he has a great mind every N. i« good in our tongue 
« ſoould be Shakeſpeare's.” I allo ſe reaſons to be truly cri- 
tical ; but what I am infinitely concerned at is, chat fo many er- 
rors have eſcaped the learned editor: a few whereof we ſhall here 
amend, out of a much greater number, as an * of oun re- 
ey this dear . | 


Aer l. Semi 1. i 
% J have his letters of a modern date, 

« Wherein by Julie, good Camillo's ſon, 

„(Who, as he ſays, AF follow hard upon, 


„ And whom 1 with growing bour [ 7-9: My 

*« He doth ſolicit the return of gold, a 1 

eee fr Ale weed.” 4 
This place is corrupted : the epithet good is 4 oy hen gre: h She 
pletive, but the alteration of Was ſingle word ſtores 2 clear =" with 
to the whole context, thus, 

« have his letters of a modern dase, _ 


« Wherein, by July, (by Candi s fon, ; A NT. 
Who, as he b, ſhall follow hard upon, * 
„ < And whow Lrith the gnwing hour expe), 
He does ſolicit the return of gold.” 


Here you have not only the perſon ſpecified, by whoſe 0 the 
return was to be made, but the moſt neceſfary — the time by F ea 
which it was required. Camilfo's fon was to follow hard upon ume 
What ? why upon July—Horſe that like (bin well, is very abiind: 


Read it, without contradiction, | 1 

| « Horſe, that be likes well.” 3 1 This 

7 jo erat Sewn: od 4 45 ad For t 

4 ®)<<ioed wal Nook toigain ther,” 8p? Lav compo 
„ Throw all my gay compariſons alide, 7 5 n 


« And turn my proud additions out of ſervice ;'” Is 
(faith * of a . of low objecling kis Fa 


- 
' 
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Ia Lud's od walls tho' Jon 5 I ruPd, revown'd © 
Far as loud Bow's | Rupend bells reſound ; ; 


»- 
 Piarzrions:” 


”. Throw all aly eee ende 1 

« Aud dun wy proud additions out of ſervice.” 
Ker Il. Sorne I. | 

ANl the vers of this —— with pool: 

O chat a mn 

% Could reaſon down this fever of the: blood, 

«© Or ſooth with coords the tumult in his heart [© | 
Them Julio, I might be indred thy friend.” 

Read 1 the blood, 

« Then, Futio, ] might be in died thy friend“ 
marking the juſt oppoſition of deeds and words. . 
; AcT IV. Scene-l.. 

„ How his eyes tale fire !”—ſaid by Volante, obſerving how 
the luſtful E looks at her. It muſt be, as the ſenſe BOY 
demands, we” 
ies bis eyes take fre! 

And meafure every piece of youth about me 
Vi. That, the' I wore diſguiſes for ſome Vo. 

She had but one A 8 woe it but for one end. Reſtore it, 
with the alteration but of two letters, e 

« That tho' 1 were diſgui/ed for fome end.” . 

Aer IV. Scans II. 

bs To oaths no more give credit, 

To tears, to vows, falſe btb! 
Falſe grammar, I am ſune. Both can relate but to /wy things: And 
ſee! how eaſy a change ſets it right ? i 

Jo tears, to vows, falſe froth,” —— 
could ſhow you that very word troth, in Shabeſdeare, a hundred 
times. 

Thia, * For there is nothing left thee now to look for, 

3 Arr. quiet prove, © * 
This I fear is of à piece with *+ None but ĩtſelf can be its parallel; 
For the graye © puts an * to all ſorrow, it can then need ho 
comfort. , Yet let us vindica Shakeſpeare where we can; I make 
no doubt but be wrote thus, 

1 For there is notbing left thee now to Jook gow: 
& Nething that can bring quiet, but the grave.“ 


f 
4 
4 
j 
q 


high q quality : hat have his compariſons here to-do? Corrett zt 
bo 


— 


176 T HE DUNCIAD. Book Il 


But lick up ev'ry blockhead in the way. 


to Polante's concern. This figure is 3 1 — 


Tho' my own, aldermen conſerr d the bays, 
To me committing their eternal praiſe, 280 
Their full-fed heroes, their pacific may'rs, . 
Their annual trophies, and their monthly wars : 

Tho? long my party built on me their hopes, 

For writing pamphlets, and for roaſting — 

Vet lo! in me what authors have to — on! 285 
Reduc'd at laſt to hiſs in my on d E Ip 
Avert it, Heav'n ! that thou, my Ci 


e'er 


Sbhould'ſt wag a ſerpent· tail in Smithfield fair! 


Like the vile ſtraw that's blown about the ſtreets, 
The needy poet ſticks to all he meets. 290 
Coach'd, carted, trod upon, now looſe, now faſt,” 
And carry'd off in ſome dog's tail at laſt, , 

_ Happier thy fortunes ! like a rolling ſtone, 

Thy giddy. Uulaeſs til fhalF Tamber o, 


? 


Safe in its heavineſs, ſhall never fray, ml 295 


VARIATIONS. e A % 


=>” 
* 


e rn 1 had nothing elle to do. 


 SERBL, 


After verſt 285. in an tolo ec 


4 Diff rent our parties, but with equal 


grace 
rr 
ver. 295. Safe in its beavineſs, Ke) in the former edit... 
Too fafe in inborn heavineſs to ſtray, . 
And lick up ev'ry blockhead in the way. 
Thy dragons, magiſtrates, and peers ſhalf taſte; 
Aen. ryan 
| voy ike en Ws. © us $f £1259 


4+ 
. 


Ver. 282. 228 e 
monthly wars in the artillery gr 
Ver. 283. Te long my —5 wg TY bike moſt party-wiiters 


| was very uncertain in his political principles He was employed 


to hold the pen in the Character of a-Popiſh Succeſſor, but af- 
- terwards printed his narrative on the other ſide. He had mans- 
ged the ceremony of a famous Pope-burning on Nov. ty, 16 


wen became a trooper in King Ann at Houaſlow-beatb 


ess 0&2 
ang 2 


D 
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Thee ſhall the patriot, thee the covurtier taſte, 

And ev 'ry ear be dulter than the laſt, 

Pall rais' J Kom booths, to theatre, to court, 3 

Her ſeat imperial Dulneſs ſhall travſport. 230 

Already Opera prepares the way, | 

The ſure forerunner of her gentle * fray : . 

Let her thy heart, next drabs and dice engage, 

The third mad paſſion of thy doting age. | | 

Teach thou the warbling Polypheme to roar, © 30 | 

And ſcream thyſelf as none ert ſcream'd before ! 

To aid our cauſe; if Heav'n thou can'f; not bend. 

Hell thou ſhalt move; for Fauſtus is oor frieud: 

Pluto with Cato thou for this ſhalt join, 

And link the Mourning Bride to Proſerpige. 310 

Grub-ſtreet ! thy fall ſhonld men and gods Sales 

Thy ſtage (ball 1 ren 19 5 1 5 
Another 

e * 


aſter che Revelnicn be 1455 2 booth at Lk a jobere, 
in the Droll called © St. e for England,“ he ated: in his 
old age in a dragon of green leather of his 1 invention; be 
was at laſt taken into the Charter-houſe, and there died, aged 2 
y years. 

Ver. 297. Thee ſoall the gat niat, thee 1 courtier taſte, ] It ſtaod: 
in che firſt edition with blanks, ** aed **..  Concayen. was ſure, 
They 775 needs mean nobody but &7; GEORGE and Quer 
8 «Cd ROLINE and ſaid he would ioſilſ it was ſo, till the poet. 

« 90 himſelf by filling up the blanks other wif 1 agrecably oF. 
tba context, and can ſiſtent with his allegiance,” 1 5 a 
Narr. e letters, c. aint Mr. P. nia for 

oor, p. 6. 

Ver. 30 71 Pohebeme] He tranſlated the Italian opera of Polj-- 
phemo ; but unfortunately loſt the whole jeſt of the ſtory. The- 
Cy clops alks Ulyſſes his name, who tells him his name is Neman : 
after his eye is put out, hs roars and calls the brother Cyclops tua 
his aid: They inguire who has hurt bim ?* he agſwers Nowar . 
whereupon they all go away again. Our ingesious tranſlator wade 
Ulyſſes anſwer, * I take no name, whereby all that followed be- 
came unintelligible. Hence it appears, that Mr. Ciuber (who va- 
lues himſelf on ſubſcribing to the Enylifh tranſlation of Homer's 
Iliad) had not that merit with reſpect to the Odyſſey, or he might 
have been better inſtrufted in the Greek Punnology, 

Ver. 308, 399. Fauftr,. Pluto, &c.] Names of. aiſcrable fasces, 
which it was the 2—1 to act at een of the beſt tragedies, to 
Spoil the digeſtion of the audience. 

Ver, 312. enſure it lut from fire.) In Tibbald's farce of Pres 


1 
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Another Zſchylus « "gh prepare 
For new abortions, all ye pregnant fair! 
In flames, like Semele's, he brought to-bed,. ws 
While op'ning hell ſpouts wild- re at your head. 
Now, Bavius, take the poppy from thy brow !.. 
And place it here! here all ye heroes bow! _ 
This, this is he, foretold by ancient rhymes: 
ThiMouguſtus born to bring Saturnian times. 320 
Signs following ſigns lead on the mighty year! | 
See! the dull ſtars roll round and re · appear. 
See, ſee, our own true Phœbus wears the bays! 
Our Midas irs Lord Chancellor . 


| ae ene 
ver. 323. 2 e in the former edit. 
Beneath his ſhall Euſden wear the.bays,, _ j 
_ Cibber preſide Chancellor of places. 
LIN Benſon fole judge of architecture fit, 
W YE! 
I ' pofiniſh'd-Dormitory wall, oy” 2 
I 1 fee the Savoy totter to her fall; | 17 8 
Hibernian politics, O Swift ! thy doom, | 
And Pope's, neg foes whole years with Brooms, 
nnn 
C | oa +): gate. Lots, 5, 
A 6 bd Bao lite! cure has te 
houſe had a barn burnt down for the reereation of the ſpectatotz 
They alto rivalled each other in ſhowing the burning of hell-fire 
* 77 + 7] It is reported of Fichy- 
Ver. 213. L t 
lus, that when his Furies was acted, the audience 
were ſo terrified that the children fell into fits, and the big elbe 
women miſcarried, \. . | 
AS Fs 4 er See Ovid. Met, il. | 4 wal 1 


1 


— 9 ——— — 
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1 | IntiTATIONS. | 
Ver. 31g, 326; This, is by fire yan rhyme, 
75 Auguſtus, &c. 

eg bie eg! tibl quem Prester ſpins audis, - 

+ Auguſtus Czfar, divum genus aurea condet F 

Secula qui rurſus Latio, R 

© * Saturno quondam. — Vir. Mn. vi 
F 
ver. | 


k 4 : | - 
by 9 1 4 = - . * , * ” F * 1 
£7 HTS? " » +7 a - YZ 
- 0 * : * && ww 2 5 - N þ * 6 - * 
nd ” Who, - — 
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| 
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On poets tombs ſce Benſon's titles writ ; 325 
Lo! Ambroſe Philips is preferr'd for wit ! 

See under Ripley rife a new Whitehall, 

While Jones and Boyle's united — fall; 


REMARKS, © 


Ver. 325. On Poets tombi ſtr Benſimn's titles writ I] W——m 


Benſon, (ſurveyor of the buildings to his Majeſty King Geonge 1.) 
gave in a report to the Lords, that their houſe and the painted- 
chamber adjoining . were in immediate danger of falling. Where- 
upon the Lords met in a'committee to appoint ſome other place 
to ſit in, while the houſe ſhould be taken down. Bur it — 

propoſed to eauſe ſome other builders firſt to inſpect it, they f 
it in a very good condition. The Lords, upon this, were going 
upon an addreſs to the King againſt Benſon, for ſuch a miſrepre- 
ſentation; but the Eurl of Sunderland, then Secretary, gave them 
an aſſurance that” his Majeſty would remove him, which was done 
accordingly. In favour of this man, the famous Sir Chriftophet 
Wren, ho had been architect to the crown for above fifty years, 
who built moſt of the churches in London, laid the firſt ſtone of 
St. Paul's, and lived to finiſh it, had been err his em- 

at the age of near ninety years. or 

Ver. 326. Ambroſe Philips] He was (faith Mr. Jacos) one 
« of the wits at Button's, and a juſtice of the peace.” But he 
hath ſince met with higher preferment in Ireland: and a much 


greater character we have of him in Mr. Gildon's Complete Art 


of Poetry, vol. I. p. 157. Indeed he confeſſes, he "dares not 
« ſet him quite on the ſame foot with" Virgil; left it ſhould" ſeem: 
« flattery ; but he is much miſtaken if poſterity does not afford 
„ him a greater eſteem than he at preſent enjoys.” He endea- 
voured to create ſome miſunderſtanding between our author and 
Mr. Addiſon, whom alſs ſoon aftey'he'abaſed as ara His con- 
ſtant cry was, that Mr. P. was an « enemy to the government? 
and in particular he was the ayowed author of a report very in- 


duſtriouſly ſpread, that 094 4 had a hand in a party-paper called the 
Examiner: a falſchood well known to thoſe yet living, who had EY 


- the diredtion and publication of it. 

Ver. 328; While Jones and Boyle's united labours fall - At the 
e ee written; the dangneatidg -houſe of White- 
ball, the- church” — and the' palace and 
chapel of Somerſet-houſe, the works of the famous: Inigo Jones, 
had been for many years ſo as'to be in danger of ruin. 
The portico of Covent- garden church had been juſt then reſtored 
— — 2 —— ur 
the ſame time, by his publication of the deſigns of that 
ter and Palladio, as well as by many noble buildings 2 
C0000 1 
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While Wren with ſorrow te the grave deſcend,, 


Gay dies unpenſion d with a hundred friends, 330 
Hibernian politics, O.Swift ! thy fate: 
And Pope's, ten years to comment and tranſlate... | 


=. 387 


ee ine 


Ver. 337. inthe former edition me., 
—O Swift! thy doom . 

And Pope's, tranflating ten whole dc "IR 
©6-viith ome the delining weve He concludes, his irony with 
* ſtroke upon himſelf : for whoever imagines this a ſarcaſm on 
„ the other ingenious perſon, is furcly miſtaken. The opinion 
„ our. author bad of M was, fuficicatly knows by, his joining 
* him in the undertaking of the Odhſſey ; in which Mr. Broome 
having engaged without any previous agreement, diſcharged his 
* part fo much to Mr. Pope's fatixfattion, that he gratified him 


. 


with the full fam of © five hundred pounds, and a preſent of | 


* all thoſe books for which. his. oun intereſt could procure bim 
„ ſabſcribers, to the value of one hundred more. The author 
222 n 


. ” : 7 * 
- 
LF . - j bk. a "I 1 * | 


its. tet ala 
and many Friends. .. was — the 


of humour - with great fuccrls, the Shepherd's 
Weck, Trivia, the What-d'ye-call it, Fables; and laſtly, the co- 
lebrateũ Beggar s Opera ; a piece of ſatire which hit all taſtes and 


degrees 
dle: that verſe of Horace, I #4 ads. av vidl 
wy, «Pires pj pot, rung wen. 195 


. could never be ſu juſtly applied as to this. - The vaſt fupoeksv 
it was unprecedented, and almoſt incredible : what is related of 


(great towns of England) was played in many places co the d 
und fortieth time, and at Batch und Briſtol - fifty, &cc. It made Its 
progreſs into Wales, Scotland, and — where, it wt per- 


— 


* 
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Proceed, great days ! till learning fly the ſhore, 
Till Birch thall bluſh with noble blood no more, 
Tilt 


- VarIATIONS,. 


After ver. 388. in the firſt edit. were the following lines, 
Then when theſe ſigns declare the mighty year, 
When the dull ſtars roll round and re. appear; 
Let there be darkneſs!” (the dread pow'r __ fay), 
All ſhall be darkneſs, as it ne'er were day: 
To their firſt chaos Wit's vain works ſhall fall, 
And univerſal darkneſs cover all. 


REMARKS, 


n who acted Polly, till then obſcure, became all at once the 
favourite of the town ; her pictures were engraved, and fold in 
t numbers; her life written, books of letters and verſes to 
Fer, publiſhed ; and pamphlets made even of her fayings and jeſts. 
Furthermore, it drove out of England, for that ſeaſon, the 
Italian opera, which had carried all before it for ten years. That 
idol of the nobility and people, which the great critic Mr. Dennis, 
by the labours and outcries of a whole life, could not overthrow, 
was demoliſhed by a fingle ſtroke of this gentleman's pen. This 
happened in the year 1728, Yet ſo great was his modeſty, that 
he conſtantly prefixed to all the editions of it this motto, * Nos 
« hzc novimus eſſe nihil.“ 
R 321. Hibernian politict, O Swift! thy fate; ] See book i. 
2 - 
Ver. 332. And Pope's, len years to comment and tranflate.] 
The author here plainly laments that he was ſo long employed in 
tranſlating and commenting. He began the -Iliad in 1713, and 
finiſhed it in 1719. The edition of Shakeſpeare (which he under- 
took merely becauſe nobody elſe would) took up near two years 
more in the drudgery of comparing impreſſions, rectifying the 
ſcenery, Nc. and the tranſlation of half the Odyſſey employed 
him from that time to 1725. - 
Ver. 333. Proceed, great days &c.) It may perhaps ſeem incre- 


 dible, that ſo great a-revolution in learning as is here propheſied, 


ſhould be brought about by fuch weak infiruments as have been 
[hitherto] deſcribed in our poem: but do not thou, gentle reader, 
reſt too ſecure in thy contempt of theſe inſtruments. Remember 
what the Dutch ſtories ſomewhere relate, that a great part of their 
provinces was once overflowed, by a ſmall opening made in one 
of their dykes by a ſingle water rat. 

However, that ſuch is not ſeriouſly the judgment of our poet, 
but that he conceiveth better hopes from the diligence of our 
ſchools, from the regularity of our univerſitics, the diſcernment 


Vor. III. Q, 
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Till Weſtminſter's whole year be holiday, 
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Till Thames ſee Eaton's ſons for ever play, 435 


Till Iſis“ elders reel, their pupils ſport, 
And Alma Mater lie diſſolv'd in port? 

Enough ! enough the raptur'd monarch cries ; 
And thro' the iv'ry gate the viſion flies. 341 


\ REMARKS. 
of our great men, the accompliſhments of our nobility, the en- 
couragement of our patrons, and the genius of our writers of all 
kinds (notwithſtanding ſome few exceptions in each) may plainly 


be ſeen from his concluſion ; where cauſing all this viſion to pai 


through the ivory gate, he expreſsly, in the language of poeſy, 
declares all ſuch imaginations to be wild, ungrounded, and fi 


tious. Sck1BL. 


Ibid. Proceed, great days { &c. Till Birch fball lluſb, &c.] Ano- 
ther great prophet of Dulneſs, on this fide Styx, promiſeth thoſe 
days to be near at hand. The devil (faith he) licenſed biſhops 
« to licence maſters of ſchools to inſtru youth in the knowledge 
of the heathen gods, their religion, &c. The ſchools and uni- 
« yerſities will ſoon be tired and aſhamed of claſſics and fuch 
s trumpery.” HouTcuinsoN's uſe of-reaſon recovered. Scan, 


; IM1TATIONS. 
Ver. 340. And thro' the 1 gate, &c.] 


 « Sunr geminæ 22 ; quarum altera fertur 
Cornea, qua veris faalis datur exitus umbris ; 
« Altera candentj perfecta nitens elephanto, 
« Sed ſalſa ad cœlum mittunt nn, mancs.” (4 
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ARG UM EN f. 


The poet being, in this book, to declare the completion of 
the prophecies mentioned at the end of the former, makes 
a new invocation ; as the greater poets are wont, when 
fome high and worthy matter is to be ſung, He ſhews 
the Goddeſs coming in her majeſty, to deſtroy Order and 
Science, and to ſubſtitute the Kingdom of the Dull 
upon earth. How ſhe leads captive the Sciences, and 
filenceth the Muſes; and what they be wh ſucceed in 
their flead. All her children, by a wonderful attrcc- 
tion, are drawn about her; and bear along with th m 
divers others, who promote her empire by connivarce, 
weak reſiſtance, or diſcnuragement of arts; ſuch as 
balf- wits, taſteleſs admirers, vain prelenders, the flat- 
terers of dunces, or the patrons of them. All theſe crowd 
round her; one of them offering to approach her, is 
driven back by a rival, but ſhe comments and encoura- 
ges both. The firſt who ſpeak in form are the Geniuſes 
of the Scheols, who aſſure her of their care to advance 
ber cauſe by confining youth to words, and keeping them 
out of the way of real knowledge. Their addreſs, and 
her gracious anſwer 5 with her charge ts them and the 
Univerſities. The Univerſities appear by their proper 
deputies, and aſſure her that the ſame method is obſerv- 
ed in the progreſs of Education. The ſpeech of Ari- 
Rarchus on this ſubjed?. They are driven off by a'band 
of young gentlemen returned from travel with their tu- 
tors; one of whom delivers to the Goddeſs, in a polite 
oration, an account of the whole conduct and fruits of 
their travels ; preſenting to her at the ſame time a young 

nobleman perfectly accompliſhed. She receives him gra- 
cioully, and endues bim with the happy qnality of want 
of ſhame. She ſees loitering about her a. number »f 
indolent perſons abandoning all buſineſs and duty, and 

Q3 1 


»6 ARGUMENT. 


aqying with lazineſs : to theſe approach es the antiquary 
Annius, intreating her to make them virtuoſos, and 
aſſign them over to him: but Mummius, another anti- 
quary, complaining of his fraudulent proceeding, ſhe finds 
a method to reconcile their difference. Then enter a 
troop of people fantaſtically adorned, offering her ſtrange 
and exotic preſents : among ft them one flands forth and 
demands fuſtice on another, «who had deprived him of one 
of the greateſt curioſities in nature : but he juſtifies him- 
ſelf ſo well, that the Goddeſs gives them both her appro- 
* bation. She recommends to them to find proper employ- 
ment for the indolents before-mentioned, in the ſtudy of 
butterflies, ſhells, birds-neſts, moſs, &c. but with 
particular caution, not to proceed beyond trifles, to any 
uſeful or extenſro: views of nature, or of the Author of 
nature. Againſi the laft of theſe apprebenſions, ſhe is 
ſecured by a hearty addreſs from the Minute Philofo- 
phers and Free-thinkers, one of whom ſpeaks in the 
name of the reſt. The youth thus inſtructed and princi- 
pled, are delivered to her in a body, by the hands of Si- 
Jenus ; and then admitted to taſte the cup of the Magus 
her high prieſt, which cauſes, a total oblivion of all ob- 
ligations, divine, civil, moral, or rational. To theſe 
her adepts ſbe ſends prieſts, attendants, and comfort- 
ers, of various kinds ; confers on them orders and de- 
grees; and then diſmiſſing them with a ſpeech, confirm- 
ing to each his privileges, and telling what ſhe expedts 
from each, concluder with a_ yawn of extraordinary 
virtue : the progreſs and effetts whereof on all orders of 
men, and the conſammation of all, in the reſtoration of 
Night and Chaos, conclude the poem. * 
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ET, yet a moment, one dim ray of light 
Indulge, dread Chaos, and eternal night! 
Of darkneſs vifible ſo much be lent, #. 
As half to ſhew, half veil the deep intent. | 
Ye pow'rs ! whoſe myſteries reſtor'd I fing, 6 
To whom time bears me on his rapid wing, | 
Suſpend 


Remanrs. 


The Duncian, Boo IV.] This book may properly be di- 
ſtinguiſhed from the former, by the name of the GRZATER Dun- 
ciaD, not ſo indeed in fize, but in ſubject; and fo far cont 
to the diſtinction anciently made of the Greater and Leſſer Tliad. 
But much are they miſtaken who imagine this work in any wiſe 
inferior to- the former, or of any other hand than of our poet : of 
which I am more certain than the Ziad itfelf was the work of 
Solomon, or the Batrachommomachia of Homer, as Barnes hath af- 
firmed, BENT. 

Ver. 1. Ce. This is an invocation of much piety. The poet, 

willing to approve himſelf a genuine ſon, beginneth by ſhewing 
(what is ever agreeable to Dulneſs) his high reſpect for antiquity 
and a great family, how dead or dark foever : next declareth his 
paſſion for explaining myſteries; and laſtly, his impatience to be 
reunited to her. SCRIBL. Is, 

Ver. 2. dread Chaos, and eternal Night /] Invoked, as the reſto- 
ration of their empire is the action of the poem. | 1 
Ver. 4. half to eto, balf veil the deep intent.] This is a great 
propriety, far a dull poet can never expreſs himſelf otherwiſe than 
by halves, or imperfedtiy. Sci. 

I underſtand it very differently; the author in this work had 
indeed a deep intent ; there were in it myſteries or «Tone which 
he durſt not fully reveal, and doubtleſs in divers verſes (according 
to Milton) . 

More is meant than meets the ear.“ BENTL. 


Ver. 6. To whom time bears me on bis rapid wing, ] Fair and 
ſoftly, good poet! (cries the gentle Scriblerus on this place). For 
ſure, in ſpite of his unuſual modeſty, he ſhall not travel fo faſt 
toward oblivion, as divers others of more confidence have done: 


* 
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Sufpend a while your force inertly reap; 


Then take at once the poet and the ſong. I 
Now flam'd the Do « je g unpropitious rays ( 
Smote ev'ry brain, and wither'd ev'ry bay; 10 8 


Sick was the ſun, the owl forſook his bow“ r, 


The moon-ſtruck p 1 7 felt the madding hour: 
Then roſe the ſeed of Chaos, and of Night, 
To blot out order, and extinguiſh light, 


Of dull and venal a new world to mold, 15 
And bring Saturnian days of lead and gold. 


REMARKS. - 


For when I revolve in my mind the catalogue of thoſe who have 
moſt boldly promifed to themſelves immortality, viz. Pindar,, 
Luis Gongora, Ronſard, Oldham, Lyrics ; Lycophron, Statius, 
Chapman, Blackmore, Res; I find the one half to be already 
dead, and the other in utter darkneſs. But it becometh not us, 
who have taken up the ' office of his commentator, to ſuffer our 
poet thus prodigally to caſt away his life; contrarywiſe, the more 
hidden and abſtruſe his work, and the more remote its beauties 
from common underſtanding, the more is it our duty to draw 
forth and exalt the ſame, in the face of men and angels. Herein: 
ſhall we imitate the laudable ſpirit of thoſe who have (for this ve- 
ry reaſon) delighted to comment on dark and uncouth authors, 
and even on their darker fragments; preferred Ennius to Virgil, and 
choſen to turn the dark lanthorn of LycorHRON, rather than to 
trim the everlaſting lamp of Homer. Scr1sL. 

Ver. 7. Force inertly ffreng, ! Alluding to the vis inertiz of 
« matter, which, though it really be no power, is yet the founda- 
tion of all the qualities and attributes of that ſluggiſh ſubſtance. 


Ver. 14. to blat out order, and extinguiſh ligbt,] The two gent * 
ends of her miſſion; the one in quality of daughter of Chaos, 


other as daughter of Night. Order here is to be underſt * 5 
tenſi vely, both as civil and moral; the diſtinctions between kigh- Pit 
and Jow in ſociety, and true and falſe in individuals: Zight, as in- ol 
tellectual only, wit, ſcience, arts. 

Ver. 15. Of dull and venal] The allegory continued; dull re- & 
ferring to the extinction of light or ſcience ; ena] to the _ 10 
tion of order, and the truth of things. | | 0. 

Ibid. a new world] In alluſion to the 11185 opinion, that 4 
from the diſſolution of the natural world into Night and Chaos a 2. 
new one ſhould ariſe; this the poet alluding to, in the production 
of a new moral world, makes it partake of its original Po - t 

Ver. 26. „ - — 


She in 
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She mounts the throne: her bead a cloud conceal'd, 


In broad effulgence all below reveal'd, 
('Tis thus aſpiring Dulneſs ever ſhines), 


Soft on her lap her Laureat Son reclines. 20 
bh alas B 


REMARKS. 


Ver. 18. all lelow reveal d,] It was the opinion of the ancients, 
that the divinities manifeſted themſelves to men by their back» 
farts. Virg. En. i. © et avertens, roſea cervice refulſit.” But 
this paſſage may admit of another expoſition. Vet. Adag. 
« The higher you climb, the more you ſhew your a—.” Verified 
in no inſtance more than in Dulneſs aſpiring. Emblematized alſo 
by an ape climbing and expoſing his poſteriors. Scx1BL. 

Ver. 20. ber Laureat Son reclines.) With great judgment it is 
imagined by the poet, that ſuch a colleague as Dulneſs had elected, 
ſhould ſleep on the throne, and have very little ſhare in the action 
of the poem. Accordingly he hath done little or nothing from 
the day of his anointing; having paſſed through the ſecond book 
without taking part in any thing that was tranſafted about him; 
and through the third in profound ſleep. Nor ought this, well 
conſidered, to ſeem ſtrange in our days, when ſo many King-con- 
ſortt have done the like. Scx1BL. 

This verſe our excellent laureat took fo to heart, that he ap» 
pealed to all mankind, If he was not as ſeldom afleep as any 
« fool /”” But it is hoped the poet bad not injured him, but ra- 
ther verified his prophecy, (p. 243. of his own life, 8 vo. ch. is.), 
where he ſays, © the reader will be as much pleaſed to find me a 
** dunce in my old age, as he was to prove me a briſk blockbead 
in my youth.” Wherever there was any room ſor briſkneſs, or 
alacrity of any ſort, ever in ſinling, he hath had it allowed; but 
here, where there is nothing for him to do but to take his natural 
reſt, he muſt permit his hiſtorian to be ſilent. It is from their ac- 
tions only that princes have their character, and poets from their 
works ; and if in thoſe he be © as much aſleep as any fool,” the 
poet muſt leave him and them to © fleep to all eternity.” Bexr. 

Ibid. ber Laureat] ©* When I find my name in the fatirical 
works of this poet, I never look upon it as any malice meant 
* to me, but ProriT to himſelf. For he conſiders that my face 
is more 4nozon than moſt in the nation; and therefore a liel at 
* the Laureat will be a ſure bait ad captandum vulgus, to catch 
« little readers.” Life of Colly Cibber, ch. ii. 

Now, if it be certain, that the works of our poet have owed 
their ſucceſs to this ingenious expedient, we hence derive an un- 
anſwerable argument, that this fourth Duxciap, as well as the 
former three, hath had the author's laſt hand, and was by him 
iutended for the preſs : or elſe to what purpoſe hath he crowned 


Beneath her footſtool, Science groans in chains, 
And Vit dreads exite, penalties and pains. yo 
There foam'd rebellious Logic, gagg'd and bound; 
There, ſtript, fair Rhe ric ſanguith'd on the ground 
His blunted arms by Saphiſtry are borne, = ml 
And ſhameleſs Bi/lingſgate her robes adorn, 

Morality, by her falſe guardians drawn, 

Chicane in furs, aud Caſuiftry in lawn, 

Gaſps, as they ſtraiten at each end the cord, 

And dies, when Dulneſs gives her Page the word. 36 


REMARKS. | 
it, as we ſee, by this finiſhing ſtroke, the profitable lick at the . Lau- 
reat * BENT. 
Ver. 21, 22. Beneath ber footflool, &c.] We are next preſented 
with the pictures of thoſe whom the Goddeſs leads into captivity. 
Science is only depreſſed and confined fo as to be rendered uſeleſs; 


but Wit or Genius, as a more dangerous and active enemy, pu- 


niſhed, or driven away: Dulneſs being often reconciled in ſome. 

ce with learning, but never upon any terms with wit. And 
accordingly it will be ſeen. that ſhe admits ſomething lile each 
ſcience, as caſuiſtry, ſophiſtry, &c. but nothing like wit, opero 
alone ſupplying its placde. 


Ver. 27. by ber falſe guardians drawn, Morality is the daugh- 


ter of Aſtrza. This alludes to the mythology of the ancient poets; 
who tell us that in the gold and ſilver ages, or s Hate of na- 
ture, the gods cohabited with men here on earth; but when by 
reaſon of human degeneracy men were forced to have recourſe to 
a magiſtrate, and that the ages of braſs and iron came on, (that 
is, when laws were wrote on brazen tables enforced by the ſword 
of juſtice), the celeſtials ſoon retired from earth, and Aſtræa laſt 
of all; and then it was ſhe left this her orphan daughter in the 
hands of the guardians aforeſaid, SCRIBL. | 

Ver. 30. gives her Page the word.] There was a judge of this 
name, always ready to hang any man that came before him, of 
which he was ſuffered to give a hundred miſerable examples dur- 
ing a long life, even to his dotage. Though the candid Scrible- 


rus imagined Page here to mean no more than a Page or Mute, 
and to allude to the cuſtom of ſtrangling ſtate criminals in Turkey 
by Mutes or Pages. A practice more decent than that of our Page, 
who, before he hanged any one, loaded him with. reproachfub 
language. SC&1BL.. 


Mad 
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Mad Mathe/is alone was unconfin'd, 
Too mad for mere material chains to bind, 


Now to pure ſpace lifts her ecſtatic ſtare, 

Now running round the circle, finds it ſquare. 

But held in tenfold bonds the Muſes lie, 35 

Watch'd both by Envy's and by Flatt'ry's eye : 

There to her heart ſad Tragedy addreft 5 

The dagger wont to pierce the tyrant's breaſt; 

But ſober Hiſtory reſtrain'd her rage, 

And promis'd vengeance on a barb'rous age. 40 
| There 


RyMARKS. 


Ver. 31. Mad Mitheſis] Alluding to the ſtrange concluſions 
ſome mathematicians have deduced from their principles, concern- 
ing the real quantity of matter, the reality of ſpace, &c. 

Ver. 33. pure ſpace] i. e. pure and defæcated from matter 
ecſatic flare, the action of men who look about with full aſſurance 
of ſeeing what does not exiſt, ſuch as thoſe who expect to find 
ſpace a real being. : 

Ver. 34. running round the circle, finds il ſquare.) Regards the 
wild and fruitleſs attempts of /ſquaring the circle. 

Ver. 36. Watcb'd both by Envy's, and by Flatt'ry's eye ;] One of 
the misfortunes falling on authors, from the a&# for ſubjecting 
flays to the power of a /icenſer, being the falſe repreſentations to 
which they were expoſed, from ſuch as either gratified their envy 
to merit, or made their court to Greatneſs, by perverting general 
reflections againſt vice into libels on particular perſons, 

Ver. 39. But ſober Hiſtory.] Hiſtory attends on tragedy, ſatire 
on comedy, as their ſubſtitutes in the diſcharge of their diſtin 
functions; the one in high life, recording the crimes and puniſh- 
ments of the great; the other in low, expoſing the vices or follies 
of the common people. But it may be aſked, how came hiſtory 
and ſatire to be admitted with impunity ro miniſter comfort to the 
Muſes, even in the preſence of the Goddeſs, and in the midſt of 
all her triumphs? A queſtion, ſays Scriblerus, which we thus re- 
folve : Hiflory was brought up in her infancy by Dulneſs herſelf ; 
but being afterwards eſpouſed into a noble houſe, ſhe forgot (as is 
uſual) the humility of her birth, and the cares of her early friends, 
This occaſioned a long eſtrangement between her and Dulneſs. At 
length, in proceſs of time, they met together in a monk's cell, 
were reconciled, and became better friends than ever. After this 
they had a ſecond quarrel, but it held not long, and are now again 
on reaſonable terms, and ſo are like to continue. This accounts 
for the connivance ſhewn to hiſtory on this occaſion. But the 
boldneſs of SaT1zE ſprings from a very different cauſe ; for the 


——ñ — —— — 
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1737, when the act aforeſaid was brought into the houſe of Lords, 


Ver. 45. When lo! n barlot form] The attitude given to thi 
ntom repreſents the nature and genius of the Italian opera; 
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There ſunk Thalia, nerveleſs, cold, and dead, 
Had not her ſiſter Satire held her head: 
Nor could'ſt thou, CutsrtRrrEüp! a tear refuſe, 


Thou wept'ſt, and with thee wept each gentle Muſe. 


When lo! a harlot form ſoft fliding by, 45 


With mincing ſtep, ſmall voice, and languid eye: 


Foreign her air, her robe's diſcordant pride 
In patch- work flutt'ring, and her head aſide: 
By ſinging peers upheld on either band, 
She trippꝰd and langh*d, too pretty much to ſtand: 50 
Caſt on the proſtrate nine a ſcornful loox, 
Then thus in quaint recitativo ſpoke. | 

O Cara! Cara! ſilence all that train: 


Joy to great Chaos ! let diviſton reign; 


Chromatic 


- 
— 


REMARKS. 


reader ought to know, that ſhe alone of all the ſiſters is uncon- 


querable, never to be ſilenced, when truly inſpired and animated 
(as ſhould ſeem) from above, for this very purpoſe, to oppoſe the 
kingdom of {5 to her laſt breath. k | 

Ver. 43. Nor 'couldff thou, &c.) This noble perſon in the year 


oppoſed it in an excellent ſpeech (ſays Mr. Cibber) © with a lively 
«< ſpirit, and uncommon Ibis ſpeech had the ho- 
nour to be anſwered by the faid Mr. Cibber, with a lively ſpirit 
alſo, and in a manner very uncommon, in the {8th chapter of his 
Life and Manners. And here, gentle reader, would I gladly in- 


ſert the other ſpeech, whereby thou mighteſt judge between them: 


but I muſt defer it on account of ſome differences not yet adjuſted 
between the noble author and myſelf, concerning the true reading 


of certain paſſages. BenT. 5 ; 


affected airs, its eſſeminate ſounds, and the practice of patch- 


ing up theſe operas with favourite ſongs, incoherently put toge- 


ther. Theſe things were ſupported by the ſubſcriptions of the no- 
bility. This circumſtance that OrzrxAa ſhould prepare for the 


opening of the grand ſeſſions, was propheſied of in book iii. ver. 304- 
Already opera prepares the way, 
The ſure forerunner of her gentle ſway. 


Ver. 34. li die  reign:] Alluding to the falſe taſte of 
playing tricks in — ich numberlefs diviſions, to the neglect 
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Chromatic tortures ſoon ſhall drive them hence, 55 
Break all their nerves, and fritter all their ſent : 

One trill ſhall harmoniſe joy, grief, and rage, 

Wake the dull church, and lull the ranting ſtage ; 

'To the ſame notes thy ſons ſhall hum, or ng 

And all thy yawning daughters cry, encore. 

Another Phoebus, thy own Phœbus, reigns, 

Toys in my jigs, and dances in my chains. 

Wy ſoon, ah ſoon, rebellion will commence, 

If muſic meanly borrows aid from ſenſe: 

Strong in new arms! lo! giant Haxper ſtands, 65 
Like Fold Briareus, with a hundred hands; | 
To ſtir, to rouſe, to ſhake the ſoul he comes, 

And Jove's own thunders follow Mars's drums. 

Arreſt him, Empreſs ; or you 4 no more— * 

She heard, and drove 1 to th? Hibernian ſhore. 70 


'REeMARKI. 


of that harmony which conforms to the ſenſe, and applies to the 
paſſions, Mr. Handel had introduced a great number of hands, 
and more variety of inſtruments into the orcheſtra, and employed 
even drums and cannon to make a fuller chorus ; which proved fo 
much too manly for the fine gentlemen of his age, that he was 
obliged to remove his muſic into Ireland. After which they were 
reduced, for want of compoſers, to practiſe the patch- work above- 
mentioned. | 

Ver. 55. Chromatic tortures | That ſpecies of the ancient muſic 
called the Chromatic, was à variation and embelliſhment, in odd ir - 
regularities, of the Diatanic kind. They ſay it was invented about 
the time of Alexander, and that the Spartans forbade the uſe of it, 
as languid and effeminate. 

Ver. 58. Wale the dull eburch, and lull the ranting flage ;] i. e. 
Diſſipate the devotion of the one by light and wanton airs; and 
ſubdue the pathos of the other by recitative and ſing-ſong. 

Ver. 61. Thy own Phabus, reigns, ] 

« 'Tuus jam regnat Apollo.“ Virg. 
Not the ancient Phœbus, the god of harmony, but a modern 
Phœbus of French extraction, married to the Princeſs Galimathia, 
one of the handmaids of Dulnęſs, and aa aſſiſtant to Opera. Of 
whom ſee Bouhours, and other citics of that nation. SCRIBL, 


IMITATIONS. 


Ver. 54. Foy to great Chaos ] ; 
Foy to great babe beginning of a famons old ſong. 


Vor, III, R And 
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| B 
4 And now had Fame's poſterior trumpet blown, 
7 And all the nations ſummon'd to the throge. N 
The young, the old, who feel her inward ſway, 1 
One inſtinct ſeizes, and tranſports away. 
| None need a guide, by ſure attraction led, 75 11 
| And ſtrong N gravity of head: V 
| None want a place, for all their ccntre found, F 
Hung to the Goddeſs, and coher'd around. J 
| | REMAREVsG. 
Ver. 71. Fame's paſterior trumpet] Poſterior, viz. her ſecond. 
| om more certain report, unleſs we imagine this word poſterior to | 
relate to the poſition of one of her trumpets, according to Hudis cl 
bras: LY ; ly 
She blows not both with the fame wind, «th 
fut one before and one behind: ly 
« And therefore modern authors nane * 
* One good, and t' other evil fame.” * | 8 
Ver. 73. The young, the old, be ful ber intvard faay, &c.] * 
In this new 1 af Dulneſs, each of theſe three claſſes hath its * 
appointed ſtation, as beſt ſuits its nature, and concurs to the hat- 
mony of the ſyſtem. The frf, drawn only by the ſtrong and af 
imple impulſe of | attrafion, are repreſented as falling direcily te 
down into her; as conglobed into her ſubſtance, and reſting in her "ad 
centre. ; | | : fa 
„ ——— all their centre found, 5 : fo 
Hung to the Goddeſs, and coher'd around.“ th 
Ihe ſecond, though within the ſphere of her attraction, yet having 
at the ſame time a projectile motion, are carrie, by the compoſition 
of theſe two, in planetary revolutions round her centre, ſome nearer 
ta it, ſome further off: . pr 
« Who gently. drawn, and ſtruggling leſs and leſs, 
| Roll in her vortex, and her pow'r confeſs.” 8 
i The third are propetly excentrical, and no conſtant members of "It 
| her ſtate or ſyſtem ; ſometimes at an. immenſe diſtance from her di 
influence, and ſometimes again almoſt on the ſurface of her broad 7 
1 Milgence. Their uſe in their perihelion, or neareſt approach to 0 
Dulneſs, is the ſame in the moral world, as that of comets in the * 
natural, namely, to refreſh and recreate the dryneſs and decays of of 
the ſyſtem, in the manner marked out from ver. 91, to 75 $11 
n Ver. 75, 77. None need a guide, None want à place,] The fon” ſir 
of Dulneſs want no infiruftors in ſtudy, nor guides in life ; they th 
ate their own maſters in all ſciences, and their own keralds and '> 
£0 


Aatroducers into all places. ; 
. | 4 Not 
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Not cloſer, orb in orb, conglob'd are ſeen 

The buzzing bees about their duſky queen. 
The gath'ring number, as it moves along, 

Involves a vaſt-involuntary throng, 

Who gently drawn, and ſtruggling leſs and leſs, 

Roll in her vortex, and her pow*r-confeſs. 

Not thoſe alone who paſſive own her laws, 85 

But who, weak rebels, more advance her cauſe, 


Q 


 \Remanxs: | 
Ver. 76, to 107. It ought to be obſerved, that here are three 
claſſes in this aſſembly. The firſt of men abſolutely and avowed- 
ly dull, who naturally adhere to the Goddeſs, and are imagined in 
the ſimile of the bees about their queen. The ſecond involuntafi- 
ly drawn to her, though not cating. to own her influence; from 
ver. 81, to 90. The third, ef ſuch, as though not members of her 
ſtate, yet advance her ſervice by flattering Dulneſs, cultivating 
miſtaken talents, patronizing vile ſcribblers, diſcouraging living me- 
rit, or ſetting up for wits, and men of taſte, in arts they underſtand 
not; from ver. 91, to rot. 8 
Ver. 86. =oeah rebels, more advance her cauſc.] Such as thoſe who 
affect to oppoſe her government, by. ſetting up for patrons of let- 
ters, without knowing how to judge of merit. 'The conſequence 
of v hich is, that, as all true merit: is-modeſt and reſerved, and the 
falſe, forward and preſuming; and the judge eaſily impoſed upon; 
fools get the rewards due ta genius. For as the poet faid of one of 
theſe patrons, 


Dryden alone { what wonder ? came not nigh, | 
Dryden alone eſcap'd this judging eye. 


And thus, as he rightly obſerves, theſe weak rebels 2 ad- 
vance the cauſe of her they would be thought molt to oppoſe. 

For while no rewards are given for the encouragement of letters, 
Genius will ſupport itſelf on the footing of that reputation, which 
men of wit will always win from the Dunces. | But an undue 
- Giſtetbutidn' of the rewards of learning will entirely depreſs or dil- 
guſt all true genius; which now-not only finds itſelf robbed of the 

onours it might claim from others, but defeated of that very re- 
pautation it would otherwiſe have won for itſelf. For, as the courſe 
of things is ordered, general reputation, when it comes into rival- 
ſhip, is rather attendant on favour and high ſtation, than on the 
ſimple endowments of wit and learning. Hence we conclude, 
that unleſs che province of encouraging letters be wiſely and faith- 
fully adminiſtered, it were better for them that there were mo en- 
couragement. at all. 


Ra. Whate'er 
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Whate'er of dunce in college or in town 

Sneers at another, in toupee or gown ; 

Whate'er of mungril no one clas admits, 

A wit with dunces, and a dunce with wits, 90 
Nor abſent they, no members of her ſtate, 

Who pay her homage in her ſons, the great; 

Who falſe to Phoebus, bow the knee to Baal; 

Or impious, preach bis word without a call: 

Patrons, who ſneak from living worth to dead, 95 

Withhold the penſion, and ſet up the head; TM 

Or veſt dull flatt'ry in the ſacred gown ; 

Or give from fool to fool the laurel crown. 

And (laſt and worſt) with all the cant of wit, 

Without the ſoul, the Muſe's hypocrite. oo 

There march'd the bard and blockhead ſide by ſide, 

Who rhym'd for hire, and patroniz'd for pride. i 

"Narciſſus prais'd with all a parſon's pow'r, 

Look'd a white lily ſunk. beneath a ſhow'r. 

There mov'd Montalto with ſuperior air; 105 

His ftretch'd out arm difplay*d a volume fair; 

Courtiers and patriots in twe ranks divide, 


Thro* both he paſs'd, and bow'd from fide to fide : 


| | Remants, ih. 7-58 | ; 
Ver. 93. falſe to Phatbus] Spoken of the ancient and true Phæ- 
bus; not the French Phœbus, who hath no choſen prieſts of poets, 
but equally inſpires any man that pleaſcth to ſing or preach. 
| SCRIBL, 


Ver. 99, 100. | 7 
And (laft and wor) with all the cant of wit, 
Without the ſoul, the Muſes bypoorite.] 
In this divifion are reckoned up, x. The idolizers of Dulneſvin the 
at. 2, Ill judges —3. Ht writers. —4. I} patrons. - But the 
and <oorft, as he juftly calls him, is the Ma hyporrite, who is, 
as it were, the epitome of them all. He who thinks the only end 
of poetry is to amuſe, and the only buſineſs of the poet to be witty ;. 
and conſequently who cultivates only ſuch trifling talents in bim- 
ſelf, and encourages only ſuch in others. 0 


Ver. 108.—bow'd from fide te fidr:] As being of no-one party. 
8 But 
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But as in graceful act, with awful eye, | 

Compos'd he ſtood, bold Benſon thruſt him by: 116 

On two unequal crutches propt he came, 

Milton's on this, on that one Johnſton's name. 

The decent knight retirad with ſober rage, 

Withdrew his band, and clos'd the pompous page. 

But (happy for him as the times went then) 115 

Appear'd Apollo's may'r and aldermen, 

On whom three- hundred gold-capt youths await, 

To lug the pond'rous volume off in ſtate. | | 
When Dulneſs, ſmiling, —** Thus revive the wits!“ 

But murder firft, and mince them all to bits.; 120 

As erſt Medea (cruel, ſo to ſave!) 

A new edition of old Aſon gave; | 

| | Let 
"VARIATIONS: - 
Wer. 114. | | 1 
„What! no reſpect, he cry d, for Suaresrtant's page?! 


RTMARRKSs. E 

Ver. 119, -bold Benſon] This man endeavouring to raiſe himſelf 
to fame by ing monuments, ſtriking” coins, ſetting up heads, 
and procuring*tranflations of Milton; and afterwards by as greet 
paſſion for Arthur Johnſton, a Scots phyſician's verſion of the 
pſalms, of which he printed many fine editions. See more of him, 
book iii. ver. 325. | 

Ver. 113. the decent Knight] An eminent perſon, who wes about 
to publiſh a. very pompous edition of à great author at his own 
"EXPEeNces 4 

Wer 115, e.] Theſe four lines were printed in a ſeparate leaf 
by Mr. Pope in the laſt edition, which he himſelf gave, of the 
Dunciad, with directions to the printer, to put this leaf into its 
place as ſoon. as Sir T. H.'s Shakeſpeare ſhould be publiſhed- B. 

Ver. I19. * Thus-revive,” &c.] The Goddeſs applauds the prac- 
tice of tacking the obſcure names of . perſons not eminent in any 
branch of learning, to thoſe of the moſt diſtinguiſhed writers; 
either by pi inting editions of their works with impertinent altera- 
tions of their text, as: in the former inſtances; or by ſetting up 
monuments diſgraced with their own vile names and inſeriptions, as 
an the latter. 

Ver. 122. old ſon] Of whom Ovid (very applicable to thee 
reſtored authors) | 47% ; 


 « Fon miratur; 999 
Piſſimilemque animum 76111. 
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Let ſtandard authors, thus, like trophies horne, 

Appear more glorious as more hack'd and torn, 

And you, my critics! in the chequer'd ſhade, 125 

Admire new ſight thro? holes yourſelves have made. 
Leave not a foot of verſe, a foot of ſtone, 

A Pages a grave, that they can call their own; 


But ſpread, my ſons, your glory thin or thick, 

On paſſive paper, or on ſolid brick. 130 
So by each bard an alderman' ſhall fit, 
A beavy lord ſhall hang at ev'ry wit, 

| | | And 


— REMARKS. 

Ver. 128. A page, a grave, ] For whiat leſs than a grave can be 
granted to a dead author? or what leſs than-a page can be allowed 
a living one ? 4 05 

Ver. 128. A page,] Pagena, not pediſſeguar. A page of a book, 
not a ſervant, follower, or atttndant'; no poet having had a page 
ſince the death of Mr. Thomas Durfey. Scx1sr. 

Ver. 131. So by each bard an aldermas, &.] Vide the Tomb. er, 
the Poets, Editio Weſtmonaſterienſis. ; EF 

Ibid.—as alderman ſtall fit,) Alluding to the monument erected 
for Butler by Alderman Barber. | oy | 

Ver. 132. A beavy lord fball 7 ev'ry wit,] How unnatural 
an image! and how ill ſupported! faith Ariſtarchus. Had it been, 


A heavy wit ſhalt hang at ev ry lord, 


ſomething might have been ſaid, in an age fo diſtinguiſhed for 
well judging patrons: For Lozp, then; read Bonn, that is, of 
debts here; and of commentaries hereafter: To this purpoſe, 
conſpicuous is the caſe of the poor author. of Hudibras, whoſe beds, 
long ſince weighed down to the grave by a load of debts, has lately 
| had a more unmexeiful load of commentarits laid upon his /pirt ; 
= wherein the editor has archieved more than Virgil himſelf, when he 
Fþ# turned critic, could boaſt of, which was only, © that he had picked 
gold out of another man's dung; whereas the editor has picked 
it out of his own. ScrrBL. | 
Atiſtarchus thinks the common reading right; and that the au- 
thor Kimfelf had been ſtruggling; and has but juſt ſhaken off bis 
load when he wrote the following epigram. 


; IAuITATIO&NsS. 
Ver. 126. Adulre new light, &c.] 
The ſoul's dark cottage, batter'd and decay'd, | 
« Lets in new light, thro' chicks that time has made.“ 


Waller, 
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And- while on Fame's triumphal car they ride, 

Some ſlave of mine be pinion'd to their (ide. | 
Now crouds on crouds around the Goddeſs preſs, 135 

Each eager to preſent the fixſt addreſs. 

Dunce ſcorning dunce behold the next advance, 

But fop ewe | 


op ſuperior complaiſance. 


When lo! a ſpectre roſe, whoſe index-hand. 


Held forth the virtue of the dreadful wand; 140 
His beaver'd brow a birchen garland wears, 
Dropping with infant's blood, and mother's tears. 
O'er ev'ry vein a ſhudd' ring horror runs; 
Eton and Winton: ſhake thro? all their ſons, 
All fleſh: is humbled, Weitminſter's bold race 145 
Shrink, and*confeſs the genius of the place: | 
The pale boy-ſenator yet tingling ſands, 
And holds his breeches cloſe with both his hands: 

| Then 


| ReMARKS. _ 
& My Lord complains, that Pope, ſtark mad with 
Has lopt three trees the value of three farthings ; 
« But he's my neighbour, cries the peer polite; 
« And if he'll viſit me, IL wave my right. a 
« What? on cempulſion? and againſt my will, 
« A Lord's acquaintance? Let him file his bill.“ 
Ver. 137, 138. 
Dunce ſcorning dunce bebolds the next advance, 
Bis fop fhews fop ſuperior complaiſunte.] 
This is not to be afcribed ſo much to the different manners of a 
court and college, as to the different effes- which a- pretenee to 
learning, and a pretevece to wit, have on blbckheads. For as judg- 
ment conſiſts in finding out the difference in things, and wit in find- 
ing out their /iteneſes, ſo the Dunce is all diſcord and diſſenſion, 
and conſtantly buſied in reproving, examining, confuting, &c. while 
the fop flouriſhes in peace, with ſongs and hymns of praiſe, addreſſes, 
cha fraclers, epithalamiums, Ke. i | 
Ver. 140. the dreadful wand ;} A cane ufually borne by ſchool- 
maſters, which drives the poor fouls about like the wand of Mer- 
cury. Scrret. | | | 
Ver. 148. And Bolts his breethes] An effect of fear ſome what Ike 
this, is deſctibed in the 7th Eneid. 


| I»1TAT10NS. 
Ver. 142. Dropping with infant's blood, &c.] 
« Firſt Moloch, horrid king, beſmear'd with blood, 
Of human facrifice, and parents tears.” Milton. 


* 


200 THE DUNCTA D. - Boox IV. , 
Then thus. Since man from beaſt by words is knows, 2 
Words are man's-provinee,. words we teach alone. 150 P 
When reaſon doubtful, like the Samian letter, L 
Points him two ways, the narrower is the better. 7 
'Plac'd'at the door of learning, youth to guide, 1 
We never ſuffer it to ſtand too wide. . pH 
To aſk, to guefs, to know, as they commence, 155 H 
Ns fancy opens the quick ſprings- of ſenſe, E 
We ply the memory, we load the brain, Ir 
Bind rebel wit, and double chain on chain, H 
Confine the thought, to exerciſe the breath; A 
And keep them+in-the pale of words till death. 16s | 
Whate er the talents, or howe'er deſign'd, 81 
We hang one jingling padlock an the mind.: | 
REMARKS. 4 
% Contremuit nemus +7 
« Ft trepidæ matres preſſere ad pectora natos. H 


nothing being ſo natural, in any apprehenſion, as to lay cloſe hold 

err Whatever is ſuppoſed tobe moſt in danger: But let it not be a 
imagined the author would inſinuate theſe youthful ſenators 2 
(though fo lately come from ſchool) to be under the undue influ- f 
ence of any maſter. SoRIBI. 


Ver. 153: ike the Samian letter,] The letter V, uſed by Pytha- 5 

-goras as an emblem of the different roads of virtue and vice. | » 
Et tibi quz Samios diduxit. litera ramos:” Perſ. tu 

Ver. 15 3. Plac'd at the door, &c.] This circumſtance of the g. q 
uus loci (with that of the index-hand-before; ſeems to be an allu- 1 
ſion to the table of \Cebes, where the genius of human nature fo 
points out the road to be purſued by thoſe. entering. into life. 7; 
0 N e 6 ava bene, x R TO0% © Th yagi, tai Th to 
dees deri Ferxvowy Tt, N Aæ lum xanxita, &c. ſoc 

| Ver. 154. ftand too wide] A pleafant alluſion to the de- vie 


ſcription of the door of Wiſdom in the table Cebet; Ougar 


ria (bg , Nl 
Ver- 159. to exerciſe. the. breath.;] By obligia g them to get the 


claſſic poets by heart, which furniſhes*them with endleſs matter for RO 
converſation and verbal amuſement for their whole lives. | bu 
Ver. 162. We hang one jingling padlock, &c.] For youth bein £0 
uſed like pack-horſes, and beaten under a heavy load of words, le m 
whey ſheuld tire, their inſtructors contrive to make the words jingle the 
:in.rhyme or metre. | 13 $7 5 
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A poet the firſt day, he dips his quill; 

And what the laſt ? a very poet ſtill. 

Pity! the charm works only in our wall, 165 
Loſt, loſt too ſoon in yonder Houſe or Hall. 

here truant Wywpran ev'ry Moſe gave o'er, 

There TALBOT ſunk, and was a wit no more! 

How ſweet an Ovid, Murray was our boaſt! 

How many Martials were in PuLT'xey loſt ! 170 
Elſe ſure ſome bard, to our eternal praiſe, 

In twice ten thouſand rhyming nights and days, 


And South beheld that F ay of man. 
Oh (cry'd the Goddeſs) for ſome pedant reign! 175 
Some gentle Jams to bleſs the land again; - 
; | 0 


| REemMants, 

Ver. 166. in yonder Houſe or Hall.] Weſtminſter-hall and the 
Houſe of Commons. 

Ver. 174. That maſterpiece of man, ] Viz. an epigram, The fa- 
mous Doctor South declared a perfect epigram to be as difficult a 
performance as an epic poem. And the critics ſay, © an epic 
« poem is the greateſt work human nature is capable of.” 

Ver. 175. Ob (cry'd the Godteſs ), &c.] The matter under debate 
is how to confine men to words for life. The inſtructors of youth 
ſhew how well they do their parts; but complain that „hen men 


cone into the world, they are apt to forget their learning, arid. 


turn themſelves to uſeful knowledge. This was an evit that want- 
ed to be redreſſed. And this the Goddeſs aſſures them will need a 
more extenſtve tyranny, than that of grammar-ſchools. She there- 
fore points oft to them the remedy, in Her withes for arbitrary 
forver ; whoſe intereſt it being to keep men from the ſtndy of 
t5ings, vill encourage the propagation” of tcordt and fornds ; and, 
to make all ſure, ſhe wiſhes for another pedant monarch. The 
ſooner to obtain ſo great a bleſſing, ſhe is even for once to 
violate the fundamental principle of her politics, in having her 


fons taught at leaſt one thing ; but that ſufficient, the doctrine of 


divine right, 

Nothing can be juſter than the obſervation here inſinuated, that 
no branch of learning thrives well under arbitrary government 
but the verbal. The reaſons are evident. Tt is utifafe under ſuch. 
governments to cultivate the ſtudy of things, eſpecially things of- 
importance. Beſides, when men have loſt their public virtue, 
they naturally delight in triſles, if their private morals ſecure 
them from being vicious. Hence fo great a cloud of ſcholiaſts and: 
gammarians fo ſoon orerſpread the light of Greece. and Rome, 
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To ſtick the doctor's chair into the throne, 

Give law to words, or wat with words alone, 
Senates and courts with Greek and Latin rule, 
And turn the council to a grammar ſchool! 180 


For ſure, if PDulneſs ſees a grateful day, 


Tis in the ſhade of arbitrary ſway. 


| Remarks = | 
hen once thoſe famous communities had loſt their liberties. Ane- 


ther reaſon is the encouragement which arbitrary governments give 
to the ſtudy of words, in order to buſy and amuſe active geniuſes, 
who might otherwiſe prove tronbleſome and inquiſitive. So when 
Cardinal Richelieu bad deſtroyed the poor remains of his country: 
:liberties, and made the ſupreme court of Parliament merely mi- 
nifterial, he inſtituted the French academy, forthe perfecting their 
language. What was faid upon that occaſion, by a brave magi- 
ſtrate, hen the letters patent of its erection came to be verjned 
in the Parliament of Paris, deſerves to be remembered: he told 
the aſſembly, that © it put him in mind how an emperor of Rome 
once treated his ſenate; who, when he had deprived them of 
the cogniſance of public matters, ſent a meſſage to them in form 
for their opinion about the beſt ſauce for a turbot. 
Ver. 176. Some gentle Fairs, e, Wilſon tells us that this 
King, James I. took upon him lf to teach the Latin tongue to Car, 
Earl of Somerſet ; and that Gondomar, the Spaniſh ambaſſador, 
would ſpeak falſe Latin to him, on purpoſe to give him the plea- 
. ſure of correcting it, whereby he wrought himſelf into his good 
_ graces. _ — 5 
e prince was the fn ſt who aſſamed the title of Sacra 
Majefty, which his loyal clergy transferred from God to bin. 
Ihe principles of paſſive obedience and non- xeſiſtance (ſays the 
ee author of the Differtation on parties, letter 8) which before his 


time bad ſculked perhaps in ſome old homily, were talked, 
* Mtitten, and preached-into vogue in that inglorious reign.” 


Ver. 181, 182. if Dulneſs ſees a grateful day, 'Tis in the ſpate 
.of arbitrary ſway.] And 2 it is in Dulneſs to make this 
. confeſſion, I will not ſay ſhe alludes to that celebrated verſe of 


2 Nunquam /ibertas gratior exſtat 5 

« Quam ſub Rege pio; 
But this I will ſay, that the words liberty and monarchy have been 
:frequently coufounded and miſtaken one for the other, by the 


. 
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O! if my ſons may. learn one earthly thing, 

Teach but that one, ſufficient for a king; | 

That which my prieſts, and mine alone, maintain, 185 

Which as it dies or lives, we fall or reign ; ih 

May you, my Cam, and Liis, preach it long! 

« The Ric ur Divine of kings to govern wrong.“ 
Prompt at the call, around the Goddeſs roll 


Broad hats, and hoods, and caps, a fable ſhoal: 190 


Thick and more thick the black blockade extends, 
A hundred head of Ariſtotle's friends: 
Nor | 


Kane a 


gaveſt authors. I ſhould therefore conjectute, 'that the gennine- 
* of the foxecited verſe was thus, 


nunquam libertas gratior « exſtat 
« «2 ſub. Lege pia, 7 


and that rege was the reading only of Dulneſs herſelf: : and there- 
fore ſhe might allude to it. Scr1BL. 

I judge quite. otherwiſe of this paſſage ; the genuine reading is + 
libertas and rege : fo'Claudian gave it. But the error lies in the 
firſt verſe : it-ſhoukd be exit, not eat; and then the meaning will 
be, that liberty was never 1 oft or went ay with fo good a grace, 
as:under a good king; it being without doubt a tenfold ſhame to 
laſe it under a bad one. 

This farther leads me to animadvert upon a moſt grievous piece” 
ef nonſenſe to be found in all the editions of the author of the 
Dunciad himſelf, A moſt capital one it is, and owing to the con- 
fuſion above-mentioned by. Seriblerus, of the two-words liberty. and 
monarchy, Eſſay on Crit: 


Nature, like monarchy, is but reſtrain'd 
By the ſame laws herſelf at firſt ordain'd.” _ 


Wo ſees not, it ſhould be natare, lile liberty? Correct it there- 
fore, repugnantibus omnibus (even though the author himſe lf ſhould 

oppugn) in all the impreſſions which have been, or ſhall be, made 
of his works, BEN TL. 

Ver. 189. Prompt at the call— Ar iſott. s friends] The author, 
with great propricty, hath made theſe, who were fo prompt at the” 
cal. of Dulneſs, to become preachers of the divine right of kings, 
to be the friends of Ariſtotle; for this philoſopher, in his politics, 
hath laid it down as a principle, that ſome men were by nature * 
made to ſerve, and others to command. 

Ver. 192. Ariſtotle's friends.) A ſatire on Scnoor Wu 
sour, which was founded i in. a corrupt N and is the« 
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Nor wert thou, Iſis, wanting to the day, . 
Tho? Chriſt-ehurch long kept prudiſhly away.] a 
Hach flaunch Polemic, ſtubborn as a rock, 195 
Each fierce Logician, till expelling Locke, 
| Bey : Came 


Remarks. 

art of making a deal from nothing, in theology; and nothing 
from a — | 2 | 

Ibid. A bundred head of Ariftetle's friends.) The pbiloſopby of 
Ariſtotle had ſuffered a long diſgrace in this learned univerſity ; 
being firſt expelled by the Carteſian, which, in its turn, gave place 
to the Newtonian. But it had all this while ſome faithful follow. 
ers in ſecret, who never bowed the knee to Baal, nor acknowledged 
any ſtrange god in philoſophy. Theſe, on this new appearance of 


ſion of the ancient faith, in the i#/e dixit of their maſter. Thus 
far SeRIBLERUS. _ "66 wry 

But the learned Mr. Colley Cibber takes che matter quite other- 
wiſe ; and that this varie fortune of Ariftotle relates not to bis 
natural, but his moral philoſophy. For ſpeaking of that univerſity 
in his time, he ſays, they ſeemed to have as implicit a reverence 
for Shakeſpeare and Johnſon, as formerly for the ETaics of 
6% x4 ag See his life, p. 385. One would think this learned 
profetior had miſtaken Ethics = ; unleſs he might imagine 
the morals too were grown into diſuſe, from the relaxation they 
admitted of during the time he mentions, viz. while he and the 
players were at Oxford. Tort | 
Ibid. A hundred bead, &c.] It appears by this the Gaddeſs had 
been careful of keeping up a ſucceſſion, according to the rule, 


e, Semper enim refice : ac, ne poſt amiſſa tequitas, 


It is remarkable with what dignity the poet here deſcribes tlie 
' friends of this ancient philoſopher. Horace does not obſerve the 


Cum ridere woles Epicuri de grege Porcum. But the ward drove, 
armentum, here underſtood, is a word of honour, as the moſt noble 
Feſtus the grammarian aſſures us, Armentum id genus pecoris 
« appellatur, quod eſt idoneum opus armorum.” And alluding to 


@ bundred head. SCRIBL. OS 

Ver. 194. [Tho Ghriftechburch, &c.] This line is doubtleſs ſpu- 
Tious, and foiſted in by the impertinence of the edjtor ; and accord- 
ingly we have put it in between hooks. For I affirm this college came 


pay homage to Dulneſs in its zubole body. B&xTL, 


the Goddeſs, come out like confeſſors, and make an open profel- 


« Anteveni; et ſobolem armento ſortire quotannis.” x 


ſame decorum with regard to thoſe of another ſe, when he ſays, - 
the temper of this zuarlile breed, our poet very appolitely calls them 


as carly as ag other, by its proper deputies ; nor did any college | 
Ver. 196. fill expelling, Locke,] In the year 1703 there was 
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Came whip and ſpur, and daſh'd thro' thin and thick 
On German Crouzaz, and Dutch Burgerſdyck. 
As many quit the ſtreams that murm' ring fall | 
To lull the ſons of Marg'ret and Clare-hall, 200 
Where Bentley late tempeſtuous wont to ſport 
In troubled waters, but now fleeps in Port. 
Before 
| Revants 
a meeting of the heads of the univerſity of Oxford to cenfure Mr. 
Locke's Eſſay en Human Underſtanding, and to fotbie the reading 
it. See his letters in the laſt edition. SITE 7: z 

Ver. 198. On German Crouzaz, and Dutch Burgerſdyck.] There 
ſeems to be an improbability that the doctors and heads of houſes 
ſhall ride on horſeback, who, of late days, being gouty or un- 
wieldy, have kept their coaches. * But theſe are horſes of great 
ſtrength, and fit to carry any weight, as their German and Dutch 
extraction may manifeſt ; and very famous we may conchide, be- 
ing honoured with names, as were the horſes Pegaſus and Buce- 

s. SCRIPT, | | 145 

Though I have the greateſt deferenee to the penetration of this 
eminent ſeholiaſt, and muſt own that nothing can be more natural 
than his interpretation, or juſter than that 11 of criticiſm, which 
directs us to keep to the literal Tenſe, when no apparent abfurdity 
accompanies it, (and ſure there is no abſurdity in ſuppoſing a logi- 
cian on hovſeback), yet ſtill I muſt needs think the hackneys here 
celebrated were hot teat hotſes, nor even centaurs, which, for 
the ſake of the learned Chiron, I ſhould rather be inclined to think, 
if I were forced to ſind them four legs, but downright plain men, 
though Logicians: and only thus metamorphoſed by a rule oft 
rhetoric, ot which Cardinal Perron gives us an example, where he 
calls Clavius, Un eſprit peſant, lourd, fans ſubtilité, ni gentil- 
leſſe UN on CHEVAL Þ* ALLEMAGNE.” AIs ra. 

Here | profeſs to go oppoſte to the whole ſtream of commenta- 
tors. I think the poet only aimed, though aukwardly, at an ele- 
gant Greciſm in this repreſentation ; for in that language the word 
r [horſe] was often prefixed to others, to denote greatneſs or 
ſtrength ; 25 iN ,a, Ae, ireuνj˖qejbęos. and par- 
ticularly IL HOr NON, a great connoiſſeur, which comes 
neareſt to the caſe in hand. Scir. Marr. 

Ver. 199. The ftreams] The river Cam, running by the walls of 
theſe colleges, which are particularly famous for their {kill in diſ- 
putation. _ * F | 

Ver. 203. flees in Port] viz. Now retired into harbour, af- 
© ter the tempeſts that had long agitated his ſociety,”* 80 Scti- 
dlerus. But the learned Scipio Maffei underſtands it of a certain 

Vor. III. 8 | 


mitted other people to uncover, them. . 


| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
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Before them march'd that awful Ariſtarch ; 


Plough'd was his front with many a deep remark : 


His hat, which never veil'd to human pride, 205 
Walker with rev'rence took, and laid aſide. 
Low bow'd the reſt: he, kingly, did but nod; 


So vpright Quakers pleaſe both man and God. 


Miſtreſs ! diſmiſs that rabble from your throne : 
Avaunt— is Ariſtarchus yet unknown ? 210 
The mighty ſcholiaſt, whoſe unweary'd pains 
Made Horace dull, and humbled Milton's ſtrains. 
"Turn what they will to verſe, their toil is vain, 
Critics like me ſhall make it proſe again. | 
wine called Port, from Oporto, a city of Portugal, of which this 
profeſſor invited him to drink abundantly. Scr. Marr. © De 
* compotationibus academicis.“ "es: — 

Ver. 205. His bat, &c. 80 upright Quaters pleaſe both man 


- end God.] The hat-worſhip, as the Quakers call it, is an abomina- 


tion to that ſeQ ; yet, where it is neceſſary to pay that reſpect to 
man, (as in the courts of juſtice and Houſes of Parliament,) they 
have, to avoid offence, and yet, not vielate their ience, pers 


L 


Ver. 210. Ariftarchus] A famous commentator, and IR - | 


of Homer, whoſe name has been frequently uſed to ſignify a com- 
critic. The compliment paid by our author to this eminent 
ofeſſor, in applying r 

ze hath omitted to comment on this part which contains his own 
praiſes. . We ſhall therefore ſupply that loſs to our beſt ability. 
| U. | | _ S$ScnrrL, 
Ver. 214. Critics like -] Alluding to two famous editions 


olf Horace and Milton; whoſe richeſt veins of poetry he had pro- 
digally reduced to the pooreſt and moſt beggarly proſe. —Verily 


the learned ſcholiaſt is grievouſly miſtaken. Ariſtarchus is not 


boaſting here of the wonders of his art in annihilating the ſublime; 


WR" ; en of 
3 Ver. 207. He, lingly, did but nod ;] Nlilton. 
N «6 — He, 2 ly, from his ſtate { : | 
1 1 | 
© Ver. 210,—iz Ariſtarchus yet unknown 7] | 
- « Sic notus Ulyſſes?” _ 5 


1 Doſt thou not feel me, Nome ?: Ben Jcehaſon. 
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Roman and Greek grammarians! know your better: 
Author of ſomething yet more great than letter; 216 
While tow'ring o'er your alphabet, like Savl, 

Stands our Digamma, and'o'ertops them all. 

'Tis true, on words is ſtill our whole debate, 


Diſputes of me or te, of aut or at, 220 

To ſound or fink in cans, O or A, 

Or give up Cicero to C or K. | 
Rexknns: 


but of the »/z/alneſs of it, in reducing the turgid to its proper 


daſs; the words, make it proſe again,” plainly ſhewing that 
proſe it was, though aſhamed of its original, and therefore to 
proſe it ſhould return. Indeed, much is it to be lamented that 
Dulneſs doth not confine her critics to this uſeful taſk ; and com- 
miſſion them to diſmount what Ariſtophanes calls Pnα i- 
Pauove, all © proſe on horſeback.” Scrapr, | 
Ver. 216. Author of ſomething yet more great than letter ;}] Alz 
lading to thoſe grammarians, ſueh as Palamedes: and Simonides, 
who invented inge letters, But Ariftarchus, who had found out 
2 double one, was therefore worthy of double honour. Scr1sBL. 
Ver. 217, 218. While tow'ring oer your alphabet, Jike Saul, — 
$tands our Digamma,] Alludes to the boaſted reſtoration of the 
Kolic Digamma, in his long projected edition of Homer, He calls 
© ſomething more than letter,” from the enormous figure it 


would make among the other letters, being one gamma ſet upon 


the ſnouſders. of another. 

Ver. 220. of me or te, ] It was a ſerious diſpute, about which the 

learned wete much divided, and fome treatifes written: had it 

deen about meum and tuum, it could not be more conteſted, than 
whether at the end of the firſt ode of Horace, to read, Me doc- 

* tarum hederz prxmia frontium,”” or, Te dectarum hederæ.“ 
By this the learned ſcholiaſt would ſpem to inſinuate that the 

diſpute was not about mem and tum, which is a miſtake : for, as 

a venerable ſage obſerveth, © Words are the counters of wiſe men, 

* but the money of Wols; fo that we ſee their property was in- 
deed concerned. Scxinu. | . 


Ver. 222. Or ge up Cicero to Cor K.] Grammatical diſputes 
out the manner of . pronouncing Cicero's name in Greek. It is 


1 IMiTATIONS. | 
Ver. 215, Roman and Greek Grammarians, &.] Imitated from 
Propertius ſpeaking of the Æneid. | | 
« Cedite, Romani ſcriptores, cedite Graii ! 
« Neſco quid majur nakitur lliade:”* 
D 2. 
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Let Friend affect to ſpeak as Terence ſpoke, 
And Alſop never but like Horace joke: 
For me, what Virgil, Pliay _ deny, 223 
Manilius or Solinus ſhall ſupply : 
For Attic phraſe in Plato I them ſeeks. 
I poach in Suidas for unlicens'd Greek. 
In ancient ſenſe if any needs will deal, 
Be ſure I give them fragments, not a meal: 230 
Wbat Gellius or Stobæus haſh'd before, 
Or chew'd by blind old ſcholiaſts o er and 5 
The critic eye, that microſcope of wit, 
See hairs and pores, examines bit by bit: 
How parts relate to parts, or they to whole, 245 
The body's harmony, the beaming ſonl, | 
Are things which Kuſter, Burman, Waſſe ſhall hes 
When man's whole frame is obvious to a fea. 

Ah, think not, miſtreſs! more true dulneſs lies 


In Folly's ee AOg grave diſguiſe, 7 


—— 
— 


- Primate: 


| > Bio aber in Latin the name of Hermagoras ſliould end 


in es or a, Quintilian quotes. Cicero as writing it H. 2 
which Bentley rejects, and 5 -Quintilian muſt be miſtaken, Cicero: 
could not write is fo, and that; in this c 2 5 \ og not believe 
Cicero himſelf.” Theſe are his very wor Ego vero Cicero-. 
nem ita ſeripſiſſe ne Ciceroni quidem affir crediderim.!'— 
Epiſt. ad Mill. in fin. Frag. Menaud. et armans vi 

Ver, 22.3; 224. Friend-—Alſop] Dr. Robert Friend, maſter of 
Weſtminſter ſchool, and canon * Obrig-church—Ur. Aba 
Alſop, a happy imitator of the Horatian ſtyle. 
Ver. 226. Manilius or Solinus ] Some eritics. having had it n- 
their choice to comment either on Virgil or Manilius, Pliny or 
Solinus, have choſen the worſe author, More freely to diſplay 


critical c 1 
e 228, N 2 Gellius, Stobaws], "rhe ils a Aub 


2 2 a ceileclor of impertinent facts and barbaraus words; the 
igute critic; the third ap author, 122 —— 
2 he public, where we happeh much mince- 
Lamar hoe wh 
Ver. 232: Or chew'd by Blind aid fetus o'r and o'er.) Theſc- 
taking the fame things eternally from the mouth of one another. 
Ver. 239, 240. Ah, think not miflreſs, &c. I Folly's cap, 
&c.] By this it appears the dances and fops, mentioned ver. 139, 
140. had a e ee the Goddefs's favour on 


— 


— 
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Like buoys, that never ſink into the flood, 
On learning's ſurface we but lie and nod, 
Thine is the genuine head of many a houſe, 
And much divinity without a Nb. 

Nor could a Baxxow work on ev'ry block, 2455 
Nor has one ATTERBuryY ſpoil'd 4 flock. 
See ! till thy own, the heavy canon roll, 
And metaphyſic ſmokes involve the pole. 


For e 


RrMakks. 
this great day. Thoſe got the ſtart, but theſe make it up by their 
ſpokeſman in the next ſpeech.s It ſeems as if Ariſtarchus here 
firſt ſaw him advancing. with his fair pupil. Sczrsz, 

Ver. 241, 242, Like buoys, &&C——Or Learning Surface, Kc. 
So that the ſtation of a profeſſor is only a kind of legal noticer to 
inform us where the utter d bulk of learning lies funk ; which - 
after ſo long unhappy navigation, and now without either matter - 
WROTE we may wiſh, with Horace, may li- . 

Nonne vides, ut 
© Nudum remigio latus? 
* non tibi ſunt integra lintea; 
6 Now: Di, quo-iterum preſſa voces malo. 
uam vis pontica pinus, 

1 Sy væ filia nobilis, 

« jactes et genus, et nomen iuutile. Hor. 


Ver. 244. And much divinity 4 Ni, ] A word wack * 
aſſected by the learned Ariftarchus in common converſation, to 
lignify genius or natural acumen. But this: paſſage! has a farther 
view: Ns was the Platonic term for mind, or the firf cauſe, and * 
that ſyſtem of divinity is here hinted at which terminates in blind 
nature without a Ns: ſuch as the poet afterwards deſcribes, , 
(ſpeaking of the dreams of one of theſe latter Platoniſts), 

Or that bright i image to our faney draw, 
Which Theocles in raptur d viſion laws, 
«© That Nature, &c. 

Ver. 245, 246. Barrow,  Atterbury;] Iſaar Barrow,” Maſter of © 
Trinity, Francis Atterbury Dean of - Chfiſt-church, - both great - 
niuſes and eloquent preachers ; one more converſant in 2 ſub- 
lime geometry, the other in claſfical learning; but who equally - 
made VVT 
cieties. 

Ver. 247. the 3 canon] Canon here, if ſpoken of 
is in the plural — if — « canons of the houſe,” —4 
ſingular, and meant only of one: in which caſe I ſuſpect the pole 
to be a falſe reading, and that it ſhould be the poll, or head or that 


8 3. 


1 
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For thee we dim the eyes, and tuff the head 


Wick all ſuch reading as was never read: 250 


For thee explain a thing till all men doubt it: 

And write: about-it, Goddeſs, and about-it : 

So ſpins the ſilł· worm ſmall its ſlender ſtore, . 

Aud labours till it clouds ifelf all o'er. 

What tho' we let ſome better ſort of fool 255; 
Thrid ev'ry ſcience, run: through ev'ry ſchool? 

Never by tumbler thro? the hoops was ſhown. 

Such kl] in paſſing all, and touching none. 

He may indeed (if lober al this time) 

Plague with diſpute, or perſecute with rbyme. 260 
We only. furnith what we cannot uſe, 

Or wed to what we muſt divorce, a Muſe: 


Full 


Rr MNA RRS. — . 
canon, It may be objected, that this is a mere paranome/ia or 
gun. But what of that? Is any figare of ſpeech more appolite to 
our gentle Goddeis, or more frequently uſed by her and her chil- 
dren, eſpecially of the univerſity ? Doubtleſs it better ſuits the 
character of Dulneſs, yea of à doctor, than that of an angel; yet 
Milton feared not to put a cenſiderable quantay into the mouths 
of his. It hath indeed been obſerved, that they were the devil's 
angels, as if he did it to ſuggeſt the devil was the autbor as well 
of falſe wit, as of falſe religion, and that” the father of lies was 
alſo the father of puns. But this is idle; it muſt be owned a 
Cbriſtian practice, uſed in the · primitive times' by ſome of the fa- 
92450 and in latter by moſt of the ſons of the church; till the de- 

auched reign of Charles II. when the ſhameleſs paſſion for wit 
overthrew every thing: and even the deft writers admitted it, 

provided it was vbſcene, under the name- of the double entendFe. 
SCRIBL. 

Ver. 248. And metaphyſic fmoker, Se.] Here the learned An. 
ſtarchus ending the firſt member of his harangne in behalf of 
roordi ; and entering on the other half, which regards the teaching 
of A very artfully connects the ewe parts in an encomiunr 
on METAPBYYSICS, a wy —.— 5555 between words and 
things: communieating, in its obſeurity fubftance, and in its 
TOTS with names. Seni. 

Ver. 255,—271. What the' we bo dons better fort of fool, Kc. 
| Hitherto Ariſtarchus hath diſplayed the art of Lyngs oy his pupil 
words, without things. He ſhews greater (kill in what follows, 
| which is to teach things without proht. For with the © better fort 
* of fool” the firſt expedient is, ver, 254,—258. to run him ſo 
ſwiftly through the circle of the ſciences that he ſhalt ſtick at no- 
thing, nor nothing ſtick with him; and though ſome little, both 
of words and A nie + 1 * 


ICT 
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Full in the midſt of : Euclid dip at once, 

And petriby a genius to a dunce: » 1 

Or ſet on metaphyſie ground to prance, 265 

Show all his paces, not a ſtep advance. 

With the ſame cz MznT; ever ſure to bind, 

We bring to one dead level ev'ry miad. 

Then = him to develope; if you can, 

Aud hew the block off, aud get out the man. 292 

But wherefore waſte I words? I fee advance | 

Whore, pupil, and lac'd governor from France. 
| . Walker! 


REMARKS. . 
ſage, yet he ſhows, ver-259,-to 261. that it is never more of the: 
one than juſt to enable him to 2 * with rbyme, or of the: 
other than to plague with diſpute. ik, after all, the pupil will: 
needs learn a ſcience, it is then provided by his careful directors, 
ver. 261; 262, that it ſhall- either be- ſuch as he can never enjoy - 
when he comes out into life, or ſuch as he will be obliged to - 
divorce, And to make all ſure, ver. 263,—267. the uſeleſs or per- 
nicious ſciences, thus taught, are ſtill · applied perverſely; the-man-: 
of wit petrified in Euclid, or-trammelled in metaphyſics; and the 
man of judgment married, without his parents conſent; to a Muſe. 
Thus. far the particukir arts of. modern education, uſed partially, 
and diverſified according to the ſabject and the occaſion : but there: 
is one general method, with the encomium of which the great Ari-. 
farchus ends hig ſpeech, ver: 267 —270. and that is AUTHORITY, : 
the univerſal MEH, which fills” the cracks and chaſms of 
lifeleſs matter, flats up all the pores of living fubſtances;- and 
brings al} human minds to one dead level. For i nature ſhould ' 
chance-to ſtruggle through all-the entanglements of the foregoing. 
ingenions expedients to bind rebel rt, this claps upon her one: 
fore and entire cover. So that well - may Ariſtarchus defy all hu- 
man power to get the man out again from under ſo impenetrable a 
eruſt. The poet alludes to this maſterpiece of the ſchools in ver. 
Jot, where he ſpeaks of 3 8 ; 

N Ver. 264. petrify a genius 2 ote who ave no genius, employ- 
ed in works of imagination; thoſe-who have, in abſtract ſciences. 
Ver. 270. and Beau the block off,] A notion of. Ariſtotle,-that- 
there- was originally in every block of marble, a ſiatye Which 
would appear on the removal of ſuperfluous parts. - 3 
Ver. 272. lac d governor], Why lac d] Becauſe gold and ſilver 
are neceſſary trimming to denote the dreſs of a perſon. of rank, 
and the governor mult be ſuppoſed ſo in ſoreign countries, ta he 
admitted into courts and other ꝓlaces of fair reception. But how 
comes Arxiſtarchus to know: at ſight that this governot came ſrom 
France? Know, why, by tlie laced coat. Schäl. 
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Walker! our hat nor more he deign'd to ſay, 1 
But, ſtern as Ajax? ſpectre, ſtrode away. 

In flow'd at once a gay embroider'd race, 275 


And tittꝰring puſh'd the pedants off the place: 


Some would have ſpoken, but the voice was drown'd' 
By the French horn, or by the op'ning hound. 

The firſt came forwards, with as eaſy mien, 

As if he ſaw St. James's and the Queen. 280 
When thus th' attendant orator begun, 

Receive, great Empreſs!' thy accompliſh'd ſon :- — 
Thine from the birth, and ſacred from the rod, 
A. dauntleſs infant! never. ſoar'd with God. 


N a REMARKS; . * — 
Ver. 272: Whore, pupli, and lac d governor.] Some critics: have 
objected to the order here, being of opinion that the governot 


ſhould have the precedence before the whore, if not before the 


pupil. But, were. he ſo placed, it might be thought to inſinuate 
that the governor led the pupil to the whore : and were the pupil 
placed firſt, he might be:ſuppoſed to lead the governor to her. But 
our impartial poet, as he is drawing their picture, repreſents them 
in the order in which they ate generally ſeen ; namely, the pupil 
between the whore and the gover nor; but placeth the whore firſt, 
as ſhe uſually governs both the other. 1 

Ver. 274. flern as Ajus ſpectre, ſirode ancay.) See Homer, Odyſſ. 
xi. where the ghoſt of Ajax · turns ſullenly from Ulyſſes the trave!- 
ler, who had ſueceeded againft him in the: diſpute for the arms of 
Achilles. There had been the fame contention between the travel - 
ling and the waiver/ity tutor, for the. ſpoils--of+ our young heroes, 
and faſhion adjudged it to the former; fo that this might well oc - 


caſion the ſullen dignity in departure, which Longinus fo much ad- 
mired. SerIBL, + \\ | | * 
Ver. 276. 4 tit#ring puſs'd, &e i | 

« Rideat et pulſet laſciva decentius ætas. Hos. . 


Ver. 280. Ar if be ſaw St; James's] Reflecting on the diſie- 


| fpedful and indecent behaviour of ſeveral forward young perſons - 


in the preſence, ſo offenſive to all ſerious men, and to none more 
than the Scriblerus.. Kan | 
Ver. 281. #5 attendant.orator] The governor above-ſaid. The 
poet gyees him no particular name; being unwilling, I preſume, . 
to oftend, I 


or do injuſtice to any, by celebrating one only with -* 


whom this charater agrees, in preference to-ſo many who-equally ' 
deferve it. Scarnr. . | 
Ver. 284. A dauntleſs infant ! never ſcur di with | God] i. c. 


Brought up in the enlarged principles of modern education; whoſe- 
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The fire ſaw, one by one, his virtues wake: 2$5. 
The mother begg'd the bleſſing of a rake. 
Thou gav'& that ripeneſs, which ſo ſoon began, | 
And ceas'd o — he ne'er was bay, nor n 


REMARKS. 


great point is to keep the infant mind free from the prejudices of 
opinion, and the growing ſpirit unbroken by tenifying namer. 
Amongſt the happy conſequences of this reformed-diſcipline, it is 
not the leaſt, that we have never afterwards apy occaſion for the 
rig, whole trade, as a modern wit informs us, is auly to Jug 
what the nurſe began. SCRIBL.. 

Ver. 286.—the bleſſing of a: rake.} Scriblerus is here much at a 
loſs to find out what thus bleſſing ſhould be. He is ſometimes 
tempted to imagine it might be the marrying a great fortune ;. but 
this, again, for the vulgarity of it, he rejects, as 8 4 
common ſcemed to be prayed for. And after many 
ceits, not at all to the honour of the fair ſex, he at length "ng 5 
this, that it was, that her fon might paſs ſor a uit; in which opi- 
nion he fortifies himſelf by ver. 346, where the . N 4 
of his pupil, ſays, that he 

Inti igu'd with glory, and with ſpirit bord; 4] | ws 
which ſcems to inſinuate that her prayer was 8 the- 
ſcholiaſt, as, indeed, every where elfe, lays .qpen the very 


oul of modern * 7 while he makes his own ignorance. of 2- 
poctical expreſſion hold open the door to muck crudition and learn- 
ed conjecture: the bfg of a rake henifyiog no mare than that 
he might be à rake; the effects of a thing for the thing itſelf, a 
oommon figure. The carefuLmother only wiſhed Her ſon might be. 
a rale, as well wind that -ifs- e would ollow 
of courſe, 

Ver. 288. be ner war boy, nor man, ] Nature bath beſtowed on 
the human ſpecies two ſtates or conditions, ia ancy and - manhood. 
Wit ſometimes makes the rf diſappear, and Folly: the latter; 
but true Dulneſs annibilates-40/4. For, want of. opprebenjuun in 
boys, nat ſuffering that con ſcious ignorance and inexperience which 
produce the goed baſhfulneſs of . youth, makes them ſured ; 
and want of imagination makes them Save. But this gr avity and 
aſſurance, which is beyond boyboad, being- neither * nor 
knowledge, do never reach to manhood. SCRIBL, 7 


| IMITATIONS. 
Ver. 284., A dauntleſ+ infant ! never ſear'd with God.] 
4. lice Dis animoſus infans.” Hon. 
128 | Theo?” 
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Throꝰ ſchool and college, thy kind cloud o'ercaft, 
Safe and unſeen the young Eneas paſt : 290 
'Thence burſting glorious, all at once let down, 
Stunn'd with his giddy larum half the town. 
Intrepid then, o'er ſeas and lands he flew ; 
Europe he ſaw, and Europe ſaw him too. 
There-all thy gifts and graces we diſplay, 239 
Thou, only thou, directing all our way! 
To where the Seine, obſequious as ſhe runs, 
Pours at great Bourbon's feet ber ſilken ſons; 

Tyber, now no longer Roman, rolls, 
Vain of Italian arts, Italian ſouls: 300 
To happy convents, boſom'd deep in vines, at gl 
Where ſlumber Abbots, purple as their wines: 
To ifles of fragrance, lily-filver'd vales, 
Diffuſing languor in the panting gales: 55 
To lands of bn ging, or of dancing flaves, © 30g; 
Love-whiſp'ring woods, and eo reforading waves. 
But chief her ſhrine where naked Venus keeps, 
And Cupids ride the lion of the deeps ; 
Where; eas'd of fleets, the Adriatic main . 
Weaſts the ſmooth na and enamour'd ſwain. 310 


b 


a Ver. unden the ; Hineas 
WE, * young faſt: Then boring ue 


7 ved hs es acre ſepſit, 

„At multa nebulæ circum Dea fudit amictu, 

* Cernere ne quis eos; 1. neu quis contingere poſſit; 
"3; Molirive moram ;—aut- 3. veniendi cauſas. 


Where he enumerates the cauſes why his motHer- took this care of. 
him; to wit, x. That nobody might touch or correct him: 2. Might 
fivp or detain him: 3. Examine him about the progreſs he had 
a made, or ſo much as gueſs why be came there. | 

Ver. 363. Hily-filver'd valer, ] Tuberoſes. 
Ver. 307. But obief, &c.] Theſe two lines, in their force of 
imagery. and colouring, emulate arid equal the pencil of Rubens. 
Ver. 308. Aud Cupids ride the lion of the deeps ;}] The winged 
lon, the arms of Venice. This republic heretofore the moſt con- 
faderable in Europe, for her naval force and the extent of her 

commerce; now Uluſtrious for her carnivals. 
Led 


XL. , 
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Led by my hand, he ſaunter'd Europe round, 

And gather'd ey'ry vice on Chriſtian ground; 

Saw ev'ry court, heard ev'ry king declare 

His royal ſenſe, of op'ras or the fair; | 

The ſtews and palace equally explor'd, gig 
Intrigu'd with glory, and with ſpirit whor'd ; 

Try'd all hors-d"euvres, all ligneurs defin'd, 

Judicious drank, and greatly-daring din'd ; 

Dropt the dull lumber of the Latin ſtore, 5 
Spoil'd his own language, and acquir'd no more; 320 
All elaſſie learning loft on claſſic ground; 

And laſt turn'd air, the echo of a ſound l 

See now, half cur'd, and perfectly well bred, 

With nothing but a ſolo in his head; | | 
As much eſtate, and principle, and wit, 325 
As Janſen, Fleetwood, Cibber ſhall think fit; 


| Remanns. . 

Ver. 318. greatly-daring din d;] It being indeed no ſmall riſk 
eat through theſe extraordinary compoſitions, whoſe diſguiſed in- 
gredients are generally unknown to the guelts, and bighly inflam- 
matory and unwholeſome. ; " 

Ver. 32%. And laſt turn d air, the echo of a found /] Vet leſs a 
body than echo itſelf; for echo reflects ſenſe or werde, at leaſt, 
this gentleman only. airs and tune | 0 


n eſt, qui vivit in 4% Ovid. Met. 


o that this was not a metamorphoſis either in ont or the other, 
but only a refolution of the ſoul into its true principles; its real 
eſſence being harmony, according to the doftrine' of Orpheus, the 
inventor of opera, who firſt performed to a ſelect aſſembl y of 
beaſts. ScrIBL. | | | 

Ver. 324. With nothing but a ſolo in bis bead; ] With nothing 
but a /o/o ? Why, if it be a /e, how ſhould there be any thing 
elſe ? Palpable tautology ! Read boldly an epera, which is enough 
of conſcience for ſuch a head as has loſt all its Latin, BenTiL. 

Ver. 326. Fanſen, Fleet wood, Cibber,} Three very eminent 
perſons, all managers of play; who, though not govesnors by 
profeſſion, had, each in his way, concerned themſelves in the edu- 
cation of youth; and regulated their wits, their morals, or their 
finances, at that period of their age which is the moſt important, 
their entrance into the polite world. Of the laſt of theſe, and his 
Alents for this end, fee book i. ver. 199, Ws, 0 


Stol'n 
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Soft, as the wily fox is ſeen to creep, 351 
Where baſk on ſunny banks the ſimple ſheep, 
Walk round and round, now prying here, now there, 
80 he; but pious, whiſper'd firſt his pray'r. 
Grant, gracięus Goddeſs ! grant me till to cheat! 


* 
. 


O may thy cloud {till cover the deceit 1 356 


Thy choicer miſts on this aſſembly ſhed, 

But pour them thickeſt on the noble head. 

So ſhall each youth, aſſiſted by our eyes, 
See other Cæſars, other Homers riſe ; 722 36⁰ 
Thro' twilight ages hunt th' Athenian fowl, 
Which Chalcis gods, and mortals call an owl. 
Now ſee an Attys, now a Cecrops clear, 
Nay, Mahomet ! the pigeon at thine ear; 

Be rich in ancient braſs, though not in gold, 363 
And keep his Lares, though his houſe be ſold ; © 


| | REMARKS. | 
Ver. 355. {till zo cheat /] Some read feill, but that is frivolous, 
for Annius hath that (kill already; or if he had not; feill were 
not wanting to cheat fuch perſons. BenTL. 
Ver. 361. bunt th* Athenian ou, The owl ſtamped on the 
reverſe on the ancient money of Athens. , 


(66 Which Chalcis gods, and mortals call an owl,” 
is the verſe by which Hobbes renders that of Homer, 
Xanxidz X ννννν, Otol, dess de Kundi. 


Ver. 363 —— Attys and Cecrops] The firſt king of Athens, of 
whom it is hard to ſuppoſe any coins are extant; but not fo im- 
probable as what follows, that there ſhould be any of Mahomet, 
who forbade all images; and the ſtory of whoſe pigeon was 3 
monkilh fable. Nevertheleſs une of theſe Anniuſes made a coun- 
terfeit medal of that impoſtor, now in the collection of a learned 


nobleman. | | | 


_ IMtTATIONS. wy 
Ver. 355.——grant me ſtill to cheat! _ 
O may thy cloud ſtill cover the deceit /] hy 
« Da, pulchra Laverna, - 
Da mihi fallere | 222 
Noctem peccatis et frandibus objice nubem . Her. 
| | To 


ry, — A ld 4) wy 


8 D. 5 Ia,” 
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To headleſs Phoebe his fair bride poſtpone, 


Honour a Syrian prince above his own 3 
Lord of an Otho, if I vouch it true; 
Bleſs'd in one Niger, till he knows of two. 370 
Mummius o'erheard him; Mummius, fool-renown'd, 
Who like his Cheops ſtinks above the ground, 
Fierce as a ſtartled adder, ſwell'd, and ſaid, 
Rattling an ancient Siſtrum at his head: 
Speak'ſt thou of Syrian, princes? traitor baſe! 375 
Mine, Goddeſs! mine is all the horned race. 
15 laing | True, 


RT MARES. 


Ver. 371. AMummiss] This name is not merely an alluſion to 
the mummics he was ſo fond of, but probably referred to the Ro- 
man General of that name, who burned Coriath, and committed 
the curious ſtatues to the captain of a ſhip, aſſuring him, “ that if 
any were loſt or broken, he thould procure others to be made in 
« their ſtead.” By which it ſhould ſcem (whatever may be preten- 
dd) that Mummius was no virtuoſo. n | 

Ibid.—Fool-renown'd,)] & compound epithet in the Greek man- 
ner, renowned by foo, or renowned for making fois. | 

Ver. 372. Cheops] A king of Egypt, whoſe body was certainly 
to be known, as being buried alone in his pyramid, and is there- 
fore more genuine than any of the Cleopatras. This royal mum- 
my, being ſtoben by a wild Arab, was purchaſed by the conſul of 
Alexandria, and tranſmitted to the muiſcum of Mummius; for 
proof of which he brings a paſſage in Sandys's travels, where that 
accurate and learned veyager _ us that he ſaw the ſepulchre 
empty, weich agrees exactly (ſaith he) with the tune, of the theft 
above - mentioned. But he omits to obſerve, that Herodotus tels 
the ſame thing of it in his time. i 

Ver. 375. Speat'ft thou of Syrian princes ] &e.] The ſtrange 
ſtory following, which may be taken for a fiction of the poet, is 
juſtified by a true relation in Spen's voyages. Vaillant (who wrote 
the hiſtory of the Syrian kings, as it is to be found on medals) 
coming from the Levant, where he had been collecting various 
coins, and being purſued by a corfair of Sallee, ſwallowed down 
twenty gold medals.” A ſudden bouraſque freed him from the 
tover, and he got to land with them in his belly. On his road to 
Avignon he met two phyſicians, of whom he demanded aſliſtance. 
One adviſed purgations, the other vomits. In this uncertainty he 
took neither, but purſyed his way to Lyons, where he found his 
ancient friend, the famous phyſician and antiquary Dufour, to 
whom he related his adventure. Dufour, without ſtaying to in- 
quire about the uncaſy ſymptoms of the burden he carricd, ficfh 


* 2 p 
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True, be had wit, to make their value riſe 5 + | 
From fooliſh Greeks, to ſteal them, was as wiſe ; 
More glorious' yet, from barb'rous hands to keep, 
When Sallee rovers chac'd him on the deep. 380 
Then taught by Hermes, and divinely bold, 
Down his own throat he riſk'd the Grecian gold, 
Receiv'd each demigod, with pious care, 
Deep in his entrails—1I rever'd them there, 
I bought them, ſhrouded in that living ſhrine, 385 
And, at their ſecond birth, they iſſue mine. | 
_ Witneſs great Ammon, by whoſe horns J ſwore, 
(Reply'd ſoft Annius), this our paunch before 
Still bears them, faithful; and that thus I cat, 
Is to refund the medals with the meat. 3e 
To prove me, Goddeſs ! clear of all deſign, 
Bid me with Pollio fup, as well as din? 
There all the learn'd ſhall at the labour ſtand, 
And Douglas lend his ſoft, ebſtetric hand. _ 

The Goddeſs ſmiling ſeem'd to give conſent; 395 
So back to Pollio, hand in band, they went. 

Rehanns. _ 1 

aſced him, Whether the medals Were of the, Higher Empire? He 
aſſured. him they were. Dufour was raviſhed with the hope of 
poſſeſfing ſo rare a treaſure, | he bargained with him on the ſpot for 
the moſt curious of them, and was to recover them at his own 
Ver. 383. each demi-god,] They are called Ota on their coins. 
Ver. 387. Witneſs great Ammon !] Jupiter Ammon is called to 
witneſs, as the father of Alexander to whom thoſe Kings ſucceed- 
ed in the diviſion of the Macedonian empire, and whoſe berns they 
wore on their medals.\ 
Ver. 394- | Douglas] A phyſician of great learning, and no leſs 
taſte; above all, curious in what related to Horace, of whom he 
collected every edition, tranſlation, and comment, to the number 
of ſeveral hundred volumes. Mr Wh | 


IMITATIONS. 1 
Ver. 383. Receiv'd each demigod,] SIN 
« Emiſfumque ima de ſede Typhota terrz 
« Ccelitibus feciſſe metum; cunctoſque dediſſe 
_ « Terga ſugæ: donec feſſos Ægyptia tellus 
60 Cepexit. . 


Then 
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Then thick as locuſts black'ning all the ground, 


A tribe, with weeds and ſhells fantaſtic crown'd, 
Each with ſome wond'rous gift approach'd the pow'r, 
A neſt, a toad, a fungus, or a flow'r. 400 
But far the foremoſt, two, with earneſt zeal, 
And aſpect ardent, to the throne appeal. 

The firſt thus open'd: Hear thy ſuppliant's call, 
Great Queen, and common Mother of us all! 
Fair from its humble bed I rear'd this flow'r, 405 
Suckled, and chear'd, with air, and ſun, and ſhow'r. 
Soft on the paper ruff its leaves I ſpread, 
Bright with the gilded button tipt its head, 
Theu thron'd in glaſs, and nam'd it Caroting : 
Each maid ery'd, Charming! and each youth, Divine! 
Did nature's pencil ever blend ſuch rays, 411 
Such vary'd light in one promiicuous blaze? 7 


REMARKS. F 

Ver. 397. Then thick as locufts black* ning all the ground,] The 
ſimilitude of -locufis does not refer more to the numbers than to the 
qualities of the virtuoſi: who not only devour and lay waſte every 
tree, ſhtub, and green leaf, in their covr/e of experiments; but ſaf- 
fer neither a moſs nor fungus to eſcape untouched. SckIRL. 

Ver. 409. and nam d it Caroline: ] It is a compliment which the 
floriſts uſually pay to princes and great perſons, to give their names 
to the moſt curious flowers of their railing : ſome have been very 
jealous of vindicating this honour, but none more than that ambi- 
tious gardener at Hammerſmith, who cauſed his favourite to be 
painted on his ſign, with this inſcription, This is my Queen Care- 


linz. 


_ ImtTATIONS. 

Ver. 405. Fair from its humble bed, &c. nam d it Caroline 
Each maid cry'd, Charming! and each youth, Divine . 
Now proſtate! dead! behold that Caroline 
No maid cries, Charming / and no youth, Divice / 


Theſe verſes are tranſlated from Catullus, Epith. 


“Ut flos in ſeptis fecretus naſcitur hortis, 

* Quam mulcent auræ, firmat fol, educat imber, 
Multi illum pueri, multæ optavere pucil> : 

* Idem quum tenui earptus deflotuit ungui, 

* Null: illum pueri, nullæ optavere puellæx, r. 


3 Nov 
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Now proſtrate! dead! behold that Caroline! 

No maid cries, Charming! and no youth, Divine! 
And lo the wretch ! whoſe vile, whoſe inſe& luſt 415 
Laid this gay daughter of the ſpring in duſt. 
Oh puniſh him, or to th' Elyſian ſhades - 
Diſmiſs my ſoul, where no carnation fades. 

_ He ceas'd, and wept. With innocence of mien, 
TY accus'd Rood forth, and thus addreſs'd the Queen: 
Of all th-enamel'd race, whoſe fil'ry wing 421 
Waves to the tepid Zephyrs of the ſpring, + 

Or ſwims along the fluid atmoſphere, + 
Once brighteſt ſhin'd this child of heat and air. 
I ſaw, and ftarted from its vernal bow'r, 425 
The rifing game, and chac'd: from flow'r to flow'r. 
It fled, I follow'd ; now in hope, now pain; 
It Ropt, I ſtopt; it mov'd, I mov'd again, 

At laſt it fix'd, *twas on what plant it pleas'd, 

And where it fix'd, the beauteous bird I ſeiz'd: 430 
Roſe or carnation was below my care: 77 8 


luneddle, Goddeſs? only in my ſphere. 


REMARKS. | 

Ver. 419 Diſmiſs my foul, where no carnation fades.) It is a trite 
obſervation, that men have always placed the happineſs of their 
fancied Elyſum in ſomething they took maſt delight in here. The 
joys of a Mahometan paradiſe conſiſt in young maidens, always 
virgins : our modeſter votary warms his imagination only with car- 
nations always in bloom ; which, alluding, at the ſame time, to the 
perpetual ſpring of the old Elyſian fields, give an inimitable plea- 
lantry, as well as decorum, to the concluſion of his prayer. 


| '\y IniTaTIONs. rn, | 
Ver. 421. Of all tf Ü race,] The poet ſeems to have an 
eye to Spenſer, Muiopotmos. | ; 
4 Of all the race of filver-winged flies 
| Which do poſſeſs the empire of the air.“ 
F Ver. 427, 428. It fled, I follow'd, Kc. 
*I ſtarted back, , 


* 


At ſtarted back; but pleas d 1 ſoon retura'd, 
% Pleas'd it return d as — Mir ron. 
; 3 9 ; $ | k I tell 


: 

: 
© 
2 
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I tell the naked faft without diſguiſe, | | 
And, to excuſe it, need but ſhew the prize; 1 K 
Whoſe ſpoils this paper offers to your eye, 435 
Fair ev'n in death! this peerleſs butterfly. 

My ſons ! (ſhe an{wer'd}, both have done your parts: 
Live happy both, and long promote our arts. 
But hear a mother, when ſhe recommends 
To your fraternal care, our fleeping friends. 
The common ſoul, of Heav'n's more frugal make, 
Serves but to keep fools pert, and knaves awake: 
A drowſy watchman, that juit gives a knock, 
And breaks our reſt, to telt us what's a clock. 
Yet by ſome object ev'ry brain is ſtirr'd ; 445; 
The dull may waken to a humming- bird; 
The moſt recluſe, diſcreetly open'd, find 
Congenial matter in the cockle-kind ; 
The mind, in metaphy fics at a loſs, 


May wander in a wilderneſs of moſs ;. | 450 


The head that turns at ſuperlunar things, | 
Pois'd with a tail, may ſteer on Wilkins“ wings. 


VARIATIONS. 3 
Ver. 44T. The common ſoul, &c.] in the firſt edition thus, 


Of ſouls the greater part, Heav'n's common make, 
Serve but to keep fools pert, and knaves awake ; 
And moſt but find that centinel of God, 

A drowzy watchman in the land of Nod. 


5 ; REMARKS. tk” | 
Ver. 440. Our ſleeping friends,] Of whiom ſee ver. 345, above. 
Ver. 444. And breaks our reft to tell us what's a tleek.} i. e. 
When the feaſt of life is juſt over, calls us to think of breaking up; 


but never watches to prevent the diſorders that happen in the heat 


of the entertainment. | 
Ver. 450. @ wilderneſs of moſt ;] Of which the naturaliſts count 
J cannot tell how many hundred 


Ver. 452. Wilkins wings.] One of the firſt projectors of the 


Royal Society, who, among many enlarged and uſeful notions, en- 
tertained the extravagant hope of a poſſibility to fly to the moon: 
which has put ſome volatile geniuſes upon making wings for that 


purpoſe, 
O! would 


zzz THE DUNC1AD. Boos I. 
O ! would the ſons of men once think their eyes 

And reaſon giv'n them but to ſtudy fies / 

See Nature in fome partial, narrow ſhape, 455 


And let the Author of the whole eſcape : 
Learn but to trifle ; or, who moſt obſerve, 


To wonder at their Maker, not to ſerve. 


Be that my taſk; (replies a gloomy clerk, 
Sworn foe to-myltry, yet divinely dark; 460 
Whoſe pious hope aſpires to ſee the day 
When moral evidence fhall quite decay, 
And damns implicit faith, and holy lies, 
Prompt to impoſe, and fond to dogmatile) : 


25 NrManxs. 

Ver. 453. O would the ſons of men, &c.} This is the third 
ſpeech of the Goddeſs to her ſupplicants, and completes the whole 
of what ſhe had to give in inſtruction on this important occaſion, 
concerning learning, civil ſociety, and religion. In the firſt ſpeech, 
ver. 119, to her editors and conceited critics, ſhe directs how to 
deprave wit, and diſcredit fine writers. In her ſecond, ver. 175, 
to the educators of youth, ſhe ſhews them how all civil duties may 
be extinguiſhed, in that one doctrine of divine hereditary right. 
And in this third, ſhe charges the inveſtigators of nature to amuſe 
themſelves in trifles, and reſt in ſecond cauſes, with a total diſre- 


gd of the firſt. This being all that Dulneſs can wiſh, is all ſhe 


needs to ſay; and we may apply to her (as che poet hath mana 
it) what hath been ſaid of true wit, that be neither ſays too li 
„ tle, nor too much.“ = 

Ver. 459. 4 gloomy clerk,] The epithet gloomy it this line may 
ſeem the ſame with that of dart in the next. But gloomy relates 
to the uncomfortable and diſaſtrous condition of an irreligious 
ſceptic, whereas dar# alludes only to his puzzled and embroiled | 
f4Wems.- © nw 1 . | wy 


Ver. 462. When ora! evidence ſball quite deeay,} Alluding to 2 
ridiculous and abſurd way of ſome mathematicians, in calculating 
the gradual decay of moral evidence by mathematical proportions: 


according to which calculation, in about fifty years it will be no 


longer probable that Julius Cæſar was in Gaul, or died in the ſe- 


nate-houſe. See Craig's Theologiz Chriſtianæ Principia Mathema- 
tiea. But as it ſeems evident, that facts of a thouſand years old, 
for inſtance, are now as probable as they were five hundred years 
ago; it is plain, that if in fifty more they quite diſappear, it mult 


be owing, not to their arguments, but to the extraordinary power 


of our Goddeſs; for whoſe help, therefore, they have reaſon to 


5 ſt 


Let 
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Let others creep by timid ſteps, and Now,” 465 
On plain experience lay foundations low, 
By common ſenſe te common knowledge bred, 
And laſt, to Nature's cauſe thro* Nature led: 
All- ſceing in thy miſts, we want no guide, | 
Mother of arrogance, and ſource of pride ! 479 
We nobly take the high Priori road! 5 
And reaſon downward, till we doubt of God: 

Make Nature ſtiſl incroach upen bis plan; 

Aud ſhove him off as far as &er we can; 


REMARKS. 


Ver. 465—468. Let others ercep=—thro" Nature led.) In theſe 
nes are deſcribed the diſpoſition of the rational inquirer; and the 
n:cans and end of knowledge, With regard to his di/pe/tion, the 
contemplation of the works of God with human faculties, 
needs make a modeſt and ſenſible man timorous and fearful; and 
that will naturally direct him to the right m of acquiring the 
little knowledge his faculties are capable of, namely, plain and 
ſure experience z”” which though ſupporting only an humble 
foundation, and permitting. only a very ſlow progreſs, yet leads, 
ſurely, to the end, the diſcovery of the God of nature. 

Ver. 471. the high Priori read /] Thoſe who, from the effects in 
this viſible world, deduce the eternal Power and Godhead of the 
Firſt Cauſe, though they cannot attain to an adequate idea of the 
Deity, yet diſcover ſo much of him, as enables them to ſee the 
end of their creation, and the means of their happineſs: whereas 
they who take this bigh Priori road (ſuch as Hobbes. Spinoza, Des 
Cartes, and ſome better reaſoners) for one that goes right, ten 
loſe themſclves in miſts, or ramble after viſions, which deprive 
them of all fight of their end, and miſlead them in the choice of 
wrong means. ; | | 

Ver. 472. And reaſon doxenward, till we doubt of Ged:) This 
was in ſact the caſe of thoſe who, inſtead of reaſoning from a vi- 
fle world to an inviſible God, took the other road; and from an 
inviſible God (to whom they had given attributes agreeable to cer- 
tain metaphyſical. principles formed ont of their own imaginations) 
reaſoned, © downwards to: a viſible world” in theory, of man's 
creation 3 which not agreeing, as might be expected, to that of 
God's, they began, from their inability to account for evil, which 
they ſaw in this world, to doubt of that God, whoſe being they had 
admitted, and-whoſe attributes they had deduced, a priori, on weak 
and miſtaken principles. | 

Ver. 473. Make Nature fiill] This relates to ſuch as being a- 
ſhamed to aſſert a mere mechanic cauſe, and yet unwilling to for- 
fake it entirely, have had recourſe to a certain © plaſtic nature, 
< elaſtic fluid, ſubtile matter,” Cc. 

Thruſt 
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Thruſt ſome mechanie cauſe into 88 12415 

Or bind in matter, or diffuſe in ſpace. | 
Or, at one bound, oferleaping all his laws, 

Make Gad man's image, man the final aue, 

Find virtue local, all relation ſcorn, 

See all in e,, and but for ſelf be born: 430 

Of nought ſp certain as our r7eaſor fill, 

Of nought fo doubtful as of /ou/ and K 

Oh hide the God ſtill more ! and make mY" | 

| Such as Lucretius drew, a God like thee 10 


£ 


Wrapt 
REMARKS. 


Ver. 47 5. Thruft Some mechanic cauſe into bis place, 
9 Or bind in matter, or diffuſe in ſpace.]/ 
The firſt" of theſe: follies is that of Des Cartes; the ſecond of 
Hobbes; the third of ſome fucceeding philoſophers: 

Ver. 477. Or, at one bound, c.] Theſe words are very ſigniſi- 
cant 2 in their phyſical and metaphyſical reaſonings it was a chain 
of pretended demorſtration that drew them inte all theſe abſurd 
concluſions. But their errors in morals reſt only on bold and impu- 
dent aſſertions; without the leaſt ſhadow of proof, in which they 
oerleap all the laws of argument we e | 
Ver. 478, Ce. 

Male God man's image, man 0 final caufe, 
Find virtue local, all relation foorn, 
Ser all in ſelf -] 
Here the poet, from the errors W to a Deity u natural phils- 
ſophy, deſcends to thoſe in moral. Man was made according to 
God's image ; this falſe theology, meaſuring his attributes by ours, 
makes God after man's images This proceeds from the imperfec- 
tion of his reaſon. The next, of imagining himſelf the final cauſe, 
is the effect of his ride as the making virtue and vice arbitrary, 
and morality the impoſition of the magiſtrate, is of the corruption 
of his heart. Hence he ers every thing in bimſelf. The pro- 


of Dulneſs herein differing from that of madneſs; one ends 


in ſeeing all in God, the other in ſeeing all in ſelf. 

Ver. '481. Of nowght fo certain as our reaſon ffill,] Of which we 
have moſt cauſe to be dent, Of nought £4 — as of ſoul and 
will: two things the moſt ſelf-evident, the e eneq of GT, and 
the freedom of our will. 


Ver. 484. Such as Lucretius dreto,] Lib. i. ver. 37. 


- * Omnis enim per ſe Divum natura neceſſe eſt 
* Immortali ævo ſumma cum pace fruatur, 
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Wrapt up in ſelf, a god without a thought, | 485 


Regardleſs of our merit or default. 
Or that bright image to our fancy draw, 
Which Theocles 1 in raptur*d viſion lay, 


While 


ReMaARrxs. 
+ Semota ab noſtris rebus, ſummotaque lon _ 
«© Nec bene pro meritis capitur, nec tangitur ira.“ 


From whence the two verſes following are tranſlated, and wonder 
fully agree with the character of our Goddeſs. - SexI5L. 

Ver. 487. Or that bright image.] Bright image was the title giv- 

en by the later Platoniſts to that viſion-of Nature, which they had 

formed out of their own fancy, fo bright, that they called it 

ASTonlor Af, or the eff image, is e. ſeen by its own 

light. 

This igt fatuvs has in theſe our times appeared again in the 
North; and the writings of Geddes, and the other followers of Hut- 
chinka, are full of its wonders. For in this /ux borealis, this ff 
ſeen image, theſe ſecond- ſighted . ſee every thing elſe; 
SCRIBL. 

Ver. 487. Or that bright image] i.e. Let it be either the chance 
god of Epicurus, or the Far of this Goddeſs, . 

Ver. 488. Which Theacles in raptar'd v ifaon faw,] Thus this 


philoſopher calls upon his friend, to partake with him in theſe vi- 
ſons : 


10 N 1 Oh the eaſtern ſun - 

« With his firſt beams adorns the front 

* Of yonder hill, if you're content 

« 'To wander with me in the woods you ſee, 
« We will purſue thoſe loves of ours, 

“ By ſavour of the ſylvan nymphs: 


e and invoking firſt the genius-of the place, we will try to obtain 
6 at leaſt ſome faint and diſtant view of the ſovereign genius” and 
” ff beauty.” Chara. vol. ii. p. 245. 


* This genius is thus apoſtrophiſed (p. 345.) by the ſame philo- 

pher : 
0 glorious Nature “ „ | 
« Supremely fair, and fovereignly | | | 
&« All-loving, and all lovely! all Ane! rs => 
© Wiſe ſubſtitute of Providence] ?mpozver'd | — 
& Creatreſs / or r hO impow' ring Dells, Ne WOE OTE 
„ Supreme Creator J TR : 


* Thee I invoke, and thee alone adore.” 


Sir Iſaac Newton diſtinguiſhes between theſe. two in a. very dif- 
ferent manner, [Princ. Schol. gen. ſub fin. Hune cognoſct , 


* 
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While thro' poetie ſcenes the Genivs roves, - 
Or wanders wild in academic groves ;;.. © 4590 
That Naruas our ſociety adores, | 
Where Tindal . and Silenus 1 1 
Rouz'd at his name, up roſe the bowzy fire, 
And ſhook from out his pipe the ſeeds of fire; 

Then 


Mees 1 

Te — — ſuas et attributa, 8 
te tiſſima: et optimas rerum ſtructuras, et cauſas finales; venera- 
mur autem et colimus ob dominium. Deus etenim fine domi. 
« nio, provideptia, nuke en nihil aliud eſt quam tatun 
et natura. 

Ver. 489. ee 8 wild; in 2 groves; ] * Above 
« all things I loved 2/e, and of all philoſophers, thoſe who reaſons 
„ ed molt af their eaſe, and were never angry or diſturbed, as thoſe 
- © called ſceptics never wete. I looked upon this kind of philoſophy 
« as the prettieſt, agrecableſt, roving exerciſe of the mind, poſlible 
to be imagined.” Vol B. p. 206. 

Ver. 491. That Nature our focjety adores,] See the Pantheiſticon, 
with its liturgy and rubrics, compoſed by Toland, which very late» 
ly, for the edification of the /ociety, has been tranſlated into Eng- 
uch, and ſold by the bookſellers pf London and Weſtminſter, 


Ver. 4 492. Where Tindal dictates, and Silenus ſnores,] lt cannot 
be denied but that this fine ſtroke of ſatire againſt Atheiſm was 
well intended. But how'mnſt the reader ſmile at our author's of- 


ficious zeal, when he is told, that at the time this was written, yon | 


might as ſoon have found a wolf in England as an Atheiſt ? The 
truth is, the whole ſpecies was exterminated. There is a trifling 
difference, indeed, concerning the author of the Atchievemenr. 
Some, as Dr. Aſhenhurſt, gave it to Bentley's Boylean Lectures. 
And he ſo well convinced that great man of the truth, that where- 
ever afterwards he ſound Atbieſt, he always read it, A Theift 
But, in ſpite of a claim ſo well made out, others give the honour 


of this exploit to a * Boy lean lecturer. A judicious apologiſt 


for Dr. Clarke, againſt Mr. Whiſton, ſays, with no leſs elegance 
than poſitiveneſs of expreſſion, It is a moſt certain truth, that 
the demonſtration of the being and attributes of God has extir- 
* pated and baniſhed Atheiſm ont. of the Chriſtian world,” p. 18. 
It is mach to be lamented, that the cleareſt truths have ſtill their 
dark fide. Here we ſee it becomes a doubt, which of the two Her- 
_ was the monſter-queller. But what of that? Since the 
ing is done, and the proof of it ſo certain, there is no * 

peg fn nice a canvaſling of circumſtances. ScrBi. 


iet me Silewvs was an Epicurean philoſopher, ** 


8. greg ener s 2 wy 


Boot IV. THE DUNCIAD. 229 


Then ſnapt his box, and ſtrok'd his belly down, 495 
Roſy and rev'rend, though without a gown. 
Bland and familiar to the throne he came, 
Led up the youth, and call'd the goddeſs Dame. 
Then thus. From prieſt- craft happily ſet free, 
Lo! ev'ry finiſh'd ſon returns to thee: | 
Firſt ſlave to words, then vaſſal to a name, 
Then dupe to party; child and man the ſame ; 
Bounded by Nature, narrow'd {till by Art, 

A trifliag head, and a contracted heart. | 
Thus bred, thus taaght, how many have I ſeen, 505 
Smiling on all, and ſmil'd on by a queen? 

| Mark's out for honours, honour'd for their birth; 
To thee the moſt rebellious things on earth: 


= 


Rzmanxs. $705, 5 
pears from Virgil, eclog. vi. where he ſings the principles of that 


x Ver. 494. ſeeds of fire;] The Epicurean language, Semina re- 
rum, or — Ving. eclog. vi. © Semina ignis —ſemina flamme.” 

Ver. 499, 500. From Prieſt-craft happily ſet free, 

1 Lol ev'ry finiſb'd ſon returns to thee :] 

The learned Scriblerus is here very whimſical. It would ſcem, 
ſays he, by this, as if the PrIEsTs E 
chief againſt the Zaw of Nature) inveigled theſe harmleſs 
youths from the boſom of their mother, and kept them, in open 
rebellion to her, till Silenus broke the charm, and reftored them 
to her indulgent arms. But this is ſo ſingular a fancy, and at the 
fame time ſo unſupported by proof, that we muſt in juſtice acquit 
them of all ſuſpicions of this kind. 

Ver. 501. Fin flave-co words, &c.) A recapitulation of the 
whole courſe of modern education deſcribed in this book, which 
confines youth to the ſtudy of words only in ſchools; ſubjects them 
to the authority of em: in the univerſities; and deludes them 
with the names of party difindtions in the world. All i 
ö * underſtanding, and eſtabliſn ſlavery and 
error in literature, philoſophy, and politics. The whole finiſhed © 
in modern frer- thinking; the completion of whatever is vain, 
wrong, and deſtructive” to the happineſs of mankind, as it eſta- 
bliſhes /e//=love for the ſole principle of action. 
— Smil'd on by a Queen I] i. e. This Queen or Goddeſs 


. v A 


4 


- 
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Now to thy gentle ſhadow all are ſhrunk, 

And melted down in penſion, or in punk! 510 

So K* fo B** fneak'd into the grave, 4 

A monarch's half, and half a harlot's ſlave. 

Poor W** nipt in Folly's broadeſt bloom, 

Who praiſes now? his chaplain on his tomb. 

Then take them all, oh take them to thy breaſt! 515 

Thy Magus, Goddeſs! ſhall perform the reſt, | 
With that, a WizarD oLD his Cup extends; 

Which whoſo taſtes, forgets his former friends, 

7 | l | | Sire, 


"RrMARKS. | 
Ver. 517. With that, a Wizard old, &c.) Here beginneth the 
celebration of the GxzaTex MysSTERIEsS of the Goddeſs, which 
the poet in his invocation, ver. 5, promiſed to ſing. For when 
pow each aſpirant, as was the cuſtom, had proved his qualification 
and claſm to a participation, the Hicu-rxzzsT of Dulneſs firſt 
initiateth the aſſembly by the uſual way of /ibation. And then 
each of the itritiated, as was always required, putteth .on 'a new 
nature, deſcribed in ver. 530. Firm impudence, and ſtupefac- 
„ tion mild,” which the ancient writers on the Myſteries /call 
Tx Sg bete, the great or fulcrum of the human mind. 
8 High-prief and Coldefs have thus done their parts, 
each of them is delivered into the hands of his conductor, an inſe- 
- rior- miniſter or herophant, whoſe names are © Impudence, Stu- 
« pefaction, Self-conceit, Self-intereſt, Pleaſure, Epicuriſm, &c. 
to lead them through the ſeveral apartments of her -myſtic dome 
or palace. When all this is over, the ſovereign Goddeſs, from 
ver. 506 to 600, conferreth her titlcs and degrees ; rewards inſe- 
parably attendant on the participation of the myſteries ; which 
made the ancient Theon fay of them-wx4akica Al bs, X Ti 
fass ayaban, Th. purneic? ge Hence, being enriched 
with ſo many various gifts and graces, initiation into the myſteries 
was anciently, as well as in theſe our times, eſteemed a neceſſary 
qualification for every high office and employment, whether in 
church or ſtate. Laſtly, the great Mother, the Bona Dea, ſhutteth 
up the ſolemnity with her gracious benediction, which concludeth 
in drawing the curtain, and laying all her children to reft. It is 
to be obſerved, that Durnzss, before this her reſtoration, had 
her pontiffs i» partibus ; who from time to time held her myſteries 
in ſecret, and with great privacy. But now, on her re-eſtabliſh- 
ment, ſhe cclebrateth them, like thoſe of the Cretan: (the moſt an- 
dient of all myſteries) in open day, and offereth them to the in- 

mipection of all men. Scxini. | , 
Ibid. bis eup,—Which whoſo taftes, &c.] The cup of ſelf-love,” 
(which cauſes 2 total oblivion of the obligations of friendſhip 9 


Boon IV. THE D'UNCEFAD- 


Sire, anceſtors, himſelf. One caſts his eyes 
Up to a Star, and like Endymion dies;: 5200 
A Feather, ſhooting from another's head, 

Extracts his brain; and principle is . 
Loſt is his God, his country, ev'ry tg; 

And 2 left but homage to a king 

'Fhe vulgar herd turn off to roll with hogs, 525 
To run with horſes, or to hunt with dogs; 3 
But, ſad example! never to eſcape 


Their infamy, ſtill keep the human ſhape. 


— 


REMARKS. 
Honout; and of the ſervicg of God or our country; all ſacri⸗ 
ficed to vain- glory, court-worſhip, or the yet meaner conſidera - 
tions of luerè and brutal pleaſures. Frem ver. 520, to 528. | 
Ver. 518.—forgets . bis former fricnds,] Surely there little need 
el the force of charms or magic to ſet aſide an »/z/:/+ friendſhip. 
For of all the accommodations of faſhionable life, as there are 
none more reputable, ſo there are none of ſo little charge as friend- 
ſhip. It fills up the void of life-with a name of dignity and reſpect; 
and at · the ſame time is ready to give place to every paſſion that 
offers to diſpute poſſeſſion with it. Scart. | 
Ver. 523, J24. Loft is his God, biz country-— And nothing left 
bit homage to a ling /] So ſtrange as this miſt ſeem to a mere Eng- 
liſh reader, the famous Mon. de la Bruyere declares. it to be the 
character of every ſubject in a monarchy: Where (ſays 
„ he) there is no ſuch thing -- love of our country; the intereſt, 
4 the glory, and the ſervice v2 ihe prince, ſupuly its place,” De 
la Republique, chap. X. L +4 
Of this duty another celebrated Freuch author ſpeaks, indeed, 
alittle more diſreſpectfully; which, for that reaſon, we ſhall not 
tranſlate, but give in his own words, L'amour de la patrie, le 
grand motif des premiers heros, n'eſt plus regarde que comme 
une chimète; Videe du fervice du Roi, etendũe juſqu? I-Voubli 
de tout autre 'principe, tient ſieu de ce qu'on*ppelloit antrefoiz* 
* grandcur d'ame et fidelite.” Bowlainvilliers hiſt. des ancient pars 
lements de France, &c. Ws 3 ; 
Ver. 528. fill keep the Luman ſbape.] The effects of the Magus's © 
cp, by which 3 ſatai corruption of heart, are juſt 


IMYTATIONE.” 
ver. 518 | Which whoſo tafter, forgets bis former friend 
Sire, &c.] Homer of the Nepenthe, Odyſſ. iv. * 
Abri & þ tis oh g MGH id i 
Nxrubis 21 4490 T5, 2 An andylowv} 
| wn 


— 
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But ſhe, good Goddeſs, ſent to ev'ry child 
Firm Impudence, or Stupefaction mild; 330 
And ſtrait ſucceeded, leaving ſhame no room, 
Cibberian forehead, or Cimmerian 1 
Kind Self-conceit to ſome her glaſs applies, 

Which ng one looks in with another's eyes: 
Bat as the flatt'rer or dependent paint, $35 
Beholds himfelf a patriot, chief, or ſaint. 

On others int'reſt her gay liv'ry flings, 
Int'reſt, that waves on party-colour'd wings: 
Forn'd to the ſun, ſhe caſts a thouſand dyes, 


And, as ſhe turns, the colours fall or riſe. 540 


Others the Syren ſiſters warble round, 
And empty heads conſole with = npty ſound. 
No more, alas! the voice of Fame they hear, 
Ihe balm of Dulneſs trickling in their ear, 


74 -—__,  ReMarxs. | 7 
coontrary to that of Circe, which only repreſents the ſudden plung- 
ing into pleaſures. Hers, therefore, took away the ſhape, and 
left the human mind; his takes away the mind, and leaves the 
human ſhape. £6.44 | | 

Ver. 529. But fee, good Goddeſs, &c.] The only comfort people 
can receive, maſt be owing in foin2 ſhape or other to Dulneſs; 
which makes fome ſtapid, others impudent, gives ſelf-conccit to 
ſome, upon the flatteries of their dependents, preſents the falſe 
colours of intereſt to others, and buſes or amuſes the reſt with idle 
pleaſures or ſenſtuty, till thev become = uwader any infawy. 
 +2=% df which ſpecies is here ſhadowed under allegorical perfoos. 
Vier. 53%. Gibberian forehead, or Cimmeriau gloom.) i. e. She 
communicates to them of her own virtue, or of her royal col- 
leagues; the Cibberian forebead being to fit them for felf-conceit, 
ſell-intereſt, Nc. and the Cimmerian gloom, for the pleaſures of 
opera and the table. Scar, 

Ver. 544. The balm of Dulneſs} The true balm of Dulngſs, 
called by the Greek phyſicians K. A, is a ſovercign remedy 
-- againſt inanity, and has its poetic name from the Goddeſs herſelf. 
ns ancient diſpenfators were bor poets ; and for that reaſon our 
author, book” ii. ver. 207. calls it, the poet's bealing bam,: but it 
is now got into as many hands as Goddard's drops or Dafly's 
elixir. It is prepared by the clergy, as appears from ſeveral places 
of this poem: and by vcr. 534, 535, it ſeems as if the nobility had 
made it up in their own houſes. 'This, which Opera is here ſaid to 
adminiſter, is but a ſpurious fort. Sce my diſſertation. on the /- 
Pbium of the ancients, BENTL. ; | 


Great 
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Great C, H#**®, 2, R, K“, 0 545 » 
Why all your toils ? your ſons have learn'd to ſing. 
How quick Ambition hates to ridicule ! 
Phe fire is made a peer, the ſon a fool. 

On ſome, a prieſt ſuecinct in amice white 
Attends; all fleſh is nothing in his ſight! 550- 
Beeves, at his touch, at ance to jelly turn, 
And the huge boar is ſhrunk into an urn; 
The board with ſpeeious miracles he loads, 
Turns hares to larks, and pigeons into toads. 


Another (for in all what one can ſhine ?) $55. 


Explains the Seve and Yerdeur of the vine. 


RrMARKS. 


Ver. 553. The board with ſpecious miracles he loads, c. Scrib- - 
letus ſeems at a loſs in this place. Specio/a miracula (ſays he), ac- 
cording to Horace, were the monſtrous fables of the Cyclops, Læ- 
ſtrygons, Scylla, Ce. What relation have theſe to the transfor- 
mation of hares into larks, or of pigeons into toads ? I ſhall tell 
thee. The Læſtrygons ſpitted men upon ſpears, as we do larks 
upon ſkewers : and the fair pigeon turned to a toad is ſimilar to the 
fair virgin Scylla ending in a filthy beaſt. | But here is the difficul» - 
ty, why pigeons in ſo ſhocking. a ſhape ſhould be brought to a ta- 
ble. Hares indeed might be cut into larks at a ſecond dreſſing, 
out of frugality: yet that ſcems no probable motive, when we - 
conſider the extravagance before-mentioned, of diſſolring whole 
oxen and boars into a ſmall vial of jelly; nay, it is expreſsly ſaid, 
that all fleſh is nothing in —_ I have fearched in Apicius, 
Pliny, and the feaſt of Trimalchio, ir vain': I can only reſolve it 
into ſome myſterious ſuperſtitious rite, as it is ſaid to be done by 
2 prieſt, and ſoon after called a ſacrifice, attended (as all ancicpt 
ifices were) with4ibation and ſong. Sci. 

This good ſcholiaſt, not being acquainted with modern luxury, 
was ignorant that theſe were only the miracles of French cookery, 
and that paiticularly pigeons en crapeau were a common diſh. 

Ver. 556. Seve and Verdeur] French terms relating to wines, 
which ſignify their flavour and poignancy. 


« Ft je gagerois que chez le commandeur | 
© Villandri priſeroit ſa ſeve et fa verdeur. De preau x. 
St. Evremont has a very pathetie letter to @ nobleman in diſgrace, 


adviſing him to ſeek comfort in a good table, and particularly to be 
attentive to tl gſe qualities in his champagne. | 


; | "20-4 What. 


— 
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What cannot copions facrifice atone ? ; 

Thy Trerfles, Perigord! thy Hams, Bayonne ? 

With French libation, and Italian ftrain, 

Waſh Bladen white, and cxpiate Hays's ſtain. $66 
Kn1i6nr lifts the head, for what are crowds undone, 
To three eſſential partridges in one? 


Gone ev'ry blufls, and fi all reproscb, 


Contending princes mount them in their coach. 

Next bidding all draw neat on bended Knees, 365 
The Queen caſes her 7itles and degrees. 
Her children firſt of more ditinguih'd fort, 
Who ſtudy. Shakeſpeare at the Inns of court, | 

ER "Bs Impale 


= 
- — - 


REMA. 


Ver. 560. Bladin— Rays] Names of gameſters.” Bladen is 2 
black man. RonzuT KniGuT,calbier of the South-ſea company, 
who fled from England in 1720, (afterwards pardoned in 1742.) 
—Theſe lived with the utmoſt magnificence at Paris, and kept 


open tables frequented by perſons of the firſt quality of * 
and even by Princes of the blood of France. 


bid. Bladen, &c. The Scher note ef Bledeh' ir @ Hark mas, 
is very abſurd. The manuſcript here is partly obliterated, and 
doubtleſs could only have been, awaſh E alluding to 
= known proverb. cn. 


Her ebildren Fr of more diſtinguig d fort, 

Me fludy Shakeſpeare at the Inns of Court,] D 

Ill would that fcholmſt diſcharge: his duty, who ſhonld neglet to 
honour thoſe whom DorNzss has diflingziſted ; or ſuffer them to 
ie forgotten, when their rare modeſty would have left them name- 
leſs. Let us not, therefore, | rag the | ſervices which have 
been done her cauſe, by one Mr. Tuomas Epwarps, a gentle 
| . of (Lincoln's Inn; but in 
reality, a gentleman only of the Dunciad ; or, to ſpeak him bet- 
ter, in the plain language of our honeſt anceftors to ſuch Mulh- 
rooms, A gentleman. of the laſt edition: who nobly cluding the ſo- 
licitude of his careful father, very early re ine himſelf in the 
cauſe of Dulneſe againſt Shakeſpeare, and with the wit and learning 
of his anceſtor Tow Thimble in the Rehearſal, and with the air of 
gout. nature 1 of Caliban in the Tempeſt, hath now 

A 


ppily finiſhed % profreſs; in perſonal abuſe. For 2 
_ libelller is nothing n £ 


Lamentable is is the dulneſs of theſe gentlemen of the Dunciad. 
This Fungeſe and his friends, who are all I have ex- 


5 S882 822 


OR 
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Impale a 88 or Vertũ profeſs, - | 
Shine in the dignity of F. R. 8. 570 
Some, deep Free-maſons, joir the filent race, 

Worthy to fill Pythagoras's place: 

- Some Botaniſts, or Floriſts at the leaft, 

Or iſſue members of an annual featt. 

Nor paſs'd the meaneſt unregarded, one 375 
Roſe a Gregorian, one à Gor | 

The laſt, not leaſt in honour or applauſe, 

Iſis and Cam made Docross of her Laws. 


1 


claimed much againſt us for reſſectin ing om his birth, in the words, 
a gentleman of the la edition, which we hereby declare concern 
not his-birth, but his adoption only : and mean no more than that 
he is become a grutleman of the Taft edition of the Dunciad. Since 
gentlemen, then, are fo captions, we think. it proper to declare,, 
that Mr. Thomas Thimble, who is here ſaid to be Mr. Thomas. 
Edwards's anceſtor, is only related to him by the Muſe's fide. 
SCRIBL. 

This tribe of men, which Scriblerus has here ſo well exempli- 
fied, our poet hath elſewhere adinirably l in that * 
py line, 


1 7 


For the ſatire extends much farther than to the perſon. who occa- 
ſioned it, and takes in the whole ſpecies of thoſe on whom a good 

e ucation (to fit them for ſome uſeful and learned profeſſion) has 
been beſtowed in vam. That worthlefs-band | 


„Of ever-liſtleſs loit'rers, that attend | 
« No cauſe, no truſt, no-duty, En | 


Who, with an underſtanding too diſſipated and futile for the offices 
of civil life, and a heart too lumpiſhi, narrow, and contracted for 
thoſe of ſocial, become fit for nothing; and fo turn wits and er. 
tice, where ſenſe and civility are neither required nor expected 

Ver. 571. Some, _ Free-maſons, ow the filent race, | The 
poet all along exprefles à very particular concern for this ſilent 
race: he has here provided, that in cafe they will not awaken or 
open (as was before propoſed) to a humming-bird or a coclle, yet at 
worſt they may be made Free- maſons; where tatituraidy is the 
only effential qualification, as it was the chief of the diſciplcs of 
Pythagoras. 


Ver. 556. a Gregorian, ont a Sina} A fort of lay-brothers, 
Aibe from the root of the Free- maſons. 4 


x; Div vt | 33 Then, 
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Guard my prerogative, aſſert my throne: 


© We ſhould be unjuſt to the reign of Dulneſi not to confeſs that? 


I am perſuaded, will be juſtified, and it will be allowed that theſe - 


— 
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Then, bleſſing all, Go, children of my care! 
To practice now from theory repair. 580 


All my commands are eafy, ſhort and full : - | 
My ſons ! be proud, be ſelfiſh, and be dull. 


This nod confirms each: privilege your own. 
The Cap and Switch be ſacred to his Grace; 58g 
With ſtaffs and pumps the Marquis leads the race: 
Fu a N From. 
REMARKS. 
Ver. 581, 582.” EX 
Al my commands are eaſy, ſhort, and full: 
My fans , be proud, be ſelfiſh, and be dull.] 


hers has one advantage in it rarely to be met with in modern go- 
vernments, which i, that the public education of her youth fits 
and prepares them for the obſervance of her la, and the exertion - 
of thoſe virtves ſhe recommends. For what- makes men, prouder 
than the empty 4norvuledge of. nvords ; what more ei than the 
freethinker's fem of - morals ; or duller than the profeſſion. of true 
wirtuoſofbip ? or are ber inflitutions leſs admirable in them- 

ſelves, than in the fitneſs of theſe their ſeveral relations, to pro- W 
mote the harmony of the whole! For ſhe tells her ſons, and with 
great truth, that, all her commands are ay, tort, and full.” 
For is any thing in nature more cafy than the exertion of pride; 


more Hort and fimple than the principle of 1 e ; or more 

full and ample than the ſphere of Dulneſs 1 us, birth, educa - ler 

tion, and wiſe policy, all concurring to ſupport the throne of our Le 
Goddeſs, great muſt be the ſtrength thereof. Scars. | his 
Ver. 584. each privilege hour own, &e.] This ſpeech of 'Dulneſs + ho 

to her ſons at parting, may poſſibly fall ſhort of the reader's expec- ſt 


tation; who may imagine the Gocdeſs might give them a charge 
of more conſequenee, and*from- ſuch a theory as before-deliver- 
ed, incite-them to the practice of ſomething more extraordinary, 
than to perſonate running-footmen, jockeys, ſtage-coachmen, &c.- 
But if it be well confidered, that whatever inc hnation they 
might have to do miſchief, her ſons are generally rendered harm- 
leſs by their inability ; and that it is the common effect of Dulnefs 
{even in ber greateſt efforts) to defeat her own deſign ; the poet, 


worthy perſons, in their ſeveral ranks, do as much as can be c- 


pected from them. 5 
Ver. 585. The Cap and Stitch, &c.] The Goddeſs's political 4 

balance of favour, in the diſtribution of her rewards, deſetves our 

notice, It conſiſts in joining with thoſe honours claimed by * 


birth and high place, others more adapted to the genius and ta- 
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From ſtage to ſtage the licenc'd Earl may run, 

Pair'd with his fellow-charioteer the Sun; 

The learned Baron batterflies deſign, » x 

Or draw to ſilk Arachne's ſubtile line; 590 

The judge to dance his brother ſerjeant call; 

The ſenator at erieket urge the ball; ä 

The biſhop ſtow (pontific luxury !) 

An hundred fouls of turkeys in a pye ; 

The ſturdy ſquire to Gallic maſters ſtoop, $95 

And drown his lands and manors in a ſoup. 

Others import yet nobler arts from France, | 

Teach Kings to fiddle, and make Senates dance. 

Perhaps more high ſome daring fon may ſoar, 

Proud to my liſt to add one monarch more; 600 

And nobly conſcious, Princes are but things | 

Born for firft miniſters, as flaves for Kings, 

Tyrant ſupreme ! ſhall three Eſtates command, 

And MAKE ONE MIGHTY DUNCIaD OF THE LaxD/! : 
More ſhe had ſpoke, but yawn'd—All Nature 

nods: | ; 605 
What mortal can reſiſt the yawn of gods? : 
44 Churches 


1 REMARKS. | | 
lents of the candidates. And thus her great-forerunner, John of 
Leiden, King of Munſter, entered on his government, by making 
his ancient friend and companion, Knipperdolling, general of his 
horſe. and hangman. And had but fortune ſeconded his great 
ſchemes of reformation, it is faid, he would have eſtabliſhed his 
whole houſehold on the fame reaſonable footing. Schill. 
Ver. 590. Atachnes ſubtile line ;] This is one of the moſt in- 
genious employments afligned, and therefore 2 only 
to peers of learning. Of weaving ſtockings of the webs of ſpi- 
ders, fee the Phil. Tran 

Ver. 591. The judge ts dance his brother forjeant call;} Allud- 
ing perhaps to that ancient and ſolemn daxce, intitled, 4 call of 
ſcrjeants. * $05 | 

Ver. 598. Teach Kings to fidille,) An ancient amuſement of ſo- 
vereign princes, (vis. Achilles, Alexander, Nero; though de- 
ſpiſed by Themiſtocles, who was a republican Male ſenates 
dunte, either after their prince, or to Pontoiſe, or Siberia, - 
Ver. 606. What mortal can reſiſt the yawn of gods 7] This verſe 
is traly Hometical; as is the concluſion of the action, where 
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Churches and chapels inſtantly it reach'd ; 

(St. James's firſt, for leaden G preach'd); | 
Then catch'd the Schools; the Hall ſcarce kept awake; 
The Convocation gap'd, but could not ſpeak: 610 
Loſt was the nation's ſenſe, nor could be found, 
While the long ſolemn uniſon went round: 


8 RrNMA RRS. 

the· Great Mother compoſes all, in the ſame manner as Minerra 
at the period of the Odyſſey .it may indeed ſeem a very ſingular 
epitaſis of a poem, to end as this does, with a great yawn'; but 
we muſt conſider it as the yewn of 4 god, and of powerful effects, 
It is not out of nature, moſt long and grave counſels concluding- 
in this very manner; nor without authority, the incomparable 
Spencer having ended one of the moſt conſiderable of his works 
with a roar ; but then it is the roar of a lion, the effects whereof 
are deſcribed as the cataſtrophe of the pm: 

Ver. 607. Churches and chnpels, &c.) The progreſs of this yawn 
is judicious,” natural, and -worthy to be noted. Firſt, it · ſeizeth 
the churches and chapels; then catcheth the ſchools, where, 
though the boys be unwilling to fleep, the maſters are not: Next 
Weitminſter-hal, much more hard indeed-to ſubdue, and not to- 
tally put to filence even by the Goddeſs: Then” the convocation; 


which though extremely deſirous to ſpeak; yet cannot: Even the 


Houſe of Commons, juſtly called the Senſe of the Nation, is 4% 
(chat is to fay, /a/pend4} during the yawn ; (far be it from our 
author to ſuggeſt it could be loſt any longer 1); it ſpreadeth at 
large over all the reſt-of the kingdom, to ſuch n degree, that Pa- 
lnurus bimſelf (though as incapable of ſleeping as Jupiter) yet 
noddeth for a moment: The effect of which, though ever fo mo- 
mentary, could not but cauſe ſome relaxation, for the time, in all 


public affairs. Scars. 1 ? | 
Ver. 610. The Convocation gaf'd, but could not pe-] Imply- 


ing a great deſite ſo to do, as learned ſcholiaſt on the place 
rightly obſerves. Therefore, beware reader, leſt thou take this 
gape for a yarn, whithi'is attended with no deſite but to go to reſt: 


dy no means the diſpoſition of the convocation ; whoſe melan- 


choly caſe in ſhort is this: She was, as is reported, infected with 
the influence-of the Goddeſs; and while ſhe was yawning; 
careleſsly at her eaſe, a wanton courtier took her at advantage, 
and in the very nick clapped a gag into her chops.” Well there- 
fore may we know her meaning by her gaping; and this diſtreſs- 
ful poſture our poet here deſcribes, juſt as ſhe ſtands at this day, 
a. ſad example of the effects of dulneſs and malice uacheeked, and 


deſpiſed. BENTIL. 


f 4.1 14 Wides 
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Wide, and more wide, it ſpread o'er all the realm ; 
Ev'n Palinurus nodded at the helm: . 
The vapour mild &er each Committee crept ; 615 
Unfiniſh'd treaties in each office flept-; 

And chiefleſs-armies doz'd out the. campaign ; 

And nayies yawn'd for orders on the main. 

O Muſe! relate, (for you can tell alone, Y 
Wits have ſhort memories, and dunces none), 620 
Relate, who firſt, who laſt-reſign'd to reſt ; | 
Whoſe heads ſhe partly, whoſe completely bleſt ; 

What charms could Faction, what Ambition lull, 
The venal quiet, and intrance the, dull; FA 
I 


| REMARKS. 

Ver. 615, 618.] Theſe verſes were witten many years ago, 
and may be found in the ſtate-poems of that time. So that Serib- 
derus is miſtaken, or whoever elſe have-imagined this poem of a 
freſher date. | 

Ver. 620. Wits bave ſbort memories,] This ſeems to be the 
reaſon why the poets, whenever they give us a catalogue, conſtant- 
dy call for help on the Muſes, who, as the daughters of Memory, 
are obliged not to forget any thing. So Homer, Lliad ii. 


II Andy S A „ 57 ruby of 88 s, 
Ei a Oui Maca, Ans AM, - 
Ovyal:ers, ur ,t | 
And Virgil, En. vil. 4 85 | 
« Et meminiſtis enim, dive, et memorare poteſtis : 

Ad nos vix tenuis fame perlabitur aura. 1 
But our poet had yet another reaſon for putting this taſk upon the 
Mule, that, all beſides being affcep, ſhe only could relate what 
paſſed, ScxixL. + | | 78 

Ver. 624. The venal quiet, and, &c.] It were a problem wor- 
thy the ſolution of that profound ſcholiaſt, Mr. Upton bimſelf, 
(and perhaps not of leſs importance than ſome of thoſe ſo long 
diſputed amongſt Homer's), to inform us, which required the great- 
elt effort of aur Goddeſs's power, to intrence. the dull, or to guict 


| | IMITATIONS. ; 
ver. 621. Relate, who firſt, 10bo laft refign'd to reft ; 
I "W hoſe beads fbe partly, whoſe completely bleſt>] 
* Quem telo primum, quem poſtremum afpera Yi | 
'« Dejicis ? aut quot humi mverientia carpers funds? Wiz 


Wrong ä | Gzg 
O ſing, ant buſh the nations wth thy engt 
= * 


In vain, in he 8 hour 
Reſiſtleſs falls: The Muſe obeys the Pow'r. 
She comes! ſhe comes ! the ſable throne behold 
Of Night primeval, and of Chaorold! 630 
Before her, Fancy's gilded clouds decay, | 
And all its varying 7% 2b die away. 
Wit ſhoots in vain its momentary fires, 
The meteor drops, and in a flaſh expires, 


As one by one, at dread Medea's ſtrain, 635 


The ſick'ning ſtars fade off th* ethereal plain; 

As Argue” eyes, by Hermes wand oppreſt, 

Clos'd one by one to everlaſting reſt ;-* _ * 
Thus at her felt approach, and ſecret . "HA 

NM IU CAS 640 


— 


Remanns. 
Se nad, For though the vena! may be more unruly than the 
dull, yet, on the other hand, TING: < WO e 
of her virtue to intrance than barely quiet. SCRIBL, 

Ver. 629. She comes / ſbe comes / &&c.] Here the Mule, like 
Jove's eagle, after a ſudden ſtoop at ignoble game, ſoareth again to 
the ſkies. As prophecy hath ever been one of the chief provinces 
of poeſy, our poet here foretels from what we feel, what we are 


to fear; and in the ſtyle of other prophets, hath uſed the futuro 


cnfe for the preterite : ſince what he ſays ſhall be, is already to 
be ſeen, in the writings of ſome, even of our moſt adored authors, 
in divinity, philoſophy, phyſic, metaphyſics, We. ww are too good 
indeed to be named in ſuch company. 

Ibid. tbe fable throne behold] The ſable thrones of the Fa 
Chaos, here repreſented as advancing to extinguiſh the li 
the ſciences, in the firſt place blot out the colours of Fancy 
n Vit, before they proceed to their work. © 


| IurraTIONs. 


| Ver, 637. Ar Argus" Sen, Sc.] 


6 Bt quamaris por eſt oculorum parte receptis 
Parte tamen vigi 


| Ornd Piet. it 
10 * rr | i | | Sce 
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Tin drown'd was Senſe, and Shame, and Right, and 
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See ſculking Truth to ber old cavern fled, 
Mountains of Cafuiftry heap'd o'er her head! 
Philoſophy, that lean'd on Heav'n before, 
Shrinks to her ſecond cauſe, and is no more. 
| Phy/ic 


, IMITATIONS, 
Ver. 643. In the former editions it ſtood thus, 


Philoſophy, that reach'd the heav'ns b:fore, 
Shrinks to her hidden cauſe, and is no more. 


And this was intended as a cenſure of the Newtonian philoſophy. 
For the poet had been milled by the prejudices of foreigners, as 
if that philoſophy had recurred to the occult qualities of AHriſtotle. 
This was the idea he received of it from a man educated much 
abroad, who had read every thing, but every thing ſuperficially. 
Had his excellent friend Dr. A. been conſulted in this matter, it 
is certain that ſo. unjuſt a reflection had never diſeredited fo nable 
a ſatire, When I hinted to him how he had been imp-ſed upon, 
be changed the lines with great pleaſure into a compliment (as 
they now ſtand) on that divine genius, and a fatire on the folly by 
which he the poet himſelf had been mitled. 


REMARKS. 

Ver. 641. Truth 7o Ber old cavern feed,] Alluding to the ſaying 
of Democritus, That Truth lay at the bottom of a deep well, 
from whence he had drawn her: though Butler ſays, be firft put 
ber in, before be dretu ber out. : 

Ver. 643. Philoſophy, that lean'd on Heac'n] Philoſophy has 
at length brought things to that paſs, as to have it eſteemed un- 
philoſophical to reſt in the firſt canſe; as if its ends were an endleſs 
indagation to cauſe after cauſe, without ever coming to the firſt. 
So that, to avoid this unlearned diſgrace, ſome of the propagators 
of our beſt philoſophy have had reecurſe to the contrivance here 
hinted at. For this philoſophy, which is founded in the principle 
of gravitation, firſt conſidered that property in matter, as ſomething 
extrinſecal to it, and impreſſed immediately by God upon it. 
Which fairly and modeſtly coming up to the firſt cauſe, was puſh- 
ing natural inquiries as far as they ſhould go. But this ſtopping, 
though at the extent of our ideas, and on the maxim of the great 
founder of this philoſophy, Bacon, who ſays, . Circa ultimates 
rerum fruſtranea eſt inquiſitio, was miſtaken by foreign philo- 
ſophers as recurring to the occult qualities of the Peripatetics, 

Pulſantes equidem vires intelligo nuſquam. 
* Occultas magiciſque pares 

* Sed gravitas etiam creſcat, dum corpora centro 

* Accedunt Propius, Videor mihi cernere terra, 
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Phyfic of Metaphy/ic begs defence, 643 
And Mctaphyjic calls for aid on Senſe / | 

See Myftery to Mathematics fly 

In vain! they gaze, turn giddy, rave, and die. 
Religion, bluſhing, veils her ſacred fires. 

And unawares Morality expires. G50 


| REMARKS. 
* Emergens quicquid caliginis ac tenebrarum 
< Pellzi juvenis doctor conjecerat olim SS: 
In phyſicæ ſtudium : folitum dare nomina rebus, 
&* Pro cauſis, unoque ſecans problemata verbo.“ Anti- Luce 
To avoid which imaginary diſcredit to the new theory, it was 
thought proper to ſeek for the cau/e of gravitation in à certain 
elaſtic fluid, which pervaded all body. By this means, inſtead of 
really advancing in natural inquiries, we were brought back again, 
by this ingenious expedient, to an unſatisfattory ſecond cauſe ; 
Philoſophy, that lean'd on Heav'n before, 
Shrinks to her dt cauſe, and is no more. 7; 
For it might ſtill, by the fame kind of objection, be aſked, What 
was the cauſe of that elaflicity ? See this folly cenſured, ver. 475. 
Ver. 645, 646. Phylic of Metaphyſic, &;.—And Metaphyſit 
_ calls, &c.] Certain writers; as Malbranche, Norris, and others, 


£ 


have thought it of importance, in order to ſecure the exiſtence of || 


the /oul, to bring in queſtion the reality of body ; which they have 
attempted to do by a very refitied metaphyfical reaſoning : while 
others of the ſame party, in order to perſuade us of the neceſſit) 
of a revelation which promiſes immortality, have been as anxious 
to prove that thoſe qualities which are commonly ſappoſed to be- 
long only to an immaterial being, are but the reſult from the ſen- 
ſations of matter, and the foul naturally mortal. Thus, between 
theſe different reaſonings, they have left us neither ſoul nor body; 
nor, the ſciences of phyſics and metaphyſics the leaſt fupport, by 
making theta depend upon, and go a begging to, one another. 
Ver. 647. See Myſtery to Mathematics fy /] A fort of men, 
who make human reaſon the adequate meaſure of all truth, har- 
iag pretended, that whatſoever is not fully comprehended by it, i 
contrary to it ; certain defenders of religion, who would not be 
outdone in a paradox, have gone as far in the oppoſite folly, an! 


_ attempted to ſhew that the myſteries of religion may be mathems- 
tically demonſtrated ;. as the authors of Philgſopbic, or Aftrononi: 
principles of religion, natural and revealed: who have much pride! 
themſelves on reflefting a fantaſtic light upon religion, from the 


Nor 


frigid ſubtilty of ſchool moonſbioe. 
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Nor public flame, nor private, dares to ſhine ; 

Nor human ſpark is left, nor glimpſe divine ! 

Lo! thy, dread empire, Caaos ! is reſtor'd! 

Light dies before thy uncreating word : EN 

Thy hand, great Anarch ! lets the curtain fall; 655 
Aud univerſal Darkneſs buries All, 


REMARKS. 

Ver. 649. Religion, Bling, veils ber ſacred fires,] Bluſbing as 
well at the memory of the pa overflow of dulneſs, when the bar- 
barous learning of ſo many ages was wholly employed in corrupt- 
ing the ſimplicity, and defiling the purity of religion, as at the 
riew of theſe her falſe ſupports in the preſent ; of which it would 
be endleſs to recount the particulars, However, amids the extinc- 
tion of all otner lights, ſhe is ſaid only to withdraw hers; as hers: 
alone, in its own nature, is unextinguiſhable and eternal, | 

Ver. 650. And unawares Morality expires.] It appears from 
hence, that our poet was of very different ſentiments from the au- 
thor of the Characteriſtics, who has written a formal treatiſe on 


virtue, to prove it not only real, but durable, without the ſappere 
of religion. The word unaWeres alludes to the confidence of thoſe 


men, who ſuppoſed that morality would flouriſh beſt without it, 
and conſequently to the ſurpriſe ſuch would be in (if any ſuch 
there are) who indeed love virtue, and yet do all. they can to root. 
eut the religion of their country, . 


Exp of the FouxTn Book. 


© 


BY THE AUTHOR, 
K DECLARATION. 


Warrtas certain haberdaſhers of prints and particles, 
being inſtigated by the ſpirit of pride, and afſuming to 
themſelves the name of critics and reftyrers, have ** ay 
upon them to adulterate the common and current 
ſenſe of our glorious anceſtors, poets of this realm, by 
clipping, cojning, defacing the images, mixing their 
own baſe allay, or otherwiſe falſifying the ſame ; which 
they publiſh, utter; and vend as genuine: the ſaid ha- 
berdaſhers having no right thereto, as neither heirs, 
executors, adminiſtrators, aſſigns, or in any ſort related 
to ſuch poets, to albor any of them: zow we, having 
carefully reviſed this our Dunciad, * beginning with 


* Read thus confidently, inſtead of © beginning with the word 
* books, and ending with the word flies,” as formerly it ſtood; 
read alſo, © containing the entire ſum of one thouſand ſeven hun- 
* dred and fifty-ſix verſes,” inſtead of © one thouſand and twelve 
« lines;” ſuch being the initial and final words, and ſuch the true 
and entire contents of this poem. | 
Thou art to know, reader ! that the firſt edition thereof, like 
that of Milton, was never ſcen by the author, (though living and 
not blind): the editor himſelf confeſſed as much in bis preface: 
and no two poems were ever publiſhed in ſo arbitrary a manner. 
The editor of this, had as boldly ſuppreſſed whole paſſages, yea the 
entire laſt book, as the editor of Paradiſe Loſt added and augment- 
ed. Milton himſelf gave but tex books, his editor twelve ; this 
author gave four books, bis editor only three. But we have happily 
done juſtice to both; and preſume we ſhall live in this our laſt la- 
bour, as long as in any of our others. BzxTL, 
6 X 3 the 
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the words The mighty mother, and ending with the words 
buries all, containing the entire ſum of one thouſand ſe. 
ven hundred and fifty faur verſes, declare every word, 
figure, point, and comma of this impreſſion to be au- 
thentic: and do therefore ſtrictly enjoin and forbid any 
perſon or perſons whatfoever, to eraſe, reverſe, put be- 
tween Holt, or by any other means, directly or indi- 
rely, change or mangle any of them. And we do 
hereby earneſtly exhort all our brethren to follow 15 
our example, whieth- we heartily with our great predeceſ- 
fors bad heretofore ſet, as a remedy and prevention of 
all ſuch abuſes. Provided always, that nothing in this 
declaration ſhall be conſtrued. to limit the lawful and 
undoubted right of every ſubject of this realm, to judge, 
cenſure, or condemn, in the whole or in part, any 
poem or poet whatſoever. ; e 


Given under our hand at London, this third day 
of January, in che year of our Lord one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred thirty and two. 


Declarat?* cor? me, 
Joux BarBtr, Mayor. | 


| "APPEN- 


P R E F A C E 
Pre fixed to the five firſt imperfect Editions of the 


DUNCIAD, in Three Books, printed at Du B- 
LIN and LONDON, in octavo and duodecimo, 


1727. 


The an * to the RrA DER. 


T wilt be found a true obſervation, though ſome- 
what ſurpriſing, that when any ſcandal is vented 
againſt a man of the higheſt dillioQion and character, 
either in the ſtate or literature, the public in general 
afford it a moſt quiet reception; and the larger part 
| | | © ___ accept 


De Publiſser] Who he was, is uncertain; but Edward Ward 
tells us, in his preface to Durgen, that moſt judges are of opi- 
nion this preface is not of Engliſh extraction, but Hibernian, 
&c. He means it was witten by Dr. Swift, who, whether the pub- 
liſker or not, may be ſaid in a fort to be author of the poem. For 
when he, together with Mr. Pope, (for reaſons ſpecified in the 
preface to their miſcellanies), determined to own the moſt triſſing 
pieces in which they had any hand, and to deſtroy all that re- 
mained in their power; the firſt ſketch of this poem was ſnatched 
from the fire by Dr. Swift, who perſuaded his friend to proceed in 
it, and to him it was therefore inſcribed. But the occaſion of print- 
ing it was as follows: * 

here was publiſhed in thoſe Miſcellanies, a treatiſe of the Ba- 
thos, or Art of Sinking in Poetry, in which was a chapter, where 
the ſpecies of bad writers were ranged in claſſes, and initial letters 
of names prefixed, for the moſt part at random. But ſuch was 
the number of poets eminent in that art, that ſome one or other 
took every letter to himſelf. All fell into fo violent a fury, that 
for half a year or more, the common news-papers (in moſt of 
which they had ſome property, as being hired writers) were filled 
with the moſt abuſive falſchoods and ſcurrilities they could poſh- 
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accept it as favourably as if it were ſome kindneſs done- 


to themſelves : whereas if a known ſcoundrel or block- 
head but chance to be touched upon, a whole legion is 
up in arms,. and it becomes the common cauſe of all: 
fcribblers, bookſellers, and printers whatſoever. 

Not to ſearch too deeply into the reaſon. hereof, I 
will only obſerve as a fact, that every week for theſe 
two months paſt, the town has been perſecuted with 
* pamphlets, advertiſements, letters, and weekly ef. 
ſays, not only againſt the wit and writings, but againſt 
the character and perſon of Mr. Pope. And that of all 
thoſe men who have received pleaſure from his works, 
which by modeſt computation may be about a + hun- 
dred thouſand jn theſe kingdoms of England and Ire- 
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bly deviſe; a liberty no ways to be wondered at in thoſe people, 
and in thoſe papers, that, for many years, during the uncontroul-- 
led licence of the preſs, had aſperſed almoſt all the great charac-- 
ters of the age; and this with impunity, their own perſons and 
names being utterly ſecret and obſcure. This gave Mr. Pope the 


thought, that he had now ſome ity of doing good, by de-- 
tecting and dragging into light theſt common enemies of mankind; 


ſince, to invalidate this univerſal flander, it ſufficed to ſhew what 


contemptible men were the authors of it. He was not without: 
hopes, that by manifeſting the dulneſs of thoſe who had only ma- 
lice to recommend them, either the bookſellers! would not find: 
their account in employing them, or the. men themſelves, when, 
diſcovered, want courage to proceed in fo unlawful an occupation. 
This it was that gave birth to the Dunciad ; and he thought it an 
happineſs, that, by the late flood. of flander on himſelf, he had 


acquired ſuch a peculiar right over their names as was neceſſary to 


his deſign. | 1 | | 
_*, Pampblets, advertiſements, & e.] See the liſt of thoſe anony-- 
mous papers, with their dates and authors annexed, inſerted be- 
fore the poem. : 226.52 o 4 
+. About a hundred thouſand] It is ſurpriſing with what ſtupidity - 


| this preface, which is almoſt a continued irony, was taken by 


thoſe authors. All ſuch paſſages as theſe were und erſtood by Curl, 
Cook, Cibber, and others, to be ſerious. Hear the Laureat (let- 
ter to Mr. Pope, p- 9.) Though I grant the Dunciad a better 
« poem of its kind than ever was writ ; yet, whem I read it with 
*« thoſe vain-g/orious encumbrances of notes and remarks upon it, 
« &c it is amazing, that you, who have writ with ſuch maſterly 

1 ob; paſſion, ſhould be ſo blind a.flare to your 
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land (not to mention Jerſey, Guernſey, the Orcades, 
thoſe in the new world, and foreigners who have tranſ- 
lated him into their languages) of all this number not 
a. man hath Rood, up to — one word in his defence. 

The only exception is the * author of the following 
poem, who. doubtleſs had either a better inſight i into 
the grounds of this clamour, or a better opinion of 
Mr. Pope's integrity, joined with a. greater perſonal 
love for him, than any other of his numerous friends 
and admirers. 


Farther, that be was in his peculiar intjimacy, ap- 


pears from the knowledge he manifeſts of the molt pri- 
vate authors of all the anonymous pieces againit him, 
and from his having in this poem attacked no ꝶ man 
living, who had not before printeds or publiſhed, ſome 
ſcandal againſt this gentleman, 

How I came poſleſſed of it, is no concern to the read- 
er; but it would have been a wrong to him, had I 
detained the publication; ſince thoſe names which are 
its chief oraaments die off daily ſo faſt, as muſt render 
it too ſoon unintelligible, If it provoke the author to 
give us a more perfect edition, I have my end. 

Who be is, I cannat fay, and (which is a great 2 
there is certainly} nothing in his * and manner 


“ own, as not to ſee how far a low averice of fpraiſe,”” &e. (taking 
it, for granted, that the notes of Scriblerus and others were the au- 
thor's own.) 


0 Theauther: of the Alena foem,, &c.] A very plain irony, 
ſpeaking of Mr. Pope bimſelf. 


+ The publiſher in theſe words went a little too far; but it is 
eertain, whatever names the-reader finds that are unknown to him, 
are of fuch; and the exception is only of two or three, hoſe dul- 
neſs, impudent fcurrility, or ſelf· concrit, all mankind agreed to 
have juſtly intitled them to a place in the Punciad. 


Were is certainly nothing in bis flyle, &c.] This jirony had. 


ſmall effect in concealing the author. Ihe Dunciad, imperfect as, 
it was, had not been publiſhed two * but the whole town gave 
it to Mr. 8 
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of writing, which can diſtinguiſh or diſcover him: for 


if it bears any reſemblance to that of Mr. Pope, it is 
not improbable but it might be done on purpoſe, with 


a view to have it paſs for his. But by the frequency” 


of his alluſions to Virgil, and a laboured (not to lay at- 
fected) ſhortneſs in imitation of him, I ſhould think him 
more an admirer of the Roman poet, than of the Gre. 
cian, and in that not of the ſame taſte with his friend. 
1 have been well informed, that this work was the 
labour of full * fix years of his life, and that he whol- 
ly retired himſelf from all the avocations and pleaſures 


of | the world, to attend diligently to its correction and 


perfection; and fix years more he intended to beſtow 
on it, as would ſeem by this verſe of Statius, which 
was cited at the head of his nes. 
O mibi * nultun vigilata per am, 
: Dauncia 1+ | | n 3 


ene alſo we learn &s true title of the poem; which, 


with the ſame certainty as we call that of Homer the 
Iliad, of Virgil the Eneid, of Camoens the Luſiad, 
we may pronounce, could Ray: beeps and can be no: 
other than 


THE DUNCIAD. 


» Th labour if ful in youre, b This all s based 84 


ſeriouſly believed by divers gentlemen of the Duaciad. J. Ralph, 


- pref. to Sawney, © We are told it was the labour of fix years, 


« with the utmoſt aſſiduity and application: it is no great compli- 
ment to the author's ſenſe, to have employed fo large a part of 
« his life, &c. See alſo Ward, pref. to Durgen, The Dun- 
« ciad, as the publiſher. very willy confeſſes, coſt the author fix 


« years retirement from all the. pleaſures of life; though it is 


« ſomewhat difficult to conceive, from either its bulk or beauty, 
« that it could be ſo long in hatching, &c. But the length of time 
and cloſeneſs of application were mentioned to prepoſſeſs the 
« reader with a good opinion of it.. 

They juſt as well underſtood what Scriblerus ſaid of the poem. 


+ The prefacer ts Curl's Key, p. 3. took this word to be really 


in Statius : © By a quibble on the word Duncia, the Dunciad is 
formed. Mr. Ward alſo follows him in the ſame opinion. 
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It is ſtyled heroic, as being doubly ſo; not only with 
reſpect to its nature, which, according to the beſt rules 
of the ancients, and ſtricteſt ideaa 015 the moderns, is 
critically ſuch ; but alſo with regard to the heroical 
diſpoſition and * courage of the writer, who dared 
to ſtir up ſuch rmidable, e and unplacable 
race of mortals. 

There may ariſe ſome obſcurity 3 in chronology from 
the names in the poem, by the inevitable removal of 
ſome authors, and inſertion of others, in their niches, 
For whoever will conſider the unity of the whole de- 
ſign, will be ſenſible, that the pre was not made for 
theſe authors, but theſe authors for the poem. 1 ſhould 
| judge that they were clapped in as they roſe, freſh and 
freſh, and changed from day to day; in like manner 
as when the old boughs wither, we thruſt new ones in- 
to a chimney. _., 

I would not have the reader too much troubled or 
anxious, if he cannot decypher them; fince when he 
ſhall have found them out, he will probably 1 no 
more of the perſons than before. | 

Yet we judged it better to preſerve them as they a are, 
than to change them for fictitious names; by which the 
ſatire would only be multiplied, and applied to many 
inſtead of one. Had the hero, for inſtance, been cal- 
led Codrus, how many would have affirmed, him to 
have been Mr. T. Mr. E. Sir R. B. Cc. but now all 
that unjuſt ſcandal is ſaved by calling him by a name, 
which by mo luck happens: to be * 4 Ow perſon. 


rk ates ate Os 
BOOKS, PAPERS, axv VERSES, 
In which our Author was abuſed, before the publica. 


tion of the Duxciap; with the true Names of the 
Authors. 


: 


1 rhapſody, called, An Effay on Criticiſm. 

Mr. Dennis, printed by B. Lintot, price-64/ 

A new Rehearſal, or Bays the Younger ; contain- 
ing an Examen of Mr. Rowe's plays, and a word or 
two on Mr. Pope's Rape of the Lock. Anon. [By 
Charles Gildon.] Printed for J. Roberts, 1714, price 
16. : | Ft” SHINE 260 Ng 
HFomerides : or, A Letter to Mr. Pope, occaſioned 
by his intended tranſlation of Homer. By Sir Iliad 
Dogrel. [ Tho. Burnet and G. Ducket, Eſquires.] 
Printed for W. Wilkins, 1715, price gd. | 

Eſop at the Bear Garden; a vision, in imitation of 
the Temple of Fame, by Mr. Preſton, | Sold by John 
Morphew, 1715, price 6. | 

The Catholic Poet, or Proteſtant Barnaby's forrow- 
ful lamentation; a ballad about Homer's Iliad. By 
Mrs. Centlivre, and others, 1715, price 1d. 

An Epilogue to a puppet-ſhow at Bath, concerning 
the ſaid Iliad. By George Ducket, Eſq; printed by 
E. Curl. 1025 

A Complete Key to the What · d'ye - call it. Anon. 
T By Griffin a player, ſuperviſed by Mr. Th] print- 
ed by J. Roberts, 1715. 1 
A true character of Mr. P. and his writings, in a 
letter to a friend. Anon. [Dennis.] Printed for 8. 
Popping, 1716, price 3d. | 
_ © = Contederates, a'farce. By Joſeph Gay [J. D. 

Breval] printed for R. Burleigh, 1719, price 19, 
Remarks upon Mr. Pope's tranſlation of Homer; 
| £6 with 


EFLECTIONS eritical and fatiriesl on à late 


with two letters IN Windfor- Foreſt, and 


the Temple of Fame. By Mr. Dennis, printed for E. 
Curl, 1717, price 1s. 6d. : 

Satires on the tranſlators of Homer, Mr. P. and 
Mr. T. Anon, [Bez. Morris] 1719, price 64. 

The Triumvirate; or, A Letter from Palzmon to 
Celia at Bath. Anon. [Leonard Welſted] 1721, 
folio, price 127. f 

The Battle of Poets, an heroic Poem. By Tho, 
Cooke, printed for J. Roberts, folio, 1725. 

Memoirs of Lillipet. Anon. [Eliza Haywood] 
octavo, printed in 1727. | 

An Effay on Criticiſm, in proſe. By the author of 
the Critical Hiſtory of England, [J. Oldmixon} 
oQavo, printed 1728. | 

Gulliveriana and Alexandriana ; with an -ample 
Preface, and Critique on Swift and Pope's Miſcellanics. 
By Jonathan Smedley,. printed by J. Roberts, octavo, 
1728, | 

— of the Times; or, an account of the 
writings, characters, &c. of ſeveral gentlemen libel- 
led by S— and P—, in a late Miſcellany, octavo, 
1728. | | | 

Remarks on Mr. Pope's Rape of the Lock, in Let- 
ters to a friend. By Mr. Dennis; written in 1724, 
though not printed till 1728, octavo. 


Verſes, Letters, Eſſays, or Advertiſements, in the Public 
| Prints. 


Britiſh Journal, Nov. 25, 1727. A letter on Swift 
and Pope's Miſcellanies. [Writ by M. Concanen. } 

Daily Journal, March 18, 1728. A letter by Phi- 
lomauri, James- Moore Smith. a 

Id. March 29. A letter about Therſites; accuſing 
the author of diſaſſection to the government. By James- 
Moore Smith. | | 

Miſt's Weekly Journal, March 30. An eſſay on 
the arts of a poet's ſinking in reputation; or, a Sup- 

Vor. III. Y plement 
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| plement to the Art of ſinking in poetry. CS0 9 
Mr. Theobald. ] 5 e 


Daily Journal, April 3. A letter under the name 


of Philo-ditto. By James-Moore Smith. 


Flying Poſt, April 4. A letter againſt Gulliver * 
Mr. P. [By Mr. Oldmixon. ] 

Daily Journal, April 5. An auction of Goods at 
Twickenham. By James-Moore Smith. 
_ The Flying Poſt, April 6. A Fragment of a Trea- 
tiſe upon Swift and Pope. By Mr. Oldmixon.' 

The Senator, April 9. On the ſame. By Edward 


Roome. 


« Daily Journal, April 8. Advertiſement by James- 
Moore Smith. 
Flying Poſt, April 13. Verſes againſt Dr. Swift, 


and 8 Mr. P—'s Homer. By J. Oldmixon. 


Daily Journal, April 23. Letters about the tranſ. 
lation of the character of Therſites in Homer. By 
Thomas Cooke, &c. | 
. Mift's Weekly Journal, April 27- A Letter of 
Lewis Theobald. 

Daily Journal, May 11. A Letter againſt Mr. P 
at large. Anon. [John Dennis.] 

| All theſe were afterwards reprinted in a pamphlet, 
led, A. Collection of all the verſes, eſſays, letters, 
and advertiſements occaſioned by Mr. Pope and 
Swift's Miſcellanies, prefaced by Concanen, anony- 
mous, octavo, and printed for A. Moore, 1728, price 
17. Others of an elder date, baving lain as waſte 
paper many years, were, upon the publication of 
the Dunciad, brought out, and their authors betrayed 
by the mercenary bookſellers, (in hopes of ſome po- 
fibility of ar . few), by advertiſing them in 
this manner—* The Confederates, a farce. By 
« Capt. Breval, (for which he was ig into the Dun- 
1% ciad) An Epilo 2 to Powel's puppet -ſhow. 
«« By Lol Ducket (for which he is put into tbe 
4 Dunciad). Eſſays, &c. . By Sir Richard Black- 
#* more. [N. B. It was for a paſlage * a x" 


<4 
ſo 


er To Yo YT 


ww 


APPENDIX. E575 


that Sir Richard was put into the a And 
ſo of others. 


After the Dunciad, MDCCXIVIII, 


An Eſſay on the Dunciad, octavo, printed for J. 
Roberts. [In this book, p. 9. it was formally de- 
clared, „That the complaint of the aforeſaid libels 
and advertiſements was forged and untrue ; that all 
© mouths had been ſilent, except in Mr. Pope's praiſe; 
« and nothing againſt bim publiſhed, but by Mr. 
Theobald. 5 

Sawney, in, blank verſe, occafioned by the Dunciad; 
with a critique on that poem. By J. Ralph, Ca perſon 
never mentioned im it at firſt, but "nferted after] print- 
ed for J. Roberts, octavo. 

A Complete Key to the Dunciad. By E. Curl, 
12mo, price 6 d. | 

A ſecond and third edition of the ſame, with addi- 
tions, 12mo. 

The Popiad: By E. Curl, extracted from ]. "x 


nis, Sir Richard Blackmore, &c. 12mo, price '6.4. 


- The Curliad. By the ſame E. Curt: 


Ihe Female Dbaciad. Collected by the fame Mr: 
Curl, 12mo, price 64. With the Metamorphoſis of P. 
into a ſtinging nettle. By Mr. Foxton, 12mo. 

The Metamorphoſis of Scriblerus into | Snarlerus, 
By J. Smedley, printed for A Moore, folio, price 

6d: 


The Dunciad Diſſected. By Curl and Mrs. Tho- 
mas, 12mo. 

An Eſſay on the Taſte and Writings of the preſent 
times. Said to be writ by a gentleman of C. C. C. 
Oxon, printed for J. Roberts, octavo. 

The Arts of Logic and ae partly taken front 
Bouhours, with New Reflections, &c. By John Old: 
mixon, octavo. 

Remarks on the Dunciad. By Mr, * dedi- ä 
cated to Theobald, octavo. 
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A Supplement to the Profund. Anon. By Matthew 


Concanen, octavo. ä ; | 
Miſt's Weekly Journal, June 8. A long letter, 


figned W. A. Writ by ſome or other of the Club of 


heobald, Dennis, Moore, Concanen, Cooke, who for 
ſome time held conſtant weekly meetings for theſe 

kind of performances. | P 
Daily Journal, June 11. A Letter figned Philo. 

ſeriblerus, on the name of Pope Letter to Mr. Theo- 

bald, in verſe, ſigned B. M. [Bezaleel Morris] a- 

gainſt Mr. P—--. Many other little epigrams about 

this time in the ſame papers, by James Moore, and 
others. - 

2 Journal, June 22. A Letter by Lewis Theo- 
Flying Poſt, Auguſt 8. Letter on Pope and Swiſt. 
Daily Journal, Auguſt 8. Letter charging the au- 

thor of the Dunciad with treaſon. * 
Durgen : A plain Satire on a pompous Satiriſt. B 

Edward Ward, with a little of James Moore. 4 

Apollo's Maggot in his cups. By E. Ward. 
Gulliveriana Secunda. , Being a collection of many 

of the hbels in the newſpapers, hke the former volume, 

under the ſame title, by Smedley. Advertiſed in the 

Craftſman, Nov. 9, 1728, with this remarkable pro- 

miſe, that ** any thing which any body ' ſhould ſend as 

«© Mr. Pope's, or Dr. Swift's, ſhould be inſerted and 

« publithed as theirs.” 

ope Alexander's ſupremacy and infallibility exa- 
| mined, &c. By George Ducket, and John Dennis, 

—_— 5 ; 

Dean Jonathan's paraphraſe on the 4th chapter of 

' Geneſis. Writ by E. Roome, folio, 1729. 

Labeo. A paper of verſes by Leonard Welſted, 

which after came into ane epiſtle, and was publiſhed by 

James Moore, quarto, 1730. Another part of it came 

out in Welſted's own name, under the juſt title of Dul- 

nels and Scandal, folio, 1731. | 
There have been ſince publiſhed, 4X 
Verſes on the Imitator of Horace, By a lady, [or 
| | between 
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between a Lady, a Lord, and a Court- ſquire ], print- 
ed for ]. Roberts, folio. 


An Epiſtle from a nobleman to a doctor of divinity, 


from Hampton-court [Lord HJ, printed for J. 
Roberts alſo, folio. 


A Letter from Mr. Cibber to Mr. Pope. Printed: 


for W. Lewis in Covent-garden, octavo. 


$6 W447 +! 
ADVERTISEMENT 


To the Fixsr EpiTion with Notes, in Quarto, 
M Dec XXIX- 


FS be ſufficient to ſay of this edition; that the 


reader has here a much more correct and complete 
copy of the Dusac1aD, than has hitherto appeared. I 
cannot anſwer bat ſome miſtakes may have flipped 
into it, but a vaſt number of others will be prevent- 
ed by the names being now not only ſet at length, 
but joſtified- by the authorities and reaſons given. I 
make no doubt, the author's own motive to uſe real 
rather than feigned- names, was his care to preſerve 
the innocent from any falſe application; whereas, in 
the former editions, which had no more than the ini- 
tial letters, he was made, by keys printed here, to hurt 
the inoffenſive ;- and (what was worſe) to abuſe his 
friends by. an impreſſion at Dublin. | 
The commentary. which attends this poem was 
ſent me from ſeveral hands, and conſequently muſt 
be unequally written; yet will have one advantage 
over moſt commentaries, that 1t is not made upon 


eonjectures, or at a remote diſtance of time: and the 
reader cannot but derive one pleaſure from the very - 
ſecurity of the perſons it treats of, that it partakes of 
the pature of a ſecret, —_ moſt people love to be 
3, les- 


- 
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"va into, though the men or the things be ever ſo 


inconſiderable or trivial. 

Of the per/ons it was judged proper to give ſome ac- 
count: for ſince it is only in this monument that t 
muſt expect to ſurvive, (and here ſurvive they will, as 
long as the Engliſh tongue ſhall remain ſuch as it was 
in the reigns of Queen Annes and King Grorce), it 
ſeemed but humanity to beſtow a word or two upon 
each, juſt to tell what he was, what he writ, when he 
lived, and when he died. 

If a word or two more are added upon the chief 
offenders, it is only a paper pinned upon the breaſt, 
to mark the enormities for which they ſuffered ; leſt 
the correction only ſhould be remembered, and the 
crime forgotten. . | 

In fome articles it was thovght fufficient,. barely to 
tranſcribe from Jacob, Curl, and other writers of their 
own rank, who were much better acquainted with 
them than any of the authors of this comment can 
pretend to be. Moſt of them had drawn each other's 

characters on certain occaſions; but the few here in- 
ſerted are all that could be faved from the general de- 
ſtruction of fuch works. 8 1 8 
Of the part of Seriblerus I need ſay nothing; his 
manner is well enough known, and approved by all 
but thoſe who are too much concerned to be judges. 

The imitations of the ancients are added, to gra- 
tiſy thoſe who either never read, or may have for- 

otten them ; together with ſome of the parodies and 
alluſions to the moſt excellent of the moderns. If, 
from the frequency of the former, any man think the 
poem too much a Cento, our poet will but appear to 
bave done the ſame thing in jeſt which Boileau did in 
earneft ; and upon which Vida, Fracaſtorius, and many 
of the molt eminent Latin poets, profeſſedly valued 
themſelves. EY 0 
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| IV. 
ADVERTISEMENT 


To the FixsT Epirios of the Fouxrn Book of the 


year 1 742. 


E apprehend it ean be deemed no injury to the 

W author of the three firſt books of the Dunciad, 
that we publiſh this fourth. It was found merely by 
accident, in taking a ſurvey of the /brary of a late 
eminent nobleman ; but in ſo blotted a condition, and 
in ſo many detached pieces, as plainly ſhewed it to be 
not only incorrect, but unfiniſhed. That the author of 
the three firſt books had a defign to extend and com- 
plete his poem in this manner, appears from the diſſerta- 
tion prefixed to it, where it is ſaid, that the de/ign is more 
extenſive, and that we may expect other epiſodes to complete 
it : And from the declaration in the argument to the 
third book, that the accompliſhment of the prophecies 
. therein would be the theme hereafter of a greater Dunciad. 
But whether or no he be the author of this, we de- 
clare ourſelves ignorant. If he be, we are no more to 
be blamed for the publication of it, than Tucca and 
Varius for that of the laſt fix books of the ZEncid, 
though perhaps inferior to the former. 

if: any perſon be poſſeſſed of a more perfect copy of 
this work, or of any other fragments of it, and will 
communicate them to the publiſher, we ſhall make the 
next edition more complete: in which we alſo promiſe 
to inſert any criticiſms that ſha]l be publiſhed (if at all 
to the purpoſe) with the zames of the au?hors ; or any 
letters ſent us (though not to the purpoſe) ſhall yet be 
printed under the title of Zpiftolz obſcurorum virorum ; 
which, together with fome others of the ſame kind 
formerly laid by for that end, may make no unplea- 
ſant addition to the future impreſſions of this poem. 
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il 4 To the complete Epirion of M-DCC xUIIt. 
1 HAVE long had a defign of giving 8 ſort of notes 
ib on the l of this poet. Before I had the happi- ) 
neſs of his acquaintance,. I had written a commentary h 
on his Efay en Man, and have fince finiſhed another N 
on the Eſay on Criticiſm. There was one already on p 
the Dunciad, which had met with general approbation: 0 
but 1 ſtill thought ſome additions were wanting (of a : 
more ſerious kind) to the humourous notes of Scrible- 11 
rus, and even to thoſe written by Mr. Cleland, Dr. 5 
Arbuthnot, and others. I had lately the pleaſure to = 
6, 


aſs ſome months with the author in the country, where 
I prevailed upon him to do what I had long deſired, 
and favour me with his explanation of ask paſſages 
in his works. It happened, that juſt at that juncture 
was publiſhed a ridiculous book againſt kim, full of 
perſonal reflections, which furniſhed him with a lucky 
opportunity of improving this poem, by giving it the on- 
ly thing it wanted, a more confiderable Hero. He was 
always ſenſible * its defect in that partioular, and 
owned he had let it paſs with the hero it had, purely 
for want of a better ; ; not entertaining the leaſt expec- 
tation that ſuch an one was reſerved for this poſt, as 
has ſince obtained the laurel: but fince that had hap- 
pened, he could no longer oy this juſtice either to 
Him or the Dunciad. 

And yet I will venture to ſay, there was another“ 
motive which had ſtill more weight with our author: 
this perſon was one, who from every folly (not to ſay 
vice) of which another would be aſhamed, has conſtant- 
ly derived a vanity and therefore was the mar in ther 
world who-would leaſt be hurt by it. W. W. 
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VI. 
ADVERTISEMENT 


Printed in the JouRNALs, M DCC xxx. 


HEREAS, upon occaſion of certain pieces re- 

lating to the Gentlemen of the Dunciad, ſome 
have been willing to ſuggeſt, as if they looked upon 
them as an abuſe : we can do na leſs than own, it is our 
opinion, that to call theſe gentlemen bad authors is no 
ſort of abuſe, but a great truth, We cannot alter this 
opinion without ſome reaſon; but we promiſe to do it 
in reſpect to every perſon who thinks it an injury to be 
repreſented as no wit, or poet, provided he procures a 
certificate of his being really ſuch, from any three of his 
companions in the Dunciad, or from Mr. Dennis fingly, 
who 1s efteemed equal to any three of the number. 
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VII. 
rr 
E THE 
CHARACTERS 
| ils | 


Ma. DRYDEN any Ma. POPE, 
As drawn by certain of their Contemporaries. | 
Ms. DRYDEN, | 
His Porrrics, Reurc10K, Monate 


| = 
R. Dryden is a mere renegado from monarchy, 
VI poetry, and good ſenſe (2 ).. A true republican 
ſon of monarchical church H. Arepublican Atheiſt f. 
Dryden was from the beginning an &daereiganan®», 
and I doubt not will continue ſo to the laſt Cd). | 
In the poem called Ab{a/om and Achitophel are noto- 
riouſly traduced, the King, the Quten, the Loxps 


and GENTLEMEN, not only their honourable perſons 


expoſed, but the whole NaT1ow and its RxrxESENTA- 
ri vES notoriouſly libelled. It is ſcandalum magnatum, 
yea of Majesrvy itſelf (e). Ark 


{a Milbourn on Dryden's Virgil, 8 vo, r698. p. 6. /// Page 
38. ſe Page 192. (%, Page 8. {ec) Whip and Key, 4to- 
printed for R. Janeway, 1682. Preface, 
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PAY AL LEE 
O F THE 
CHARACTERS 
Or | 


Ma. POPE and Ma. DRYDEN, 
As drawn by certain of their Contemporaries. 


Ma. POP E, 
His Polirics, RETLIGIOx, Mors. 


R. Pope is an open and mortal enemy to his 

country, and the commonwealth of learn- 
ing (a). Some call him a Popiſh Whig, which is di- 
rectly inconſiſtent (60%. Pope, as a Papiſt, muſt be a 
Tory and high-flier c). He is both Whig and To- 

d). . $8 

1 e hath made it his cuſtom to cackle to more than 
one party in their own ſentiments (e 

In his Miſcellanies, the perſons abuſed are, the 
Kixc, the Queen, his late Mages rr, both Houſes of 
ParLIAMENT, the Priry- council, the bench of Bi- 
SHOPS, the eſtabliſned Cyurcn, the preſent Mixisrxv, 
Gc. To make ſenſe of ſome paſſages, they muſt be 
conſtrued into Royar SCANDAL (Y. 5 


74 Dennis, Rem. on the Rape of the Locke, pref. p. xii. - 
{b) Dunciad diſſected. /e) Pref. to Gulliveriana. / Den- 
nis, character of Mr. P. (e) Theobald, letter in Miſt's Jour- 
nal, June 22, 1728. Liſt, at the end of a collection of 
verſes, letters, advertiſements, 8 v. Printed for A. Moore, 1928, 
and the preface to it, p. 6. 
He 
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He looks upon God's Goſpel as a fooliſh fable, like 
the Pope, to whom he is a pitiful purveyor {/). His 
very Chriſtianity may be queſtioned {g )}. He ought 
to expect more ſeverity than other men, as he is moſt 
unmercitul in his own refle&ions on others %. Witl: 
as good a right as his Holineſs, he ſets up for poetical 
infallibility (7). * E 

Mr. DRYDEN only a verſiſier. 


His whole libel is all bad matter, beautified. (which 
is all that can be faid of it) with good metre ( + ). Mr. 


Dryden's genius did not appear in any thing more 


than his verſification, and whether he is to be enno- 
bled for that only, is a queſtion { /). ; 


Mr. DRYDEN's Vigoit.._ 

Tonſon calls it Dryden, Virgil, to ſhew that this 
is not that Virgil ſo admired in the Auguſtean age; 
but a Virgil of another ſtamp, a ſilly, impertinent, 
nonſenſical writer ( . None but a Bzvius, a Mzvi- 
us, or a Bathyllus carped at Virgil; and none but 
ſuch unthinking vermin admire its tranſlator Cu). It 
is true, ſoft and eaſy lines might become Ovid's Epil- 
tles or Art of Love—But Virgil, who is all great and 
majeſtic, &c. requires ſtrength of lines, weight of 
words, and cloſeneſs of expreffion : not an ambling 
Muſe running on carpet-ground, and ſhod as lightly 
as a Newmarket racer. He has numberleſs faults 
in his author's meaning, and in propriety of expref 
Hon ( oh | a 8 
Mr. DRYDEN underſtood no Greek nor Latin. 


Mr. Dryden was once, I have heard, at Weſtmin- 
Ker · ſehool: Dr. Buſhby would have whipt him for ſo 


_ childiſh a paraphraſe{p). The meaneſt pedant in 


England would whip a lubber of twelve for conftru- 


\ 


{/) bid: {g) Milbourn, p. 9. /) vid. p. 275, fi, bag 
Sar e, ir FIT 
| m, p. 4. % , n} 2 0 
22, and 192. {p) Milbourn, p. 72. * | 
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He is a Popiſh rhymſter, bred up with a contempt of 
the Sacred Writings (z). His religion allows him to 
deſtroy heretics, not only with his pen, but fire and 
ſword ; and fuch were all thoſe unhappy wits whom he 
ſacrificed to his accurſed Popiſh principles (4). It de- 
ſerved vengeance to ſuggeſt, that Mr. Pope had leſs 
infallibility than his namefake at Rome (i). 


Mr. POPE only a verſiier. 


The ſmooth numbers of the Dunciad are all that re · 
commend it, nor has it any other merit (4). It muſt 
be owned that he has got a notable knack of rhyming 
and writing ſmooth verſe (/). t- 


Mr. POPE's Hours. 


The Homer which Lintot prints, does not talk like 
Homer, but like Pope; and he who tranflated him, 
one would ſwear, had a hill in Tipperary for his. Par- 
naſſus, and a puddle in ſome bog for his Hippo- 
crene (m]. He has no admirers among thoſe that can 
diſtinguiſh, diſcern, and judge (a). Wh" | 

He hath a knack at ſmooth verſe, but without either 
genius or good ſenſe, or any tolerable knowledge of 
Engliſh. The qualities which diftioguiſh Homer are 
the beauties of his diction and the harmony of his ver- 
K 7 107 If pen who is ſo much in 
vogue, has neither in thoughts, nor Engliſh 
in his expreſſions (o). A ai 

| Mr. POPE underſtood no Greek, x-. 

He hath undertaken to tranflate Homer from the 

Greek, of which he knows not one word, into Engliſh, - 


of which he underſtands as little (p). I wonder how this 


| (gs) Dennls's remarks on Homer, p. 27. () Preface to Gul. 
liveriana, p. II. (5) Dedication to the collection of verſes, let- 
ters, &c. p. 9. (I) Miſt's Journal of June 8, 1728. (/) Character 
of Mr. P. and Detmis on - (*) Dennis's remarks on 
Pope's Homer, p. 12. (=) Ibid, p. 14. (e) Character df Mr. 
Pope, p. 17, and vemarks on Homer, p. 19, () Dennis's te- 
marks on Homer, p. 12. N 


Vor. III. 2 gentleman 
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Ang ſo abſurdly (). The tranſlator is mad, every line 
betrays his ſtupidity (7). The faults are innumerable, 
and convince me that Mr. Dryden did not, or would 
not. underſtand his author () This ſhews how fit 
Mr. D. may be to tranſlate Homer / a miſtake in a fin- 
gle letter might fall on the printer well enough, but 
«xe for ixzog muſt be the error of the author: nor had 
he art enough to correct it at the preſs (7). Mr. Dry. 
den writes 2 the court ladies He writes for the la- 
dies, and not for uſe (2). e 

I be tranſlator puts in a little burleſque now and then 
into Virgil, for a ragout to his cheated ſubſcribers (w). 


Mr. DRY DEN tricked his Subſcribers. - 

I wonder that any man, who could not but be con- 
ſcious of his own unfitneſs for it, ſhould go to amuſe 
the learned world with ſuch an undertaking! a man 
ought to value his reputation more than money ; and 
not to hope that thoſe who can read for themſelves, 
will be impoſed upon, merely by a partially and un- 
ſeaſonably celebrated name (x). Poetis guidlibet audendi, 
ſhall be Mr. Dryden's motto, though it ſhould extend 
to picking of pockets ())). | | | 
Names beſtowed on Mr. DRYDEN. 
An Arz. ] A crafty ape dreſt up in a gawdy gown— 

Whips put into an Ape's paw, to play pranks with 
None but Apiſh and Papiſh brats will heed him (z). 
An Ass.] A camel will take upon him no more bur- 
den than is ſufficient for his enn but there is ano- 
ther beaſt that crouches under all (a). f 
A Fo. ] Poet Squab endued with Poet Maro's ſpi- 5 
rit! an ugly, croaking kind of vermin, which would 
| ſwell to the bulk of an ox (d.) | | 
A Cowaxp. ] A Clinias or a Damztas, or 
Mr. Dryden's own courage (c). . 


= 


2 A. «4a can - * 


a man of 


* 


| ? . x page 6) fag ack v.49 ; Page 
& 190. (w) Page 67, (x) Page 19 
125. (=) Whip and Key, pref. (a) Milb. p. 205. (5) Page 11 
(e) Page 1 76. | | | | 
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entleman would look, ſhould' it be diſcovered, that 
has not tranſlated ten verſes together in any book 


of Homer with juſtice to the poet, and yet he dares 
reproach his fellow- writers with not underſtanding 


Greek (2). He has ſtuck ſo little to his original as to 


Have his knowledge in Greek called in queſtion (7). 
J ſhould be glad. to know which it is of all Homer's 
excellencies which has ſo delighted the ladies, and the 
entlemen who judge like ladies (s). 5 
But he has a notable talent at butleſque; his genius 
flides ſo naturally into it, that he hath burleſ Her 
mer without deſigning it (2). 


W. POPE tricked his Subſcribers: © 


It is indeed ſomewhat bold, and almoſt prodigious, 
for a ſingle mar to undertake ſuch a work: but it is 
too late to diſſuade by demonſtrating the madneſs of 
the project. The ſubferibers woo Freak have been 
raiſed in proportion to what their pockets have been 
drained of (u). Pope has been concerned in jobs, and 
hared-out his- name to bookſellers (a). | 

Names beſtowed on Mr. POPE. 

An Arr.] Let us take the initial letter of his 
Chriftian name, and the initial and final letters of his 
ſurname, viz. A'P E, and they give you the ſame idea 
of an Ape as his ſace (x), Go. 5 

An Ass.] It is my duty to pull off the lion's ſkin- 
from this little aſs (). „ 

A Fos. ] A ſquab ſhort gentleman—a little crea- 


ture, that, like the frog in the fable, ſwells, and is 
angry, that it is not allowed to be as big as an 


ol (2). - 
A Cowarp.] A lurking waylaying coward (a). 


() Daily Jour. April 23, 1728. r) Suppl. to the Profund, 
pref. () Oldmixon, Eſſay on Criticiſm, p. 66. (t) Dennis's 
Remarks, p. 28. (2) Homerides, p. 1, tc. (w) Britiſh Journ. 


Nov. 25, 1727. (x) Dennis, Daily Journ. May 11, 1728. 
(3). Dennis, Rem. on Hom. pref, (2) Dennis's Rem. on the 
Rape of the Lock, pref. p. 9. (a) Char. of Mr. P. page 3. 
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has heard of Paul, the 
Jeſus Chriſt : and if 1 miſtake not, I have 


Hes ſomewhere. of John Dryden, an to bis Ma- n 


ay 6 Had be not been ſuch a ſelf· conceited 0 
fot (e). —Some great . poets, are poluively blocks 1 


A Fon 
e So bu - thing 46 Mr, Dryden (4) 
0 5. 2. ) Wig and Key, pot. ) Mlilbours, 5. 34 F 


(0) This 


e - 
$ 
9 
- 
: 
— 
= 
* = 
% 
- 
— 
» Y'y t : * 
- 
* . * 
* * 
7 
. - LY 
- 
-- 
: 
- 
& 4 
£ 
«is 
A ”, a la 
* 842282 « 
2 "34 4 
4 


. 
—I—_ 


* 
P>; 
- 
© 
0 5 
». 
- 
s 
P = 
; wo 
. 3 
F 
# ww o 


2e 
e 


. 


* ba 


APPENDIX. 1 


A Knavs.] He is on whom God and nature have 
marked for want of common honeſty 2 

A Foor. ] Great fools will be chriſtened by the 
_— of great poets, and Pope will be called Ho- 
mer (c). 

A Taixne.J A little abject thing (J). 


(3) Char, of Mr, P. ends (%) Dennis Rem. on Homer, 
p. 37). (Y bid, p. s. 
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Perſons bent in this Baie J 


The firſt et F115 the: "Dada; the ſecoad the- 
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A x 4 
MBROSE Philips, i i. 105. . 326. | 
A Attila, iii. 92. A 
Alaric, iii. 91. : „ 
Alma Mater, iii. 33. 
Annius, an antiquary, iv. an : FER. 
ACT 37 wi) 


BLackmors, Sie Richard, i. dr ii. 268. 
Bezaleel Morris, ii. 126. iii. 168. ef 
Banks, i. 146. 
Broome, 10. 
Bond, ii. 126. 
Brown, iii. 28. 
Bladen, iv. 160. 
Budgel, Efq; ii. 397 
Bentley, Richard. 7, iv. 20 
Bentley, Thomas, i li. 205. 
Boyer, Abel, ii. 41 3. | 
Bland, a Gazetteer, i i. 231. 
Breval, ]. Durant, i ii. 126, 238. 
| Benlowes, 1 iii. 21. i 
Bavins, ib. E22 
nus, iv. 237. 
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Burgerſdick, iv. 198. 
Bœotians, iii. 50. 
Bruin and Bears; i. 101. 
Bear and Fiddle, i i. 27 


C138xn, Colley, Hero of the poem, online 


Cibber, j june 139, 326. 

Caxton, William, i. 145. ; | 
Curl, Edm. 1. 40. ii. 3s 58, 167, &e.- 
Cook, Thomas, ii. 138. 

Concanen, Matthew, ii. 299. 

Centlivre, Suſannah, i ii. * 1 

Czfar in Egypt, i i. 281. 


Chi Ho- am- ti, emperor of de iii. 28 | 


Crouzaz, iv. 198. 


Codrus, ii. 144. 


De Fox; Daniel, i. 103. ii. 147. | 
De Foe, Norton, ii. 415. 

De Lyra, or Harpsfield, i. 1 54 | i 
Dennis, John, i. 106. ii. 29. ed 
| Dunton, John, ii. 144. j | 
Durfey, iii. 146. 5 
Dutchmen, it; 405. iii. 5 1. 


Doctors at White's, i. 203. 


Douglas, iv. 394. 


Evsven, Laurence, Poet Laureat, { bo: — 


Eliza Haywood, ii. Og 1 


FLEckNo, Richard, i Il 2. 


Fauſtus, Dr: iii. 233. IT 41 | s \ f. 80 


Fleetwood, iv. 326. 
Free-maſons, iv. 5%. 


- French-cooki, iv. 55 3. e 


| Benſon, William, Eſqz iii. 325+ ive 110. 
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Gir von, Charles, i i. 296. 
Goode, Barn. iii. 153. 
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Gregorians and men ix 575 
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Horneck, Philip, iii. 152. 
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How Edward, 1. 297. 


Henley, John, the orator, ii. 2, 425: i Lite- 199, Eg 


Huns, iii. 90. 
Heywood, John, i k 98. 
Harpsfield, i. 15 3. 
Hays, iv. 560. x 
Joux, King, i i. 252. 85 
James I. iv. 176. 

Jacob, Giles, iii. 149. 
Janſſen, a an iv. 326. 
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Kuſter, iv. 237. „ 
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Lin ror, Bernard, i. 40. ii. 53+ 
Laws, William, ii. 413. | 
Log, King, i- lin. ult. 
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Morris, Bezaleel, ii. 126. iii. 1686. 
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Mie Luke, i ii. 349. 
Mahomet, iii. 97. 
Mears, William, ii. 125. iii. 28. 
Motteaux, Peter, ii. 412. 
Monks, iii. 52. ä 


Mandevil, ii. 414. 
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- Montalto, i iv. 105. | 
Mummius, an Ne BE yr. | 


NewcasrLy, Ducheſs of, i. 141. 
Nonjuror, i. 2 53. a 


_ Ocrvvy, Jobs, 5 i. 144, 328, 

Oldmixon, John, ii. 283. 
2 Ozell, John, i 1 285. : 
Oftrogoths, iii. 93. 
Omar the Caliph, iii. 9 7. 
Owls, i. 271, 290. iii. 54. 
—— Athenian, iv. 362. 
Oſborne, bookſeller, i ii. 167. | 
Oſborne, Mother, ii. . 1 
Payxn, William, i. 103. 9 ̃ 
Philips, Ambroſe, i 1. 105. iii. . 4 
Paridel, iv. 341. i + 
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Quarz, Francis, i. 140% 
Querno, Camillo, i ii. 1 5 K 4 1 

Rarrn, James, 1 I, 216. i iii. 165. 
Roome, Edward, iii. 152. . 
Ripley, Thomas, iii. 327. | 
| Ridpath, George, i. 208. i 149- 27 
Roper, Abel, ii. A 
Kich, iii. 261. a” 
SzTTLE,.Elkanah, 1. 90, 146. iii. = 
Smedley, Jonathan, ir W. 291, Oc. 
Shadwell, Thomas, i. 240. iii. bs - 
Scholiaſts, i iv. 231. | 
Silenus, iv. 492. 4 
| Sooterkins, i. 126. 1 | #1 

Tars, i i, 105, 238. 

Theobald, or Tibbald, i. 1 33, 286. 
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Va NDALS, iii. 86. 


Viſgoths, il. g. 
Warrous [late Sir Robert] praiſed by our author, 
ii. 31 


Withers, George, i. 296. 

Wynken de Werde, i. 149. 

Ward, Edward, i. 233. iii. 34. 
Webſter, ii. 258. 

Whitefield, 1b. 

Warner, Thomas, ii. 125. 

Wilkins, ib. 

Welſted, Leonard, ii. 207. iñ. 170. 
Woolſton, Thomas, iii. 212. 
Wormius, iii. 188. 
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MATTERS contained in this POEM and NOTES. 


The firſt number denotes the Boos, the ſecond the 
Vzxsz and Norz on it. 70%. W Ab. 
Appendix. J 


A 


DDISON, (Mr.) railed at by A. Philiph, Il iii. 326. 

— Abuſed by J. Oldmixon, in his proſe· eſſay 

on Criticiſm, &c. ii. 283.—by J. Ralph, in a Lon- 
don Journal, iii. 165. 

——— Celebrated by our author Upon his diſcourſe of 
medals In his Prologue to Cato In his Imitation 
of Horace's Epiſtle to 3 in this Poem, 
ii. 1 

Falfe facts concerning him and our Author © 
anonymous, perſons in Miſt's Journal, &c. 1. 

— Diſproved by the Teſtimonies of | 
— The Earl of Burlington, 5 
— Nr. Tickel, _ * 

— Mr. Addison himſelf, #5. 

Anger, one of the chiratlentites of Mr. Dennis 7 Cri- 

_ tical Writings, i. 106. 

— Affirmation, another: 7. 

i o which are added, by Mr. Theobald, 18 
pite, Revenge, i. 106. 

Ahr of Cibber's Works, how built, and how founded, 
i. 157, Ke. | 

NI iii. 313. | * 

es, at a Citizen's in a morn 7 

Appearances, that — never 'o judge By them, ef- 
Ka of poets and ! 4 426. 

Vor- III. : Alehouſe, 


I u D x 


Alehouſe, the birth · place of Mr. Cook, ii. 138. 

* —=— one kept by Edward Ward, i. 2999 CEE 

— and one by Taylor the Water-poet, iii. 19. 

Arnall (William) what he received out of 22 treaſury 
for writing pamphlets, ii. 315. 

Ariſtotle, his friends and confeſſors, A iv. 192. 

— how his Ethics came into diſuſe, ib, 


B 
'BupLan, i i. 29. 
Banks, his reſemblance to Mr. Cibber in tragedy, i. * 
Bates (Julius), ſee Hutchinſon (John). 
Broom, Ben. Johnſon's man, #6. 
Bavius, iii. 24. Mr. Dennis, his great opinion of hm, 
ib, 


Bawdry, in plays, not diſapproved of by Mr. Dennis 
iii. 1 

Blackmore, (Sir Richard), his impiety aud irreli 0 
proved by Mr. — ii. 268, | s y | 

22 quantity of works, and various opinions of 
them His abuſe of Mr. Dryden and Mr, Pope, 

37: 0054 

Bray, a word much beloved by Sir Richard, ii. 260. 

'Braying, deſcribed, ii. 2479. 

2 y ho mages proper to be applied to young no- 
e iii. 334 Ha 
Bi- d, what became of his works, i. 290, *" 

Broome, (Rev. Mr. William), his ſentiments of abr 
author's virtue, Te oft. 

—  Qor author of his, iii. 332. 


: Ro (a ſeller of) "__ Mr. John Jackſon his trade, 


137. 
Billingigate language, how to be uſed by learned au- 
thors, ii. 142. 
Bond, Bezaleel, Breval, not living writers, but phan- 
toms, ir. 126. 
:Bookfellers, how they run for a poet, 55 3's &c. 
Bailiffs, how poets run from _ li. 6. 
Bridewell, ii. 269. ; 
Bow-bel, iii. 278. 
Balm of Dulneſt, the uad the ſparious, i its ffica- 


AIRY tis we 344. 
Cranry, 


; 


diſti 


X nity, iv. 20, and note. | — 
Cibber, his father, i. 31. His two brothers, 32. His 

ſon, iii. 246. His better progeny, i. 228. 
Cibberian forehead, what is meant by it, i- 218. 


EN De, 


 C12yrmy, Hero of the Poem his character, i. 1c. Not 


abſolutely ſtupid, 109. Not unfortunate as a cox-- 


' eomby, ib. Not a flow writer, but precipitate, though- 


heavy, 123. His productions the effects of heat, 
though an imperfect one, 126. His folly heightened 
with frenzy, 125. He borrowed from Fletcher and 
Moliere, 131. Mangled Shakeſpeare, 133. His head 
nguiſhed. for wearing an extraordinary perriwig, 
167, more than for its reaſoning facuky, yet not 
without furniture, 157; His elaſticity and fire, and 
how he came by- them, 186; He was once thought 
to have wrote a reaſonable play, 188. The general 
character of his verſe and proſe, 190. His conver- 


ſation, in what manner extenſive and uſeful, 192, 


&c. Once defigned for the charch, where he ſhould- 
have been a biſhop, 200. Since inclined to write for 


the miaiſter of ſtate, 217 j but determines to ſtick to 


his other talents; what thoſe are, 217, &c. His apo- 


frophe to his works before he burns them, 225, &c. 
His repentance and tears, 243. Dulneſs puts out 
the fire, 257. Inaugurates and anoints him, 287. 
His crown, by whom woven, 223. Of what com- 


„303. Who let him into court, 306. Who 


| his ſupporters, 307, His entry, attendants, and 
proclamation, aue ad fin. His enthronization, ii. 1. 
PFaſſes his whote-reign in ſeeing ſhows, through boot 


i, Aud dreaming dreams, through book iii. Settle- 


appears to him, iii. 35. Reſemblauce between him 
and Settle, iii. 37. and i. 146. Goodman's prophe- 


ey of him, iii. 232. How he tranflated an opera, 
without knowing the ſtory, 305, and encouraged- 


fſarces, becauſe it was againſt his conſcience, 266. 


Declares he never mounted a dragon, 268: Appre- 


henſions of acting in a ſerpent, 287. What were 


the paſſions of his old age, $03, 304. Finally ſub- 
ſides in the lap of Dulneſs, where he reſts to all eter- 


A a 2 | | | Cooke, 


as: - IN PD. E X. 


Cooke, (Thomas), abuſed by Mr. Pope, ii. 138. 
Concanen, (Matthew), one of the authors of the 
Weekly Journals, ii. 299. 

— declared that when this. poem had blanks, they 

meant treaſon, iii. 297. 5 

— of opinion that Juvenal never ſatirized the pover- 

ty of Codrus, ii. 144. OK ; 

Corncutter's Journal, what it coſt, ii. 314. 

_ Critics, verbal ones, muſt have two poſtulata. allowed: 

them, ii. 1. Fe. | X; 

Cat-calls, ii. _ | | F 
Curl, Edmund, bis panegyric, ii. 58.. 

— His Corina, und what ſhe Fry 70. 

— His prayer, 80.— Like Eridanus, 182.. 
Much favoured by Cloacina,.g7, Ke. 

none Toft in a blanket, and whipped, 151. ; 

— Pilloried, ii. 3. 1 4 

Caroline, a curious flower, — fate, iv. 409, &c-- 


Dulxzss, the Goddeſs;- her original and parents, i. 
12. Her ancient empire, 17. Her public college, 
Ii. 29. Academy for poetical education, 33. Her 
cCeurqdinal virtues, 45, &c. Her ideas, productions, and 
ereation, 55, &c. Her ſurvey and contemplation of 
her works, 79, &c. and of her ehildren, gz. Their 
unĩnterrupted ſucceſſion, 98, &c. to 108. Her ap- 
- pearance to Cibber, 261. She manifeſts to him her 
works, 273, Kc. Anoints him, 287, &c. Inſtitutes: 
games at his coronation, ii. 18, &c. The manner 
. 200 ſhe makes a wit, ii. 47. A great lover of a joke, 
34. — and loves to repeat the fame over again, 122. 
Her ways and means to procure the pathetic and ter- 
rible in tragedy, 225, &c. Encourages: chattering 
and bawling, 237, &c. and is patroneſs of party - 
writing and railmg, 276, &c. Makes uſe of the heads 
of critics as ſcales to weigh the heavineſs of authors, 
367. Promotes flumber with the works of the ſaid: 
authors, ib. The wonderful virtue of ſleeping in her 
tap, iii. 5 Kc. Her Elyſium, 15, &c. The ſouls: 
of her ſons dipt in Lethe, 23. How brought into 
the world, 29. Their transfiguration. and metemp- 
ſychoſis, 50. The extent and glories of W 


vis 7 * 1 


oe 
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vol her conqueſts throughout the world, iii. 67, to 
138. A catalogue of her poetical forces in this 2 i 
139, to 212. Prophecy of her reſtoration, 333, &c. 
Accompliſhment of it, book i iv. Her appearance. ou 
the throne, with the ſciences led in triumph, iv. 21, 
c. Tragedy and comedy ſilenced, 37. General 
aſſembly of all her votaries, 73. Her patrons, 95. 
Her critics, 115. Her ſway in the ſchools, 149, to 
180. and univerſities, 189, to 274. Ho ſhe edu- 
cates gentlemen in their travels, 293, to 334.— Con- 
ſtitutes Virtuoſi in ſcience, 355, &c. freethinkers in 
religion, 459, flaves and dependents in government, 
cos. Finally: turns them to o beaſts, but preſerves the 
form of men, 525. What ſort of comforters ſhe ſends - 
them, 5 29, Ke. What orders aud. degrees ſne con- 
fers on them, 565. What performances ſhe expects 
from them, according to their ſeveral ranks and de- 
grees 583; - The powerfob yawn ſhe , breathes on 
them, 605, &. Its progreſs and effects, 607, &c. till 
the conſummation of all, in the total ex tinction of 
the reaſonable ſoul, and reſtoration of r and 
Chaos, u/q. ad fir. 

Diſpenſary of Dr. Garth, ii. 140. | 

De Foe (Daniel) in what reſombled to-William * . 
i. 10 

De Foe, (Norton) u ſcandalous writer, ii. 415. 

Dennis, (John), bis character of himſelf, i. 166. 

—— Senior to Mr. Durfey, iii. 173. | 

—— Eſtcemed by our author, and why, ib. 

—— His love of puns, i. 63. 

—— and politics, i. 106. ii. 413. 

—— His great loyalty to King George, l N 
i. 1 106. 

A great friend to the- tage—and to the flate, i ii. 
413» 

—— How he proves that none-but Nonjurors and dis- 
affected perſons writ againſt ſtage plays, ib. | 


— His reſpe& to the Bible and d Alceres ib. 


—— his excuſe for obſcenity in plays, iii. 179. 
— His mortal fear of Mr. Pope founded on Mr. 

Curl's aſſurances, i i. 106. ö 
— Of opinion that he poiſoned Curl, 3. | 
Aa 3. — His 


— 
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Dengis, nen why Homer was, en was not in: 
debt ii. 118. | 

— His ee of Sir R. — — 

— 4 no Proteſtant, ii. 268. 6 

As no poet, 35. 

— His wonderful dedications to G. N iii. 179- 

Drama, dangerous to a-poet, iii. 145. 

Dedicators, ii. 198; &. 

Duariad, Ora ſpelled, i. ** 


Eowanps (Thomas), iv. 4 

A gentleman of the laſt- . ib. 

Euſden (Laurence), i; 104. 

Taxed by Oldmixon with nonſenſe, ib. 

Ears, ſome people ad viſed how to AN r iti. 


214. 
F. 


dannen told of our author in print: 72 
— Of his taking verſes from James Moore, Te Ati 
— And of his intending to. abuſe Biſhop Burnet, ths 
— By John Dennis, of his ern — Mr. Curl, 
i. 106. 
And of contempt for the l writings, ii. 268. 
— By Edward Ward, of his being bribed by a ducheſs 
to ſatirize Ward of Hackney in the pillory, iii. 34. 
— By Miſt the Journaliſt, of unfair proceeding in the 
undertaking of the Odyſſey and Shakeſpeare, 7/2. 
— Difſproved by the teſtimony of the Lords Harcourt 
and. Bathurſt. - 
— By Mil the Journaliſt, concerning Mr, Addiſon and 
him, two or three lies, Teft. | 
— By Paſquin, of his being in a plot, iii. 179. 
— By Sir Richard Blackmore, of his burleſquing . 
ture, upon the authority of Curl, ii. 268. 
Fleas and verbal erities compared, as equal Judges of 
the human frame and wit, iv. 238. 
Fletcher, made Cibber's property, i. 131, v1 
Mac- Fleckno, not ſo decent and chaſte in the diction as 
the Dunciad, it. 75. 
Friendſhip, underſtood by Mr. Dennis to be ſomewhat 
| elſe in Niſus and Euryalus, &c. iii. 179. 4 8 
French Cooks, iv. 553. N | 
| Furius 


DN DEE; 257 


Furius, Mr: Dennis called ſo by Mr. Theobald, i. 1065. 

Fleet-ditch, ii. 271. Its nympho, 333+ Diſcoveries- 
there, #6. y 

Hies, not the ultimate object of human ſtudy, iv. 454. 

Falſehoods and flatteries N to be inſcribed on- 


churches, 1. 43. 
0 28 


Goop nature of our author; inſtanees of+ it in this: 
work, i. 328. ii. 282. 

Good ſenſe, grammar, and verſe, deſired to give place 
for the ſake of My Bez. Morris and his works, i iii. 
168. 

Gildon (Charles) abuſed. our author: i in many. things, 
Teſt: 1. 296. 

— Printed: againſt Jeſus Chrift; i. 296. 


 Gildon and Dennis, their unhappy « difference IEC Res 


iti. 173. 
Gentleman, his hymn to his Creaton by: 'Welſted, i ii. 
207. 
Gazetteers, the monſtrous ä their writings, ii. 314. 
The miſerable fate of their works, ib. 
H 


c HaxDEL, an excellent muſician, d to Ireland by: 


the Engliſh nobility, iv. 65. 


 Heyde eggre) a ſtrange bird from Switzerland, i. 290. 


Horack, cenſured by Mr. Welſted, Tef. | 
—— Did not know what he was about when he wrote 
his Art of Poetry, ib. 


Henley (John the Orator) bis tub and encharift, ii. 


2. His hiſtory, iii. 199. His opinion of . 


and Chriſtian prieſthood, ib. His medals, ib. 

Haywood (Mrs.) what ſort of game for ber, ii. 157. 
Won by Curl, 187. Her great reſpect for him. The 
offspring of ber brain and body — to Curl), 
ib. Not undervalued by 1 W a Jordan, 
165. 

Hints, extraordinary ones, ii. 268. | 

Horneck and Roome, two party-writers, iii. 152. 

Hutchinſon (John) with his man ee a * 
of the rites of Dulneſs, iii. 215. 

—— never bowed the kuee to > Senſe.” „ . 


Hutchiof 


"2th 1 * D E N 
Hutebinſon cuts down the groves-of the N . 


339. 
— defiles the high places of — 
aud tramples on the fallen Dagon of Newtonian. 


9 ſic. 216. 1 


Ines learning, the uſe of it, i. 279. 

Journals, how dear they. ooſt the nation, ii. 31. 
Jus Divinum, iv. 188; 

Impudence, celebrated in Mr. Curl, ii. 159, 186. 
— in Mr. Norton de Foe, ii. 413. 

— in Mr: Henley; iii. 199. 

— in Me. Cibber, jan. iii. 139. 

— in Mr. Cibber, ſen. paſt Me. 


Lord Mayor's ſhow; i. 8 0 {3 
Libeller See — roubagy Tho. I a Grub-Areeterltic Tun: 


to ſeed, iv. 3697. " 5 0 
Library of B W 131. 
. y and aby, miſtaken for one. another, ire 
181. 


Lud (King), ii. 349. K '\ 


bo (Ding), 3. wr. al. Ri 
1 (Bernard), i ii. 


Laoreat, his crown, eine 30. 
Lycophron his dark- 1 a by whom turned, iv. & 


Madmen; two relited ts Cibber, i i. 32. 
Magazines, their character, i. 4 
crucified, i. 192. 

| Moore 2 his Mor y of ſix verſes, and of ridiculin 
| Burnet in the Memoirs of a Fur C 

_ prod falſe, by the * _ | 
6 Hugh Bethel, Eſq; W 
2 — Ear of Peterborou gh, i 1b. 
— r. Arbuthnot, Fils _- | 
— His pl fore few of rhew, i. 4 l. 0 
What be was real.author of (beſide the ſtory above · 

mentioned). Hd Ziff of ſcunriluus papers. © 
— Eraſmus his advice to him, ii. | oth 


Mibourne, a fair critic, and why, ii. 349 


' 
, 


A 


wile . 


INDEX: 287 


Madneſs, of what ſort Mr. Dennis's Was, according te 
Plato, 1. 106. | 

According to himſelf, ii. 268. 

— how alli * Dulneſs, iii. 15. 

Mercuries and Magazines, i. 42. 

Maypole in the Strand, turned into a church, ii. 28. 

Movie ( Bezaleel), ii. 126. iii. 168. 

Monuments of poets, with inſcriptions to other men, 18 
131, &c. 

Medals how fwallowed and recovered, i iv. 3 

Microſcope of wit, to be kad, of: Mr. John Upton, i iv. 


2 
33+ N 


Nodding, deſcribed, ii. 391. 
Needham's, i. 324. 
Nös, where wanted, iv. 244- 


Oldmixon (hn) abuſed Mr. Add n 0 1 Mr. "RX 
ii. 283. Falſiſied Daniel's hiſtory, then accuſed o- 
thers of falſifying Lord Clarendon's; proven a lan- 


derer in it, 15. 


— _— Mr. Euſden and my Lord Chamberlain, i i. 


Odyfey, falſchoods concerning Mr. Pope? 's nnn 
for that work, 7%. 

Dipproved by thoſe very propoſals, a 

Owls and opium, i. 271. 

Oranges, and their uſe, i. 2 236. | 

Opera, her advancement,. iti. 30 1. iv. 45s Ae. | 


Opistes, two very conſiderable ones, ii. 370. Their: 


efficacy, 390, &c. 
Oſborne, bookſeller, crowned al a 8 ii. 190. 
Oſborne (mother) turned to ſtone, ii. 3142. 
Owls, defired to. anſwer Mr. Ralph, iii. 166. 
P- 


Pope (Mr.) his life. Educated- by Jeſuits—by a 3 
—by a monk —at St. Omer's—at Osford—at home 
——no where at all, Te/t. init. His Father a mer- 
chant, a Huſbandmas, a Farmer, a — the- 
Devil, #6. | l 

His death threatened by Dr. medley, 4b. but ab | 

erwards. 


* t 
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terwards adviſed to hang himſelf, or cut his throat, 
15. To be hunted down like a wild beaſt, by Mr. 
Theobald, ib. unleſs hanged for treaſon, on informa-- 
tion of Paſquin, Mr. Dennis, Mr. Curl, and Con- 
-  EANEN, 3b. 
Poverty, never to be mentioned in ſatire, in the opini-- 
on of the Journaliſts and hackney-writers—The po- 
verty of Codrue, not touched upon by Juvenal, ii. 
143. When, and how far poverry may be ſatirized, 
Letter, p. iv. Whenever mentioned by our author, 
i is only as an extenuation and excuſe for bad writ-- 
ers, ii. 282. 
Perſonal abuſes not to be endured, in the opinion of 
Mr. Dennis, I heobald, Curl, &e. ii. 142. 
Perſonal abuſes on our author, by Mr. Dennis, Gildon;. 
Kecc. ib, —By Mr. Pheobald, Toh. —By Mr. Ralph, 
iii. We Mr. Welſted, ii. 20). mon Mr. Cooke,. 
i. £$38.—By Mr. Concanen, ii. 299.— By Sir Rich- 
ard Blackmore, ii. 268.— By Edw. Ward, iii. 34.— 
and their brethren, H 
Perſonal abuſes of others. Mr. Theobald of Mr. Den- 
nis for his poverty, i. 106. Mr: Dennis of Mr. 
Theobald for his livelihood by the ſtage, and the 
law, i. 286. Mr. Dennis of Sir Richard Black - 
more for impiety, ii. 268. Dr. Smedley of Mr. Con- 
canen, ii. 299. Mr. Oldmixon's of Mr. Euſden, i. 
104. Of Mr. Addiſon, ii. 283. Mr. Cooke's: of: 
Mr. Euſden, i. 14. 
£5. Politics, very uſeful i if criticiſm, Mr. Dennis“ 's, i. 106. 
Li. 413 
Pillory, a poſt of reſpect, in the. * of Mr. (Carl 
iii 
gu! Mr. Ward, ib: „ 
Plagiary deſeribed, ii. 47; Ke. | 
Priori, argument 4 . not the beſt to prove a God, 
iv. 4. 
Poverty and Poetry: their cave, i 33. | | 
Profaneneſs, not-to be cndured in our erf but very 
allowable in Shakeſpeare, i. 50 
Party-writers, their three qualifications, 11. 276. U 


| Bevceus, (the fable, of), what. us be underüood by ir 
Aa gþs | 
Balmers,. 


IND EX. 


Palmers, pilgrims, iii. 11 3. 
Pindars and Miltons, of the modern ſort, iii. 164. 


Qu#zxno, his reſemblance Mr. Cibber, ii. 15. —_— 
for joy, #h. 80 did Mr. ea i. 243. 


RespMBLANCE A e to ſeveral great — 
To Querno, ut ſupra. 
To Settle, iii. 37. g 
To Banks and Broome, i. 146. 

Round houſe, ii. prope fin. 

Ralph (James), iii. 165. See my 

Roome and Horneck, iii. 4 


287 


Snanrorranr, to be ſpelled always with an e at be 
end, i. 1. But not with an : in the middle, . An 
edition of him in marble, ib. Mangled, altered, and 
cut by the players and eritics, i. 13 . Very ſore ſtill 
of Tibbald, 15. 

Sepulchral lies on church-walls, i. 43. 

| Settle (Elkanah) Mr. Dennis's account of him, iii. 37 

And Mr. Welſted's, ib. Once preferred to Dryden, 
iii. 37. A party-writer of pamphlets, ib. and iii. 
A writer of farces and drolls, and employed 

a hn in Bartholomew-fair, iii. 283. 

8 a poem: The authors * nn in 
.claflical learning, i. 1. | 

s languages, iii. 16856. 

is praiſes on himſelf above Mr. Addiſon, ib: 

Swiſs of Heaven, who they are, ii. 358, 

A ſlipſhod Sibyl, iii. 15. 

Silenus deſcribed, i iv. 492. 

Scholiaſts, iii. 191. iv. 211, 232. * 

Supperleſs, a miſtake concerning this word ſet right 
with reſpect to * and 0 . Kea ſtudents, 
j. 1% 

Se venſold face, * * 5 of it, i i. 224. : 

Sou), (the vulgar ſoul), its office, iv. 441. 

Schools, their homage paid to —— and in = 
iv. 150, &c. 


* 
TI IATo, not hero of this poem, i. init. Publiſhed an 
edition 


— 


. T 
— — — — — — —— 
| 
6 i 
* 


J «. + 3 
edition of Shakeſpeare, i. 133. Author, - ſecretly 


.an- abettor of ſcurrilities againſt Mr. P. Vid. Tei- 
monies, and Lift boctt. 


1 Thule, a very Northern Poem, puts out a Sei i. 258. 


Tailors, a good word for them, againſt poets and ill 
_paymaſters, ii. 118, 

Thunde ry. how to make it by Mr. Dennis's receipt, ii. 
22 = 


Travelling deſcribed, ; and * advantages, i. 293, Kc. 


Vee Critics, Two points always to be grantol 

k it. 1. 222 

Venice; the city of, oe what famous, i iv. 308. K 

Univerſity, how to paſs through * iv. 255» 289. 54 

2 hn), a Renegado yy” e on 
F1RB-SIDE, i W237 „ 78 


Wars (Edv. ), a n and . in a Moor- 


fields, i. 233. What became of his works, ib. 


+ * hi 5 opinion of his n and his reſpe 


for the ory, 3 iii. 34. 
Welſted CO one of the 3 the weekly 


abuſed. our author, &c. many years ſince, 


: 7 207. Taken by Dennis for a Die ; ih. The 


8 of ur. „iii. 270. f 
Weekly Journals, by. written, ii. 280. 
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; hich iii. 57. 
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